
I Jl~ I I J Document tn upposttion ro 
Proposed Boarding House Ordinance: 
Case Nwnber cPC-:lOOf)-80(rCA and 

City Council File Number 07'"34-27 
cmd In Support of 

QUALITY SOBER LIVING HOMES 

,, 

Pagel 

We Lhe undersigned oppose OrdiJmnce CPC-2009·8oo-CA - Council File 07•34~27 as currently constituted, and find it to 
be discriminatory against Sober Living Homes and all group homes for persons with disabilities and to the families that 
such home help to create and maintain. We wish to bring to the attention of the members of the City Council the following; 

Sober living homes and other group homes provide housing and supportive family environments and resources to people in 
recovery from addiction, with mental illness and other disabilities. Sober living has been an integral, clinical part of 
recovecy for over 75 years. 
As presently comatitutcd. this ordirumce will have a disparate impact on groups of disabled persons seeking to live with 
others like them in single family housing of "families of disabled persons living together in mutual support (Sober Living).~. 
As residents of this City we are concerned that this ordinance puts the City at legal risk and, therefore, great financial risk. 

This City cannot legally justify through state and federal cas~ law the pr:oposed redefinition of f::unily, single hol.lsekeeping 
unit, and boarding house which this ordinance propo5es that will severely restrict not only how persons with d:isabilitie~ 
may live but how any group of unrelated people who wish to Jive together as u family can 1ive together in low density 
residential a~. {zones Rl, R2, RD). Furthermore, it should not be in the pul"View of this city to dictate how shared 
housing can be paid for, su<:h as through multiple leases or other individual financial arrangements. 

We aek you to recognize and value the 'many benefits sober living homes can and already have provided to the City 
including; reduced ~;nme, red.Ut~d. homelem~nt!ll!i, l't!tlucctl dependency on City and othor publh; &wvk~s, ~tlnrP.rl f;imil,y 
and neighbot.hood violence and other benefits. We also recognize that these benefits. unlike other social service programs. 
are provided at virtually no cost to the City and its residents. 

We continue to challenge the City to provide any objective jurisdiction-wide objective evidence that such homes are a threat 
to public health and safety and mol'e thnn other typeij of residences. NIMRV complaints of neighbors are politically 
compelling for elected officials but in no way constitute legiti.m.ate data. 

Hy affixing our names to this document, we implore the City of .(.Qs Angeles to reject the propu:~ed ordinance as pre$ently 
constituted and to provide reasonable access to treatment and recovery for all families. 

We the undc111igned petitioners: 
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