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At the Cultural Heritage Commission meeting of March 17, 2011, the Commission moved to include the above 
property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monument, subject to adoption by the City Council. 

As required under the provisions of Section 22.171.10 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the 
Commission has solicited opinions and information from the office of the Council District in which the site is 
located and from any Department or Bureau of the city whose operations may be affected by the designation 
of such site as a Historic-Cultural Monument. Such designation in and of itself has no fiscal impact. Future 
applications for permits may cause minimal administrative costs. 

The City Council, according to the guidelines set forth in Section 22.171 of the Los Angeles Administrative 
Code, shall act on the proposed inclusion to the list within 90 days of the Council or Commission action, 
whichever first occurs. By resolution, the Council may extend the period for good cause for an additional 15 
days. 

The Cultural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of the subject modification to the list of 
Historic-Cultural Monuments upon adoption by the City Council. 

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote: 

Moved: 
Seconded: 
Ayes: 
Absent: 

Vote: 

Commissioner Kennard 
Commissioner Hamacher 
Commissioner Barron 
Commissioners Louie and Scott 

3-0 

Attachment: Staff Report with Findings 

c: Rhea Dersh and Gertrude Kay 
Burton Way Foundation/Beverly West Residents Association 
Portia Lee 
GIS 
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As you will note from the attached copy of our communication to the Los Angeles City Council, the 
Cultural Heritage Commission has moved to include the above-referenced property in the list of Historic
Cultural monuments, subject to adoption by the City Council. 

In due course, our transmittal will be given a council file number and will be referred to the Council's 
Planning and Land Use Management Committee for review and recommendation. If you are interested in 
attending the Council Committee meeting, you should call Patricia Lattimore at (213) 978-1074 for 
information as to the time and place of the Committee and City Council meetings regarding this matter. 
Please give Ms. Lattimore at least one week from the date of this letter to schedule this item on the 
Committee Agenda before you call her. 

Fely 

Attachment: Application 

c: Councilmember Paul Koretz, Fifth Council District 
Burton Way Foundation/Beverly West Residents Association 
Portia Lee 
GIS 



los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 

HEARING DATE: 
TIME: 
PLACE: 

March 17, 2011 
10:00AM 

CASE NO.: CHC-2011-68-HCM 
ENV-2011-69-CE 

Location: 330 S. Almont Drive 
Council District: 5 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 

ITEM 7 

City Hall, Room 1 01 0 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
90012 

Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Mid City West 
Legal Description: Lot 352 of TR 7615 

PROJECT: 

REQUEST: 

APPLICANT: 

APPLICANT'S 
REPRESENTATIVE: 

OWNER: 

RECOMMENDATION 

Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 
HANNAH SCHWARTZ APARTMENTS 

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 

Burton Way Foundation/Beverly West Residents Association 

Portia Lee 
ICF International 
811 West y!h Street, Suite 800 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

Rhea Dersh and Gertrude Kay 
19012 Kingsbury Street 
Northridge, CA 91326 

That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 

1. Declare th~ property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code 
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7 

2. Adopt the report findings. 

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE 
Diret,;>or of Planning Ufi-r:u 
KTn Bernstein, AICP, Manager 
Office of Historic Resources 

Prepared_~~ 

Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 

~ec, P~~N,IIoo "''"""" 
Office of Historic Resources 

Attachment: January 20, 2011 Staff Report 



Hannah Schwartz Apartments 
CHC-2011-68-HCM 
Page 2 of 3 

FINDING 

1. The building is associated with a master builder, designer, or architect, as a notable 
work of Paul R. Williams. 

SUMMARY 

Built in 1947, this four-story multi-family residential building exhibits character-defining features 
of the International Style and Streamline Moderne. The subject building is rectangular in plan 
and located at the corner of W. Burton Way and S. Almont Drive. It has a flat roof with 
composition shingles and a simple ledge. The front elevation is divided into four bays that 
consecutively recess beginning with the northernmost bay. The corner bay has a lower roofline. 
A recessed entrance is located on the ground floor and flanked by grid-like decorative screens 
with square openings. Exterior upper floor corridors leading to units have balustrades 
consisting of solid horizontal bands with rounded corners. The fourth floor balustrade is mid
length across only two bays. Full-length vertical rectangular piers bisect the main elevation from 
the roofline to the ground-floor. A full length double-row screen with square openings is located 
at the corner of the subject building from the roofline to the ground-floor. Windows are 
rectangular and square casement windows with metal mullions arranged in triple rows with 
variations in size. The exterior is sheathed in smooth stucco. Landscape features include some 
shrubbery. 

The proposed Hannah Schwartz Apartments historic monument was designed by architect Paul 
R. Williams (1894-1980). Williams was one of the foremost architects of Los Angeles in the 
mid-twentieth century, designing thousands of private homes as well as public and commercial 
buildings. Williams was also the first certified African-American architect west of the Mississippi 
River, the first African-American member of the American Institute of Architects, and also served 
on the first Los Angeles Planning Commission in 1920. The subject building was built for 
Hannah Schwartz and is an example of a multi-family unit building designed by Paul R. 
Williams. Alterations include the addition of awnings to some window openings; overall, the 
building retains a high level of integrity. 

While not the subject of the application and request before the Commission, Paul R. Williams 
also designed a nearby building at 330 S. Willaman Drive. It appears to be the same design; 
however, it has had some original windows replaced and does not appear to be as intact as the 
subject property. These two buildings have been identified in the application as the only 
privately-owned multi-family apartment building commissions by Paul R. Williams. 

CRITERIA 

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 



Hannah Schwartz Aparn.ients 
CHC-2011-68-HCM 
Page 3 of3 

BACKGROUND 

At its meeting of January 20, 2011, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the 
application under consideration. On March 3, 2011, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured 
the subject property. 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT ("CEQA"l REVIEW 

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 "consists of actions 
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the 
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory 
process involves procedures for protection of the environment'' 

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 "consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, 
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings." 

The designation of the Hanna Schwartz Apartments property as a Historic-Cultural Monument in 
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code ("LAAC") 
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in 
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent 
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set 
forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the 
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible 
alterations and new construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic structures. The 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC 
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will 
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property. 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments. 



Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2011-68-HCM 
ENV-2011-69-CE 

HEARING DATE: 
TIME: 
PLACE: 

PROJECT: 

REQUEST: 

APPLICANT: 

APPLICANT'S 
REPRESENTATIVE: 

OWNER: 

RECOMMENDATION 

January 20, 2011 
10:00AM 
City Hall, Room 1010 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
90012 

Location: 330 S. Almont Drive 
Council District: 5 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Mid City West 
Legal Description: Lot 352 of TR 7615 

Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 
HANNAH SCHWARTZ APARTMENTS 

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 

Burton Way Foundation/Beverly West Residents Association 

Portia Lee 
lCF International 
811 West 7th Street, Suite 800 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

Rhea Dersh and Gertrude Kay 
19012 Kingsbury Street 
Northridge, CA 91326 

That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10 
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrarits further investigation. 

2. Adopt the report findings. 

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE 

Dit&:bg 

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager 
Office of Historic Resources 

c1a, Preservation Planner 
e of Historic Resources 

Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources 

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 



·• . 

Hannah Schwartz Apartmenrs 
GHC-2011-68-HCM 
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SUMMARY 

Built in i 947, this four-story multi-family residential building exhibits character-defining features 
of the International Style and Streamline Moderne. The subject building is rectangular in plan 
and located at the comer of W. Burton Way and S. Almont Drive. It has a flat roof with 
composition shingles a·nd a simple ledge. The front elevation is divided into four bays that 
consecutively recess beginning with the northernmost bay. The corner bay has a lower roofline. 
A recessed entrance is located on the ground floor and flanked by grid-like decorative screens 
with square openings. Exterior upper floor corridors leading to units have balustrades 
consisting of solid horizontal bands with rounded corners. The fourth floor balustrade is mid
length across only two bays. Full-length vertical rectangular piers bisect the main elevation from 
the roofline to the ground-floor. A full length double-row screen with square openings is located 
at the corner of the subject building from the roofline to the ground-floor. Windows are 
rectangular and square caserilent windows with metal mullions arranged in triple rows with 
variations in size. The exterior is sheathed in smooth stucco. Landscape features include some 
shrubbery. 

The proposed Hannah Schwartz Apartments historic monument was designed by architect Paul 
R. Wi!liams (1894-1980). Williams was one of the foremost architects of Los Angeles in the 
mid-twentieth century, designing thousands of private homes as well as pubiic and commercial 
buildings. Williams was also the first certified African-American architect west of the Mississippi 
River, the first African-American member of the American Institute of Architects, and also served 
on the first Los Angeles Planning Commission in i 920. The subject building was built for 
Hannah Schwartz. 

Alterations include the addition of awnings to some window openings. 

CRITERIA 

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his-age. 

FINDINGS 

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant .enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 



Submitted by: 

Historic Cultural Monument Nomination 

Hannah Schwartz. Apartments 
330 South Almont Drive 
los Angeles, California 

Burton Way Fm.mdation/Beverly West Residents Association 
October 18, 2010 



IDENTIFIC::ATION 

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MoNUMENT 

APPLICATION 

TYPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETfERS 

1. NAME OF PROPOSED MONlJMENT __________ H_a_n_n_a_h_S_ch_w_a_rtz __ A.c_p_a~rt_m_e_n_ts _________ _ 

2 STREET ADDRESS 330 S. Almont Drive . ---------------------~~~~~~~~----------------------

CITY _________ ___.,L,o"-sL.A;cn""q"el12es,_ ________ Zll' CODE _ __,9"'0"'0-'48"-- COUNCIL DISTRICT ___ ___.;.c_ __ 

4. COMPLE1E lEGAL DESCRIPTION: TRACT _j#JtL<06u.1,5/'-"'Mt.J.B.!..c_.!8b.5-c11i5-.cL17L. ----------------

BLOCK ________ --"'2"'4 _______ LOT(S) ---~35,2,__ ___ ARB. NO. ______ _ 

5. RANGE OF ADDRESSES ON PROPERTY ___________________________ __ 

6. PRESENTO~------------~R2h~e~a~D~e~rn~h~a=n~d-'-G~e~rt~ru~d~e~K~a~yL_ ___ ~---------

STREETADDRESS ______ 1~9~0~1~2~K~in~g~s~b~u~~~S~t~re~e~t _______ ±E~-NUUL~~AD~~D~RE~SS~: ________________ _ 

CITY ________ -'.N.:.:o:-_rt:chc:ri:::dg;,ce::_ _______ STATE CA ZIT' CODE 91326 PHONE(____) ______ _ 

OWNERSHIP: PRIV:~'"------'-X'-------- PUBD~---------------

7. PRESENT USE --.,-------'-Aetp.:.:a:.crt'"m"'e"'n.:.:t_._H.:::o.:.:Uo:;S"'e'----- ORIGJNAL USE ----------'S"'a"'mue"'-----~-

DESCRIPTION 

s. ARCHITE~STYLE __________ ~ln~t~e~m~a~ti~o~n~a~l/S~t~re~a~m~lin~e~M~o~d~e~rn~e~----------
CSEE STYLE GUIDE) 

9. STATE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE OR STRUCTURE (SEEOPTIONALDEGUPTIONWORKSHEET.lPAGEMAXIMUM) 

See Attached Sheets 

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT 
APPUCATION 



HISTORIC-CULTURAL MoNUMENT 

APPLICATION 

NAME oF PRoPOSED MoNUMENT _____ _:H__:_a::.n:.cn_ca:;:h~S_::C:_:_hW=a:_:_rtz=-:_ALp..::a;:_rt::cm_ce_:n;ct::_S ____ _ 

10. CONSTRUCTION DATE: __ :_:-h:.:•I:_::"_:_?_:_R:_:1_:Q="-7_:_·__:_R::_':_::Iil:_:rl::_ln::_n:_;Dc_oc_rm=l'-t ;_N_:_n_;7_:_Rc_Oc_q __ FACTUAL: fT ESTIMATED:~-

11. ARCHITECf, DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER_c_P__,a:_:Uc_l ,__.R,_. _:__W:._:il:::li:o:.am=s--------------------

12. CONTRACTOR OR OTIJ:ER BUilDER I iceosed Enaineer- Brandon Johnston 

13.DATESOFENCLOSEDPHOTOGRAPHS __________ ~A~r~i\~3~0L2~0~1~0~-----------
(1 8Xl.O BLACX. AND \'ll.HITE GLOSSY AND 1 DIGITALE-MAILED TO OJLTORAL ~GE CDMMISSIO~LA.alY.ORG) 

14. CONDIDON: !l; EXCEllENT rGOOD LFAIR L DETERIORATED .fl NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE 

15. ALTERATIONS Reroofing October 10, 1985 

16. THREATS TO SITE: _ll NONE KNOWN []PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT []VANDAliSM [_] PUBUC WORKS PROJECT 

CIZONING CorrlER---------------------
17. IS THE STRUCT!JRR [{] ON ITS OIDGINAL SITE L MOVED 0 UNKNOWN 

SJ.GNIF'ICANCE 

18. BRIEFLYSTIIIEHISTORICALAND/ORARCB!TEGruRAI.ThlPORTANCKJNQ.OOEDK!ES,EVENIS,ANDPERSONASSOCI!JED 

\YJTIHTiffi SITE (sEE &SO SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET. 750 WORDS MA}:;ThiiJMIFUSING ADDITIONALSHEE1S) 

See Attached Sheets 

19. SOURCES (UST BOOKS, DOCUMEtm, SURVEYS, PERSONAL INTERVIEWS WITH DATES) ____________ ---'--_;__ __ _ 

Los Angeles County Assessors Office; California Index, Richard Riordan Library, Los Angeles; 

Hudson, Karen, "The Will and the Way: Paul R. Williams Architecl " 

20. DATE FORM PREPARED ____ _,0_,5/'-'1-"5'-'/2'-'0'-'1-"0 ____ PREPARER'S NAME ___ __,_P_,o'"-rt,ia"-'"'L"ee""-'-P-'h"'.D"'"-. __ _ 

ORGANIZATION ICF/Jones & Stokes S1REET ADDRESS 811 W. 7th Street, Suite 800 

C!TY _____ -'=L"'os"--"'A,._,n_;rQe_,\"<ese_ ____ .STATE CA ZIP CODE 90017 

E-11A.IL ADDRESS: _cPc_:le.:;_e@=js=an::e.::Lc.::oc:m _______________ _ 

PHONE (2i3) 627-5376 

H!STOR!C-cULTURAL MONUMENT 

APPUCATlON 



DESCRIPTION WORK SHEET 

TYPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS 

THE --------:-:~H'-:;a:O:n"'-na,;:h=SC';ch:,Cw;.;;a:;ortz~A;;;:P;;a=:rt~m=en"-ts=--------- IS A ---;==-"3~==----- -STORY, 
NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT NUMBER OF STORIES 

International/Streamline Modeme rectangular apartment house 
---~~~~~~~~~~~-- ---~~~~~~~~PUN~~~~~~~~--

ARCHITECTI1RA.I. STYLE (SEE UNE 8 ABOVE) PLAN SHAPE /Giir.\-.l.o !;<;:e Cnar.\ SfRUCTURE USE (RESIDENCE, ETC.) 

stucco wood WITH A----::-:=======::=:=======:-;-----FINISH AND -;;-=;-;;-:~~'=:-:--:::;:::-:-TRIM· MATERIAL (WOOD SLIDING, WOOD SHINGLES, BRICK, SIUCCO, ETC.) MATERIAL (WOOD, METAl, ETC.) 

IT'S.....:p_a_r;;;a';;pec;;t==---;====-ROOF IS Composition . ---,=="'~"'la:::s:=:s=----
ROOF.SHAPE ··.:u·'· ,,, :;,.., 1:\.,.nl M.ATER1AL (CLAY lU.E, ASPHALT OR WOOD SHINGLES, ETC.,) WINDOW MA'IERl'AL 

Three row rectangular and square with casements opening out and tixed panes 
WINDOW TYPE [DOUBLE-HUN'G (SUDES UP & DOWN), CASEMENT (OPENS DUD, HORIZONTAL SUDING, ETC.J 

WWDOWS ARE PART OF THE DESIGN. 

THE EN1RY FEATURES A -------======="'r;;e;:-cc;:es:;;s:;;ec;ed;;;,;;;ocoff;;;·;;c;oen~tc;e;;:r;;-;==-==-----~---
oooR LOCATION (RECESSED, CENTERED, OFF--CENTER, CORNER, ETC.) 

_d_o_u_b_l_e_d_o_o_r _w_it'-:h:c:do:o:Co':cr-~hC:e':'ig':::h::CtC:s"id:.:e:::li£gh"-t=s-::---:------- DOOR ADDffiONAL CHARACTER DEFJNING ELEMENTS 
ENnfy DOOR STYLE !.'iid; l<1 '.i•1<> r.:, .. n 

OF 1HE S1RUCTURE ARE triple roof-to- ground fioor support timbers; square-motif screening repeated at recessed 
IDENTIFY ORIGlNALFE.ATORES SUCH AS PORCHES (SEE CHART); BALCONIES; NUMBER AND SHAPE OF DOR1'11ERS ICii~:ir to 5~;; l:lw~l 

front entry; curved and cantilevered balconies, curved baluster wall at ground level; patterned glass pane design in 
NUMBER AND WCATION OF CHilviNEYS; SHUTIERS; SECONDARY FINISH MATERIAlS; PARAPETS; METAL TRIM; DECORA'fiV!=: TILE OR CAST STONE; ARCHE!i; 

windows; window row design in pattern of threes with corner emphasis; horizonta\ity in facade 
ORNAMENTAL WOODWORK; SYMMETRY OR ASYMMETRY;- CORNICES; FRIEZES; TOWERS OR '11.JRRETS; BK:f WINDOWS; HAI...'FTI11-1BERING; HORIZONTAllY; 

VERTICAILY; FORMALflY OR INFORMALITY; GARDEN WAllS, ETC 

SECONDARY BUTIDINGS CONSIST OF A----------rr;;=n;vr:c=o;;N:-;o,.n:;;ern;;,.-;;:;;;c;w--ro~--------
IDENITFY GARAGE; GARDEN SHELTER, ETC. 

SIGNIFICANT INTERIOR SPACES INCLUDE -=====;;c;-c;;;;;;;rr~m;'ii"'Jn;-;;t';e;i;ri;;o;;,rs~n';;;oi;t .;;ac,;:c;::-cei:;s~s;ie;;;d""'c;;;nc;===:;-;-;====;;;c 
IDEl'ffiFY ORIGINAL FEAlTIRES SUCH AS WOOD PANELING; MOlDINGS AND TRIM; SPEC:W. GLASS WINDOWS; 

ORNATE CEIIlNG!l; PLASTER MOLDINGS; UGHT FJX11.1RES; PAINTED DECORATION; CERAMIC TIME; STAIR BALUSTRADES; BUILT-lN FURNITURE, ETC. 

IMPORTANf LANDSCAPING INCLUDES _ _:.M___:_a_tu_r_e_tr_e_es_o_n--;;B;;;u;crt;;o;;;n;-;:;;W;;;ao;-'y;;;-;;-eccle:;:v;;a-;;;ti;;;o:;:n;;;; ;;co;;-ri';;g:;;in"'a"J ;;;p,la;;;n,t_e_r _a_lo_n-"g,_f_r_on_t_e_J_e_v_a_tio_n __ 
IDEI'ITIFY NOTABLE MATURE TREES AND SHRUBS 

H!STOR[C -CULTURAL MONUMENT 
AI'PLJC,.I>.TlDN 



Attached Sheets- Hannah Schwartz Apartments 
330 South Almont Drive 

Building History and Context 

The Hannah Schwartz Apartments building is a three-story 12-unit stucco residential apartment building 
designed in the International style, characterized by Streamline Modeme elements. Building permit #790 
was granted on July 28, 1947. The owner was listed as Schwartz-and Trevelyan; address, 7 441 Sunset 
Boulevard; listed architect was Paul R. Williams. The Certificate of Occupancy, dated January 23, 1948 
reads: 3 story, type V, 12 unit apt-house with Type I garage, 35' x 98', H-2 and J-1 occupancy 

The building is situated at 330 South Almont Drive on the southeastern corner of Almont Drive and Burton 
Way in the City of Los Angeles. The cities of West Hollywood and Beverly Hills are adjacent on the north 
and south respectively. The building's south elevation faces Burton Way, a divided roadway which 
delineates the border between Los Angeles and Beverly Hills. 

The neighborhood surrounding the site is a developed urban area with multi-family residential structures 
ranging from two stories to twelve stories in height. The front elevation of the subject residence faces 
Almont Drive on the west; the south side elevation runs aiong Burton Way; the north side elevation is 
bounded by a through alley from Almont Drive to La Peer Street; the east boundary is the property line 
immediately abutting the rear of the building behind it on La Peer Drive. 

Physical Description 

Building Entrance 

Short curving walls from the sidewalk lead to the ground level entry which is recessed behind an 
ornamental wood screen of large open squares. Glass pane double doors flanked by sidelights lead to a 
small lobby. North of the entry the first floor balcony wall is extended to ground level, rounded, and carried 
northward, exhibiting a succession of half-circle balusters. In front of this wall on the north side of the 
entry, a shallow planter contains grass and topiary shrubs. South of the entry a small lawn with tall 
specimen shrubs verges on the sidewalk. 

Elevations 

Front Elevation 

330 South Almont Drive exhibits a five- bay-rectangular plan on the west-facing front faqade. From the 
north corner of the building where the first bay is prominent, the flat composition roof extends to the fourth 
bay where it is supported by square posts. Each of the three center bays recedes behind the other in 
progression from north to south. The fifth bay, which forms the south corner of the building, is the 
shortest. Only partially sheltered by the main roof overhang, it carries its own lower, independent roof 
which finishes with a short setback at the southeastern corner. Placed before the junction of the fourth and 
fifth bay is an ornamental pillar, constructed of a trio of slender wood columns stretching from ground level 
to the roof. 

Third story apartments in bays one, two and three are accessed by a rounded streamline balcony leading 
to the single panel wood entry doors of the apartments. Similar rounded balconies leading to the first and 
second story apartments of the fourth and fifth bays straighten, finishing at the ornamental screen at the 
southwest corner of the building. 

Burton Way Foundation/Beverly West Neighborhood Assodation 
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North Elevation 

Window design on the Apartments is highly stylized. On the north elevation, small vents with horizontal 
louvers are placed above the third-story windows. The fac;:ade window pattern exhibits 9 windows set in 
triple rows, a repetitive pattern with variations in size as the rows move horizontally across the fac;:ade from 
the front to the rear of the building. The third story window row exhibits a-large comer unit divided by 
horizontal and vertical muntins into a set of three small transoms, flanking side casements and small 
square bottom lights. Middle and rear windows of the row are smaller rectangles divided by horizontal and 
vertical muntins into a similar set of transom, fixed middle pane and side casement configuration. Second· 
story windows are similar in design to the third story row above. Bottom row windows follow the glazing 
pattern of the front corner vertical row. 

South E:levation 

Similar vents to those on the north elevation appear below the roof line of the narrow south elevation. 
Fenestration on this elevation consists of three rows of triple windows with similar pane configuration to 
the lights on the north end elevation. Engaged pilasters divide the rows vertically. A narrow, fuil-height 
ornamental screen of double open squares faces south at the west corner of the elevation. 

Rear Elevation 

The rear elevation of the building comprises small utility areas bounded by the rear property line of the 
opposing building on La Peer Drive. Metal stairs from the three apartment levels descend across landings 
to the ·ground level. There is an also rear entrance at to the utility area from the center of the ground story. 

Architectural Style 

International Style 

The International style in architecture became known in the United States in the decade ofthe 1920s and 
1930s through the published works of European architects after World War I. Three primary principles 
informed the style: the expression of volume rather than mass, balance rather than preconceived 
symmetry and the absence of applied ornament 

Streamline Moderne 

Streamline Moderne style emerged during the decade of the 1930s, emphasizing curving forms, horizontal 
orientation, the use of pure line to create the sense of motion. Colors were subdued, typically light earth 
tones, off-white or beige. Trim colors could be dark or white in contrast to the light base with an abstract 
geometric theme in its ornamentation. 

Architect 

Paul Revere Williams, (1894-1980), a Los Angeles native, graduated from the University of Southern 
California School of Engineering, after study in Los Angeles at the Los Angeles School of Art and Design 
and the atelier of the Los Angeles Branch of the New York Beaux Arts Institute of Design. In 1921 
Williams became the first certified African American architect west of the Mississippi.1 At the beginning of 
his career, he worked for two of the Los Angeles architects most influential in the development of the Los 
Angeles regional style: John C. Austin and Reginald Johnson. The quality of his work brought success 
from the outset. By the late twenties he was a master of period revival styles, which architectural critic 

1 Hudson, Karen E, Paul R. Williams, Architect: A Legacy of Style. Rizzo.li International, New York, 1991, passim. 
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David Gebhard described the play between the rational and the picturesque." 2 1n 1939, he was awarded 
the AlA Award of Merit for his design of the MCA Building in Beverly Hills. He also won international 
renown with his work in Medellin and Bogota, Colombia and he kept an office in South America for several 
decades.3 

While Williams' association with the most prominent Los Angeles architects working in Period Revival 
styles brought him fame and admiration, his ideas and practice were expanding. In 1936 the Los Angeles 
Times published an article entitled, "How's Our Architecture? Here's Pointed Opinions." Architect, L. J 
Callanan had written to the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce complaining about the presence of Period 
Revival, especially Spanish Revival architecture in the city. The Times responded by querying a Who's 
Who of Los Angeles architects - H. Roy Kelley, Gordon Kaufman, Roland Coate, David C. Allison, Paul 
Williams, Richard Neutra and Earl Heitschmidt, then reporting their comments on the letter. Here is part of 
Williams' response: 

A well planned horne for California, to take advantage of our sunshine and gardens, starts off with 
a viewpoint that is typically Californian, I see no reason why California should be deprived of the 
smarter styles commensurate with the way we live, rather than, for a sentiment, trying to imitate 
pioneer modes of seventy-five years ago. 

Williams' statement indicates that had already decided to accept the challenges of modern architecture. In 
that same year he had participated in the California House and Gardens exhibit in Los Angeles showing 
his California House of Steel. He was active in the planning of Sunset Plaza and the now demolished 
Sunset Plaza Apartments, as well as the building design for the Louis Berman Company, a large eastern 
fur retailer to be located at Sunset and Corey Drive. The Times described the building as "Conservative 
Modern." An accompanying illustration shows Streamline and Modern elements- planar walls, a stepped 
roof and a projecting ground story with rounded balcony- elements that would iater appear in the Hannah 
Schwartz Apartments. 

Due diligence in researching Williams' work in the area of stand-alone, single building apartments 
constructed for a private owner on a residential lot in a Los Angeles neighborhood discovered only one 
other Williams designed apartments building. Located at 330 S. Willaman Drive, it is a twin to the Almont 
Drive structure. However, it has lost integrity due to changes in fenestration. No alteration permit other 
than roofing was found for the Almont Drive property and no substantial design changes were noted. The 
building retains substantial integrity of location, design, materials and workmanship and feeling, defined as 
the property's expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period. In response to a query 
by the author, Paul Williams expert and monograph author Karen Hudson reported that her research had 
not shown any others. No others of its type in Los Angeles were reported by the Paul William History 
Project in Memphis, Tennessee.5 

In 1936 Williams was awarded the AlA Award of merit for his design of the MCA Building in Beverly Hills. 
He also won international renown for his work in Medellin and Bogota. After World War II he directed his 
attention away from historic styles and began to design in Modernist idioms. The 1929 additions to the 
Ambassador Hotel on Wilshire Boulevard in Los Angeles which he designed with Norman Be'! Geddes, 
present elements of the pre-war Streamline Moderne. Other projects also show steady movement toward 
modern styles: Founders Church of Religious Science in Los Angeles and his home in Lafayette Square, 

2 Hudson, op.cit. Introduction by David Gebhard, p. 19. 
3 "Imposing New Buildings in Columbia S.A. Designed by Los Angeles Architect." Southwest Builder and 
Contractor, December August 11, 1946. 
3 Wesley, Mar, "Proud New Home for the Jet Liner," Los Angeles Times April, 1961, p.14-17. 
4 "How's Our Architecture? Here're Pointed Opinions." Los Ange/esTimes, March Z9, 1936, p. Fl 
5 Email communication to the author, September 4, 2010: www.paulrwilliamsproject.org/about 
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Los Angeles. One of the most famous Williams designs is the Theme Building at the Los Angeles 
International Airport which he designed with an impressive consortium of architects working in the Modern 
idiom. Franz Hall and the Botany Building at the University of California, Los Angeles and Woodrow 
Wilson High School in Los Angeles also present his original grasp contemporary styles. 

Significance 

Significance criteria set out in the Cultural Heritage Monument Ordinance of the City of Los Angeles, 
Section 22.171.7 requires that an architecturally significant building must be: 

a building of particular historic or cultural significance that embodies the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type-specimen, inherently valuable for the study of a period, style 
or method of construction, or is the notable work of a master, builder, designer, or architect who 
individual genius influenced his age. 

The Almont/Streamline Apartments derives its importance as an architectural type-specimen inherently 
valuable for its style and period and as the work of a master designer. For the Hannah Schwartz 
Apartments, architect Williams utilized elements and principles of International Modern style: flat painted 
surfaces, box-like dimensions and metal-framed windows that sit flush against the facade. The apartments 
convey their stylistic significance through the use of asymmetrical window design that emphasizes corner 
placement and the rhythmic repetition of shapes. His composition is original in the use of Streamline 
Mod erne decorative flourishes: the motif of squares used in the building-height screens and entry, the 
curvilinear balconies and sculpted entry walls, planter walls and flat baluster rolling fattade screen. 

The Hannah Schwartz Apartments building is a rare example of his work in the multifamily apartment type. 
330 S. Almont Drive represents a sensitive and artistic rendering by master builder Paul Revere Williams, 
working in a modernist style exhibiting an extraordinarily successful aesthetic transition between the 
earlier Streamline Mod erne and the International style that informed his later work. The apartments 
building reflects his artistic response to changes in architectural fashion and skill in rendering the building 
type. Williams was the master builder, whose compositions attest to his lifelong architectural talent, 
creative spirit, and grasp of the evolution and contemporaneous context of architectural styles. 
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