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Sign Districts: Key Provisions 

Regulation Current Proposed 

Location Any commercial zone Regional hubs of commerce 
or industrial zone, and and transport, including the 
some high-density greater downtown a rea, 
residentia l zones stadiums and zoos 

Sign Reduction I No requ irement uone for one" sign reduction, 
Community or ha lf of that plus community 
Benefits benefits 

Protected Areas No provision Protects low-density 
residentia l, agricultural, open 
space, and scenic roadways 
from off-site signage 
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Other Key Provisions 

• Provides the City's first specific re-gulations for 

digital displays 

• Increases penalties to improve code compliance 

• Contains numerous technical refinements to 

improve clarity, enforceability and legal defensibility 
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• Approved the previous draft sign ordinance, with a 

few changes relative to Sign Districts: 

-Added the LA Zoo and Botanical Gardens to the 

list of eligible areas 

-Decreased the minimum street frontage in 

downtown from 5,000 feet to 2,640 feet 

- Updated the "grandfathering" date to Dec. 6, 

2011 



D1recr1o 

• Called for reports back on: 

- Signs in City parks 

ntinue 

-"Cross promotions" and the definitions of on-site 

and off-site signs 

- Sign Advisory Committee to advise the proposed 

Sign Unit 



Report-Back Items 

• Signs in City parks 

-A contentious issue that requires careful study 

• Definitions of off-site and on-site signs 

-City Attorney's Office recommends retaining the 

existing definitions 

• Sign Advisory Committee 

-Awaiting Sign Unit funding to address a number 

of policy issues, including settlement agreements 
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• Consistency of review (legislative level) for all off­

site sign requests 

• City oversight for Community Benefit Programs in 

Sign Districts · 

• Further refinement of brightness standards 

• Other minor clarifications and consistency fixes 
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• Total of 5,874 off-

site signs 

• Hundreds in each 

Council District 

• Updated DBS data 

can assist in sign 

reduction 

Off-Site Signs in the City of Los Angeles 

o Sign 

GJ Counci l District 

COUNCIL MEMBER DISTRICT COUNT 

Ed P. Reyes 1 419 
Paul Kreko rian 2 428 
Dennis P. line 3 226 
Tom LaBonge 4 321 
Paul Koretz 5 468 
Tony Cardenas 6 321 
Richard Alarcon 7 226 
Bernard C. Parks 8 501 
Jan Perry 9 541 
Herb J. Wesson, Jr. 10 510 
Bill Rosendahl 11 352 
Mitchell Englander 12 156 
Eric Garcet!E 13 485 

Jose Huizar 14 616 
Joe Buscaino 15 304 
TOTAL 5874 
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Staff Recommendations 

• Adopt the report dated December 4, 2012 

• Approve the proposed ordinance and direct the 

City Attorney to review it for form and legal ity 
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