
City of Los Angeles Mail  
Glendale/Hyperion Bridge support Exhibit 1 
 
Sergio Lambarri <sergio@atwatervillage.org> Sat, May 30, 2015 at 6:03 PM 
To: councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org, councilmember.price@lacity.org, 
councilmember.buscaino@lacity.org 
Cc: mayor.garcetti@lacity.org, Mitch O'farrell <councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org>, 
Councilmember Tom LaBonge <tom.labonge@lacity.org>, Michael.Espinosa@lacity.org 
Honorable Councilmembers, 
 
My name is Sergio Lambarri, a board member of the Atwater Village Neighborhood 
Council and an appointed member of the Citizens Advisory Committee for the 
Glendale/Hyperion Complex of Bridges Project. 
 
  
 
The Atwater Village Neighborhood Council, along with the Atwater Village Chamber of 
Commerce, the Atwater Village Residence Association, Friends of Atwater Village, and 
hundreds of residents and business alike, find that Exhibit 1 incorporates the best of all 
proposed aspects yet allows for the most flexibility now and into the future. 
 
  
 
We realize the main purpose of the Complex of Bridges retrofit is so that these historic 
bridges can withstand a major seismic event. As the complex now stands it is a 
dangerous and unstable structure, yet the Bridge Project has been on the Council 
docket since 2005. At previous meetings a consensus could not be reached on which 
plan to approve and the funding was reallocated. We cannot afford to procrastinate any 
longer, not only for the possible loss of funding but for the safety of all that utilize and 
depend on these bridges. We urge you to adopt Exhibit 1 as it is by far the best option. 
 
Exhibit 1 provides four narrower traffic lanes for the safe and efficient movement of 
private autos, service trucks, delivery trucks, buses, ambulances, fire trucks, and police 
cars. It also adds an elevated five foot wide bike lane up the bridge and an elevated six 
foot wide bike lane down the bridge, along with an elevated wider then minimum ADA 
compliant sidewalk with a barrier to separate vehicles from pedestrians. 
 



All these improvements are for the safety of all that use this historic bridge: motorists, 
bicyclists, and pedestrians alike. To add these safety measures with-in the confines of 
this bridge certain aspects need to be withdrawn. With the absence of the south/east 
sidewalk, which has no stairway to the streets below and dead ends at the Waverly 
Bridge, space will be provided for the two elevated bike lanes and the elevated 
protected ADA sidewalk, all while retaining the four motor vehicle lanes. 
 
 
 
This area will have an expanded volume of traffic from the civil engineering projects to 
the multi-family housing complexes being planned and built in and around the 
surrounding area: the $1-billion River Project, the expansion of North Atwater Park, the 
planned 1,100 parking space New Life Vision Church, the newly proposed 60 unit 
complex in north Atwater Village, and the two major malls along with the multiple 
apartments complexes coming on line across our border in the City of Glendale. This is 
only one of three arteries that lead into Atwater Village; we should not restrict access for 
service or delivery trucks, or for the residences that call this Village home, nor can we 
afford to have our emergency vehicles trapped on a constricted roadway when critical 
seconds count. Improvements to the Complex of Bridges needs to take into account 
future growth and in order to accomplish this we cannot consider confining ourselves to 
a bottleneck configuration. 
 
  
 
We look forward to when the Complex of Bridges Project is completed. A new 
pedestrian/bicycle bridge across the L.A. River, the addition of multiple bicycle lanes, 
ADA compliant walkways, a reconfiguration of the I-5 north bound off ramp, a widening 
of the Glendale Bridges, a radar activated speed limit sign at the base of the bridge, a 
refurbishment of the existing street lamps, and a return of the original balustrade design 
on the historic Hyperion Bridge will be a vision to the future with an acknowledgement to 
the past. With the incorporation of Exhibit 1 we will have a much stronger, more 
efficient, multi-modal, and more aesthetically pleasing bridge for the next hundred 
years. 
 
  
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 



An Informed Community is an Empowered Community 
 
Sergio Lambarri 
Atwater Village Neighborhood Council  
board@atwatervillage.org / 323-230-3406 
Special Interest Representative / Government Relations Committee 
sergio@atwatervillage.org / 818-660-6849 
This is Atwater, your Village, your Neighborhood, your Council. 
You’re Welcome to join us. 
 
www.atwatervillage.org  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Atwater-Village-Neighborhood-
Council/126009230754867 
https://twitter.com/atwaternc 
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November 13, 2014 

 

Council File 05-0173 

Honorable City Council 

c/o Office of the City Clerk 

Los Angeles City Hall 

200 North Spring Street, Room 395 

Los Angeles, CA. 90012 

 

The Atwater Village Neighborhood Council requests that the following Community Impact 

Statement be added to Council File 05-0173 supporting Exhibit 1 of the Glendale/Hyperion Bridge 

Improvement Project. 
 
 

COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT 

The Atwater Village Neighborhood Council, along with the Atwater Village Chamber of 

Commerce, the Atwater Village Residents Association, and Friends of Atwater Village, in regards 

to the Glendale/Hyperion Bridge Improvement Project, vigorously supports Exhibit 1 as described 

by the Bureau of Engineering to the Citizens Advisory Committee.  

We fully support the addition of bicycle lanes and an ADA compliant sidewalk that will travel the 

length of the bridge. We also support four motor vehicle traffic lanes which will provide the most 

flexibility when taking future needs of our community into account.  

Every other exhibit would lock-in a three lane bottle neck configuration and would be a detriment 

to the future growth of our community, Council District 13, and the entire City of Los Angeles. 

 

 

 

This Community Impact Statement is based on the action taken at the regularly scheduled Board of 

Governors meeting on November 13, 2014; the Atwater Village Neighborhood Council has 

adopted the following motion by a vote of 13 yes’s, 4 no’s, 0 abstentions, and has directed that this 

Community Impact Statement be filed with the City Clerk’s office reflecting its position. 

 

Motion by Sergio Lambarri: “I move that the AVNC support a Community Impact Statement 

which bolster our pervious Letter of Support that preferences Exhibit 1 for the Glendale/Hyperion 

Complex of Bridges as described by the Bureau of Engineers.” 

 

Seconded by - Monica Waggoner.

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

August 13th, 2014 

 

The Honorable Eric Garcetti, Mitch O’Farrell and Tom Labonge 

City Hall, City of Los Angeles 

 

RE: PRESERVING 4-LANE ACCESS TO THE GLENDALE-HYPERION VIADUCT 

 

Dear Eric, Mitch and Tom: 

 

The Glendale-Hyperion Viaduct is an important part of Atwater’s vehicular infrastructure. It gives local 

drivers and far-flung commuters’ easy access to surrounding communities, the 5 Interstate Freeway and 

nearby businesses. Since its construction the bridge has primarily served to facilitate vehicular travel. 

Today, the Hyperion Bridge remains a key artery for drivers to travel from, to or thru Atwater Village. 

 

The Atwater Village Chamber of Commerce (AVCC) reaffirms its resolute support for design option #1. 

This option is the best design out of the three deliberated by the Citizens Advisory Committee. It is the 

only design that will preserve the 4 traffic lanes on Hyperion’s main bridge while providing for pedestrian 

and bicyclist safety.   

 

Preserving the 4 traffic lanes is of upmost importance to Atwater’s small business community. Local 

consumers have shown time and time again that their preferred method of travel to shop in Atwater 

Village is by automobile. Forcing a “road diet”, or a vehicular lane reduction, on the Hyperion Bride would 

cause unnecessary traffic congestion and delays for consumer seeking to visit Atwater Village. This would 

force consumers to other shopping areas as they change their driving routes to avoid the added 

congestion.  The end result would be more traffic congestion, less road safety and a loss of income for 

small businesses.  

 

On behalf of the AVCC and Atwater’s business community we urge you to lend your steadfast support for 

design option #1.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Luis Lopez 

Executive Director 

Atwater Village Chamber of Commerce 



fl*TRVltnu +|
PO. Box 39654, Los Angeles, CA 90039

August 19,20L4

Dear Councilmem ber O' Farrell :

The Atwater Village Residents Association (AVRA) wishes to thank you, City officials and engineers who

have labored tirelessly to finalize plans and initiate work on the Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Avenue

Viaduct lmprovement Project. As THE residential association in Atwater Village, AVRA fully supports the

Exhibit L proposalfor improvement, earthquake retrofitting and historic preservation of the bridge

complex.

For years AVRA has served the entire community of Atwater Village; its residents, property owners and

businesses. And for the last ten years, members have been significantly involved with the details of this

improvement project. With the Glendale Boulevard-Hyperion Bridge Complex as the gateway to and

from our Village, we find that Exhibit 1 serves the needs of the entire community in a balanced, well

thouBht-out and rational manner, with no specialconsideration given to one particular interest over

a nother.

It is very important that the needs of the entire community of Atwater Village be considered when

making the final decision of which exhibit to implement. Members of AVRA and others within Atwater

Village have, for decades, worked tirelessly to improve many aspects that make this small piece of Los

Angeles the flourishing community it has become. lt would be a grave blow to have its combined needs

ignored in favor of any special interest group.

Thankyou again forthe considerable workthat has been given to this project. lt is whole-heartedly

a ppreciated.

Sincerely,

A^,J,^'*U
Mark Waldner
AVRA President

Barbara Lass

Soecial I nterests Committee

cc: Mayor Eric Garcetti
Councilmember Tom LaBonge, CD 4

Wen Chyn, Bridge improvement Division, Bureau of Engineering (City of Los Angeles)

Board, Atwater Village Neighborhood Council (AVNC)
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June 1, 2015 
 

Council File #05-0173 
Honorable City Councilmembers of  
The Public Works & Gang Reduction Committee 
Los Angeles City Hall 
200 North Spring Street, Rm 1060 
Los Angeles, CA. 90012 
RE: Glendale/Hyperion Complex of Bridges Project & Support for Exhibit 1 

 

Honorable Councilmembers, 

My name is Sergio Lambarri, a board member of the Atwater Village Neighborhood Council and an appointed 

member of the Citizens Advisory Committee for the Glendale/Hyperion Complex of Bridges Project. 

 

The Atwater Village Neighborhood Council, along with the Atwater Village Chamber of Commerce, the 

Atwater Village Residence Association, Friends of Atwater Village, and hundreds of residents and business 

alike, find that Exhibit 1 incorporates the best of all proposed aspects yet allows for the most flexibility now and 

into the future. 

 

We realize the main purpose of the Complex of Bridges retrofit is so that these historic bridges can withstand a 

major seismic event. As the complex now stands it is a dangerous and unstable structure, yet the Bridge Project 

has been on the Council docket since 2005. At previous meetings a consensus could not be reached on which 

plan to approve and the funding was reallocated. We cannot afford to procrastinate any longer, not only for the 

possible loss of funding but for the safety of all that utilize and depend on these bridges. We urge you to adopt 

Exhibit 1 as it is by far the best option. 

Exhibit 1 provides four narrower traffic lanes for the safe and efficient movement of private autos, service 

trucks, delivery trucks, buses, ambulances, fire trucks, and police cars. It also adds an elevated five foot wide 

bike lane up the bridge and an elevated six foot wide bike lane down the bridge, along with an elevated wider 

then minimum ADA compliant sidewalk with a barrier to separate vehicles from pedestrians. 

All these improvements are for the safety of all that use this historic bridge: motorists, bicyclists, and 

pedestrians alike. To add these safety measures with-in the confines of this bridge certain aspects need to be 

withdrawn. With the absence of the south/east sidewalk, which has no stairway to the streets below and dead 

ends at the Waverly Bridge, space will be provided for the two elevated bike lanes and the elevated protected 

ADA sidewalk, all while retaining the four motor vehicle lanes.  
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This area will have an expanded volume of traffic from the civil engineering projects to the multi-family 

housing complexes being planned and built in and around the surrounding area: the $1-billion River Project, the 

expansion of North Atwater Park, the planned 1,100 parking space New Life Vision Church, the newly 

proposed 60 unit complex in north Atwater Village, and the two major malls along with the multiple apartments 

complexes coming on line across our border in the City of Glendale. This is only one of three arteries that lead 

into Atwater Village; we should not restrict access for service or delivery trucks, or for the residences that call 

this Village home, nor can we afford to have our emergency vehicles trapped on a constricted roadway when 

critical seconds count. Improvements to the Complex of Bridges needs to take into account future growth and in 

order to accomplish this we cannot consider confining ourselves to a bottleneck configuration. 

 

We look forward to when the Complex of Bridges Project is completed. A new pedestrian/bicycle bridge across 

the L.A. River, the addition of multiple bicycle lanes, ADA compliant walkways, a reconfiguration of the I-5 

north bound off ramp, a widening of the Glendale Bridges, a radar activated speed limit sign at the base of the 

bridge, a refurbishment of the existing street lamps, and a return of the original balustrade design on the historic 

Hyperion Bridge will be a vision to the future with an acknowledgement to the past. With the incorporation of 

Exhibit 1 we will have a much stronger, more efficient, multimodal, and more aesthetically pleasing bridge for 

the next hundred years. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

Sergio Lambarri 

Atwater Village Neighborhood Council 
Special Interest Representative / Government Relations Committee Chair 
Citizens Advisory Committee 
 
Enclosures:  
AVNC CIS 
AV Chamber of Commerce 
AV Residence Association 
Friends of AV 
 
Cc:  
Mayor Eric Garcetti  
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Cc (cont.):  
Councilmember Joe Buscaino 
Councilmember Curren D. Price Jr.  
Councilmember Gilbert A. Cedillo  
Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell  
Councilmember Tom LaBonge 
City Clerk Michael Espinoza 

 


