
MOTION 

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to Legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal 
governmental body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution 
by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Supreme Court's 5-4 ruling in Citizens United v. the Federal 
Election Commission rolled back legal restrictions on corporate spending in the electoral 
process, allowing unlimited corporate spending to influence elections, candidate 
selection, and policy decisions, thereby threatening the voices of "We the People" and 
the very foundation of our democracy; and 

WHEREAS, U.S. Supreme Court Justice Hugo Blackin a 1938 opinion stated, "I do not 
believe the word 'person' in the Fourteenth Amendment includes corporations"; and 

WHEREAS, the Citizens decision supersedes state and Local efforts to regulate 
corporate activity in their elections; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Motion, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 20 I 1-20 12 
Federal and State Legislative Programs SUPPORT for Legislative actions ensuring 
corporations are not entitled to the entirety of protections or "rights" of human beings, 
specifically so that the expenditure of corporate money to influence the electoral process 
is no longer a form of constitutionally protected speech, including a constitutional 
amendment based on the attached language. 

PRESENTED BY:_~_c _____:::;____ _ ____,_ __ _ 
ERIC GARCETTI 

Councilmember, 13th District 

PAUL KREKORIAN 
Councilmember, 2nd District 

BIL~ ROSENDAHL 
Councilmember, 11th District 



Proposed Constitutional Amendment 

Section 1 [A corporation is not a person and can be regulated] 

The rights protected by the Constitution of the United States are the rights of natural 
persons only. 

Artificial entities, such as corporations, limited liability companies, and other entities, 
established by the laws of any State, the United States, or any foreign state shall have 
no rights under this Constitution and are subject to regulation by the People, through 
Federal, State, or local law. 

The privileges of artificial entities shall be determined by the People, through Federal, 
State, or local law, and shall not be construed to be inherent or inalienable. 

Section 2 [Money is not speech and can be regulated] 

Federal, State and local government shall regulate, limit, or prohibit contributions and 
expenditures, including a candidate's own contributions and expenditures, for the 
purpose of influencing in any way the election of any candidate for public office or any 
ballot measure. 

Federal, State and local government shall require that any permissible contributions and 
expenditures be publicly disclosed. 

The judiciary shall not construe the spending of money to influence elections to be 
speech under the First Amendment. 

Section 3 

Nothing contained in this amendment shall be construed to abridge the freedom of the 
press. 


