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Brenda Barnette has been in charge of the the Los Angeles city animal shelters for the past year. She is seen here at
the East Valley Animal Shelter in Van Nuys on July 27, 2011. (David Crane/Staff Photographer) (David Crane)
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Her predecessor, Ed Boks, resigned under pressure after pitching a "hooters for neuters" bikini contest and a pit-
bull academy for ex-cons.

Barnette, a genteel manager with a Virginia twang and experience in no-kill practices, was hired to restore order
and public confidence.

LAPD's off-road patrols chase . . . . . . .
crime wherever it leads "l learned that | liked to go into situations that have challenges, to see if | could go into communities to resolve

those (problems)," Barnette said during a visit last week to the East Valley shelter in Van Nuys.
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rate" - the number of shelter animals that are
adopted rather than euthanized - increased from 77 to 94 percent.

But in her year in Los Angeles, euthanasia at the city's six shelters has gone up, while adoptions have gone
down, according to department statistics.

From September 2010 through June, L.A. shelters destroyed 16,425 dogs and cats, a 10.7 percent increase over
the same period before her watch. The number of euthanized unweaned kittens rose nearly 22 percent.

At the same time, public adoptions dropped by 6.2 percent.

"The jump in euthanasia and the drop in adoptions was so predictable," said Laura Beth Heisen, a former
member of the civilian Animal Services Commission, which oversees the agency.

"When you don't have programs to prevent these problems, the problems happen," she said. "It's the fault of the
manager."

For her part, Barnette has taken the long view.

She has embarked on a seven-year-plan toward finding homes for nine of 10 shelter dogs and cats.

She said it will take three years to encourage pet owners to abide by new spay/neuter laws. Two years to expect
success. And five to seven years to stabilize pet impounds, euthanize only the most sick or dangerous animals,

and adopt out the rest.

"It's nothing to brag about," she said of the poor no-kill performance in the past year. "This is a huge system. It's
like a big boat in the water, difficult to turn against the current. It's slow at first."

Nearly 57,000 dogs and cats were impounded in fiscal 2010-11, a five-year high that Barnette attributed to the
lingering recession.

To combat it, she launched an animal foster program, along with a nonprofit group to raise money and promote
shelter adoptions.

She said she's also worked to harness the creativity of Animal Services staff, revamped the agency's website to
promote adoptions, and transported 1,500 animals to shelters in Washington and New York state, where the
demand for pets was greater.

She's also working to privatize an unused shelter in Mission Hills, and to make spay/neuter vouchers more
available to poor residents. She sees a day when L.A. euthanizes very few of its surplus pets.

"We have love in all-size packages," Barnette said, after cradling Brownie, a year-old terrier mix.

"l want the staff and the community working together - moving toward the day that we're saving the animals that
are adoptable and treatable. Keeping our streets safe. | have a seven-year plan. | hope to carry it out.

"l like it here."
While comments about Barnette range from praise to bitterness, the most vocal opponents are worried.

Noting that killings are up and adoptions down, they say the city's mobile adoption program is all but defunct. And
they say there's no clear record that shelter dogs were taken out of state.

They accuse Barnette, touted for her collaborative style, of opening her door only to favorites.

And some even charge Barnette, a former dog breeder experienced in running private shelters, of not being able
to direct her staff.

"l think Ms. Barnette is over her head," said activist Michael Bell, of Encino, an Animal Services watchdog for 30
years. "l don't think she has the strength or the grit to change this department.”

This month, City Controller Wendy Greuel launched an audit of Animal Services amid allegations that shelter
workers had stolen 64 dogs and sold them for profit. Workers were also accused of timecard fraud.

Far from being daunted by the review, Barnette said she welcomes an outsider's view of the department.

Laurel Kinder, who said she's rescued up to 50 small dogs a month from the East Valley shelter, said she can't
get Barnette to sanction health certificates she needs to transport dogs out of state for adoption.

"She doesn't give me the time of day," said Kinder, who runs the Kinder Rescue and Project Flying Chihuahua of
Studio City. "Only nasty letters."

Others paint a different picture of the boss of a nearly $20million budget and 327 shelter workers - and praised
her positive energy, and calm and collaborative approach.

A decade ago, Bobby Dorafshar was so frustrated with the city's pound practices he uprooted his dog rescue to
Newhall.

Now, after a long absence from working with an agency he claimed was unfair to animals, he's in love with
Brenda Barnette.

"She's wonderful," said Dorafshar, of Woodland Hills, founder of New Leash on Life. "When Ms. Barnette came
in, she was soft-spoken. She took her time to get to know everybody and her whole department.

"She rallied everybody to help the animals."

Christi Metropole, of the Los Angeles-based Stray Cat Alliance, praised Barnette for improving shelter care,
working on a legislative solution for feral cats, and for helping unify the humane community.
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"She came committed to stopping the Killing ot healthy and treatable animals,” said Metropole, once one ot the

agency's biggest critics and a member of No More Homeless Pets L.A., a new advocacy coalition that includes
Barnette. "She's committed. It's in her heart. There's never been anybody close to her ability.

"She has to move a monolith."

Added Ferdin, perhaps the greatest critic of them all: "If the public steps up to the plate and starts adopting these
wonderful cats and dogs, puppies and kittens, we'll get to no-kill. If people start spaying and neutering their
companion animals, we'll get to no-kill.

"And under Brenda, we'll get to no-kill if people let her do her job."

3 BOOKMARK w® 70 £7 Print Email [, [a]A] Font Resize [f] Return to Top
We Recommend More from Our Partners

Tarzana doctor kills wife, self in driveway of their Man Possibly Killed by 19 Black Widow Spider
Sherman Oaks home Bites (FoxNews.com)

405: Bicyclist chased off empty freeway Men charged in Giants fan Bryan Stow beating go
to court (ESPN)

'Chip' Mayer, 'Dukes of Hazzard' actor, dies in . i
Sherman Oaks Meet Chuck Norris and a Bundle of Other Kittens

(Patch - South Pasadena, CA)
Daily News Editorial: Investigation into the e
shenanigans at Animal Services is long overdue GOt Babies? Get a Dog (Man of the House)

Fewer pets killed because of spay, neuter Which Dog Breed is Best for Me? (Man of the House)
programs [what's this]

e Readers: Let us know what you think of the new commenting system
* New: You can now sign in with Facebook, AOL and Yahoo accounts. Just click on the "Comment
Using..." button and select the type of login you wish to use.

The New Skinny Fruit Man "Cheats" Credit Score $79/HR Job - 476 Openings

How This Strange African Fruit Is Making He added 183 points to his credit score Make $79/hr Working From Home.

America Skinny. using this 1 easy Requirements: Computer.

HealthDiscoveriesToday.com www.TheCreditSolutionProgram.com www.athometypingjobs.org/jobs
Copyright Notice | Privacy Policy | Information | Subscriber Services | Mobile Edition | Site For more local Southern California News: Copyright ©2010
Map | RSS B [l My ¥aH0OI| | MNG Corporate Site Map | Select a newspaper... B Los Angeles Newspaper Group

REAL Cities|

http://www.dailynews.com/news/ci_18587883 Page 3 of 3



Dear Rescuer,

Included is an invitation to a really important meeting that is taking place at West Hollywood Park Auditorium on Sunday, August 7th at 6:30pm with a pre-meeting reception
at 5:30pm.

I'm really excited by the opportunity that we have to do some great things together for the animals and | believe that you will be too, when you have the opportunity to learn
more. Please have a look at the invitation and RSVP to my colleague, Shelly Sichta at shellys@bestfriends.org.

Looking forward to seeing you on August 7th.
Best,

Francis Battista
Best Friends Animal Society
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LA Feeders Newsletter #7

1/19/11

by Jean Salyer

As expected we had a great turnout at Sunday’s meeting. About 45 people attended.
We were excited to hear our guest of honor and we were not disappointed. The new
head of Los Angeles Animal Services, Brenda Barnette, is sure to usher in a new era
in animal welfare. More on that later...

On behalf of all LA Feeders, I'd like to thank our hostess Lisa Orenge for generously
opening her home to our group. As usual we had a great potluck buffet and raffle
prizes of cat food, dog food and treats. Mark Legassie teased us with a beautiful cat-
themed comforter hand made by Adela Montalvo.

There was a lot on the agenda at this meeting and I'll try to be brief.

Mark Legassie chaired the meeting and began with a status report on LA Feeders.

Currently 225 members are feeding 6600 meal per day. As you know, we are in the
process of obtaining 501(c)3 recognition which will allow for an increased range of
fundraising activities as well as other benefits to the group and members. As most of
you know, a 501(c)3 is a registered charity and as such is allowed certain privileges
under IRS regulations.

Flyer

Contact Us
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LA Feeders has selected officers of the corporation as follows:
President: Johanna Arias

Secretary: Lisa Orenge

Treasurer: Mark Legassie

Mark went on to report that in 2010 LA Feeders distributed 40,000 Ibs. of cat food to
community cat caregivers. More food is on the way! LA Feeders is getting some help
from Patty Pierce who has provided additional storage at low cost. Many thanks to
Patty for this great assistance.

Mark also focused on the new low cost spay/neuter clinic, The Animal Rescue Center,
near downtown Los Angeles. Thanks to a generous donation from the Sperl Family
Foundation, a limited number of cats will be altered free of charge to LA Feeders’
members and other animal welfare groups. One of our members, Jan Reesman, is a
Vet Tech and is volunteering her “free time” (whatever that is!) to help out. Yea Jan!
In addition to s/n, the clinic will offer general vet services at a reduced rate. The clinic
will not be open to the general public—only to rescuers and rescue groups.

Volunteers are still needed to help out with the TNR booth for the upcoming “Adopt a
Valentine” event at the North Central Shelter (3201 Lacy St., LA 90031) on February
12t to promote TNR. Contact Mark if you can help. Details have been posted on LA
Feeders Yahoo mail.

LA Feeders needs a logo and a slogan:

As usual Peri came thru with help. She has a graphic artist friend who is going to
design a logo for us.

One of the many suggested slogans was: “No More Hungry Cats”, submitted by Jan.
| like it! Still if you have a suggestion, let LA Feeders know.

Other plans include a large fundraising event in spring 2011 to celebrate our new non-
profit status as well as raise desperately needed funds. This fun party is being
organized by Johanna Arias-stay tuned for updates.

Mark also introduced an idea that LA Feeders is a good forum in which to exchange
services. In this era of financial uncertainty for many of us, we may be able to save
some money (and help more cats) by trading goods and services rather than
purchasing them. Mark gave some examples such as trading pet sitting services for
homeless cat feeding, offering cat food in exchange for other tasks. Wish lists could
be posted at the food warehouse or online. Since we started as a co-op, this may be a
means to help each other out from time to time.

Now...on to the high point of the evening...our guest speaker. Brenda Barnette was
selected to head Los Angeles Animal Services by an unprecedented vote of
confidence by the City Council. She was unanimously chosen—the vote was 15-0.
She brings to LAAS 19 years of experience in animal welfare organizations, most
recently in Seattle where she greatly reduced shelter kills thru creative thinking and
innovative programs. She has 100% support from animal welfare groups.

One program initiated in Seattle by Brenda was “From Our Home to Your Home”.

Since some people are reluctant to adopt shelter pets thinking they are somehow
defective, Brenda came up with the idea to place animals in foster homes and then
hold adoption fairs in which people could adopt the fostered dogs and cats. It was a
huge success. The prospective adopter could learn more about the animal and
whether or not it is a good match by interacting with the foster parents and the dog or
cat.

This program came about when adoptable, but overlooked pets at the shelter were
given a second chance. Shelter staff were asked to identify these animals and place
them in foster homes.

From the beginning of her talk, her commitment to animal welfare was obvious, as well
as her dedication to working with animal welfare groups and individuals. This



compassionate, no-nonsense woman is fully capable of handling the politically
charged issues which face community cats and their caregivers.

By now we are all familiar with the bizarre viewpoints of a few urban wildlife groups
who successfully sued to enjoin the City of Los Angeles from promoting TNR. Brenda
expressed concern that this action may spread nationwide. | know most of us are
baffled by the conflict between TNR people and urban wildlife people. Our goal is to
humanely reduce the homeless cat population which will benefit all species.
Numerous government agencies and committees are evaluating several proposals,
even under threat of future lawsuits by urban wildlife groups. .

Brenda talked about the staffing cuts affecting the City of Los Angeles and the delays
that are likely to result. She also stated that there is support in city administration for
increasing the number of pets people are allowed to have, but there is ongoing

discussion about whether this should be related to size of property and other matters.

In her talks with representatives from various groups and agencies there was
consensus on the following points:

The need to save lives
The importance of spay/neuter
The need to end cruelty to animals

Our guest made it clear that she is on the side of the animals and their caregivers and
is willing to work with rescue groups for the welfare of animals. Plans include
increasing volunteer participation, obtaining grants for spay/neuter, expanding the
DAWS program and ultimately putting links to rescue groups on the city’s website
when issues are resolved with the litigious wildlife groups.

The DAW (Director of Animal Welfare) is a volunteer leader who promotes animal
welfare in his/her community. DAWSs will begin to receive LAAS press releases and
other communications.

Brenda is working closely with charitable foundations and has obtained a 5 million
dollar grant from Petsmart and a 1 million dollar grant from the Heigl Foundation. She
is also working with Best Friends, who is focusing on helping the animals of Los
Angeles.

More animals came into LA shelters last year than the previous year and Brenda
believes this is caused in part by lack of spay/neuter funding for neighborhood cats.

Volunteers are needed to assist Brenda’s efforts in several areas:
Community outreach
Working helpline to assist people who are having problems with their pets
Humane education
Foster homes

Brenda agrees that we need to promote a positive image of community cats. LA
Feeders has moved away from the term “feral” and its sinister connotation. Brenda
pointed out that “homeless” also carries a negative implication. Community cats or
neighborhood cats are the preferred descriptions.

Below are comments previously posted by Mark. I’'m including them, since they
represent some of the most important aspects of our meeting:

1) Feeding neighborhood cats is NOT against the law, nor can you
be held as the "owner" for strays you are feeding [for additional
details see www.LAfeeders.org and click on "Helpful Info"]



2) TNR and caregiving should be left to the volunteers and not be
administered by the City at all (i.e. throw out the proposed policy).
The only thing the City should do is spay/neuter and referrals to

TNR groups.

3) Many improvements are being implemented at LAAS, including a
new Adult Cat Foster Care Program and top-to-bottom redesign of
their website!

4) A majority of city council members support the increase in pet
limits from 3 to 5 -- the ordinance is currently in the City Council's
Planning Cmte for 60-90 days to handle kennel definition changes,
etc.

In her talk Brenda stressed that we are at a turning point in animal welfare. With the
hard work and dedication of Brenda, LA Feeders, and many many others, we can
make 2011 a better year for animals!
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