
To: Los Angeles City Council PLUM Committee 
 
Council File: 09-0969 
 
The California Constitution, Article I, section 1 reads “All 
people are by nature free and independent and have 
inalienable rights. Among these are enjoying and 
defending life and liberty, acquiring, possessing, and 
protecting property, and pursuing and obtaining safety, 
happiness, and privacy." And section 7a states, “A person 
may not be deprived of life, liberty, or property without 
due process of law or denied equal protection of the 
laws…" In California Teachers Assn. v. State of California 
(1999) 20 Cal.4th 327, 331 for a teacher to pay one-half 
the cost of an administrative law judge the Supreme Court 
said “We agree with the trial court and Court of Appeal 
that this cost provision is unconstitutional. The imposition 
upon such a teacher of the open-ended cost of the 
adjudicator conflicts with the centuries-old common law 
tradition that the salaries of judges are to be borne by the 
state, and not by the litigants.” … “Accordingly, the Court 
of Appeal held that the cost provision placed too great a 
burden upon the exercise of the right to due process. The 
court also concluded that the state has no legitimate 
interest in denying a teacher a meaningful opportunity to 
be heard before termination — no matter how meritless 
the teacher’s defense may prove to be.” 
 



Land use hearings are quasi-adjudicatory and are subject 
to this ruling. Regardless of wealth an appellant should 
not have to buy justice. It would unfairly prohibit 
individuals from asserting their right to petition 
government for a redress of grievances and for the 
protection of the substantial right to property. The cost of 
a quasi-adjudicatory hearing must be paid from the 
general fund. 
 
George Abrahams 
3150 Durand drive 
Los Angeles, CA 90068 
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