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TO THE COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

Your 

reports as follows: 

File No. 10-0529 

BUDGET AND FINANCE Committee 

BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT relative to the transfer of funds to support the City 
Attorney's enforcement efforts in regard to illegal supergraphic signs. 

Recommendations for Council action, as initiated by Motion (Koretz-Zine-Hahn), SUBJECT TO 
THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR: 

1. REQUEST the City Attorney to reclassify $616,000 as revenue. 

2. AUTHORIZE the Controller to increase appropriations in the amount of $363,540 within 
Fund 100, Department 12, Account No. 3040, Contractual Services, for a six month pilot 
program, using as-needed employees to support the City Attorney's billboard enforcement 
program. 

3. REQUEST the City Attorney's Office to report back to the Council and Mayor in five months 
on the results of the stepped up enforcement efforts along with an assessment of further 
liability. 

4. RECEIVE and FILE the Motion (Koretz-Zine-Hahn). 

5. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney, or designee, to prepare Controller instructions for any 
necessary technical adjustments, subject to the approval of the City Administrative Officer 
(CAO), and AUTHORIZE the Controller to implement the instructions. 

Fiscal Impact Statement: The CAO and Chief Legislative Analyst report that the funds identified as 
available for use are one-time revenues resulting from a court settlement. The funds will be 
credited to the appropriate revenue account as a General Fund receipt and thereafter can either be 
used towards the citywide deficit or can be appropriated to the Office of the City Attorney towards 
their additional enforcement efforts. The use of these one-time funds to supplement the Reserve 
Fund or to fund a one-time increase in City Attorney resources would be consistent with the City's 
Financial Policies. 

Community Impact Statement: None submitted 

(Planning and Land Use Management Committee waived consideration of the above matter.) 

SUMMARY 

At its meeting of April 19, 2010, the Budget and Finance Committee considered Motion (Koretz­
Zine-Hahn) and a joint GAO/Chief Legislative Analyst (CLA) report relative to the transfer of funds 
and staffing needs to support the continued enforcement efforts of the City Attorney's Office in 
regard to illegal supergraphic signs. At a prior meeting on April 5, 2010, the Committee considered 



Motion (Koretz-Zine-Hahn) and requested that the CAO and ClA report back to the Committee with 
an analysis and recommendations. At the April 5th meeting, the Committee expressed concerns 
relative to the use of one-time revenue received as part of a court settlement being used to hire 
employees for the City Attorney's billboard enforcement program. The ClA suggested that a pilot 
program using as needed employees would be more feasible. 

Following meetings with the Office of the City Attorney, the joint CAO/ClA report offers three 
potential options for a pilot project to address funding and staffing needs for the continued billboard 
enforcement efforts of the Office of the City Attorney. The Office of the City Attorney has identified 
approximately $616,000 in revenue that was received as part of the settlement of the case entitled 
WW Westwood v. City of Los Angeles. These funds were deposited into a "miscellaneous account" 
with the intent to keep the funds in this account until the Council and Mayor determined how the 
funds were to be spent. The CAO/ClA report recommends that the funds be reclassified as 
revenue and that an appropriation be made to the Office of the City Attorney based on the length of 
the pilot program. 

The Budget and Finance Committee recommended approval of an appropriation of $363,540 to the 
Office of the City Attorney for a six month pilot program using as needed employees to continue the 
City Attorney's billboard enforcement program. Additionally, the Committee requested that the 
Office of the City Attorney report back to the Council and Mayor in five months on the results of the 
stepped up enforcement efforts along with an assessment of further liability. This matter is now 
forwarded to the Council for its consideration. 
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MOTION 

I MOVE, that the Budget and Finance Committee report, Item 4 on today's 
Council agenda (Council File I 0-0529), BE AMENDED for clarification purposes as 
follows: 

Recommendation 1: REQUEST the City Attorney to reclassify $616,000 as 
revenue, with $252,460 transferred to the Reserve Fund; and, 

Recommendation 2: AUTHORIZE the Controller to increase appropriations in 
the amount of $363,540 within Fund 100/12, Account No. 3040, Contractual 
Services, for a six month pilot program, using as-needed contract employees to 
support the City Attorney's billboard enforcement program. 
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VERBAL MOTION 

I HEREBY MOVE that Council REQUEST a report back from the City Attorney and 
Building and Safety relative to the implementation and positive and negative geographic 
impacts regarding enforcement efforts of illegal supergraphic signs (Item 4, CF 1 0-0529). 

April 30, 2010 

CF 10-0529 

PRESENTED BY __________________ __ 

ED P. REYES 
Councilmember, 1st District 

SECONDEDBY __ -=~-----=--------­
TONY CARDENAS 
Councilmember, 6th District 
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