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Date: May 24, 2007

Los Angeles City Council
Room 395, City Hall
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

ATTENTION: Barbara Greaves, Legislative Assistant
Planning and Land Use Management Committee

CASE NUMBER CHC-2007 -443-HCM
LOUISE PRATT HOUSE
2706-2708 SOUTH MENLO STREET

At the Cultural Heritage Commission meeting of May 3, 2007, the Commission moved to include the above
property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monuments, subject to adoption by the City CounciL.

As required under the provisions of Section 22,126 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the Commission
has solicited opinions and information from the office of the Council District in which the site is located and
from any Department or Bureau of the city whose operations may be affected by the designation of such site
as a HistOric-Cultural Monument. Such designation In and of itself has no fiscal impact. Future applications
for permits may cause minimal administrative costs.

The City Council, according to guidelines set forth in Section 22.125,1 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code,
shall act on the proposed inclusion to the list within 90 days of the Councilor Commission action, whichever
occurs first. By resolution, the Council may extend the period for good cause for an additional 15 days.

The Cultural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of the subject modification to the list of
Historic-Cultural Monuments upon adoption by the City CounciL.

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote:

Moved:
Seconded:
Ayes:
Vote:

Commissioner Barron
Commissioner Singer
Commissioners Carlisle, Dake and Martin
5-0

,4-k,;j!,Q.,,,Q (~C7z1iA.,-L,-i
Sheldred Alexander, Commission Executive Assistant
Cultural Heritage Commission

SA:aa

Attachment: Staff Report with Findings

c: Councilmember Bernard C. Parks, Eight Council District
Robert E. Carrere & Karen L. Carrere, Owners
Anna Marie Brooks, Applicant's Representative

tl) ß AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER !J
Recalal)mafrmrocdewae. "'-t



D£PARTMENT OF
CITY PLANNING

Offin Of HISTORIC fü')()URUS
200 N. SP¡'I,,C S¡¡.u ¡. Rüo~\ 610

ICY,,\'i;¡u ,_ CA 900 12430 1

~ITY OF Los ANGELL3
CALIFORNIA

Encu riv( OffiCES

'\1\RY f.L\LJS-"'1.-\1I1IN
f'~! ~rlll' ¡

S_ C-\IL CUlDBfRC,\ICP
DIRfcro~

,' ¡ I' 'j~ 8- 1 ~ ; ¡

CLJLIURAL HlRITr\Cf (OM1'v1hSI()r-1
CORDON B H,-\1..1I110"-

U(PI,lvDIRfClOR

'11 .I' 'ì.~ g- 1 -' ;.)

Rlo-P,Rl) BARRON
-'l,\'I.-M.C-\RI1Slf
C-\RlUS SINCfR

C,l.-\!'LLYSJ-'lfORD.!!I

RUßfRJ ILC,tJTIO!\
mf'l ¡y ~)I¡.!\ :,~~

'2n 'Jig 11.'-1

r,\X:J1).,g'SI2

,\1.-\YUR

INFOR,\-1\lION
,) 11, giS- 1 ~.o

W\Viv_tKirvorg.Pli''

Co.\.1,\1ISSIC)N OfFI(J
';; (J~il- 1100 I\NIONIO R. VILLAR,\ICOS¡\

Date May 24, 2007

Los Angeles City Council
Room 395, City Hall
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

ATTENTION Barbara Greaves, Legislative Assistant
Planning and Land Use Management Committee

CASE NUMBER CHC-2007-443-HCM
LOUISE PRATT HOUSE
2706-2708 SOUTH MENLO STREET

At the Cultural Heritage Commission meeting of May 3, 2007, the Commission moved to include the above
property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monuments, subject to adoption by the City CounciL.

As required under the provisions of Section 22.126 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the Commission
has solicited opinions and information from the office of the Council District in which the site is located and
from any Department or Bureau of the city whose operations may be affected by the designation of such site
as a Historic-Cultural Monument. Such designation in and of itself has no fiscal impact Future applications
for permits may cause minimal administrative costs.

The City Council, according to guidelines set forth in Secton 22125,1 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code,
shall act on the proposed inclusion to the list within 90 days of the Council or Commission action, whichever
occurs first. By resolution, the Council may extend the period for good cause for an additional 15 days.

The Cultural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of the subject modification to the list of
Historic-Cultural Monuments upon adoption by the City Council

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote:

Moved:
Seconded
Ayes:
Vote:

Commissioner Barron
Commissioner Singer
Commissioners Carlisle, Dake and Martin
5-0

SA:aa

iiL,J,Q"cQ (~l~'¡v-Lc.i1____ ______ __ ( ..___
Sheldred Alexander, Commission Executive Assistant
Cultural Heritage Commission

Attachment: Staff Report with Findings

c: Council member Bernard C Parks, Eight Council District
Robert E. Carrere & Karen L Carrere, Owners
Anna Mane Brooks, Applicant's Representative

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER Retiardma~()m'ec.ie~
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Date: May 24, 2007

Los Angeles City Council
Room 395, City Hall
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

ATTENTION Barbara Greaves, Legislative Assistant
Planning and Land Use Management Committee

CASE NUMBER: CHC-2007 -443-HCM
LOUISE PRATT HOUSE
2706-2708 SOUTH MENLO STREET

At the Cultural Heritage Commission meeting of May 3, 2007, the Commission moved to include the above
property In the list of Historic-Cultural Monuments, subject to adoption by the City Council

As reqUired under the provisions of Section 22,126 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the Commission
has solicited opinions and information from the office of the Council District in which the site is located and
from any Department or Bureau of the city whose operations may be affected by the designation of such site
as a Historic-Cultural Monument Such designation in and of itself has no fiscal impact Future applications
for permits may cause minimal administrative costs.

The City Council, according to guidelines set forth in Secton 22125,1 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code,
shall act on the proposed inclusion to the list within 90 days of the Councilor Commission action, whichever
occurs first By resolution, the Council may extend the period for good cause for an additional 15 days.

The Cultural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of the subject modification to the list of
Historic-Cultural Monuments upon adoption by the City Council

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote:

Moved:
Seconded:
Ayes:
Vote:

Commissioner Barron
Commissioner Singer
Commissioners Carlisle, Dake and Martin
5-0

SA:aa

L (' t. Q. ' ," I' , ,/f " :11, _0."' "'.0 - cU~£iA~tL_,-,i~-------- . ( - --
Sheldred Alexander, Commission Executive Assistant
Cultural Heritage Commission

Attachment Staff Report with Findings

c: Councilmember Bernard C Parks, Eight Council District

Robert E, Carrere & Karen L Carrere, Owners
Anna Marie Brooks, Applicant's Representative

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER !J
Rea'lm;tromlecwae r:



Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION

HEARING DATE:
TIME:
PLACE

PROJECT:

REQUEST:

APPLICANT!
OWNER'S
REPRESENTATIVE:

OWNER:

RECOMMENDA nON

CASE NO.: CHC-2007-443-HCM

April 19, 2007
10:30 AM
City Hall, Room 1010
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA
90012

Location: 2706-2708 South Menlo Street
Council District: 8
Community Plan Area: South Los Angeles
Area Planning Commission: South Los Angeles
Neighborhood Council: Empowerment Congress

North Area
Legal Description: Lot 38 of Bancroft Tract

Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
LOUISE PRATT HOUSE

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

Anna Marie Brooks
1109 Fourth Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90019

Robert Edward Carrere & Karen Lynette Wright Carrere
2641 Orchard Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90007

That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles
Administrative Code Section 22.125.

2. Adopt the report findings.

S, GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP
Direr'f P'"""iog

MKeI Bernstein, Manager
Offce of Historic Resources

~
Lambert M, Giessinger, Architect
Offce of Historic Resources

r cia, Preservation Planner

Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: January 10, 2007 Historic-Cultural Monument Application



2706-2708 South Menlo Avenue
CHC-2007 -443-HCM
Page 2 of 3

FINDINGS

The building "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen,
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction" as an example of
Swiss/Alpine Chalet and Craftsman-style residential architecture,

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing

characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age,

SUMMARY

Built in 1904, this two-and-a-half story residential building exhibits character-defining features of
Swiss/Alpine Chalet and Craftsman-style architecture, The front-gabled wood-frame building has
decorative wood trimmed fascia, triangular knee braces, and rafters, A half-length porch on the
west façade encloses a slightly off-centered entrance and stained-glass window, The building's
exterior features wood siding and composition shingle, The windows are fixed single and multi-
pane, multi-pane and single pan casement, and a bay window, Significant interior spaces include
an entry hall with beamed ceiling, original open stair landing and stairs, French doors, and built-in
cabinetry,

The proposed Louise Pratt House historic monument was designed in 1904 by an unidentified
architect The building was built for Louise Pratt, a real estate developer and philanthropist who
was married to Edwin W, Pratt, an employee of the Los Angeles Electric Company and the Los
Angeles Lighting Company, a pioneering electric utility in the 1880s,

The subject property may be significant as an example of the Swiss/Alpine Chalet and Craftsman
style as well as its possible association with significant historical figures,

The subject property is listed on the National Register of Historic Places (US-87000139) as a
contributing property to the Menlo Avenue-29lh Street Historic District

Later alterations to the subject property include the addition of a detached garage and a stained-
glass window (1979) to a preexisting window frame adjacent to the entranæ,

The Louise Pratt House property successfully meets one of the specified Historic-Cultural
Monument criteria: "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen,
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction," As a residential
building designed in the Swiss/Alpine Chalet and Craftsman style, the property qualifies for
designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on this criterion,



2706-2708 South Menlo Avenue
CHC-2007 -443-HCM
Page 3 of 3

FINDINGS

At its meeting of February 15, 2007, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the

application under consideration, On March 15, 2007, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured
the subject property,



Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION

HEARING DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

PROJECT:

REQUEST:

APPLICANT!
OWNER'S
REPRESENTATIVE:

OWNER:

RECOMMENDATION

CASE NO.: CHC-2007-443-HCM

February 15, 2007
10:00 AM
City Hal" Room 1010
200 N, Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA
90012

Location: 2706-2708 South Menlo Street
Council District: 8
Community Plan Area: South Los Angeles
Area Planning Commission: South Los Angeles
Neighborhood Council: Empowerment Congress

North Area
Legal Description: Lot 38 of Bancroft Tract

Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
LOUISE PRATT HOUSE

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

Anna Marie Brooks
1109 Fourth Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90019

Robert Edward Carrere & Karen Lynette Wright Carrere
2641 Orchard Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90007

That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1, Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los

Angeles Administrative Code Section 22,125 because the application and accompanying
photo documentation suggest the submittal may warrant further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings,

S GAIL GOLDBERG, AICPD'lu
~n Bernstein, Manager

Office of Historic Resources

Prepared by:

(l~.
Lambert M, Gièssinger, Architect
Office of Historic Resources

Edga arcia, Preservation Planner
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments January 10, 2007 Historic-Cultural Monument Application
ZIMAS Report



2706-2708 South Menlo Avenue
CHC-2007 -443-HCM
Page 2 of 2

SUMMARY

Built in 1904, this two-and-a-half story residential building exhibits character-defining features of
Swiss/Alpine Chalet and Craftsman-style architecture, The front-gabled wood-frame building has
decorative wood trimmed fascia, triangular knee braces, and rafters, A half-length porch on the
west façade encloses a slightly off-centered entrance and stained-glass window. The building's
exterior features wood siding and composition shingle, The windows are fixed single and multi-
pane, multi-pane and single pan casement, and a bay window, Significant interior spaces include
an entry hall with beamed ceiling, original open stair landing and stairs, French doors, and built-in
cabinetry.

The proposed Louise Pratt historic monument was designed in 1904 by an unidentified architect.
The building was built for Louise Pratt, a real estate developer and philanthropist who was
married to Edwin W, Pratt, an employee of the Los Angeles Electric Company and the Los
Angeles Lighting Company, a pioneering electric utility in the 1880s,

The subject property may be significant as an example of the Swiss/Alpine Chalet and Craftsman
style as well as its possible association with significant historical figures,

The subject property is listed on the National Register of Historic Places (US-87000139) as a
contributing property to the Menlo Avenue-29lh Street Historic District

Later alterations to the subject property include the addition of a detached garage and a stained-
glass window (1979) to a preexisting window frame adjacent to the entrance,

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing

characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age,

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the
application is complete and that the property is sjgnificant enough to warrant rurther investigation
as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.



CITY OF LOS ANGELES
SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET

TYPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

Complete One or Both of the Upper and Lower Portions of 'Ibis Page

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Louise Pratt House
NAM OF PROPOSED MONE\1FNT

IS AN IMPOin:ANT EXAMPLE OFruE

Swiss/Alpine Chalet Craftman_
AJtClIITECl"URAL :,TY: (SEE LINE H)

ARCHllFCî1;RF

AND MEET ruE CULTURL I lERIAGE ORDINANCE BECAUSE OF TIlE HIGH QUAu/Y OF ns DESIGN AJff TIE RETENTION

OF ITS ORIGINAl FORM, DETAILIG AND TI'TGRITY.

AND/OR

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

TIE._~_~~._ Louise Pratt House
WAS BUILT IN_~ 1904

r\AME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT
'lEAn ßL'lLT

Louise Yelverton Shipman Pratt
NAM Of rlRST OR SIGNIFCAN (m fER

-~----~-_~ WAS IMPORTANT TO ruE

DEVELOPMENT OF LOS ANGELES BECAUSF~e was ': leading philanthropist and real estate investor/developer,

~I€)ase see accompan~ing bioWaphy for Louis~! elverton Shipman Pratt,

-.-----"--------~------"-~.-

HISTORIC-CUlTURAL MONUMENT

APPLICATION



HISTORic-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION

TIPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

IDENTIFICATION

i. NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT Louise Pratt House

2, STREET ADDRESS_, .2706-2708 South Menlo Ayenue (built as 2708 South Menlo Avenu,,)

CITY Los ~!!les ZIP CODE 90007 COUNCIL DISTRCT 8

3 ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO. _,5055-008-024-

I¡ COMPUTE LEGAL DESCRIPTON, TRAer Bancrofi_________

RLOCK None ,_LOnS) _,. 38 ARB. NO_--ne

5. RAN(;F OF ADDRESSES ON I'ROPEIUY 2706-2708 South Menlo Avenue

6. l'IU'SENT OWNER ___ Robert Edward Carrere & Karen Lynette Wright Carrere 

STRET ADDRESS __ 2641 Orchard Avenue lò-MAIL /ilDRE~5~ karen7H13(¡sbcglobaLnet

CITY Los ,Angeles STAn' CA ZIP CODE__¡)QQOl__ PHOi"'f (323) 734-Q444

O\vNERSIIW PIUV",1T x PURU~_,

7 PHESENT USE single family residence ___ORIGINAL USE__ sinqle f"milv residence

DESCRIPTION

8. ARCIllrECTURAL STYE
(SEE ~TY GUIDE)

Swiss/Alpine ChaletÇraftsman

9. STATE PRESENT PIIYSICAL OESCRIrnON OF TI-IE SITE OR STRUCTURE (SEEOPTOi- \.1. TlECltWnOK '.nfU'; SHEET I P-\GE :'i-L'\.\IUf)

The exterior of the house is larqelyintact and in ¡¡ood condition, A weslJacade window, north of theentrv door

has been replaced w/ a same-sizesin¡¡le fixed pane stained ¡¡lass by artisan KatsujijKat) Shino_moto, circa 1979.

-Ai.he rear/east elevation, a course of windows in the librarv has been_"Jtered bv the addition offrench doors &

,tb_8 retentio~~ of l...o of the ribbon \Nindows as !3ide l¡ght~~ _f. deck has been aûded at the east., The garage has

been converted to living space, The intei:i()r_is in 1)o()d condition with some alterations as the structure,_ over the

decades, was cOliverted from a single faniily residence, to a duplex and back t()8 single family residence now

serving as student housing, Pocketdoors are ternporarily closed & there is one temporary wall (which contains no

electrics) to provide for student privacy, The majority oLinterior & exterior character definin¡¡ elements are extant

HISTORIC--UlruRAl MONUMENT
APPLICATION



HISTORic-CULTURAL MONUMENT
ApPLICATION

Louise Pratt HouseNAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT __._____w____~~______~_.._____.

10 CONSllUCllON DATL 1QM F.KTIJ.\L, I' ESTIJIUTED, r-

11 ARCHITEC'T, DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER permit not extant

12 CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER oermit not extant

13, DATES 01' ENCLOSED PHOrOGRAPHS December 2006
(1 8'\lfI BL-\(J. _I.'\D \\JJITE (;L05-"Y _\1"1) J D1GIT:\L L-:\I\II.FDTO n-i_n:fl\L .iERlT-\(;Eo).nlIssiO"01.J\(~m-()RC)

11 CONDrnOn c:: EXCELLEi.-r II GOOD L FAIR i: DHERlORATED ri NO LONGER IN EXlSTINCE

15. ALTIMllONS A Qaraoe was built in 1920.Ln 1925 the residence was subdivided as a duplex With addi!jQIL __ u

i1_!(tchenupstairs and a bath downstairs and other necessary accommodations,_ln 1926 ,mother garage,

seemingly a replacement for the earlier one, was built. At an unknown datethe residence was returned to single

family status, In 1979 a stained olass window was installed_in preexistino framinjLtQ-lh_~northQf the enlrv dOOL_

16. THREATS TO SITI, 1;1 NONE KNO\X'N r- PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT 0 VANDALISM 0 PUlJLlC WORKS PROJECT

o ZOl\lNG r- OTI! ER

17, IS THE STRucrURE ¡¡ ON IT ORlGINAL SITE r- MOVED 0 UNKNOWN

SIGNIFICANCE

18 BRIERY S'L\TE lISTORICU. AND/OR ARClIlTECTUltr\L IJfPR1~\NL'E INLJJJDE D..-\l--:.\ E\'ENl"S, ;\ND PER.":ON ,-\SSexi.XllD

WITH 11-ll SITE (SEE ALSO SIGNlFiCi\NCè \YORK SHEET 750 \'dJRDS M!\XJMl;M IF lSJNG ADD1-iONAl. SllEFl~)

The Louise Pratt House is a Federal individually listed mon"-Ilent (US-87000139), listed 2/12/1987, It_is State

listed as No,026964, as a contributino property í1Q the Menlo Avenue/29th Street rNationallHistoric__

District and as an individual property (1S), It is also a contributing structure in the North University Park SpeCific

-"Ian, With all of this it is not eligible for the Mils Act program and can only become eligible if it can gain

HCM status, See Historical Sionificance sheet accompanvinq this application,

19 SOURCES (UST nOOKS, DOCiJ\1t'NTS, SURVEYS. PERSONAl INTERVIEWS 'YTIl DAn:"ì)--I~ase see accomoanvinaBiblioQraohv '"~

20 DATI FORM PREPARED____ 01/0¡¡/?007 _____PREPARER'S NA.ME___ _---Dna Marl!, BrooKs_,.

OHGANIZATION_______ ____STREET ADDRESS. 1109 4th Avenue

ar Lo An __--TATE__CA Zl cooEJIlJ19 __PHO' (310)652143 ...

E-MAIL ADDRESS, historichomesLA(QaoLcom

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMFNT

APPLICATION



DESCRIPTION WORK SHEET
TYPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

11IE_~___ Louise Pratt House __._._~~____,__.~.__~~.__~._ IS A ~ two-and-a-half -STORY,
NAML OF PROPOSED MONlJMENT !\IJMBER OF STOHli:"

Swiss/Alpine Chalet Craftsman
ARCJJJr.CTUltAt ."Jì'LE (:-1'E U~E i: ABOVE)

irregular
PLAN single family residence

!-"11UJCllJRF. IlSF !RESIDENCE. ETC)PLAN SHAPE (Click 10 See Chart)

WITI I A __ __ w"" siding ___,_._~_____,___~___~_ 1'1 NISI I AND _~ ... ,~_",oo_~__ HL".
;\1AllJlAl (WOOD SUPING. WlXD SJIlNGlES l3RK.ÌÎ. SJ1;CCO_ t'C¡ MATEJU (WOOD. METAL. ETC.)

IT'S
steep pitched gable

ROOF SHAPE (Click to See Chart)
ROOF IS composition shingle

MATÐUAIClAY TILE_ A'iIL\lT OR W(XJ) Sl liNGLE'i_ Ere)

wood
W1;.fXJW ,\i.A,rnUAl.

fixed single _~_~~_~ulti-pane, multi-pane and single pane casement WIX)WS ARE PAIIT OF THE DESK,N.
WINIXJW TYPE !DITBLE IHJNG (SUOE'i 1'1' &: JXWNJ_ CASEMEJ'"T (OPENS O1JT. IIOllZONTAl SUIJ!NG_ ETel

1H ENTN ffA1URES A _~___________~_ reæssed, off-center, raised
DOOR LOCTION (RECr5SED. CEJ\TIHED_ OFF--. COlL"fR. ETei

door with six-pane window & decorative strap hinges
fJT" lXH .''-TYLE (Click to See Chart)

IX10R ADDITONAL CHARACrER DEFINING ELEMENTS

OF '11 IE STRUCTURE AR clapboard exterior walls, non-sysemetrical facade, steep pitched gable roof, miniature
lJEVTIFY ORIGINFE SUUi A'\ POROlES ISTE owrn BA1CONIlS: NUMBER AJD SIW'E OF IXJR\-IEHS (Click to See Ch",I)

balcony with paired sash windows and decorative balustrade in gable end, full length overhanging balcony, raised
NUMBEH AND UKA1l0N OF ClllMNTYS, Slfi."lì.S, SECONDAlì.Y FlJ\l.'1 I MATEAL~: PARA.PET: METAL. DUM: DECOAATJ 1lLF Oil CA~T STONE: ARci irs,

side entrance porch, first fioor slant bay, corbel eave and bracket supports, corbel opening at porch,
ORNAMENTAl WOODWOHK SY,"'t\-lEfTfl on A.',-y,\t'.u:-J1() CORNICE"': FRIEZES: TO\\11:11.S OR TURRI-:: BAY \viNrXJ'i~iS: llALFTlMßEll.'1G: 1I0IUZOJ\-TAlY

chimney at the south elevation, six over one windows in bay, shaped bargeboard.
.'--_..._-._~----~----------- ---- ----,._-~-

VERTICALY: FORMAl.m' on IJ\rORMAun': GARDEN WAlJ-"_ Ere:

SECONDARY mnll)JNGS CONSIST OF A garage-- - ---_.~--~--_.. -----
IDENT GARAGE: GARDEN SIIHTIR ETe

SIGNIFCAN INOR SPACE" INO.llDE entry hall wi beamed ceiling, open stair landing, stairs wi newel post and
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Biography: Louise Yelverton Shipman Pratt
Louise Pratt House ~ 2706-2708 South Menlo Avenue, Los Angeles CA 90007

Louise Yelverton Shipman was born in New York State in November of 1864, In
1888 she maried Edwin W, Pratt of Californa, They settled in Los Angeles where Mr.
Pratt was, until August of 1 897, the confdential man of the operation, and longest term
employee, of the Los Angeles Electric Company and the Los Angeles Lighting Company,
The Los Angeles Electrc Company was the city's pioneer electric utility, organzed in
1882 to provide electric street lighting in the city of Los Angeles utilizing strategically
placed 150 foot high masts, each of which cared three arc-lights illuminated by
electricity, The system was unveiled on December 31,1882 by Mayor Toberman,
providing the first electrc service in the City,

In August of 1897 a financial scandal rocked the Los Angeles Electric Company
and the Los Angeles Lighting Company and Edwin Pratt, who was noted in the Los
Angeles Times as, "",a man of ample means outside his employment," who was in no
way related to the cash of the operation resigned from the companes amidst the
resignations of colleagues and the suicide of one, (Los Angeles Times, Aug 3 i, 1897, pg.
7) No record ha~ been found indicating Mr. Pratt's next employment In i 904 the
company was reorganzed as the Los Angeles Gas and Electric Company.

At a later unown date Louise Pratt and Edwin W, Pratt were divorced, While

stil maried, the Pratts had regularly invested in real estate. Louise continued to invest in

land and real estate and her dealings were frequently chronicled in the real estate colums
of the city's newspapers, Among her holdings were a i 907 six-story aparent building
she had built at 649 South Olive Street, a house on 6th between Hill and Grand streets, the
Pratt residence at 8 i 6 S, Figueroa Street and many other investments,

In 1910 Louise Pratt and frends undertook an extended grand tour visiting
Hawaii, Japan, China, Korea, Manchura, the Malay Peninsula, Java, Bura, India,

Ceylon, Arabia, Egypt and Africa, followed by an extended tour though Europe.
Louise Pratt was regarded as an important Los Angeles philanthropist and was

active in the Ebell Club and the Home Musical Club, Pratt died June 10, 1912, in the
home of friends Mr. and Mrs. Robert Marsh, i 119 Westehester Place, At the time of her
death the majority of her property was in real estate including 100 shares of the stock of
Countr Club Park, 336 shares of the East Naples Land Company and 25 shares of San
Gabriel River Improvement Company, The publication of the details of Pratt's will

included bequests to many of the charities and organzations of which she had been a life-
long supporter. Among the beneficiaries of her accumulated wealth were Rev, Dana
Barlett who estblished Bethlehem, a men's hotel for the honest (workig) poor and
other related charties, the Protestant Los Angeles Orphans' Home, Children's Hospital
of Los Angeles, George Junor Republic (an innovative residential assistance progr for

youth founded in central New York State) and the Salvation Ary, Pratt also established
at Occidental College a scholarship trst fud for the, "assistace, maintenance and

cducation of female students," The trust was established in the name of Pratt's brother,
Dr. D, M, Shipman who, at the time, was a long term inmate of the New York State
Insane Asylum, Moneta and material gifts were bequeathed to friends and family
members. (Los Angeles Times, June 28,1912)
iÇ Anna Marie Brooks 2007



Historic Significance

Louise Pratt House
2706-2708 South Menlo Avenue, Los Angeles CA 90007

The Louise Pratt House is historically signficant as an intact example of a
Craftsman residence with Swiss/Alpine Chalet design elements,

The architect of the residence has yet to be discovered, Since the Louise Pratt
House was built in 1904 there is no extat permit To date a search of Builder and
Contractor for the relevant time period has been impossible as the microfim at the Los
Angeles Public Librar for that time span has been damaged and awaits a decision on
replacement, The City of Los Angeles Historical and Cultural Resources Survey for
North University Park, 1982-83 lists no architect or builder information for this
residence, There is also no architect or builder notice in the Los Angeles 1Ïmes. Furter
attempts will be made to uncover architect information.

Louise Pratt was historically significant as a well-known and well-regarded
philanthropist and real estate investor/developer in Los Angeles and its environs prior to
and afer the tu of the 20th Centur, She and her husband Edwin W. Pratt invested in

real estate and after her divorce from him and following Edwin's subsequent death,
Louise continued to invest and went on to develop several larger aparent buildings,

Edwi was known as a promient utility company offcer who served as the confdence
man for the Los Angeles Lighting Company and the Los Angeles Power Company, the
providers of the first electric lighting in the City of Los Angeles,

When not traveling the world, Louise regularly entertined the elite of Los
Angeles and raiscd funding and philanthropic awarness from her Swiss/Alpine Chalet
Craftsman home at 2708 South Menlo Avcnue in the Nort University Park distrct.
¡¡ Ana Mare Brooks 2007
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Louise Pratt House
2706-2708 South Meiùo Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90007
Photo date: December 2006 - 11 Ana Marie Brooks 2006
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West façade detail: Corbel cave and bracket supports, shaped bargeboard, paired windows
in gable end with bracket supported balcony with rail, full length overhanging balcony

at second level with two pairs multi-paned French doors, viewed to cast

West façade detail: West slant bay paired nine-over one casement windows flank central
fixed pane topped by ten light fixed transom, viewed to east.
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Louise Pratt House
2706-2708 South Menlo Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90007
Photo date: December 2006 ,~ ¡Ç Ana Marie Brooks 2006

--
Residence entry: Original entry door and ceiling beams, replacement stained glass window,

viewed to west

Garage at southeast corner of parcel: North elevation and west façade, viewed to southeast.



Louise Pratt House
2706-2708 South Menlo Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90007
Photo date: December 2006 ,~ (t) Anna Marie Brooks 2006

'M;Iij'1 11,1 I
/y~ ..

Librar east wall: Original nine-over-one sash windows and added 1 O-light paired
French doors opening unto rear deck and east lawn, viewed to east.

n ..l., '.,.' '''

Dining room west wall: Pocket doors to parlor, viewed to west.
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