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---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Ramos, Linda L <llramos@marshall.usc.edu> 
Date: Tue, Apr 17, 2012 at 10:25 AM 
Subject: Community care facilities in residential neighborhoods 
To: "councilmember.reyes@lacity.org" <councilmember.reyes@lacity.org>, "councilmember.englander@lacity.org" 
<councilmember.englander@lacity.org>, "councilmember.huizar@lacity.org" <councilmember.huizar@lacity.org> 
Cc: "Sharon.gin@lacity.org" <Sharon.gin@lacity.org> 
 
 
RE: Council File No. 11-0262  Community Care Facility Ordinance

 

Honorable Councilmembers Ed Reyes, Mitchel Englander, and Jose Huizar:

 

Dear Councilmembers:

The below content reflects my personal feelings in this matter, however, I would like to point out another issue. MANY 
OF THE RESIDENTS WHO WILL POPULATE THE PROPOSED COMMUNITY CARE FACILTIES ARE NOT IN FACT 
ACTUAL RESIDENTS of these residential , nor have ever been residents, OF THESE NEIGHBORHOODS that they will 
want to transition. The proposed residents are being brought to these areas from other areas, and maybe even farther.  
THIS IN FACT SMACKS OF GERRYMANDERING, and may change the order of balance when you have people who 
can cast an individual vote which has the potential to out weight the votes of actual HOMEOWNERS in the 
neighborhood. This act of GERRYMANDERING  eventually may effect PROLIFERATION AND SATURATION of 
residential areas with these supposed “care facilities”, which, don’t ever let them convince you otherwise ARE FOR 
PERSONAL PROFIT!

 

Community care facilities (e.g. elder/child/adult day care and residential group facilities) that serve 7 or more clients 
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create detrimental effects on low-density residential areas (e.g. single family zones like R1 and R2) and therefore it is 
critical that any Community Care Facility Ordinance must NOT allow such facilities into any zone “by right”.   It is 
imperative that the ordinance requires facilities for 7+ to first have a public hearing and acquire a zoning variance if they 
intend to be in an R1 or R2 zone.  The General Plan creates separate and distinct zones each with their own unique 
character, usage, and nature.  Business enterprises that operate day programs or residential care for 7 or more clients 
are best located in multifamily or commercial zones, not in zones designed for homeowners of individual family houses.  

 

Currently, there are multiple RA1 neighborhoods that are fighting to preserve their low-density neighborhoods against 
large community care facilities that are hurting/will hurt the surrounding properties’ residential character, quiet 
enjoyment, and property value.  In the Northridge South area, 75 homeowners in the semi-rural RA1 neighborhood 
called San Fernando Rurban Homes are passionately opposing an adult day care in the middle of the block that is 
requesting a zoning variance to expand their number of clients to 36.  The homeowners of the neighborhood have 
expressed overwhelming opposition to the expansion in neighborhood council and zoning administration hearings, 
letters to hearing officials, and signatures on a petition.  In the Tarzana area, hundreds of homeowners in the two RA1 
neighborhoods surrounding the Calvert Street site purchased by the developer of a 157-bed eldercare recently won their 
South Valley Area Planning Commission hearing against the eldercare developer.  In the Woodland Hills’ RA1 
neighborhood of Walnut Acres, hundreds of homeowners awaiting the zoning administration hearing results regarding 
their opposition to a proposal for a 76-bed eldercare in their single family neighborhood.  Homeowners in low-density 
residential areas understand the adverse impact that large community care facilities have in such zones.  It is critical for 
any Community Care Facilities Ordinance to maintain the current Los Angeles Municipal Code requirement for a public 
hearing and zoning variance for large facilities in R1 and R2 zones.  

 

Sincerely,

 

 

Linda Ramos
Ph.D. Administrative Coordinator
Webmaster
USC Leventhal
 School of Accounting

Ph:   213.740.4862
Fax: 213.747.2815
llramos@marshall.usc.edu
http://classic.marshall.usc.edu/leventhal
P  Please consider the environment before printing this message
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