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October 12, 2011 

Honorable Bernard C. Parks 
Chair, Budget and Finance Committee 
200 N. Spring Street, Room 460 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

'I 

Clean Water (Wastewater) Program Rate Proposal. CF 1 0-194 7 

The Engineering Contractors' AssociC)tion has had an opportunity to review the 
proposed Clean Water Program rate proposal and discuss the issue with the 
Bureau of Sanitation. We would like to inform you of our support for this 
proposal. 

Our members recognize the need for a well-functioning wastewater collection 
and treatment system to help protect public health and the environment and 
drive a strong economy. This Investment that will be funded from the future 
rates will help ensure that the sewer overflows that were too common ten years 
ago will not return. We also realize that the investment in our infrastructure will 
provide needed jobs for our community. The proposed ten-year series of rate 
adjustments will be used to fund over $2 billion of construction, creating well
paying jobs for local businesses and residents. 

Regards, 

c: Budget and Finance Committee Members 
Han. Tony Cardenas, Room 455 
Hon. Mitchell Englander, Room 405 
Hon. Paul Koretz, Room 440 
Han. Bill Rosendahl, Room 415 



Los Angeles Area 
Chamber of Commerce 

October 12, 2011 

Director Enrique C. Zaldivar 
Bureau of Sanitation 

=====l!=J44JI4. ¥9---"""Sm~:t.fl...:gr-eool;w,ai¥=============================== 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

Dear Director Zaldivar: 

On behalf of the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, representing more than 1,600 
businesses, which employ over 700,000 individuals throughout our region, I write to express our 
support for the general vision and objectives of the L.A. Wastewater Infrastructure project. 

Investing in our City's infrastructure is vital to keeping Los Angeles a livable and economically 
competitive area. Over the last ten years sewer overflows have been reduced by 79% and through 
efficiency gains staff has been reduced by 28%. These gains are not only impressive, but they are 
proof of what a well run department can achieve. We commend the Bureau for 
operating costs while increasing the efficiency of the department. 

In order to keep this system running smoothly the Bureau has nro.no~;ed . ..,. .... " ... ··'··'"'·""'"'··" 
to protect and renew our aging sanitation infrastructure. While 
we have reservations about the immediate sharp increases. ~ s'c:.!1~\ ;::FLX:f''''!.ci_ "'"""Jt .. ·.;-~.·r"~.~~.~·., ..•••• ~ • ..,, ....................... .. 

businesses cannot afford to take an exorbitant mc1rea~'e 
more modest increases to fund the highest 
the Council, the Chamber, and the public get 
prepare for the costs. It will also be easier 

After two decades of minor or no rate 
Prioritizing upgrades based on the 
neighborhoods first while calibrating 

We would like to reiterate our 
is taking in advancing the LA . 
participating in the 
at jduboff@lachamber.com 

Sincerely, 

Gary Toebben 
President & CEO 


