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At the meeting of the Council held Auqust l-7, 2004, the fo:.1-cwing action
was taken:

Attached report adopted
Attached motion (Smith - LaBonge) adopt.ed x
Attached resolution adopted
FORTHWITH...
Mayor concurred
To the Mayor FORTHWITH
Mayor approved 0B /20 / 04
Motion adopted to approve communicatj-on recommendation(s) ......
Motion adopted to approve committee report recommendation(s) ...

RE

Ordinance adopted
Ordi-nance number.
Effective date
Posted date
Generally Exempt
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ORDINANCE NO, !7 6176

An ordinance adding Section 56.02 to the Los Angeles Municipal Code to
prohibit the possession, use, sale or distribution of a product commonly known as
"Silly String" in the Hollywood Division of the Los Angeles Police Department during
Halloween festivities for reasons of public safety and environmental concerns.

WHEREAS, every year, a large quantity of products known as "Silly String" are
used and the empty Silly String cans then are discarded in the Hollywood Division of
the Los Angeles Police Department during Halloween festivities; and

WHEREAS, Silly String and Silly String cans cause a safety hazard in that they
may cause pedestrians and police officers on horseback or motorcycles to slip and fall;
the cans may be used as weapons in the event of a melee; and in the past the cans
have been thrown at store windows along Hollywood Boulevard; and

WHEREAS, Silly String and Silly String cans cause an environmental hazard in
that these products are discarded in large quantities onto the street, clog the storm'
drains, and ultimately travel to the ocean.

NOW THEREFORE,

THE PEOPLE OF THE GITY OF LOS ANGELES
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. A new Section 56.02 is added to Article 6 of Chapter V of the
Los Angeles Municipal Code to read:

SEC. 56.02. SILLY STRING .. HOLLYWOOD DIVISION DURING HALLOWEEN.

(a) For purposes of this section

1. "Silly String" shall mean any putty-like substance that is shot or
expelled in the form of string from an aerosol can or other pressurized device,
regardless of whether it is sold under the name "Silly String" or any other name

2. "Hollywood Division" shall mean the area defined by the Los Angeles
Police Department as the Hollywood Division, the geographical boundaries of
which include all of that portion of Los Angeles City bounded and described as
follows: Beginning at the point of intersection of Beverly Boulevard and
Normandie Avenue, and proceeding northerly along Normandie Avenue to
Franklin Avenue, and proceeding westerly along Franklin Avenue to Western
Avenue, and proceeding northerly along Western Avenue to Fern Dell Drive, and
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continuing northerly along Fern Dell Drive to its terminus, and proceeding due
north through Griffith Park to Forest Lawn Drive at its intbrsection with Zoo Drive,
and proceeding westerly and southwesterly along Forest Lawn Drive to Barham
Boulevard, and proceeding southerly along Barham Boulevard to United States
Highway 101, and proceeding southeasterly along U.S. Highway 101 to
Mulholland Drive, and proceeding westerly along the various curves and
courses of Mulholland Drive to the Crest of Ridge, and proceeding southerly
following the Los Angetes city line along the eastern border of the Trousdale
Estates area of the City of Beverly Hills to the northeast corner of the City of
West Hollyarood, and proceeding easterly following the [-os Angeles city line
bordering along its various curyes and courses of the northern border of the City
of West Hollywood to the eastern border of the City of West Hollywood that is to
the east of La Brea Avenue, and proceeding southerly along the Los Angeles city
line to Romaine Street, and proceeding westerly following the Los Angeles city
line along its various curves and courses to the intersection of Romaine Street
and La Cienega Boulevard, and proceeding southerly following the Los Angeles
city line along its various curves and courses to Beverly Boulevard, and
proceeding easterly along Beverly Boulevard to La Brea Avenue, and proceeding
northerly along La Brea Avenue to Willoughby Avenue, and proceeding easterly
along Willoughby Avenue to Hudson Avenue, and proceeding southerly along
Hudson Avenue to Melrose Avenue, and proceeding easterly along Melrose
Avenue to Gower Street, and proceeding southerly along Gower Street to
Beverly Boulevard, and proceeding easterly along Beverly Boulevard to
Normandie Avenue.

3. "Halloween" shall mean the 36-hour period from 12:00 a.m. on
October 31st of each year, through 12:00 p.m. on November 1st of each year

(b) No Person, as defined in Municipal Code Section 11.01(a), shall possess,
use, sell or distribute Silly String at, within or upon any public or private property that is
either within public view or accessible to the public, including, but not limited to, public
or private streets, sidewalks, parking lots, commercial or residential buildings, places of
business, or parks within the Hollywood Division during Halloween.

(c) Any violation of this section is a misdemeanor subject to the provisions of
Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 11.00 (m).

2
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Sec. 2. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance and have it
published in accordance with Council policy, either in a daily newspaper circulated in
the City of Los Angeles or by posting for ten days in three public places in the City of
Los Angeles: one copy on the bulletin board located in the lVlain Street lobby to the City
Hall; one copy on the bulletin board located at the ground level at the Los Angeles
Street entrance to the Los Angeles Police Department; and one copy on the bulletin
board located at the Temple Street entrance to the Los Angeles County Hall of
Records.

I hereby certify that this
Los Angeles, at its meeting of

nce was passed by the Council of the City of
1 8 2004

J. MICHAEL CAREY, City Clerk

Deputy

Mayor

ordina

By

Approved
AUG 2 0 2004

Approved as to Form and Legality

ROCKARD J. DELGADILLO, City Attorney

JA].IET KARKANEN
Deputy City Attorney

Date 0062004

File No. C.F.04-0772

By



"SiIl-v Stri " in the Hollvwood Divi ion of the L-A-P.D. duri no HaIloween
\

fest.ivities - a copy of which is hereto aEtached, was finally adopted by the

Los Angeles Cit.y CounciL on Aug. 18, 2004, and under t.he direction of said

City Council and the City Clerk, pursuant to Section 25L of the Charter of

the Cit.y of Los Angeles and Ordinance No. L72959, on Auqust. 27, 2004, I

posted a true copy of said ordj-nance at each of three public places focaEed

in the City of Los Angeles, California, ds fol-l-ows: 1) One copy on the

bulletin board at the Main SLreet entrance to Los Angeles City Hall; 2) one

copy on the bu11et.in board at the ground level Los Angeles Street entrance to

the Los Angeles Police Department; and 3) one copy on the bulletin board at

Ehe Temple SEreet enLrance to the HaIl of Records of the County of Los

Angeles.

Copies of said ordinance were posted conspicuously beginning on Auqust

27, 2OO4 and will be continuously posted for ten or more days.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is Lrue and

correcL.

Signed this 2'7Lh day of aE Los Angeles, California.
o

Maria C. Rico, Deputy City Clerk

Ordinance Effective Date: Oct. 5, 2004

O

(Rev.3/21l03)

Council- Fil-e No. 04-0772

DE--,ARJATION OF POSTING ORDINAI.--

I , MARIA C. RICO, state as f oLlows: I dIIl, and was aE all times

hereinafter menEioned, a resident of the State of California, over the age of

eighteen years, and a Deputy City CLerk of t.he City of Los Angeles,

California.

Ordinance No. L76L75 - added 55.02 to Article 5 of the L.A.M.C. to prohibit

the possdssion. use sale or distribution of a product commonly known as
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. VERBAL MOTION

I

I HEREBY MOVE that Council ADOPT the following recommendations of the City Attorney
(ltem No. 17, CF 04-0772) retative to prohibiting the possession, use] sale or distributi6n of "Silly
String" in the Los Angeles Police Defartment's Hollywood Division on Halloween, SUBJECT TO
THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR:

1 . FIND that this project is generalty exempt, pursuant to State Catifornia Environmental Quality
Act (CEOA) G-uid'elines Section 1506Oan'd the City's CEQA Guidelines Article tlt, because
it will have no environmentaleffects.

2. PRESENT and ADOPT the acrlmpanying ORDINANCE relative to adding Sbction 56.02 to
the Los Angeles Municifal Code to prohibit the possession, use, sale, or distribution of a
product known as'Silly String'in the Los Angeles Police Department's Hollpvood Division
on Halloween to address public safety issues and environmentalconcerns.

Fisca! tmpact Statement: Nohe submittbd by the City Attorney. Neither the City
Administrative Officer nor the Chief Legislative Analyst has complbted a financial analysis of
this report.

(Public Works Committee waived consideration of the above matter)

PRESENTED BY

SECONDED BY

GREIG,SMITH
Councitmember, 12th District

I

I

TOM LABONGE
Councilmember, 4th District

F/to \';
ADOPTEDAugust 17,2004

cF 04-0772
AUG I 7 2004
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COUNCIL VOTE
up

18, 2004 11 :04 :23 AM, #+Aug

L, 2, 3,
Voting on
Roll CalI

6,7,9, L'7 & 55
Item(s) : O "a A Jay +"d

CARDENAS
GARCETT]
GREUEL
HAHN
LABONGE
LUDLOW
MISCIKOWSKI
PARKS
PERRY
REYES
SMTTH
VIIJLARA]GOSA
WEISS
ZINE
*PADILIJA
Present t, 1-2, Yes:

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes'
Yes
Yes
Absent
libsent
Absent
Yes
Yes,
Yes
Yes
Yes

12 No: 0
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COUNCTL VOTE

Aug i8, 2oo4 11:03:53 AIvt, #3

t, 2, 3, 6,7,9, 17 &
Voting on ltem(s) :

RoI1 Call

55

R".*rside"ra:fi on

CARDENAS
GARCETTI
GREUEL
HAHN
LABONGE
Lt]DLOW
MISCIKOWSKI
PARKS
PERRY
REYES
SMTTH
VILLARA]GOSA
WEISS
ZINE
*PANILT.A
Present : L2, Yes:

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Absent
Absent
,Absent
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

L2 No: 0
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COUNCIL VOTE

Aug L7, 2004 l0:53:4'7

rrEM NO. (L7)
Voting on It.em(s) : L7
RoII Call

CARDENAS
GARCETTI
GREUEL
}IAHN
LABONGE
LUDLOW
MISC]KOWSKI
PARKS
PERRY
REYES
SMITH
V]LLARA]GOSA
WE]SS
ZINE
*PAD]LLA
Present : 10, Yes:

CInJ oater *o ?-Z-oyL

AM, #A

/4 o*i o* frd.pf "J.

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Absent
Yes
Yes
Absent
Absent
Yes
Yes
Absent
Absent
Yes

10 No: 0
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PLEASE SCHEDULE THE FOLLOWING ITEM FOR TUESDAY, AUGUST 17,2004:

AA

ITEM NO ( )- Motion Required

04-0772 Communication from the City Attorney and Ordinance relative to prohibiting the possession,
13,4 use, sale, or distribution of "Silly String" in the Los Angeles Police Department Hollywood

Division on Halloween.

Recommendation for Council action

PRESENT and ADOPT the accompanying Ordinance relative to adding Section 56.02 to the
Los Angeles Municipal Code to prohibit the possession, use, sale, or distribution of a product
known as "Silly String" in the Los Angeles Police Department Hollywood Division on
Halloween to address public safety issues and environmehtal concerns.

Fiscal lmpact Statement: Neither the City Administrative Officer nor the Chief Legislative
Analyst has completed a financial analysis of this report.

(Public Works Committee waived consideration of the above matter)

08/1 0/04
cD 13
#Q40772.ph



Orrlce oF THE CIry ATToRNEY
ROCKARD J. DELGADILLO

CITY ATToRNEY
',04*0844REPORT NO.

AUG 0 6 2004

REPORT RE:

DRAFT ORDINANCE ADDING SECTION 56.02 TO THE LOS ANGELES
MUNICIPAL CODE TO PROHIBIT THE POSSESSION, USE, SALE OR
DISTRIBUTION OF A PRODUCT KNOWN AS "SILLY STRING'' IN THE

LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT HOLLYWOOD DIVISION ON HALLOWEEN

The Honorable City Council
of the City of Los Angeles

Room 395, City Hall
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

Council File No. 04-0772

Honorable [Members

This office has prepared and now transmits for your action the attached draft
ordinance, approved as to form and legality. This ordinance adds a new section to the
Los Angeles [Vlunicipal Code to prohibitlhe possession, use, sale or distribution of a
product known as "Silly String" in the Los Angeles Police Department Hollywood
Division on Halloween to address public safety issues and environmental concerns
relative to the large quantity of Silly String that is used and discarded along Hollywood
Boulevard each year during Halloween festivities.

Backqround

ln response to a motion introduced on April 20, 2004, Council's Public Works
Committee recommended that the City Attorney prepare and present an ordinance
banning the use or possession of Silly String on City property and at all public events

On .lutylZT2004;thelCity.-Council amended the recommendation to request that
the City Attorneyrprepare and present, in sufficient time for it to be in full force and
effect by Octobe i'Z-l , ZOiOi4,'5h ordinance banning the use or possession of Silly String
only in the LflPD.Hollywood Division and only on October 31st of each year.

\. " '.'''' .'!.:' r \

i PUBLIC iryORKS AUc 1 1 ?.ola{
AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY _ AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER

2OO NORTH MAIN STREET. LOS ANGELES, CA 9OOl2-4131.213.445.6370.213.A47.AOA2 lOO
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The Honorable City Council
Page 2

Summary of Ordinance Provisions

This ordinance will prohibit the possession, use, sale or distribution of Silly String
on public or private property that is either within public view or accessible to the public
in the Los Angeles Police Department Hollywood Division on October 31" of each year.
This office suggests that the effective time of the ordinance be expanded to noon of
November 1't, due to the fact that much of the revelry along Hollywood Boulevard
occurs after midnight on Halloween extending, into the following day. Any violation of
the ordinance may be charged by the City Attorney as either a misdemeanor or an
infraction.

Council Rule 38 Referral

A copy of the draft ordinance was sent, pursuant to Council Rule 38, to the
Board of Public Works and the Los Angeles Police Department. The Board of Public
Works and the Los Angeles Police Department have been asked to provide any
comments directly to this committee when it hears the matter.

CEQA Findinqs

ln accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), it has been
determined that the transaction described in the draft ordinance is exempt from further
requirements under the Los Angeles City CEQA Guidelines, Article lll, Class 5(4),
Categorical Exemption.

lf you have any questions, please contact Janet Karkanen at 310.575.8553.
This deputy city attorney or another member of this office will be available when you
consider this matter to answer any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

ROCKARD J. DELGADILLO, City Attorney

% A.Z|^,,.,tu
TERREE A. BOWERS

Chief Deputy City Attorney

TAB:jlk
Transmittal

+

By



onorruRruce nb.

An ordinance adding Section 56.02 to the Los Angeles nlJnicipal Codd to
prohibit the possession, us-e, sale or distridution of a product con\monly known as
"Silly String" in the Hollywood Division of the Los Angeles Police Department during
Halloween festivities for reasons of ptjblic safety and environmental concerns.

I

WHEREAS, every year, a large quantity of products knowh as "Silly String" are
used and the empty Silly String cans then are discarded in the Hollywood Division of
the Los Angeles Police Department during Halloween festivities; 'and

WHEiIEAS, Silly String and Silly String cans cause a safety hazdrd in that they
may cause pedestrians and police officers on horseback.or motoicycles to slip and fall; '

the cans may be used as weapons'in'ttre event of a melee; and in itre past the'cans
have been thrown at store windows alorfg Hollywood-Boulevard; and

WHEREAS, Silly String and Silly Stri
that these products are discarded in large:q

". drains, and ultimately travel to the ocean.

NOW THEREFORE,

ng cans cause an
uantities onto the

t

' THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
.

DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

I

Section 1. A new Section 56.02 is added to Article 6 of Chapter V of the
Los Angeles Municipal Code to read: I

SEC. 56.02. SILLY STRING -- HOLLYWOOD DIVISION DURNb HALLOWEEN.

(a) For purposes of this section

1. "Silly, String" shall mean any putty-like substance that is shot or
expelled in the form of string from an aerosol can or other pressurized device,
regardless of whether it is sold unddi the name "Silly Strinj" or any othei name.

2. "Hotlywood Division" shall mean the area defined by the Los Angeles
Police Department as the Hollywood'Division, the geographical boundaries of
which include all of that portion of Los Angeles City bounded and desiiibed as
follows: Beginning at the point of intersection of Beverly Boulevard ahd
Normandie Avenue, and proceeding northerly along Normandie Avenue to
Franklin Avenue, and proceeding wEsterly along Frlnklin AVenue to Western
Avenue, and proceeding northerly along Westein Avenue tb Fern Dell Drive, and

t

1

i

enriironmental hazard in
street. cloq the storm

I
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continuing.northerly along Fern Dell Drive to its terminus, and proceeding due
north through Griffith Park'to Forest,Lawn Drive at its intelsection with Zoo Drive,
and proceeding westerly arid southifuesterly along Forest lawn Drive to Barham
Boulevard, and proceeding southerly along Barham Boulevard to United States
Highway 101, and proceeding southeasterly along U.S. Highway 101 to
Mulholland Diive, and'proceeding westerly along ihe various curves and
courseS of Mulhollanci Drive to the Crest of Ridge, and proceeding southerly
following the Los Angeles city line along the eastern:bortler of the Trousdale
Estates area,of the City of Beverly Hills to the northeast corner of the City of
West Hollywood, and proceeding easterly following the Los Angeles city line
bordering alohg its various curves and courses of the northern border of the City
of West Hollywood to the eastern border of the City of Webt Hollywood that is to
the east of La Brea Avenue, and'proceeding southerly alohg"thb Los An$eles cit!,
line to Romaine Street, and proceeding westerly following the Los Angeles city
line along its various'curves and courses to the intersectioh of Romaine Street' and La Cienega Boulevard, and proceeding southerty following the Los Angeles

+ city line along its various curves and courses to Bever[ Bdulevard, and
proceeding easterly along Beverly Boulevard to La Brea Avenue, and proceeding
northerly along l-a Brea Avenue to Willoughby Avenue, anU proceeding eastbrly
along Willoughby Avenue to Hudson Avenue, and proceeding southerly along
Hud5on Avenue to l/lelrose Avenue,land proceeding easterly along [Vlelrose
Avenue to Gower Street, and proceeding'sijdtherly along Gower Street to
Beverly Boutevard, and proceeding easterly along Beverly iBoulevard to
Normandie Avenue.

3. "Halloween" shall mean the 36-hour period from 12:00 a.m. on
October 31st of each year, through 12:00 p.m. on Novembgi 1st of eacli year. 

..

,i (b) No Person, as defined in Municipal Code Section 11.01(a), bhall possess,
'0se, sell or distribute Silly String at, within or upon any public or piivate property that is
either within public view or accessible to thd public, including, but not limited to, public
or private streets, sidewalks, parking lots, cbmmercial or residential buildings, places of
businesb, or parks within the Hollywood Division during Halloween.

I
J

I

(c) Any violation of this section is a misdemeanor subject to the provisions of
Los Angeles Municipal Code Sectibn 11.00 (m).

1

I
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Sec. 2. The City Clerk shal! certify tb the passage of this d-rdinance and have it
published in accordance with Council poticy; either in a daily new'spaper circulated in
the City of Los Angetes or by posting for ten days in three public [laces in the City of
Los Angelesr one copy on the bulletin board located in the Main Street lobby to the City
Hall; one copy on the bulletin board located at the ground level at the Los Angeles
Street entrance to the Los Angeles Police Department; and one dopy on the bulletin
board located at the Temple Street entrance to the Los Angeles County Hall of
Records. r

I hereby certify that this ordinance was passed by the Couhcil of the City of
Los Angeles, at its meeting of

J. lvllCHAEL CAREY, City Clerk

Deputy

Approved

By

[/ayor

".Approved as to Form and Legality

ROCKARD J. DELGADILLO, City Attorney

By
JANET EN
Deputy City Attorney

AUs 0 6 2004

File No. C.F.04-0772

I

I

Date
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J. MICHAEL CAREY
City Clerk

FRANK T. MARTINEZ
Executive Offrcer

TYhen makjng inquiries
relative to thia matter
refer to File No.

o4-0772

July 26, 2004

City Attorney (with blue sheet)
Councilmember Garcett i
Councilmember Perry
Councilmember LaBonge

Y OF LOS ANCELEI
CALIFORNIA

JAMES K, HAHN
MAYOR

Offlce of the

CITY CLERK
Council and Public Services

Boom 395, CiW llall
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Council File Information - (213) 978-1043
General Information - (213) 978-ff33

Fax: (213) 978-1040

IIELEN GINSBT]BG
Chief, Coucll ud Public Sepices DiviEion

PI.ACE IN F|LES

AUG 0'u ,lo,iJ

DEPUTY \

Bureau of Street Services
Police Department
Counci lmember Mi scikowski

RE PROHIBITTNG THE USE OR POSSESSION OF "SILLY STRtrNG" ON CITY PROPERTY
AND AT ALL PUBLIC EVENTS

At the meeting of the Cound iI held -'Ju1y 23, '2004 the following
action was taken:

Attached report adopted, as amended... -

Attached amending motion (LaBonge - Miscikowski) adopted....... X
Attached resolution adoptedO .

Motion adopted to approve attached report
Motion adopted to approve attached communication
FORTHWITH x
Findings adopted
Negative Declaration adopted.
Categorically exempt.
Generally exempt

dur1"hx.*tt*-t
City Clerk
et

steno\04 0772

@'.. AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNTTY - AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER Rrcydableartmderm***0. flB(r

\o
yp

x



1/di7ir

-

File No. 04-0772

TO THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF LOS ANGELES

Your PUBLIC WORKS Committee

reports as follows
Yes No

Public Comments: XXX

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT relative to prohibiting the use or possession of "silly
string" on City property and at all public events.

Recommendation for Council action, as initiated by Motion (Garcetti - Perry):

REQUEST the City Attorney to Prepare and Present an Ordinance banning the use or
possession of "silly string" on City property and at all public events.

Fiscal lmpact Statement: Neither the C ity Administrative Officei nor the Chief Legislative
Analyst has completed a financial analysis of this report

SUMMARY

On April 20, 2004, Council referred Motion (Garcetti - Perry), relative to prohibiting the sale of
"silly string" during parades and special events, to the Public Works Committee for
consideration. The subject Motion reports that there has recently been a problem with vendors
selling what is commonly known as "silly string" at various major holidays and events such as
the Hollywood parade as well as the Chinese New Year parade. "Silly string" is a product which
when used emits a string-like or streamer-like substance that is shot or expelled from a
pressurized container.

The Motion fufther reports that this product creates a great nuisance, significantly adds to the
trash problem, and can also raise security issues at mass gatherings. Several cities throughout
the nation, including New Orleans have enacted ordinances to ban the sale of "silly string" along
designated parade routes.

The Motion recommends that Council request the City Attorney to prepare and present an
ordinance which would prohibit the sale of "silly string" during parades and other special events,
inasmuch as this product can create potential health, safety, and welfare concerns for members
of the public who attend parades and other similar events.

At its regular meeting held July 9,2004, the Public Works Committee discussed this matter with
City staff and received testimony in support of the proposed ordinance from the Los Angeles
Police Department, the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, the Hollywood Entertainment
District Property Owners Association (HED), and the Hollywood United Neighborhood Council.
Further, the HED advocated for a more stringent ordinance which also prohibits the possession
of "silly string" at parades and special events, not just the sale of it.



The Public Works Committee concluded its consideration of this matter and recommended that
Council request the City Attorney to prepare and present an ordinance which would ban the use
or possession of "silly string" on City property and at all public events. This matter is now
submitted to Council for its consideration.
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^AOTION

I MOVE that the matter of the Public Works Committee Report relative to prohibiting
the use or possession of "silly string" on City property and at all public events, as initiated by
Motion (Garcetti - Perry) BE AMENDED to adopt the following recommendation in lieu of
the recommendation contained in the Report:

REQUEST the City Attorney to prepare aird present, in sufficient time for it to be in '

full for& and effect by October 31,2004, an ordinance banning the use or possession of
"silly string" in any portion of the City covered by the LAPD'Hollywood Division on
October 31 of each vear.
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activity was lighter than normal owing

Hollywood Entertainment District
Property Owners Association

1680 N. Vine Street, Suite 216

Hollywood, CA 90028

phone 323 463 6767 fax 323 463 1839

July 9, 2004

TO: Members of the Public Works Committee
Los Angeles CitY Council

Honorable Greig Smith
Honorable Tom LaBonge
Honorable Jan Perry

FROM: Kerry Morrison, Executive Dire
Hollywood Entertainment District rty Owners Association

SUBJECT: Prohibition on Sales and Possession of Silly String on Halloween

Council File 04-0772
Public Works Committee ,719104, ltem 3

Thank you for your consideration of an ordinance to ban POSSESSION and

SALESof sillyitring in the Hollywood Entertainment District on Halloween.

Though the iity Coincil may consider an extension of this ban to other parts of

the ciiy, in Holiywood, our problems currently occur on one night of the year.

Background

Each Halloween, Hollywood Boulevard plays the unwitting hostlo a "spontaneous

combustion" of people who arrive on the Boulevard in search of an event' We

are informed that this tradition preceeds the formation of the business

improvement district (BlD) in late 1996, but since that time, the tradition has

continued, and the evening's antics have taken on a more sinister tone.

official estimates have placed the crowd at 50,000 to 100,000, and with the

exception of last year, the LAPD and DOT have had to close down the Boulevard

from LaBrea to Vine to accommodate the crush of people. (1)

(1) The Boulevard remained open last year as pedestrian

io a combination of a heavy downpour and the MTA strike'

R,A
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Council Public Works Committee
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Most of the people who come to Hollywood Boulevard on Halloween are from the

surrounding'neighborhoods, and many families come with children dressed in

costume and walk up and down the street. Unfortunately, few stores remain

open, and the night'has "or" 
to be known at Hollywood's biggest "non-event

event."

An ominous "tradition" has taken hold which has become the activity of choice for

,.ny people. silly string vendors materialize early in the evening, and sell silly

.trini but bt backpacks, baby strollers and shopping carts. As the night

progi"rr"s, the use of silly siring becomes more intense and assaultive. People

run-through the crowd shooting iilly string at children, passersby,.police officers

and horses. Cans are discarOeO into thqstreet, and accumulate in the curbs and

storm drains.

By the end of the evening, tens of thousands of empty silly string cans line the

roadbed, curbs and sidewalks. The Boulevard is covered in a veritable carpet of

silly string, and string drips from tree branches and from the sides of buildings.

Action

The Hollywood Entertainment District Property Owne_rs Association (HEDPOA)

has asked for assistance from Councilmember Eric Garcetti to bring this tradition

to a halt. We are gravely concerned that the wantonland brazen use of silly string

is a disaster waitirig to happen, first and foremost. We applald his inlroduction

of a motion to brinj this issue to the attention of the Council's Public Works

Committee.

we request the city's adoption of an ordinance to ban possessiol.rLd sale of silly

string, particularly within the Hollywood Entertainment District on Halloween night.

An e?ective ordinance was adopied by the city of New Orleans because of similar

problems experienced during Mardis Gras. (ln fact, similar bans exist in at least a

dozen cities across the U.S.l We can provide a copy of the New Orleans

ordinance if necessary.

The reasons why such an ordinance is needed are Several-fold:

(1) The aggressive use of silly string by Halloween revelers represents an

assault on-.iti=enr' safety and well-being on Halloween night. Near riots

have occurred when there are silly string "battles," and as the night

progresses, the behavior becomes more brazen and dangerous'

(2) The ability of LAPD to maneuver through the streets and sidewalks, in

the event of i major incident, is compromised by the littering of the streets

with tens of thousands of silly string cans. Horses, motorcycles and

2
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officers on foot will find the streets and sidewalks littered with obstacles,

slippery and unsafe as a result. Further, in the event of a melee, silly string

cans could be used as weaPons.

(3) The resulting clean up after Halloween night requires a battalion of

stieet sweepers and crews to sweep up cans and silly string debris from

the roadbed, curbs and sidewalks.

(4) Thousand of empty cans end up the in the storm drains and end up in

inl ary. The city's Watershed Protection Division of the Bureau of

Sanitaiion has gone on record approving a bah on silly string because of

the impact on the 81 catch basins along the Boulergld They have

indicaied that in addition to cans in the ocean, "particles of silly string will

potentially harm and kill marine life that mistake these items for food'"

(5) Property and business owners end up cleaning up snippets of string

from their door-fronts, facades and trees for weeks.

(6) An internet search reveals that the Consumer Product Safety

bommission recalled a brand of silly string in 1999 owing to flammability

concerns.

(7) Festival event planners are discouraged from considering an organized

event on Halloween night because of the unabashed use of silly string'

Stores choose to close down because of fears related to a crowd that

grows more unruly as the night progresses. The continuation of this
itradition" runs counter to the community's efforts to revitalize the

Hollywood Entertainment District. I

(g) Finally, the sales of tens of thousands of cans of silly string are illegal,

iesulting jn non-taxed or regulated sales in the public-right-of-way.

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. We look fonruard to working

Utn .ity staff on the development of an ordinance that will be enforceable and

promote public safety for Halloween night.

cc: HEDPOA Board of Directors

3
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JAMES K. HAHN
MAYOR

October 23,2001

- 1 ". -" ( -

Honorable Eric Garcetti
Councilmember

. 200 N: Spring Straet' Room 470, City Hall
t os AnOlles, CA 90012

iDear Councitmember Garcetti:
:.a:.t: ..\

n',Eionn DRAIN Fdl-luloN oF HoLLywooD BouLEvARD oN l{ALLowEEN NIcHT
.:i,. .;;l l; :,i - .

"",' l.l.bl"behdf of citv:i6t Los Angeles'Watershed Protection frogram (Bureau of sanitation), we would

i';encoutzlge you'$ consid"i any ittempts.by the Holltrood. B-usi19s-s lmprovement District to
, r6duce tfre imo,int of Sash entering ttr6 civs storm diAins during Halloween night festivities on

:r l'lo ll)rwood Bouleva rd,
i. '.:

.i,.S"ru McPherson (Hollyn4lood BID) contacled us regardiqg the prob]9m of silly-string material and

"j 
j,r.spent 

containers inteiin'g the sto,rm drains each Halloween night, Her business group has taken

';i#; in-reaucing these flottutants entering the storm drains. Hundreds of empty canisters of silly-

string are throwi onto the street and 81 iat.f, basins along Holly,vood Boulevard, and silly-string

is inipacted_ int6 the asphalt These items are flushed'into the storm drain system where they

"r"nffi1y.mlke 
tieir w'ay to Santa Monica Bay. once in the ocean, particles of silly'string will

potential$harm and kill marine life that mlstake these iterns for food.

.,1-..,r.,.'' '. 
:'

'ltiierefore, we support any efforts that are taken to reduce amounts of this trash. entering the

storm drain syste. along Hollywood Boulevard during Haltoween night, and encourage you to

do the same.

St(/JHD:ema
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Sincerely,

a hram Kha
Program Manage
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Recently there has been a problem with vendors selling what is commohly known as

'silly string' at various major holidays and events such as the Holly-ryood parade as well dS the

Chinese New Year parade. 'Silty string' is a product which when uSed emits a string-like oi
sffeamer-like substance that is shot or eipelled from a pressurized c6ntainer.

This product creates a great nuisancei significantly adds to the trash problem and can

also raise securiry issues at these mass gatherings. Several cities thrbughout the nation,

inctuding New Orleans have enacted ordinances to ban the sale of 'silly string' along

designated parade routes. 
]

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City.Attorney be requested lo prepare and present an

ordinance which would prohibit the sale of 'silly string' during parades and other special

events, inasmuch as this product can create potential health, safety ahd welfare concems for
members of the public who.attend parades and other similar events.
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