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Moving Beyond Two-Person-Per-Bedroon1: Revitalizing 
Application of the Federal Fair Housing Act to Private 
Residential ()ccupancy Standards 
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N ... 'w t'l11 )irical evidence demon'>trate'i th<'l the two person per bedroom ~tandard (a 
commot' residential occupa JC)' policy) ->'tb~tanttally limit~ the hou-.ing thotce-.; of 11 • 1 i 
thousands of .a nih.:~. tspecially Lat·nos. A-.;ian-.. anl. extended tanulte'> Ildttonwtclt: . h'­
federal fa·r Hm•si·1~ Ac t make-; overly re-.;tricti\ e policies illc~al. hut ptwnot•on of th.:­
o.;tandard by houqng provider.,. contu-.ton 111 the courts and the enforcement prt~cttcc n1 
the ll. ) . Departmcnt ot Hou~ing and llrban Dev...::lopment (HUD) have enabled the two 
pt'r on Jl'l' hec'roum '>landard to be ·r 1 e dom1nc~n t \\ It h :.1 1:\1-.;e venee r ol legality . Th1 
a. ic lt L rp~-. H J l) to u ~e ib rcnu ll .c 1y dll thorily tore md) the -.it u t to 1 md offer<> 
-;ew ''I I ·;olt l . )11 . t l•ll. t l HU D 1, ·1 . to ·t..·t. it enc.outagt" JtW He p int it l ~to ch~dlcm•.e 
the LY·o 1 r .o 'er-b ... •t! JO Olll t 1rdard ,md prc>vicle:-. ~ruidance to .:ou··t-; in ckcid i1' lht'-'l' 
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