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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, it is illegal to display, sell, offer for sale, barter or give away most kinds of animals
upon any street or sidewalk, or other public place in the City of Los Angeles; and

WHEREAS, it soon will also be illegal to purchase animals on any street or sidewalk, or other
public place; and

WHEREAS, these crimes have been designated misdemeanors in the Los Angeles Municipal
Code, carrying with them the possibility of fines and jail sentences; and

WHEREAS, the Superior Court has established a bail amount of $20.00 for individuals accused
of illegal animal sales; and

WHEREAS, with exotic birds, purebred puppies and other animals sometimes being illegally
sold for hundreds of dollars apiece and a constant supply of such animals available to the
sellers; and

WHEREAS, $20.00 is not a bail amount sufficient {o deter the activities or fo constitute more
than a small portion of the “cost of doing business;” and

WHEREAS, the high incidence of accused sellers not being incarcerated and subsequently
failing to appear in court impedes efforts {o prosecute the perpetrators; and

WHEREAS, the public is being defrauded while thousands of innocent, illegally sold animals
consequently are subjected to negiect or cruelty and often {o premature death as a result of our
collective inability to effectively apprehend and prosecute these cases.

NOW, BE IT RESOLVED that the Los Angeles City Board of Animal Services Commissioners
hereby requests that the bail commitiee of the Superior Court of Los Angeles County be
petitioned to raise the bail amount for illegal animal sales-related misdemeanors to as much as
$5,000.00, and in no case less than $500.00, at the earliest opportunity, in order to facilitate
more effective law enforcement and prosecution of these cases.



