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Date APR 2 7 20~~ 
Los Angeles City Council 
Room 395, City Hall 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, Cal iforn ia 90012 

ATTENTION: 

CASE NUMBER: 

Michael Espinosa, Legislative Assistant 
Planning and Land Use Management Committee 

CHC-2011-195-HCM 
CLIFFORD E. CLINTON RESIDENCE 
5470 W. LOS FELIZ BOULEVARD 

At the Cu ltural Heritage Commission meeting of April 7, 2011 , the Commission moved to include the above 
property in the list of Historic-Cultura l Monument, subject to adoption by the City Council. 

As required under the provisions of Section 22.171.10 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the Commission 
has solicited opin ions and information from the office of the Council District in which the site is located and from 
any Department or Bureau of the city whose operations may be affected by the designation of such site as a 
Historic-Cultural Monument. Such designation in and of itself has no fisca l impact. Future applications for permits 
may cause minimal administrative costs. 

The City Counci l, accord ing to the guidelines set forth in Section 22.17 1 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, 
shall act on the proposed inclusion to the list with in 90 days of the Council or Commission action, wh ichever first 
occurs. By resolution, the Council may extend the period for good cause for an additional 15 days. 

The Cu ltural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of the subject modification to the list of 
Historic-Cultural Monuments upon adoption by the City Council. 

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote: 

Moved: 
Seconded: 
Ayes: 
Absent: 

Vote: 

Commissioner Hamacher 
Commissioner Barron 
Commissioners Kennard and Louie 
Commissioner Scott 

4-0 

ngol, Commission Executive Assistant 
Cu ltu ra l Heritage Commission 

Attachment: Staff Report with Find ings 

c: Counci lmember Tom LaBonge, Fourth Counci l District 
Steven and Olga Goan 
Charles J. Fisher 
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Date: APR 27 2011 
Steven and Olga Goan 
5470 Los Feliz Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 

CITY OF Los ANGELr-S 
CALIFORNIA 

ANTONIO R. VILLARAIGOSA 
MAYOR 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

CASE NUMBER: CHC-2011-195-HCM 
CLIFFORD E. CLINTON RESIDENCE 
5470 W. LOS FELIZ BOULEVARD 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

Michael LoGRANDE 
DIR£Cf0R 

12131 978-12 71 

EVA YUAN-MCDANIEL 
D£PU1Y DIRECTOR 

1213) 978-1273 

FAX: 12131 978-1275 

INFORMATION 
1213) 978-1270 

www.planning.ladty.org 

As you will note from the attached copy of our communication to the Los Angeles City Council, the 
Cultural Heritage Commission has moved to include the above-referenced property in the list of Historic­
Cultural monuments, subject to adoption by the City CounciL 

In due course, our transmittal will be given a council file number and will be referred to the Council's 
Planning and Land Use Management Committee for review and recommendation. If you are interested in 
attending the Council Committee meeting, you should call Michael Espinosa at (213) 978-1074 for 
information as to the time and place of the Committee and City Council meetings regarding this matter. 
Please give Mr. 'Espinosa at least one week from the date of this letter to schedule this item on the 
Committee Agenda before you call her. 

/fcp 

ngol, Commission Executive Assistant 
eritage Commission 

Attachment: CHC Declaration Letter to Council and Staff Report with Findings 

C: Notification List 
Charles J. Fisher 
GIS 
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los nge es epartment o rty ann1ng 

RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2011-195-HCM 
ENV-2011-196-CE 

HEARING DATE: 
TIME: 
PLACE: 

PROJECT: 

REQUEST: 

APPLICANT/ 
OWNER: 

OWNER'S 
REPRESENTATIVE: 

RECOMMENDATION 

April 7, 2011 
10:00 AM 
City Hall, Room 1010 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
90012 

Location: 5470 W. los Feliz Blvd 
Council District: 4 
Community Plan Area: Hollywood 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Greater Griffith Park 
Legal Description: lot 1 of Tract 3823 

Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the . 
CLIFFORD E. CLINTON RESIDENCE 

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 

Steven and Olga Goan 
5470 Los Feliz Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 

Charles J. Fisher 
140 S. Avenue 57 
Los Angeles, CA 90042 

That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code 
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7 

2. Adopt the reportJindings. 

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE Dire:n 
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager 
Office of Historic Resources 

Edgar cia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 

Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources 

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
ZIMAS Report 



Clifford E. Clinton Residence 
CHC-2011 ~195-HCM 
Page 3 of 4 

ln the same year the property was built, the Laumans sold the subject property to John E. 
Lauck, the first property owner. In 1936, the property was sold to Clifford E. Clinton (1900-
1969), who was the property owner until 1949. Clifford E. Clinton was owner of the famed 
Clifton Cafeterias chain and was a noted leader in civic reform movements in Los Angeles. 
Born in Berkeley, CA, Clinton's family were members of the Salvation Army and were also 
owners of several cafeterias in the Bay Area. In 1931, Clinton purchased several cafeterias run 
by the Boos Brothers in Los Angeles and settled in Los Angeles with his wife Nelda M. Clinton. 
These include the Clifton's Brookdale Cafeteria (648 S. Broadway; listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places) and the Clifton's Pacific Seas (618 S. Olive; demolished). Starting 
in 1935, Clinton became active in civic affairs, starting with investigating the food programs at 
Los Angeles County hospitals. He went on to lead the successful recall of Los Angeles mayor 
Frank Shaw in 1938 and supported Fletcher Bowron as mayor of Los Angeles. During this time, 
a bomb was placed in the basement of the subject building which damaged the kitchen area but 
left Clinton and his family unharmed. Corrupt LAPD officers were later convicted of having 
placed the bomb at the home. Clinton went on organize the Citizen's Independent Vice 
Investigating Committee (CIVIC) and ran unsuccessfully for mayor in 1945. He was also 
involved with Community Food Service Centers, the development of a protein residue called 
"multi-purpose food", and the Meals for Millions Foundation during World War II. 

Alterations to the subject property include the addition of the pool house and deck in 1936 and 
the addition of contemporary wrought iron to several windows and roof sections as well as the 
placement of a wrought iron fence. 

DISCUSSION 

The Clifford E. Clinton Residence property successfully meets two of the specified Historic­
Cultural Monument criteria: 1) "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural 
type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction," and 
2) is associated with a historic personage. As a residential building designed in the Spanish 
Colonial Revival style and associated with Clifford E. Clinton, founder of the famed Clifton's 
Cafeterias and a civic reformer, the property qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural 
Monument based on these criteria. 

BACKGROUND 

At its meeting of February 3, 2011, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the 
application under consideration. On March 3, 2011, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured 
the subject property. 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT ("CEQA"l REVIEW 

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 "consists of actions 
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the 
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory 
process involves procedures for protection of the environment." 

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 "consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, 
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interiors Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings." 



Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2011-195-HCM 
ENV-2011-196-CE 

HEARING DATE: 
TIME: 
PLACE: 

PROJECT: 

REQUEST: 

APPLICANT/ 
OWNER: 

OWNER'S 
REPRESENTATIVE: 

RECOMMENDATION 

February 3, 2011 
10:00 AM 
City Hall, Room 1010 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
90012 

Location: 5470 W. Los Feliz Blvd 
Council District: 4 
Community Plan Area: Hollywood 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Greater Griffith Park 
Legal Description: Lot 1 of Tract 3823 

Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 
CLIFFORD E. CLINTON RESIDENCE 

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 

Steven and Olga Goan 
5470 Los Feliz Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 

Charles J. Fisher 
140 S. Avenue 57 
Los Angeles, CA 90042 

That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10 
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

2. Adopt the report findings. 

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE DinoZ:Hg 
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager 
Office of Historic Resources 

Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 

Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources 

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
ZlMAS Report 



Clifford E. Clinton Residence 
CHC-2011-195-HCM 
Page 3 ofJ 

or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 

FINDINGS 

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 



10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

HISTORJC .. CULTURAL MONUMENT 
APPLICATION 

NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT CLIFFORD E. CLINTON RESIDENCE 

CONSTRUCTION DATE: FACTUAL -----~1,_,9"'-'=2'=8,__ _____ ,ESTIMATED -----------------

ARCHITECT, DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER: ________ ,_A,_,_R'-'T'-'-H....,U=>R-'W'-"-' . ..!:.LA"'-"R'-'S=="=O~NC!._ _____________ _ 

CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER: ---------~W"-'"AL'-"""T~E=-'R~B~AN~O~W~.--"L""E~O"'-'-N"-'LA=-c'-'=U'-'-M'-"A'-'N'-'---------

DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS _________ M~A""R""C""H~2~4~2=0'-'1-'0"'-----------------

1 4. CONDI110N: 0 EXCELLENT IRl GOOD 0 FAIR 0 DETERICiRATED 0 NO LONGER TN EXISTENCE 

15. ALTERATIONS: ELEVATED SWIMMING POOL AND BATH HOUSE ADDED' IN 1 936 AND CHIMNEY ENLARGED IN 1937. 

BASEMENT BATHROOM ADDED IN 1948. 

16. THREATS TO SJTE[gl NONE KNOWN 0 PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT 0 VANDALISM 0 PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT 

17. IS THE STRUCTURE [RJ ON ITS ORIGINAL SITE 0 MOVED 0 UNKNOWN 

SIGNIFICANCE 
18. BRIEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE; INCLUDE DATES, EVENTS, AND PERSONS 

ASSOCIATED WITH SITE (SEE OPTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE WORKSHEET)THE HOME OF THE FOUNDER OF CLIFTON'S 

CAFETERIA , THE HOUSE WAS DESIGNED IN 1 928 BY THE ARCHITECT. ARTHUR W. LARSON FOR ITS ORIGINAL 

OWNER· BUILDERS. CUNTON ARRIVED IN LOS ANGELES FROM SAN FRANCISCO IN 1 933 AND BOUGHT WHAT BECAME 

CLIFTON'S BROOKDALE CAFETERIA ON BROADWAY. FOUR YEARS LATER, HE WAS APPOINTED TO THE LOS ANGELES 

COUNTY GRAND JURY. WHERE HE SOON MADE A NAME FOR HIMSELF AS A FOE TO THE CORRUPTION THAT HE SAW IN THE 

CITY GOVERNMENT. HE WAS SOON AT ODDS WITH MAYOR FRANK SHAW AND POLICE CHIEF JAMES E. DAVIS. THE 

INVESTIGATION HE TOOK ON WAS TO EXPOSE THE CORRUPT UNDERBELLY OF THE CITY AND WOULD BRING ABOUT THE 

POLITICAL DOWNFALL OF THE MAYOR AND POLICE CHIEF. AS WElL AS USHER IN A NEW CITY CHARTER 

AFTER THE SUCCESSFUL RECALL OF SHAW IN 1 938 ACCOMPANIED BY THE ELECTION OF JUDGE FLEfCHER 

BOWRON. A CLINTON ALLY TO THE MAYOR'S OFFICE. CLINTON BECAME A MAJOR POLI11CAL PLAYER WELL BEFORE HIS 

40'1H BIRTHDAY AND REMAINED SUCH FOR YEARS. 

1 9. SOURCES (LIST BOOKS, DOCUMENTS, SURVEYS, PERSONAL INTERVIEWS WITH DATES) LOS ANGELES CITY BUILDING PERMITS 

PER ATTACHED, LA COUNTY ASSESSORS RECORDS, RECORDED DEEDS, LOS ANGELES CITY DIRECTORIES, CENSUS 

RECORDS, VARIOUS BIOGRAPHICAL PUBLICATIONS ON CLIFFORD E. CLINTON. 

DATE FORM PREPARED DECEMBER 3. 20 1 0 PREPARER'S NAME ----"'C""H"'"A_,R,.,L=.:E=S=J~. ~F_,IS""H--'Ee.R~--------

ORGANIZATION OWNER'S REPRESENTATIVE STREETADDRESS ________ ~1~4~0~S~·~A~V~E~N~U~E~5~7~----------

CITY HIGHLAND PARK STATE CA ZIP CODE 90042 PHONE ----~(~3=2~3~)=2~5~6~·3~5~9~3~-----------------

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ---------~A"'-R'--"-'R-"'O'-'Y-"O"-"S"-'E='C"'-O"'-"@'-'H-"-'0"'-'-TM=A"-'IL"'."'C""O"-'M"'---------------~ 

H!STORIC:·C:ULTiiRAL MONUMENT 
APPUCr\1l:ON 



CITY OF LOS A.NGELEi:. 

SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET 

TYPE OR HAND PRINT !N ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LE1TERS 

Complete One or Both of the Upper and Lower Portions of This Page 

THE --------""C=L=l~F~F=O~R=D'-=E~. _,C=L=lNT,_,_,_=O"-N,_R'-'.!::E""'S=lD::..E=N'-'-"'C=E,____ ____ ~-- IS AN IMPORTANT EXAMPLE 
OF 

NA.ME OF ?R:Of'OSf.:D MONUMENT 

SPANISH COLONIAL REVIVAL 

ARCHITECTURE 
A:RCHITECTURA_Ls'fYi__£ (SEE LiNE 8} 

AND MEETS THE CULTURAL HERITAGE ORDINANCE BECAUSE OF THE HIGH QUALITY OF ITS DESIGN AND THE 
RETENTION OF ITS ORIGINAL FORM, DETAILING AND INTEGRITY. 

THE -~C=L,lc!...F_,_F-==:0:!.-R'-"'D~E""'-'-. =C"-"L=INT,_._,_O="-N,_.R'-=ES=!D""'E""N_,_C=E~~--- WAS BUILT IN __ _,1'""9"-'2=8=.--.-A=N=D"-'-P"""'O'-"O=L=-=!N-'--'-1-"'9'""3""'7'-----

NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMi2:Ni YEAA BUILT 

----~C~L~!~F~F~O~R~D~E~D~M~U~N~D~C~L~I~NT~D~N~---------------------------------------VVASIMPORTANTTO 
THE 

20. DEVELOPMENT OF LoS ANGELES BECAUSE HE WAS ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL INDIVIDUALS BEHIND 

THE SCENES IN LOS ANGELES POLITICS AT A CRITICAL TIME WHEN THE CITY WAS RACKED BY CORRUPTION 

AT THE HIGHEST OF LEVELS. CLINTON SERVED ON THE 1937 Los ANGELES COUNTY GRAND JURY AND 

USED THAT CAPACITY TO INVESTIGATE CORRUPTION IN THE CONNECTION OF HIGH RANKING CITY OFFICIALS 

WHO ALLOWED ILLEGAL ACTNITIES TO FLOURISH THROUGH BRIBERY, ETC. HIS WORK WAS TO ULTIMATELY 

BRING DOWN THE MAYOR FRANK SHAW AND LED TO THE OUSTER OF THE POLICE CHIEF, JAMES E. DAVlS 

AND THE DRAFTING OF A NEW CITY CHARTER. CLINTON WAS BORN IN BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA ON AUGUST 

3, 1900 TO EDMUND J. AND GERTRUDE (HALL) CLINTON. HIS PARENTS HAD WORKED AS SALVATION 

ARMY MISSIONARIES IN CHINA AND WERE TO INSTALL A STRONG SENSE OF CHRISTIAN MORALITY IN THEIR 

CHILDREN. CLIFFORD WAS THE SECOND OLDEST WITH EIGHT SISTER AND TWO CONSIDERABLY YOUNGER 

BROTHERS BORN TO HIS STEPMOTHER, ROSE. IN 1910, THE FAMILY RETURNED TO CHINA, WHERE HIS 

YOUNGEST SISTER, GRACE, WAS BORN IN 1911. AFTER THEIR RETURN TO BERKELEY, HIS FATHER GOT 

INTO THE CAFETERIA BUSINESS, MANAGING AND LATER BUYING SEVEN IN THE BAY AREA. CLIFFORD WAS 

MARRIED TO HIS WIFE, THE FORMER NELDA M. PATTERSON, AT 19 WAS SOON RUNNING HIS FATHERS 

BUSINESS, WHICH HE TOOK OVER BEFORE HE WAS 30. IN 1931, HE BOUGHT SEVERAL OPERATIONS 

HISTORIG-GULTIJRAL MONUMENT 
,I'.PPUCATlON 



CITY OF LOS ANGELE~ 

SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET 
CONTINUE:O 

GRAND JURY. A NUMBER OF EFFORTS WERE MADE TO SHOW THAT CLINTON WAS A FRAUD AND ONLY 

GRANDSTANDING TO PROMOTE HIMSELF AND HIS CAFEfERIAS. BUT THE CORRUPTION WAS UNDENIABLE IN THE 

LONG RUN. BY 1 938, THE ROW RESULTED IN A CLINTON ORCHESTRATED RECALL OF SHAW. THE Los ANGELES 

TIMES ENDORSED SHAW. BUT THE ELECTORATE VOTED TO THROWN HIM OUT OF OFFICE AND ElECTED SUPERIOR 

COURT JUDGE FLErCHER BOWRON, A CLINTON ALLY, TO THE MAYORS OFFICE. BOTH MEN WERE KNOW AS 

"REFORMERS" AND BOWRON WENT TO WORK CLEANING UP THE SYSTEM. CLINTON WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN 

DRAFTING A NEW CITY CHARTER WHICH WAS VOTED IN TO PLACE IN 1 939. DURING THIS TIME, CLINTON ALSO 

HOSTED A RADIO SPOT ON KEKE FOR FIFTE:EN MINUTES ON WEEKDAYS AT 9:30AM. HE FREQUENTLY HAD GUESTS 

ON THE SHOW THAT WERE KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT THE CORRUPTION AND REFORMERS, SUCH AS FUTURE MAYOR 

FLETCHER BOWRON ON THE SHOW. CLINTON'S EFFORTS ALSO RESULTED IN THE OUSTER OF CHIEF DAVIS. WHO 

HAD BEEN AT THE HELM OF LAPD SINCE 1 926, AS WELL AS MA!\.'Y OF HIS TOP AIDES. THE CORRUPTION THAT WAS 

IN THE DEPARTMENT WAS HARDER GET RID OF AND WAS NOT FINALLY CRUSHED UNTIL THE EARLY YEARS OF CHIEF 

WILLIAM PARKER'S TENURE IN THE EARLY 1950s. CLINTON JOINED THE US ARMY IN 1942, WHERE HE WAS IN 

CHARGE OF THE COMMISSARY AT PT. BENNING. GEORGIA. HE HAD PREVIOUSLY SERVED WITH THE TANK CORPS IN 

WORLD WAR!. HE RAN FOR MAYOR IN 1945, BUT PLACED SECOND BEHIND BOWRON. AFTER THE WAR, HE 

HELPED UNDERWRITE RESEARCH TO FIND WAYS TO COMBAT HUNGER, RESULTING IN THE INVENTION OF A MEAL-LIKE 

PROTEIN RESIDUE THAT WAS KNOWN A "MULTIPURPOSE FOOD" (MPF). HE THEN SPENT A YEAR WORKING WITH THE 

US GoVERNMENT AND THE UNITED NATIONS TO PROMOTE MPF. IN 1946, HE ESTABLISHED "MEALS 

FOR MILLIONS" AS A NON-PROFIT FOUNDATION. THE LARGE HOUSE AT 5470 Los FELTZ BoULEVARD HAD 

ORIGINALLY BE BUILT IN 1928 BY CONTRACTORS WALTER B. AND W. LLOYD LAUMAN, WHO WERE WELL KNOWN 

FOR HIRING ARCHITECTS TO DESIGN LARGE CUSTOM SPEC HOUSES. THE LARGE HOUSE WAS DESIGNED FOR THE 

LAUMAN'S BY LOS ANGELES ARCHITECT ARTHUR W. LARSON. THEY THEN SOLD THE HOUSE TO JOHN E. LAUCK, A 

RETIRED MANAGER FROM U.S. TIN PLATE COMPANY TN PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA. LAUCK PASSED AWAY IN 

1 931. HIS WIFE, KATIE, TRANSFERRED THE PROPERTY TO CLINTON IN 1 936. LATER THAT YEAR, CLIFFORD 

CLINTON HIRED THE ENGINEER PASCAL P. PADDOCK TO DE:SIGN AND BUILD A LARGE ELEVATED SWIMMING POOL 

AND BATH HOUSE OVER THE EXISTING DRIVEWAY. THE CUNTONS WERE TO REMAIN IN THE HOME UNTIL 1 949 

WHEN HE SOLD IT TO LILLIAN E. SCHRAMM. AFTER SCHRAMM PASSED AWAY IN 1955, IT WAS SOLD BY SECURITY 

BANK. THE HEIRS OF HER EXECUTOR. TO JORGE HOYOS. THE HOYOS FAMILY REfAlNED OWNERSHIP UNTIL MAY 

14, 201 0, WHEN THEIR EST ATE SOLD IT TO THE CURRENT OWNERS. THE CLIFFORD CLINTON AS POLITICAL 

H!STORICoCUl..TURAL MONUM~ 
APPUCA110N 



Case Number: 
CHC-2011-195-HCM 
Declaration Letter Mailing List 
MAILING DATE: Apr. 27,2011 

CRAIL A 
Attn: Cynthia Foronda 
354 S. Spring St., Ste. 800 
Mail Stop 182 

GIS/Fae Tsukamoto 
City Hall, Room 825 
Mail Stop 395 

Steven & Olga Goan 
5470 Los Feliz Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 

Council District 4 
City Hall, Room 480 
Mail Stop 206 

Charles J. Fisher 
140 S. Ave. 57 
Los Angeles, CA 90042 
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Clifford and Nelda Clinton, c 1965 



May 23, 1928: 

May 23, 1928: 

June 23, 1928: 

June 18, 1936: 

Building Permit History 
5470 Los Feliz Boulevard 

Los Feliz 

Building Permit No. 14820 to construct a 2-story 99' X 48' 12-
room frame and stucco residence at 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard 
on Lot 1, Tract No. 3823. 
Owner: Walter B. & W. Lloyd Lauman 
Architect: Arthur W. Larson 
Contractor: Walter B. & W. Lloyd Lauman 
Cost: $18,000.00 

Building Permit No. 14821 to construct a 1-story 19' 6" X 37' 
3-car frame and stucco garage at 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard on 
Lot 1, Tract No. 3823. 
Owner: Walter B. & W. Lloyd Lauman 
Architect: Arthur W. Larson 
Contractor: Walter B. & W. Lloyd Lauman 
Cost: $500.00 

Building Permit No. 17975 for a complete warm air furnace 
installation together with one No.4 Payne Unit, one No.3 Payne 
Unit, one No.2 Payne Unit and one No. 1 Payne Unit, 
electrically controlled. 
Owner: W. B. & W. L. Lauman 
Architect: Notify Finney when ready 
Contractor: Payne Furnace & Supply Co., Inc. 
Cost: Not Shown 

Building Permit No. 15099 to construct a 15' X 31 ', 8' deep 
concrete swimming pool. All parts of this structure shall be on 
the rear half of the lot 
Owner: Mr. C. E. Clinton 
Architect: None 
Engineer: P. P. Paddock 
Contractor: Paddock Engineering Co. 
Cost: $1,500.00 



July 17, 1936: Building Permit No. 17946 to construct a 2-story 13' 5" X 25' 
0" reinforced concrete bath house. 
Owner: C. E. Clinton 
Architect: None 
Engineer: Pascal P. Paddock 
Contractor: Paddock Engineering Co. 
Cost: $1,928.00 

November 6, 1936: Building Permit No. 31182 to remove and replace all timbers 
damaged by termite and fumigate building for future control. 
Owner: C. E. Clinton 

January 19, 1937: 

February 13, 1948: 

January 19, 1937: 

Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Western Exterminating Co., Inc. 
Cost: $500.00 

Building Permit No. 1979 for enlarging size of chimney. 
Owner: C. E. Clinton 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Acme Roofing Co. 
Cost: $100.00 

Building Permit No. LA07014 to convert existing room in lower 
floor for a bath room-1st floor (No structural alterations). 
Owner: Clifford E. Clinton 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Herman J. Siemens 
Cost: $500.00 

Building Permit No. LA45517 to sandblast external walls. 
Owner: Eva Smith 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Porter Sandblast Co. 
Cost: $430.00 



May 21; 2010: 

June 14,2010: 

June 14, 2010: 

July 8, 2010: 

Building Permit No. LA51056 for voluntary seismic retrofit as 
per LA Standard Plan #1 with some sheer over 48". 
Owner: Aldona K. Hoyos 
Architect: None 
Engineer: Vincent K. Kelly 
Contractor: After Before Creations, Inc. 
Cost: $100.00 

Electrical Permit No. W004111251 for electrical circuits to (2) 
new AC condensers. 
Owner: Aldana K. Hoyos 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Air T ro Incorporated 
Cost: None Shown 

HVAC Permit No. W004405596 for installation of(2) new AC 
condensers and connection to coils and furnaces installed by 
others. 
Owner: Aldona K. Hoyos 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Air Tro Incorporated 
Cost: None Shown 

Building Permit No. LA52849 to replace dry-rot/termite 
damaged roof framing, less.than 10%. 
Owner: Steven and Olga Gaon 
Architect: None 
Engineer: None 
Contractor: Owner 
Cost: $12,500.00 
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\ ... .' A :PLAifS AMP &?)]ClF!CA'l'XOWS 
lfifil!illl',rl"'lll 9 mtd otiwr dats. l®a€ n.l•o h~t it!~ 

DEPARTMENT OF BUU.:DfNG AND SAFETY 

REMOVED TO y.:a ,-o 
fj%O~"ft~S Lot. •..•. __ , ........ -, ... ., ..... .Block...~~-......... ~ Lot. ............. , ................... Block.~·--·····-··"" ~ 

{'2'11iltN'OR'l'lr Traet. ... ~ .......... ,.,.,.,. •.••. ,. .............. ., ••. ,.~.. T rn'bt... ••.• ., .................... - .... .., •......•... ~......... E 
ANHEX ~ 1st Flo(lr .. ~ .............. .,. ............. ,.... .... p~ .. oi'~~'A-"d"4"",. • .._ ... .., ...... ~-N-~•"""'"" .. ~~•""""•·u.t.-...o,~""""•< .... ~ .. 4•:i~ .. ,~.._""'"=r-""._ ........ ~ .. ~4-~---"'~~~"-<!'~'- ...... ~ .......... ~"'"'•""..-~ ............................ ~"" 6 

CITY CLERK .,. ... ,.~~~ 11 ., 4 • 11 ~ ....,.. .. , .. .,,..., ~'!ioo>"'F~I>~.,_,_~"•"'"'e•~•.,l-~dl>~~,., • .,. • .,.._,..,.,.,.,.~1>~~"'' ~- ... , • .-.~_.. .... ~-..-&-~·~·l'.,_p-,. ... ~, ...... ~ ~- ... ~~~"~"''""~"1'-~t"lJ.~~ .. ~·••"""'""•-"'"~-~•• ~ PLEASE , 
'1 ~M~:. p """'••••·"'"~""'"'"""''''"''"'''""""'"'''•""•-••••.o••w••• ,,,,..,,,,,., .•• , ........ ,,,.,..,,..,,.,.~., •• ,,,,_,,,,,,, .. ., • ., : 

!!~~~~~ rl).,,,.,__,..._,,~,.,,,., .. ,_,,,._..,.,,.,,,..,_,,,,,,,,,.,.,,, .,,,,,,.,..,.,,,.,~,,,.,.,,,.,,.,,.,,m.,.,,,,,,.,.,.,_,,.,.,~., i 

' BROA:;::: From :No._,_,., ..... ,~ ....... - ........ w, ................ -., ............................ ,., .. ,_,,, .. ~ ............. .Strect{ ~ 
t,t-l\~\~fi SO, {Book.,. • ......,, ... Page .. , •. ~ ..... F. B, Pt~ge .... ,,..... Book ...... - .... Pnge ....... ., .•. F.l1, Pnge ... ~~--.. 111 

v ~~ To No·--····re~e:~ii:i~!~ii??}~eyoJff8·c~~!:;~~~-&:fr.ffif.Q ..... ~treetj ~ ~ 
i. Wh•t purpoiiC f• the pre~ent Buildinl{ now UJed fat) , ................ l ... ~~!:,!-;r. __ ~!-~.~~~;!.~-~ ............ -............ . 
2. What purpos~1 will Bulldlns: be "uJed for hereafter{ •.•.. ,_ .......... ;.-~~g.r. .. B~-~-~-g-~~E-~----------- ........... _, 
3. Owner' c n11me .• , •••• _f!.9n.~11 .. ~-VJ.!t .•. ~-' ..... &f.~'!!!.~JJ .................. -.......... ~ ............ Phone ............................... .. 

~. Owner's addre» •.. _J?.~J£~~-12!':'_)!.~.?:!-.f~.;!?.~!?:.!! ................................................................................... ,. .. 
;, Arcllitect•n )"la.me .. :, •• _N_t;:t~.ify ... P.'.:f.nn~Y-~WlUm" .r.liH\!iY. .............. - ................. Phone ....• YA .. l£1.1.1 .......... . 
6. Contractor'• na.me,.. .. f'.a~ .. ~n~a~ ... & ... §11.P.Pll' ... 9..Q ..... J..+m .................... Phone ..... Q?;:_ •• &lg8 .......... . 
7. Contraetor'e addrees ... ~,;¥.3..;JLC?..~ .. :-~Q~~~.~!.; .. E.9.~S':t .... ?.~Y.~rtfJlJJ:.~.L ... 114J:tfi.1"'""""""·"·"·'·----·· 

• ATl N F PROPOSt!O WORK { l.t,cludlo¥ •ll M•«•l•l, t..bot, Flnlohlol( Bolllp·} PI~ A /.f}l 
8, VALU 0 0 1!. m<n~ •nd A~~U•n«o In Com~l<tocl Midi~•· ~A\{.ij~;ni.l.., ............ .. 
9. ClM& of pres.ent Building ....... P. .. Jr.~~-"rn~L .............. No. of room• at preaent ............................. ~ .................. . 

I 0, Nurober of storiet~ in heighL ...... ::.JL .................... Size of pruent Building ............................ x ..................... . 

1 t. Stele how many bu!ldingo are on tbts l,:,t.. ............................................ - ...................... _, .................................. . 

J2, State purpose buildings on lot &reused fot .. ,, .............................................................................................. _ 
(Aputmnnt B:cu .. , Hobl, R""ld•ne$, or &ll:r oUt..,. 11ut"pn ... ) 

1.3. Wh11.t Zone is PNperty in f ,,.u~ ......... "-'""""""'"'-""""'"""'"""""""'""'"''''"'"-·""'""'-·--............. ._ .............. ._ .. ,. ...... m .... ~ 
STATE ON FOLLOWING LINES EXACTLYWHAT ALTERATIONS, ADDITIONS, ETC., WILL BE 

MADE TO THIS BUILDING: 
--·---------~--·~'--~-·!..E.~-~!~.~---~~ ... ~.!~ ... ~!1?.~ ... ~!~~-:g_~!'_!?..'J .... ~~~.!~!! ......... _.~·~· 
~.~-·-~·---.-··-·-·· .. - ......... _w:1th ... O.Ut.LliQ...,4 .... f.i!.}m.~'L.1lXlU~ .. QU.~---1!Q..,~ ... J' .. f!~l·t.JJr4.t.ji. .... Q.U~----·---·--· 
....... - ............ - .. : ..... ---................ .Mo,JLF..~:m! ... ~l!~.i? .... !t1_4. ... !!.~~----N!?..\'J. .... r.Jl.:m.\?. ... I!~!.~.t ... 5~*-~<!~!.±--~.!~lY ___ _ 
~ ........... - ........................... ~-~n:t:m .. ll-~.!!1!.~ .......... ----------.. ------·~·------------------------
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dud all proviaio:n.m of the On:Hnancea and uws gonreming Bulldlng Conatruetion will ba complied wilh, 
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CAFETERIA SCHEME UNIQUE 
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·cAFET~RIA_ SCHEME UNIQUE 
Profit~Sharing Employees io Run Boos Brothers 

Re.sfauranl Bought by Clinton of Bay CilY. 

Entrance .of a. new figure and an unusual employmeot policy in the 
Los Angeles cafeteria field was disclosed yesterday with the taking over 
of l!oos Brotherr;' Cafeteria. at llU South Ollve atreet by Cllfford E. 

·· otlnton, former head of the San Francisco rutaurant chaln o! thl!.t name. , r Under Clinton's new policy the 
slxty~tour, .employees of the (!stab..: 
Jillhment will shue «!U&lly In· one~ 
half of the cafeteria's profits and 

1 will d,irect U.s opera~1on.s through 
· an executive commi~~ee composed 
of sixteen department heads. Que&· 
tions o! policy ww ~ submitted to 
weekly meetings o: "t:he employees, 
known under the plan as associates, 
and dec!llioM will be made by the 
exewtlve committee after .recom• 
mendations are made . by the as.. 
;odates as a whole. 
· Olin ton wut have the power to· 

veto such decisions under the 'plan. 
but even thls veto can be overruled 
by a. unanim1:1us vote of the execu~ 
tive committee, so that full con· 
trol of the businel!ll is vested final., 
Jy In the employees. 

Once a. month. Clinton explained, 
the 001plcyees wm meet to vote 
themaelve.s one-fotll'th or the com~ 
pany's proflt.ll for the preced!ng 
thirty daYIJ, the money to be. ln 
Rddltlon to Slllary; One-fourth Will 
be placed In a -fund for distribution 
to the employees at the end of the 
year as a further dividend. and cnc4 

hR!f will go tO the stockholdet'S, Of 
whOm Cl!nron is the largest. 

Otiler advantages to be enJored 
by those emplo~·ees wl1o become 
"pemument associates'• illfteT a pro• 

. ~Cozltbiaed O~·l'&le 2. ~lamri ~ 

Reproduced with permission of tlle copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 

CLINTON CAFE 
PLANS UNIQUE 

· (ConUanuu! fro~ Flnt Pare} 
ba.Uonary period of thirty da;ylll, in .. 
elude me~ic~tl emd hotpital atttn .. 
tlon, legal ervice uul patd vaea .. 
tiom. 

A dem.e to follow. the buame88 
lPSon ta.urht by thtt' dcprwton of 
dtstr!but.lns groftf.l more wldoly and 
mtt.empttng w mue amploy~ent 
more cutatn, accordins to OUntont 
inspired htm to take over the g .. 
ta.bU.shment and put ·his unusual 
poUcy into etrect, · . . · 

The et.tetena ~aaed by ·o11n .. 
ton is one of a cbaln: of utx ,hure 
mld several yeU~ aso by the Boo~ 
Brothers' interutl to the ·Ohilda• 
Rcat.t.urM'lta OOmplt!Y at a fl(W't • 
.reported to have run over $1,000\000. 
Whether others of the cMin wll• be 
bid for lam" CUnton declined to 
may. Me ~ OO!!trcl of the lincle 
utabllahment on \be tat mat. 

At t.l'ie time of the ute of th& 
chadn here OUntonli San :rr.nelaeo 
oraa.niutlon too1e over two B<loi 
Brothers' earetmu in that clty 'find 
IJU been operaUnfl them at.nce un .. 
der his n•me. Aithourgh mJgntnl' 
the preald.eney ot tl\& san rran· 
e!st!o company to enaase in the 
nfltttn i'lere. cunttm 11atd. he atm 
ret.111tns hilll lntere!1t in the northern, 
fOMem. t.· 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission . 



Clifford E. Clinton Residence 
Photographs 

Clifford E. Clinton Residence, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 

Clifford E. Clinton Residence, Western Avenue facade, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 



Fritz Clifford E. balcony, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 



Clifford E. Clinton Residence, Los Feliz facade, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

Clifford£. Residence, area behind garden wall, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 



Clifford E. Clinton Residence, Western facing balcony, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 

Clifford E. Clinton Residence, another view from Western, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 
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Clifford E. Clinton Residence, driveway under pool deck, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 
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Clifford E. Clinton Residence, garage, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 

Clifford E. Clinton Residence, bath house, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 
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Clifford E. Clinton Residence, swimming pool, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 

Clifford E. Clinton Residence, front porch, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 



Clifford E. Clinton Residence, front door, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 





Clifford E. Clinton Residence, main staircase, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 

Clifford E. Residence, entry foyer light & ceiling, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Clifford E. Clinton Residence, living room, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June I, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

Clifford E. Clinton Residence, living room fireplace, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June I, 20IO (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Clifford E. Clinton Residence, stained glass detail, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 



Clifford E. Clinton Residence, stained glass window at staircase, 5470 Los Feliz 



CliffordE J Fisher) 
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Clifford E. Clinton Residence, built-in refrigerator, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 

Clifford E. Clinton Residence, butler's pantry, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 



Clifford E. Clinton Residence, bathroom tile, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



Clifford E. Clinton Residence, master bedroom, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 

Clifford E. Clinton Residence, master bedroom ceiling, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by J Fisher) 





Clifford E. Clinton Residence, niche in staircase, 5470 Los Feliz Boulevard, June 1, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J Fisher) 



THAT BIG CORNER HOUSE AT LOS FELIZ & WESTERN 

Don Clinton 

It was 1936 when dad and mother bought the corner house at 5470 Los Feliz Blvd. and 
made it our family home until about 1949. I was 10 that year. I remember the nurseries, 
flower gardens and flower shops on the north side ofLos Feliz. There were open fields 
and pepper trees above the boulevard, where later came the Trousdale Estates. The Holt 
family lived two blocks east at the corner of Serrano. Joe Holt played touch football with 
us on the front lawn, long before he went to Washington as a congressman. 

What a busy corner it was and dangerous too as it made a sharp left tum down Western 
Ave. alongside Immaculate Heart High School and College. There were no barriers, 
guards or medians then and auto accidents were a very frequent happening, mostly late at 
night when drivers were going too fast for the 90-degree tum. 

We three kids slept on an outdoor sleeping porch (see the bunks above the swimming 
pool) in those early years and kept our bathrobes and slippers ready to rush-out to assist 
crash victims after long screeches of brakes and cars rolling over or ricocheting offthe 
curb onto the opposite lawns of Western Ave. Dad, who loved the excitement of 
emergencies, kept a pair of trousers with suspenders hanging in his closet for quick 
response to these car crashes. Today that comer has big cement barriers in the middle as 
well as on the curving curb, thanks to our city councilman but even these show scars and 
bruises. 

In 1937 dad had a beautiful, fully tiled, 30' pool built in a back patio (see photo) with 
men's and women's locker rooms, swings, trapeze and diving platform. (The later owners 
have filled it in with garden, I understand.) Dad would swim every morning and often 
again later in the day. The rest of us brought lots of school friends home for a swim in 
the afternoon, as the water was heated year-round. The trapeze was a big draw, as it 
required a jump from the diving board to reach it so pull-ups, chin-ups, and acrobatics 
were the order of the day. Our muscles developed in fine shape and my brother and I 
went on to do well with the swimming teams of L.A. and Hollywood High. The pass­
word was passed down for years after I went into the navy, kids would knock at the door 
saying that "Don said I could go swimming". 

Our dad, Clifford E. Clinton, was founder of Clifton's Cafeterias in 1931, he and mother 
worked long and hard to get it up and running, as that was the depth of the great 
depression. After a few years, in 1935, County Supervisor, John Anson Ford, asked dad 
to see what the problems were in food purchasing at the new County General Hospital; 
purchases seemed way out of line. Dad, with another restaurateur, spent a few weeks 
digging into the records and the garbage cans and found dreadful waste and corruption in 
the purchasing practices. The findings and the report resulted in a saving of $20,000. a 
month, for the county, which was big money in those days. 
Pg.2 



That investigation led the supervisor to nominate dad to the County Grand Jury for 1937. 
Judge Bowron appointed him and he was sworn-in, got a badge and took the oath. He 
had always been a champion for the underdog and felt that the citizens of the city and 
county were being cheated. He found that there was rampant illegal gambling and 
prostitution being protected by the police. 

He found out about protection pay-offs funneling to the mayor's office. When he 
brought these facts out to the public ... officialdom began to squirm. 

There was wire-tapping, harassment, threatening calls and finally three days before 
Halloween, 1937 a bomb was planted under the kitchen of our home. Dad had a practice 
of a late-night snack, before retiring, and the bombers had been staking-out the house for 
a long time and knew dad's habits. 

The black powder bomb went off at midnight October 28 and blew-up the kitchen. My 
brother, sister and I ran downstairs, through the acrid smoke and were first to see the 
havoc and was covered with photos in THE L.A.TIMES on the 30th. Dad got horne a few 
minutes later to see the mess ... no one got hurt, although my grandparents, who lived with 
us in the room above, were quite shaken. 

Six weeks later, January 14, 1938, dad's private investigator, who had done so much in 
finding "bad guys", stepped on his starter and another bomb blew him sky-high with his 
motor and garage. Harry Raymond ended-up with 150 pieces of shrapnel in his body but 
survived and was brought to court on a stretcher to testify against the bomber, who turned 
out to be LAPD Capt. Earle Kynette. He went to San Quentin for I 0 years to life. 

Clifford Clinton then led a recall of Mayor Frank Shaw who was replaced by Fletcher 
Bowron. The Chief of Police soon followed along with about 40 high-ranking officers 
and patrolman, who were taking bribes and kickbacks. They were indeed very colorful 
days with the "good guys" finally coming-out on top. 
(All this story can be verified on GOOGLE and LA TIMES files as well as online County 
ALMANAC.) 

Dad was in the hospitality business all his life and had adopted a philosophy of treating 
every customer as though a guest in his own home. In fact, as the photos shows him 
looking through the front door, he placed a plaque saying "Our door's unlatched for 
every guest ... "Let he who enters find peace and rest." And to this day, I never remember 
us locking any ofthe doors. A funny story did come out of that invitation on the front 
door. One morning, my sister, Jean, carne running down the stairs passing the living 
room and was startled to see a total stranger sprawled-out on the sofa, sound asleep. He 
had taken the message as dad had wanted. 

Pg. 3 



The years passed, brother Ed, left home for the Coast Guard just two days ahead of Pearl 
Harbor and served four years. A month after the war broke-out, dad reenlisted in the 
Army, having served in WWL My sister went off to college, while mom took care of the 
business and I continued school until1944 when the Navy allowed me in at 17. 

During that time, the November 27, 1944 issue of Life Magazine did a story on the home 
and business and a photo they did not use is the one of dad peeking through the front 
door. I am including another of all the family around the dinner table, swinging near the 
pool, and a couple of the cafeteria they used. 

Some wonderful and colorful years were spent on that corner and near the end, dad 
planted some shrubs, installed a drinking fountain and a bench where the sidewalk turned 
from Western to Los Feliz with so many hikers coming up that steep block from Franklin 
Ave. most were tired and thirsty. He placed another plaque near the bench;" .. 'tis a 
shorter path we share with a friend". He loved people ..... and I still have the plaque. 

I have lived these 73 years on or near Los Feliz. My wife, Elizabeth, and I live a block 
below the boulevard now, not far from Marshall High, where we've been since 1950. We 
love Los Feliz and have deep roots in this choice, historic neighborhood. END 

Donald H. Clinton 
2052 Ames St 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 

(323) 665-8691 

Member of LFIA 

Sample photos with captions are inserted and the story is 
attached. More photos available if you like .... 



CALIFORNIA: Clinton's Big Job 
Time Magazine, September 14, 1942 

Off to war last week went Los Angeles' Clifford Edmond Clinton. The song in his heart 
was that of a man who knows that life is good. 

The management ofhis two fantastic cafeterias ("We pray our humble service be 
measured not by gold but by the Golden Rule") he left to eleven assistants and his wife. 
Los Angeles' future he consigned to his followers in his Citizens Independent Vice 
Investigating Committee (civic). 

Said he in his valedictory as he started for Fort Benning, Ga., a second lieutenant, at 42, 
in the medical administrative corps: "I could say, sure, I'm more useful at home, but in 
my heart rd know I wasn't. ... Not every citizen can go- I could.'' 

Free Unless Delighted. Los Angeles will miss slender, square-jawed Clifford Clinton. In 
1931, after depression rocked his seven San Francisco cafeterias, he moved there with 
$2,000 to open Brookdale Cafeteria, where each customer's check has an Ii'v!PORTANT 
NOTICE: "You may pay what you wish or dine free unless delighted.'' Hunger has 
always horrified him since boyhood days when, with his Salvation Army parents, he 
lived in China and saw gaunt Chinese devouring an oatmeal poultice his father had put on 
an old man's carbuncle. 

During an early period of90 days, 10,000 broke and hungry people ate free at Brookdale 
cafeteria. From 800 paid meals a day, patronage jumped to 16,000. The record is over 
26,000 in his two present cafeterias. Now Clinton has 600 employes-"Associates" who 
have bargaining rights, a share in profits, paid vacations, medical service, music lessons, 
inspirational literature, little interest in joining unions. 

At Brookdale one can buy 1¢ and 5¢ meals (soup, bread, beans, vegetable, dessert, 
coffee). A pastel booklet explains: "This service is not a charity but a business transaction 
which Clinton's regards as its special privilege." It is a business transaction, because 
Clinton has made money. 

Customers get free birthday cakes for parties (11,000 in 1940), lollypops, advice on 
personal problems, sherbet that comes out of a tunnel operated by an electric eye or flows 
like lava out of a volcano, leaflets of poesy & precept called Clinton's Food For Thot. 

Pacific Seas. Clinton's second cafeteria is the Pacific Seas. He and his wife selected 
tropical materials for it in Hawaii last fall. Its giant bamboo came from Formosa. Its 
fac;:ade has a 15-foot waterfall; inside is a goldfish-filled brook. Fantastic lights combine 
plastic and neon flowers. Many Californians think it's grand. 



Customers' checks average 35¢ (profit Yz¢ a meal). They join the waiters in community 
singing. During religious songs, blue neon crosses light up the walls. In the Pacific Seas' 
"rain hut" every 20 minutes diners hear the sound of rain on the roof. At Brookdale 
visitors hear a recording of Ah, Sweet Mystery of Life and a two-minute sermon on Story 
of the Redwoods in a tiny chapeL 

(2 of2) 

"A Great City." Clifford Clinton, father of two sons, one daughter, got into public affairs 
in 1934 when he investigated waste in the big Los Angeles County hospital. Then Judge 
Ben Lindsey named him to a grand jury. Most of the jurymen opposed Clifs efforts to 
investigate vice, so he and three other members organized CIVIC. During Clinton's 
crusades his 18-room house was bombed, people were sent in to poison his food, his 
taxes were raised $6,700 on one property. Once a trick motorcycle rider crashed into his 
16-cylinder Cadillac to fake an accident for damage action. 

Clifshrugs offthe ridicule, smiling. In over 1,600 broadcasts he always reminded "the 
little people"-meaning common people----of their rights to resist politicians. He sees Los 
Angeles as a place of archaic transportation, bungling governments, gypped strangers, 
hidden resources. He would like to put observation tunnels through oil fields and movie 
studios so tourists could see what goes on. Says he: "If we could begin to apply the 
intelligence available to the solution of these problems, we'd have a great city." 

Read more: http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,802420-
2,00.html#ixzz174jklxtA 
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