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March 9, 2012 

Councilmember Paul Koretz 
200 No Spring St 
LA, CA 90012 

Dear Councilmember Koretz: 

I am writing on behalf of the Westside Neighborhood Council Board, representing approximately 
80,000 stakeholders in the Cheviot Hil!s, Rancho Park, and Century City area. 

Kirsten James, water quality director for Heal the Bay, addressed the WNC Board at our March 
81

h meeting. She spoke about the need to encourage stakeholders to use reusable bags 
instead of single-use plastic bags. She explained the two ordinance options before the city 
council. 

We agree that we should join other cities and counties that have ban single-use plastic bags but 
we feel that there should be an option to buy paper bag until the public has time to acclimate to 
the responsibility of providing their own bags when they shop. 

The WNC passed the following motion: 

The WNC moves to support Los Angeles County Banning single-use Plastic Bags and 10 
cent mandate fee on paper bags made from 100% recycled paper. 

We applaud your efforts to reduce the impact plastic bags have on the environment. 

Sincerely, 

r e.Yvv rcppu 

Terri Tippit, Chair 

Cc Los Angeles City Council 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa 



To Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and Councilman Bill Rosendahl: 

Acknowledging the November 16, 2010, passage of the Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervisor's ban on plastic bags and the Environmental Impact 
Report which legally supports it; the December 14, 2010, passage of the Mar Vista 
Community Council Policy Motion in support of a plastic bag ban in the City of 
Los Angeles; the January 25, 2011, passage of the Santa Monica City Council ban 
on single-use plastic bags and, in step with the Clean Seas Coalition (7th 
Generation Advisors, Heal the Bay, Sierra Club, Surfrider Foundation, et al), we 
want to convey the Del Rey Neighborhood Council's support for a citywide ban on 
plastic bags. 

Recognizing the importance of being good stewards of nearby Ballona Creek, the 
Ballona Wetlands, Santa Monica Bay and the oceans beyond, the Del Rey 
Neighborhood Council supports efforts to clean up and improve waterways that 
affect our Southern California communities and our beaches which are so vital to 
our tourism industry. According to the Los Angeles Times, Californians use more 
than 120,000 tons of the bags each year and, despite efforts to increase it, only 5% 
are actually recycled. Taxpayers therefore end up paying close to $25 million a 
year to rid streets, beaches, parks and waterways of the bags. 

A ban will help save city and state monies in troubled economic times and 
conserve important natural resources which could be put to a more beneficial use. 
A city-wide ban on plastic bags, identical to the County ban, would take us a giant 
step in the right direction. 

The Del Rey Neighborhood Council looks forward to your swift action on this 
matter. 

Sincerely, 

Eric DeSobe 
President, Del Rey Neighborhood Council 
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Dear Council Member LaB~~;i~>~ • .· ~!~~~~~!!"'···· ·-· . ·"l~~~~;~;, 
The Mid-Town North Holiy~'6'6tfif~~ghb6rho~d:~dun~~-~';;Jpectfrtliy:;uf~b~~yqu td: sutfp~rt'Co~rrdl Member Koretz' s 
proposed ordinance restricting th{ql,stqb4tion of single-use *ags in'tos"A:ngeies, (as,;prqmised ~l)yCouncil in July 2008). 
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In these tough economic)imes, £~{~l~~i~§s~.~'~'~1J~~~i~ .. ~9~l~r~~J~lJ"~-~~~:~~~~K~~-'1Eri~ .. ~~mpli~:~e costs. Californians 
use an estimated 12 billiqn plastic'l;lagsper year.:A.~cording;tq C:.'LlR,~cycle, only threeip~i:cent of,,1}lese bags are actually 
recycled. The rest end up in lan4fil#~o{ as litter. /L9~-Argel9#~.~J;lg.,\;~~t~p,tg~r rrl,ii9q,ip~ities statewide, spends more 
than $25 million each y~ar to cle~~ y~ p,lastj<::sMiP.~~~~§e_\Jag~.VRT'P~bt!e:rl~r~~:·. ~t9ffr\;illains, ,~~d from our waste . 
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In addition to the economic b8nefits :f.~.pt~~~ti~:,lii·~~j. theJZ~I~"~Q~ntl;·:~"-~~~i:&:~ent~fBe~efits. These include 
reduced use of natural resour&s' for,b~g·proqbction, reduced\¥ildlif~;:fatalit1es from~trangdlation and suffocation, 
improved water quality, and-mos't.qali~hffqt ov~1o1fAnge!t(.s etono]?lJ; ·};lya~£f.Re~ches. For all intents and purposes, 
plastic never biodegrades, but slowly·pfi:ot6dl'egra~es~' _As:it-~hoto''degrad¢s, plasHc filin breaks into smaller and smaller 
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Plastic marine pollution is a global problem with a local solution. Banning the distribution of plastic bags is widely 
considered an appropriate and practical legislative action that can protect our environment and save financial resources. 
The County of Los Angeles, and our neighbors in Calabasas, Santa Monica and Long Beach, along with other local 
governments in the region, around the state, and around the world, have already taken this approach, and we strongly urge 
you to do the same. · 

As the production of paper bags are also a problem for the environment; contributing to deforestation, greenhouse gas 
emissions and additional waterborne costs, we support Council Member Koretz' s motion to phase out the use of both 
types of single-use grocery bags and encourage the use of reusable bags. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

Mary A. Garcia, President 



Minutes of the Northridge East Neighborhood Council Board Meeting > c,e- 11 e'iCf 

Wednesday November 16, 2011 
1. The meeting was called to order by President Steve Patel at 7:05PM. 
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Steven Ramirez. 
3. Roll Cali- Determination of Quorum- Present: Steve Patel, Don Dwiggins, Peter 
McCarty (tardy, excused), Barry Greenberg (left early), Jay Draiman, Lisa Anderson, 
Nestor Fantini, Stephen Hubbard, Alice McCain, Lucille Meehan, Steven Ramirez, and 
Kelly Lord; Absent: Brittny McCarthy (excused) and Darren Hause (excused) 
4. Agenda Setting Meeting Participation: Steve Patel, Don Dwiggins, Peter McCarty 
Point of Order: Ms. Anderson states that Mr. McCarty left early, and Mr. Patel adds that 
Mr. Greenberg also left early 
5. Approval of Minutes: The Board begins to vote on approval ofthe minutes, but Ms. 
Anderson flags the Chair that a motion is needed then introduces her motion 
Ms. Anderson made a motion for the NENC to approve the Minutes of the October 
11th meeting, 2nd by Mr. Hubbard. MOTION PASSES unanimously. 
Ms. Anderson made a motion for the NENC to approve the Minutes of the October 
19th meeting, 2nd by Mr. Draiman. MOTION PASSES unanimously. 
Ms. Anderson made a motion for the NENC to approve the Minutes of the 
September 21st meeting, znd by Mr. Dwiggins. MOTION PASSES unanimously. 
Minutes of the Sept 6th meeting pending approval once they are posted 
6. Comments from Public Officials: 
Point of Order of Business: Mr. Patel requests Mr. Greenberg remove himself from the 
Board to the audience and explains Mr. Greenberg had officially turned in his resignation 
of which Mr. Patel had accepted; Ms. Anderson objects, advises Chair that since it is not 
an Item on the Agenda the Item cannot be considered; Mr. Fantini suggests since the 
Board has multiple views in tenns of this, they should listen to the President, in this case 
Mr. Patel; Ms. Anderson states LA City Attorney has informed the Board in a memo via 
email that Mr. Greenberg must be seated at this meeting, but no representative present to 
advise; Mr. Patel says that is not correct and the meeting with City Attorney will take 
place next week when it was said they will determine what happens; Mr. Patel, as 
President officially requests that Mr. Greenberg sit in the audience; Mr. Greenberg replies 
that he did not submit his resignation and begins to make a statement but Mr. Patel 
interjects that the Board is not discussing that now, reiterates that he is only requesting 
Mr. Greenberg sit in the audience; Mr. Greenberg replies that he respectfully declines; 
Board moves on to public comment 

a. Council District 12, Councilman Mitch Englander's Office (818) 756-8501 
Semee Park, Field Deputy (Semee.Park@lacity.org) 
• Motion introduced for Van Nuys Airport to privatize and create an 

independent Van Nuys Commission 
• Motion introduced to extend Business Tax Holiday to three years for new or 

relocating businesses into the City, and looking to extend the Business Tax 
Holiday for car dealerships 

• Motion introduced to eliminate sodas from public libraries and City recreation 
centers and parks in an attempt to reduce obesity and help children make 
better choices 

pnJ& 



ll/16/2011 Northridge East Neighborhood Council Meeting Minutes Page 4 of 5 

I. LA Green Machine, Andy Schraeder- Possible Endorsement of Proposal 
"Ban on Plastic Bags"- Informational flyers, Green Vets LA flyer distributed 

Mr. Dwiggins made a motion to support Councilman Koretz's motion to Ban All 
Single Use Plastic Bags, 2"d by Ms. Meehan. MOTION PASSES with one 
abstention. -

ierra Club- Possible endorsement of Proposal "Beyond Coal Initiative," 
requiring DWP to completely end the purchase of power from coal-fired 
plants by 2020, and to set efficiency and renewable energy targets 

Mr. Hubbard made a motion to TABLE Item 10,b,2 re: "Beyond Coal Initiative'' 
until further information and research into alternate solutions is presented, 2"d by 
Mr. McCarty. MOTION PASSES. ~ITEM TABLED 

c. Land Use Committee 
1. Appointment ofNew Chair- Mr. Dwiggins officially resigns as Land Use 

Committee Chair; Mr. Patel appoints Mr. Lord as the new Land Use 
Committee Chair and Mr. Lord accepts. 

2. 18342 Halsted- Update: Project is currently in the development phase and 
will come in front of the Land Use Committee in December 

3. Sidewalks Update- Glenn Bailey reports on October 19 joint meeting with 
B&F, Public Works Dept., and Bureau of Street Services, who showed up 
with a report unseen by the public; Ordinance drafted by City Attorney still 
alive; No representatives from any neighborhood councils attended to discuss 
refusal of service for rentals not repairing sidewalks; Contact City 
Councilman & Homeowners Associations regarding this issue; Trying to 
come up with more ideas and solutions 

d. Outreach Committee - Mr. McCarty thanks community for participation; Always 
looking for volunteers; Mr. Dwiggins suggests Committee check with outreach 
committees of other neighborhood councils for new strategies on increasing 
community outreach, participation 

11. Ratification of Items from October Meeting 
a. Jewish Women's Group- $100 
b. Web Master - Aaron De Vandry - $1,900 
c. Robin Kellogg- $2,100 
d. Theatre @Northridge Park - $1,000 

Mr. McCarty made a motion to approve Items lla- lld, 2"d by Ms. McCain. 
MOTION PASSES unanimously. 
12. Other Committee Reports 

a. Northridge Vision Committee Update- CD12's comments will be incorporated; 
Upcoming launch event in February after breakout sessions with focus groups 
discuss community wellness & health and parking issues for Northridge's future 
in three, five, and ten years from today; Committee currently in action phase 
starting with the university, which brings the valley's largest revenue; December 
walk with CSUN 

b. Education Committee Update - Invent for Life Paul MacNeal, Executive Director 
(paul@invent41ife.org) (818) 618-7824; Need 15 teachers for a workshop event of 
pilot program; 1st Annual Non-Profit Summit with 85 Non-Profits providing info; 



WESTWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
AUGUST 10, 2011 

WESTWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
10822 WILSHIRE BLVD. 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90024 

9. BAN OF PLASTIC BAGS ISSUED BY RETAILERS IN LOS ANGELES 
Stephen Resnick said that the plastic bag ban issue has been referred to the 
Energy and Environment Committee. It has not been voted on by the City 
Council yet. 

A representative from Heal the Bay quoted statistics about how much beach 
litter and ocean debris is composed of plastic bags and styrofoam and passed 
around photos illustrating this. She requested a letter of support. 
Connie Boukidis moved that "WWNC supports the banning of plastic bags 
issued by retail establishments in Los Angeles." Lisa Chapman seconded the 
motion which carried unanimously 

hutt= 
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DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES 
NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

OFFICERS 

PATTI BERMAN, PRESIDENT 
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August 9, 2011 

Council Member Jose Huizar 
200 North Spring St., Rm. 465 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
CALIFORNIA 

Subject: Ban of Plastic Bag Issuance by Retail Establishments in Los Angeles 

Dear Council Member Huizar, 

hfle ;It 
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DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES 
NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

P.O. Box 13096 
Los Angeles, CA 900 13-0096 

TELEPHONE: (678) 65-DLANC 
www.dlanc.com 

The Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood Council would like to respectfully urge you to propose and approve an, 
ordinance restricting the distribution of single-use plastic bags in Los Angeles, as promised by the City Council in 
July 2008. 

In these tough economic times, an ordinance such as this would help lower cleanup and compliance costs. 
Californians use an estimated 12 billion plastic bags per year. According to CalRecycle, only three percent ofthese 
bags are actually recycled. The rest end up in landfills or as litter, Los Angeles, along with other municipalities 
statewide, spends more than $25 million each year to clean up plastic single-use bags from public places, storm 
drains, and from our waste stream. Local taxpayer dollars are also spent to comply with Stormwater Permit 
requirements and other standards in communities with "trash-impaired" waterways as defined under the federal 
Clean Water Act. 

In addition to the economic benefits of a plastic bag ban, there are countless environmental benefits. These include 
reduced use of natural resources for bag production, reduced wildlife fatalities from strangulation and suffocation, 
improved water quality, and-most salient for our Los Angeles economy--cleaner beaches. For all intents and 
purposes, plastic never biodegrades, but slowly photo degrades. As it photo degrades, plastic filril breaks into 
smaller and smaller pieces which attract surrounding toxins. When mistaken as a food source, these plastic particles 
form a progressively greater health risk of food chain contamination. 

Plastic marine pollution is a global problem with a local solution. Banning the free distribution of plastic bags is 
widely considered an appropriate and practical legislative action that can protect our environment and save financial 
resources. The County of Los Angeles, and our neighbors in Santa Monica and Long Beach, along with other local 
governments in the region, around the state, and around the world, have already taken this approach1 and we 
strongly urge you to do the same. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue. 

·' 

Patricia Berman, President 
Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood Council 

cc: 
Mayor Villaraigosa 
Council Member Garcetti, Council Member Perry, Council Member Reyes, Council Member Krekorian, Council 
Member Zine, Council Member LaBonge, Council Member Koretz, Council Member Cardenas, Council Member 
Alarcon, Council Member Parks, Council Member Wesson, Council Member Smith, Council Member Rosendahl, 
Council Member Hahn 
Assembly Member Mike Feuer 
State Senator Fran Pavley 
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Aug 5, 2011 

The Honorable Dennis P. Zine 
City Councilmember, Third District 
200 N. Spring Street, RM450 
Los Angeles, CA 900 I 2 

CALIFORNIA 

RE:. RESEDA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL DECISION 
California Polystyrene and LA Plastic Bag Ban 

Dear Councilman Zine: 

~;Le ~ 
rr~rs-3; 

7324 RESEDA BLVD. #118 
RESEDA, CA 91335 

TELEPHONE: (818) 832-7540 

E-MAIL: rnc@resedacouncil.org 

www.ResedaCouncil.org 

During the August 1, 2011 meeting of the Reseda Neighborhood Council (RNC), the 
Members of the RNC Board considered Agenda Item ll(a) with respect to a request for RNC 
support. · 

Stakeholders present spoke during the public comment and contributed valuable 
opinions. After much discussion, and debate, the following motion was put forth by Ms. Shaked 
and seconded by Mr. Frank: 

"The RNC shan support the California Polystyrene 
(Styrofoam) ban and the Los Angeles City plastic bag ban." 

After proper consideration, the Motion carried by a vote of 8 yeas and 3 nays. 

Should you have any further questions or comments regarding this matter, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

Cary Iaccino 
Chair, Reseda Neighborhood Council 

cc: Bob Blumenfield, California State Assembly District 40 
Alex Padilla, California State Senate District 20 
Board Members, RNC 

ORGANIZED BY THE CITY OF lOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF NEIGHBORHOOD EMPOWERMENT 
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4 August 2011 

O,uncil Member lv.rember Herb J. Wesson, Jr. 
200 North Spring St., Rm. 430 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Subject: Ban of Plastic Bag Issuance by Retail 

Dear Council Member Wesson, 

The United Neighborhoods Neighborhood \....Ou.w .. :u. -~·""·'""'' 
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Plastic marine pollution iS···' 
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and we stronglyurge you to do the sill:i'ie~'· · 

Thank you for your leadership on tllli issue. 

{J!v;w f);vvn 
Stevie Stem, President 
United Neighbor.hoods of the historic Arlington Heights, West Adams, and Jefferson Park 

Neighborhood Council 
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OFFICERS 

Clint Lukens 
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Amanda Berman 

VICE-CHAIR 
Anthony Crump 
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August 3, 2011 
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Council President Eric Garcetti 
Council Member Tom LaBonge 
City Hall 
200 N. Main St 
Los Angela, CA 90012 

Subject: Ban the Use of Plastic Bags 

Dear Council Members: 

CALIFORNIA 
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~ilver ~ke 

f; Lc ;f;f II-1 53j 

SILVER LAKE 
NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

2658 Griffith Park Blvd #377 
Los Angeles, CA 90039 

Contact: board@silverlakenc.org 
Serving the Silver Lake 
Community Since 2003 

TELEPHONE: (323) 661-SLNC (7562) 
FAX: (323) 661-7564 

At the August 3 Governing Board meeting the Silver Lake Neighborhood Council passed a 
motion that the City of Los Angeles ban the use of plastic bags citywide. This is in 
response to the recent California Supreme Court ruling that environmental review is not 
always necessary for such bans. We urge you to take action to accomplish this action to 
ban plastic bags in Los Angeles. The environment will be forever in your debt. · 

Sincerely, 

Silver Lake Neighborhood Council 

gi!vf:!r LakG C.e!Gbratf:!s Our Traditions of 

Div12n;if::y. Innovation e. 1-larrnony 

Diversidad. lnnovaci6n ~ f-farrnonia Pagiging. Mapanlikha at Pagkakaisa 



CANOGA PARK NElGHBDRl~OOD COUNCJL 

July 27,201 t 

Council Member Dennis Zine 
200 North Spring St., R.m. 450 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Be Part of ft. Get Involved 

SUPPORT: Ban of Plastic Bag Issuance by Retail Establishments in Los Angeles 

Dear Council Member Zine, 

The Canoga Park Neighborhood Council would like to respectfully urge you to propose and approve an 

J(-/53( 

ordinance restricting the distribution of single-use plastic bags in Los Angeles, as prom iscd by the City Council in July 
2008. 

In these tough economic times, an ordinance such as this would help lower cleanup and compliance costs. Californians 
use an estimated 12 billion plastic bags per year. According to CalRecycle, only three percent of these bags arc 
actually recycled. The rest end up in landfills or as litter. Los Angeles, along with other municipalities statewide, 
spends more than $25 million each year to clean up plastic single-use bags from public places, storm drains, and from 
our waste stream .. Local ta.xpayer dollars are also spent to comply with Storm water Permit requirements and other 
standards in a community with "trash-impaired" waterways as defined under the federal Clean Water Act. 

l.n addition to the economic benefits of a plastic bag ban, there are countless environmental benefits. These include 
reduced use of natural resources for bag production, reduced wildlife fatalities from strangulation and suffocation, 
improved water quality, and-most sa [lent for our Los Angeles economy--cleaner beaches. For all intents and 
purposes, plastic never biodegrades, but slowly photo degrades. As it photo degrades, plastic film breaks into smaller 
and smaller pieces which attract surrounding toxins. When mistaken as a food source, these plastic particles form a 
progressively greater health risk of food chain contamination. 

Plastic marine pollution is a global problem with a local solution. Banning the distribution of plastic bags is widely 
considered an appropriate and practical legislative action that can protect our environment and save fmancial resources. 
The County of Los Angeles, and our neighbors in Calabasas, Santa Monica and Long Beach, along with other local 
governments in the region, around the state, and around the world, have already taken this approach, and we strongly 
urge you to do the same. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue. 

Sincerely,"'/ 

ft/~ ArZ("'-
Gerar~ P~los, President 
Canoga Park Neighborhood Council 

cc: Mayor Villaraigosa 
Council Member Garcetti, Council Member Perry, Council Member Reyes, 
Council Member Krekorian, Council Member Rosenthal, Council Member LaBonge, 
Council Member Koretz, Council Member Cardenas, Council Member Alarcon, 
Council Member Parks, Council Member Wesson, Council Member Smith, 
Council Member Huizar, Council Member Hahn 

Assembly Member Bob Bfumenfield 
Senator Fran Pavley 



PReSIDENT 
Ron Ostrow 

VICE PRESIDENTS 
Linda Demmer~ Administration 

Daniel McCarthy - Outreach 

TREASURER 
NelsonBae 

SECRETARY 
Call!in Mendoza-Price 

July 25, 2011 

Los Angeles City Council 
c/o City Clerk 
Los Angeles City Hall 

CfTY OF LOS ANGELES 

GREAT!ER GR~FFH'li'H !PA~K 

N!E~GHBORHOOD COUNC~l 

Your Nt~ighbmimod. Your Voice. Your Council 

200 North Spring Street, Room395 
Los ,'\.ngeles, CA 900 .12 

Dear Council Members, 

CIERTfF!EO COUNCit l13f5 

PO 80){27003 
Los Ang<;)jes, CA 9tl027 

infu@ggpnc.org 

The Greater Griffith Park Neighborhood Cm.mdl would iike to respectfuHy urge you to 
propose and approve an ordinance restricting the distribution of single-use pltwtic bags in 
Los Angeles, as promised by the City Council in July 2008. 

ln these tough economic times, an ordinance such as this would help lower cleanup and 
compliance costs. 

Californians use an esti.mated 12 bUlion plastic bags per year. Accordil1g to Cam.ecyde, 
only three percent of these bags are actuaHy recyded; tbe rest end up in landfills or 
become litter. Los Angeles, along with other rmmidpaHties statewide; spends more than 
$25 million each year to dean up the plastic single-use bags from public places, sto11n 
drains, [illd from our waste stream. Local ta-'rpayer dollars are also spent to comply with 
Stormwater Penuit requirements and other stm1dards in co:mmunldcs with "trash
impaired" waterways as defined under the federal Clean Water Act. 

In addition to the economic benefits of a plastic bag ban, there are countless 
environmentai benefits. These include reduced nse of natural resources for bag 
protection, reduced wildlife fatalities from strangulation and suffocation, improved water 
quality, and -most salient for our Los Angeles economy- deaner beaches. For aH intents 
and purposes, plastic never biodegrades, bur slowly photo degr<lrle:s:. As it photo 
degrades, plastic film breaks into srnal!er and ::-;mailer pieces, which attract surrot.mdrng 
toxins. When m:istaken as a food source, these plastkpartides form a progressively 
greater health risk of food chain contamination. 



Plastic marine pollution is a global problem with a Ioc~l solution. Banning the free 
distribution of plastic bags is widely considered an appropriate and prnctkal1egislativc 
action that can protect our environment and save financial resources. The County of Los 
Angeles, and om neighbors in Santa Monica and Long Beach, along with other local 
govemments in the region, around the state, and around the world, ha:ve already taken 
this approach and we strongly urge yon t-o do the same. 

Thank you for your .leadership on this issue. 

Ron Ostrow 

by Leslie VanKeuren, Tomas O'Grady, Harpreet Malhi for the C'.rGPNC Green Committee 

cc: Mayor Villaraigosa 
Assembly Member Mike Feuer 
State Senator Fran Pavlev 
Caitlin Mendoza,..price, Secretary, CGPNC 
GGPNC Goveming Board 



July21,2011 

Council Member Tony Cardenas 
200 North Spring St., Rm. 455 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Subject: Ban of' Plastic Bag Issuance by RetaiJ Establishments in Los Angeles 

Dear Council Member Cardenas, 

F·~ fi 
~,Ce_ 
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The North Hollywood North East Neighborhood Council, representing (.JJJ!Jl) stakeholders in greater Los 
Angeles, would like to respectfully urge you to approve an ordinance banning the distribution of single-use carry
out plastic bags in Los Angeles, as promised by the City Council in July 2008. This is an urgent issue for the 
city to address. The International Programme on the State of the Ocean (IPSO) released a report last 
month saying the world's oceans al'e in "shocking" decline. 

In these tough economic times, an ordinance such as this would help lower cleanup and compliance costs. 
Californians use an estimated 12 billion plastic bags per year. According to Ca!Recycle, only three percent of 
these bags are actually recycled. The rest end up in landfills or as litter. Los Angeles, aloi1g with other 
municipalities statewide, spends more than $25 million each year to clean up plastic single-use bags from public 
places, storm drains, and from our waste stream. Local taxpayer dollars are also spent to comply with Stormwater 
Permit requirements and other standards in communities with "trash-impaired" waterways as defined under the 
federal Clean Water Act. 

In addition to the economic benefits of a plastic bag ban, there are countless environmental benefits. These 
include reduced use of natural resources for bag production; reduced wildlife fatalities from strangulation and 
suffocation, improved water quality, and-most salient for our Los Angeles economy-cleaner beaches. For all 
intents and purposes, plastic never biodegrades, but slowly photo degrades. As it photo degrades, plastic film 
breaks into smaller and smaller pieces which attract surrounding toxins. When mistaken as a food source, these 
plastic particles form a progressively greater health risk of food chain contamination. 

Plastic marine pollution is a global problem with a local sohltion. Banning the free distribution of plastic bags is 
widely considered an appropriate and practical legislative action that can protect our environment and save 
financial resources. The County of Los Angeles, and our neighbors in Calabasas, Santa Monica and Long Beach, 
along with other local governments in the t'egion, around the state, and around the world, have already taken this 
approach, and we strongly urge you to do the same. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue. 

cc: Mayor Yillaraigosa, Council Member Garcetti, Council Member Perry, Council Member Reyes, 
Council Member Krekorian, Council Member Rosendahl, Council Member LaBonge, 
Council Member Koretz, Council Member Zine, Council Member Alarcon, 
Council Member Parks, Council Member Wesson, Council Member Englander, 
Council Member Huizar, Council Member Hahn 

Assembly Member Felipe Fuentes 
Senator Alex Padilla 



July 18, 20!1 r:;k~ 
Council Member Dennis Zlne 
200 North Spring St., Rm. 450 
Los Angeles, CA 900 !2 

Subject: Bau of Plastic Bag Issuance by Retail Establishments in Los Angeles 

Dear Council Member Zine, 

Resolved, the Tarzana Neighborhood Council requests that Councilmember Dennis Zine 
introduce an ordinance to effectuate the recommendation that the Los Angeles City Council enact 
an ordinance, similar or identical to the Los Angeles County ordinance, banning single-use ca!'ry 
out plastic bags, which became effective July l, 2011. 

The major features ofthat ordinance are the banning of the issuance of single-use plastic bags 
from the following class of stores: 

• Any retail store that carries predominantly non-perishable food items; 
• Any pharmacy type store with I 0,000 sq. ft. or mote. 
~> Drug, pharmacy supermarket, grocery, convenience food, food mart or similar stores 

engaged in the retail sale of a limited line offood goods. 
~ Grocery stores. 

Exceptions to the County ordinance are the use of plastic bags that are used to hold produce or 
raw meat in order to prevent contamination with other grocery items. 

We urge that the City provide for public education to use reusable bags, but that there be 
requirements for paper bags to be offered as a substitute for plastic bags per the Los Angeles 
County ban. We urge that the ordinance be in accordance with applicable State laws including 
AB-1998 which provides for the free distribution of reusable paper bags to welfare recipients and 
persons with hardships. We further urge that in conjunction with this proposed ordinance that the 
City of Los Angeles support legislative efforts to repeal AB 2449 which preempts municipalities 
from charging a fee for single-use plastic bags at checkout. · 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue . 
.. , 

Sin~// ,fie 
2'.i'?")":Z / lJ' 

~-YI//_ ;£&//."-."' ""')""-~~·· 
/ ,/fkdy<li'd:Shaffi . (tsldent 

r._./~l" ]Atfzana Neig( orhood Council 
L~ () 

[ ( ~ /S~/ 

cc: · Mayor Villaraigosa, Council Member Garcetti, Council Member Perry, Council Member Reyes, 
Council Member Krekorian, Council Member Rosendahl, Council Member LaBonge, 
Council Member Koretz, Council Member Cardenas, Council Member Alarcon, 
Council Member Parks, Council Member Wesson, Council Member Englander, 
Council Member Huizar, Council Member Hahn 

Assembly Member Bob Blumenfield 
Assembly Member Julia Brownley 

Senator Fran Pavley 
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Ji{Zighborhood Council 

Councilman Dennis P. Zine 
Third Council District 

.. City of Los Angeles 
• 200 N01th Spring Street 
City Hall, Room 405 

June 21,2011 

Los Angeles, Califomia 90012 

Re: West Hills Neighborhood Council 
Resolution On A Proposed Los Angeles City's Ban 
of Plastic Bags 

Dear Councilman Zine: 

On June 1, 2011, at a regularly scheduled meeting of the West 
Hills Neighborhood Cotmcil, discussion and possible action on a 
proposed resolution regarding the proposed Los Angeles City's ban of 
plastic bag came before the board as agenda item # 11-00 I 3. 

After duly considering documentary materials, public comment 
and board discussions, the following resolution was voted upon and 
duly passed: 

WHEREAS Californians use an estimated 12 billion plastic bags per 
year and according to CaiRecycle, only three percent of these bags are 
actually recycled, the rest are in landfills or liter; 

WHEREAS Los Angeles and other municipalities statewide spend 
more than $25 million each year to clean up plastic single-use bags from 
public places, storm drains, and from our waste stream. In addition 
there are countless environmental benefits to a plastic bag ban: 

Reduced use of natural resources for bag production; 
Reduced wildlife fatalities from strangulation and stlffocation; 
and 
Improved water quality and cleaner beaches; and 



Councilman Dennis Zine 
June 21, 2011 
Page2 

WHEREAS; The County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica and Long 
Beach, along with other local governments in the region, around the 
state, and around tl1e world, have already taken action to ban these bags. 

LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT West Hills Neighborhood Council 
respectfully urges you and other members of City Council to propose 
and approve an ordinance restricting the distribution of single-use 
plastic bags in Los Angeles, as promised by the City Council in July 
2008. 

Should you have any further questions regarding the above
referenced resolution, please do not hesitate to call or write at your 
earliest convenience. 

SAL: rnlr 

Very Truly Yours, 

STEPHEN A. LENSKE 
President /Co-Chair 
West Hills Neighborhood Council 

cc: West Hills Neighborhood Council Board 
Dennis Zine Ltr 3l.doc 



May 25,2011 

Council Member Bill Rosendahl 
200 North Spring St., Rm. 415 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Subject: Ban of PJastic Bag Issuance by Retail Establishments in Los Angeles 

Dear Council Member Rosendahl, 

F/k# 
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The West LA Neighborhood Council would like to respectfully urge you to propose and approve an 
ordinance restricting the distribution of single-use plastic bags in Los Angeles, as promised by the City 
Cow1cii in July 2008. 

In these tough economic times, an ordinance such as this would help lower cleanup and compliance costs. 
Californians use an estimated 12 billion plastic bags per year. According to CalRecycle, only three percent of 
these bags are actually recycled. The rest end up in landfills or as litter. Los Angeles, along with other 
municipalities statewide, spends more than $25 million each year to clean up plastic single-use bags from 
public places, stonn drains, and from our waste stream. Local taxpayer dollars are also spent to comply with 
Stonnwater Permit requirements and other standards in communities with "trash-impaired" waterways as 
defined under the federal Clean Water Act. 

In addition to the economic benefits of a plastic bag ban, there are countless environmental benefits. These 
include reduced use of natural resources for bag production, reduced wildlife fatalities from strangulation and 
suffocation, improved water quality, and-most salient for our Los Angeles economy-,-cleaner beaches. For 
all intents and purposes, plastic never biodegrades, but slowly photo degrades. As it photo degrades, plastic 
film breaks into smaller and smaller pieces which attract surrounding toxins. When mistaken as a food 
source, these plastic particles form a progressively greater health risk of food chain contamination. 

Plastic marine poHution is a global problem with a local solution. Banning the distribution of plastic bags is 
widely considered an appropriate and practical legislative action that can protect our environment and save 
financial resources. The County of Los Angeles~ and our neighbors in Santa Monica and Long Beach, along 
with other local governments in the region, around the state, and around the world, have already taken this 
approach, and we strongly urge you to do the same. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue. 

cc: Mayor Villaraigosa 
Council Member Garcetti, Council Member Perry, Council Member Reyes, 
Council Member Krekorian, Council Member Zine, Council Member LaBonge, 
Council Member Koretz, Council Member Cardenas, CounciJ Member Alarcon, 
Council Member Parks, Council Member Wesson, Council Member Smith, 
Council Member Huizar, Council Member Hahn 
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TBD 
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EAST HOLLYWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
COMMUNITY FORUM AND GOVERNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Monday1 May 161 2011 -6:30PM 
LOS ANGELES CITY COLLEGE 
FACULTY AND STAFF CENTER 

855 North Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles CA 90029 

Public comments on agenda items will be heard when the item is considered. Public comments on other matters within the 
council's jurisdiction may be made during the Public Comment period. Public comments are limited to two minutes per 
speaker. Action may be taken on any agenda item except Public Comment, announcements and reports. Actions may be 
reconsidered only if a motion for reconsideration is adopted at the same meeting where the action was taken. You may 
request a copy of printed materials that are distributed at the meeting. You may record the meeting by audio, video or 
photographic means as long as it is not disruptive. Meeting notices and agendas are posted at various locations (see list 
below). If you need translation, or accommodation for a disability, please call the city Department of Neighborhood 
Empowerment at least three business days in advance (213-485-1360, or to! [.free 3-1-1 ). The city is a covered entity under 
Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act. If you believe the council is not fot!owing the law or its own rules you may file a 
grievance in writing with copies to both the Chair and the Secretary. Please be respectful of others, even when you differ with 
them. 

I. Welcome and Introductions (6:48 pm) 
1. Opening Remarks/Welcome Address David Bell, President 

David Bell speaks about Big Sunday event on May 14, 2011 located at Cahuenga Library. Also 
comments on Route 66 Task Force clean-up and L.A.F.D. event on Hillhurst Ave 

II. Community Reports 
2. LAPD Report 

Eric Moore introduces Capt. Girmala and speaks about her efforts in working with public 
safety committee and reports an increase in graffiti in East Hollywood and the proliferation 
of marijuana clinics. Doug Haines explains that zoning administrator should focus on 
enforcing the current marijuana laws. He adds that the D.A. will not get involved unless 
there is a conspiracy and that city resources are limited to confine the problem. Eric Moore 
explains that a possible solution is to keep a list of businesses not in compliance with current 
marijuana laws and adds there is no clear-cut solution to problem. Jennifer Moran expresses 
concern and questions regulations allowing the opening of two marijuana clinics in the same 
area within two months. Doug Haines responds by explaining the lottery system for opening 
clinics and the backlog in applicants. Eric Moore agrees to speak to SLO Matt Ziegler about 
David Bell's inquiry regarding armed police squad at Virgil and Lexington. 
Capt. Girmala explains the gun buyback program initiated by LAPD. As a result, 179 guns were 
collected over the past weekend. She also added there is a 24% decrease in gang activity 
while officer-involved shootings have increased. Noel Lingad directs question to Capt. 
Girmala regarding budget cuts at LAPD. Capt.Girmala responds that it has a huge impact with 
mandatory time-offs, adverse affect on public safety, and attrition. 



2. CD13 Report Office of Council President Eric Garcetti, Ryan Carpio 
Not present. 

Ill. Community Voices 
4. Public Comment of Non-Agenda Items (Please limit to two minutes per speakeL) 

John Harris requests signage prohibiting pet waste and presents contraption for "poop" bags. 
He also comments for greater EHNC involvement at community events and refer~ to EHNC 
unawareness of Children's Hospital event and pancake breakfast at Von's supermarket. 

5. The Trust for Public Land: Update and report from Tori Kjer, Project Manager- Parks for 
People, regarding partnership with Los Angeles Community Garden Council to pursue a State 

Parks Grant for funds to develop a park on the empty lot at 1175 N. Madison Street. 
Robin Martin, representing Trust for Public Land explains statewide support to build parks 
emphasizing the need for a park at 1175 N. Madison Ave. (currently the city lightyard). The 
organization is partnering with the Community Garden Council to obtain a grant for the 
"lightyard" park and expresses need for public input. David Bell offers EHNC support for 
outreach on project. Grant application is due on 07/1/2011. 

6. EHNC Route 66 Task Force: Update from Route 66 Task Force and District 5 Representative, 
Armen Makasjfan regarding upcoming townhafl meeting for businesses and property owners 
on Santa Monica Boulevard.---Moved to item IV, 10 (c) 

Break (7:23pm) 

IV. Meeting of EHNC Governing Board- Public is Welcome and Encouraged to Stay 
7. Call To Order (7:38 pm) 
Roll call: Quorum present. Absent: Julia Griswold, Frank Elaridi, Alfredo Hernandez, Craig Cox 

Doug Haines leaves 9:10pm and not present for item 10 (d,e) 
8. Approval of April 25, 2011, Governing Board Meeting Minutes 

Tabled to next meeting in June 20, 2011. 
9. Budget Update Alex Holsheimer, Treasurer 

Alex Holsheimer reports that $10,000 has been encumbered for the next fiscal year . .There is 
$3,999.00 remaining in current budget. Chrysalis to submit invoice for Santa Monica Blvd.while Elson 
Trinidad has approximately $200 for bitting. Alex Holsheimer calls for special meeting on June 13, 2011 
in order to meet purchasing card deadline on June 15, 2011 David Bell supports special meeting request 
in order to ensure depletion of EHNC funds by the end of the fiscal year and to allocate left-over funds 
to Route 66 Task Force for additional cleanups. 
[Comment: Elson Trinidad explains the success of Big Sunday event with creation of a community garden 
and that school will participate in its maintenance.] 

10. Action Items 
a. Discussion and possible action regarding the preservation of open and accessible athletic 
space at Los Angeles City College (Elson Trinidad, Chair, Youth &. Education Committee; Phil 

Pote, Stakeholder; Duke Russell, Stakeholder.) 
Elson Trinidad explains benefit of open space, athletic field on top of LACC parking garage and explains 
the inadequacy of the current field. Photographs of current and envisioned fields are shown. Duke 
Russell, stakeholder, explains that most colleges had two athletic fields and explains history of Snyder 
field at LACC. He further comments that the proposed field should be at ground level to provide 
accessibility to those that are physically challenged. He goes on to read letters of support by 
councilmen La Bonge and Garcetti. Sam Kbushyan supports the idea of a ground-level field and proposes 
a letter to Gov. Brown. Elson Trinidad proposes letters of support from the community. David finds that 
after meeting with Bond Oversight Committee, such a letter is insufficient and calls for community 
outreach. John Harris questions whether this fssue was brought to LACC president. Debate occurs 
between Sam, David and Doug about L.A. Times article citing responsibility of college president for ftnal 
determination of construction of an athletic field. Doug suggests that study should be made to 
determine if parking garage is capable of supporting the envisioned field. 



MOTION: Sam Kbushyan makes motion to write a letter to Gov.Brown to give back the field to LACC for 
use/purpose of an athletic stadium field and to create a task force to consistently communicate 
advocacy for such a field. Jennifer Robinson seconds the motion- Unanimous approval. 

b. Discussion and possible action regarding EHNC funding of up to $2,500.00 for tactical 
safety equipment for LAPD Hollywood Division Parole Impact Team. (Public Safety 
Committee; Capt. Beatrice Grimala, LAPD, Hollywood Division.) 

Capt. Girmala explains that a Parole Impact Team was created as of Feb. 2011. This resulted in the 
arrest of 60 parolees, 65 parole searches, apprehension of five parolees who cut-off their GPS devices. 
However, city does not provide tactical weapons and therefore requests $2,500 for funding. Eric Moore 
expresses support. David Bell explains that the Hollywood Studio NC may be able to split the funding 
fee. Capt. Girmala also explains about the storefront at 5824 Santa Monica Blvd. which has dedicated 
officers and volunteers to mentor and tutor children to prevent them from joining gangs. John Harris 
directs question to Capt. Girmala whether parolees are attracted to Hollywood. Capt. Girmala responds 
that there are organizations that act as magnets. She also explains that there is a very small budget for 
enforcement. 
MOTION: Sam motions that EHNC fund $2,500 to support for tactical equipment and to add condition 
that this fee be split with the Hollywood Studio NC if they agree to do so. Eric Moore seconds the 
motion. ---Unanimous approval. 

c. Presentation from Stephen Box regarding "Livability Initiative, Complete Streets, Safe 
Routes to School Funding." Discussion and possible action regarding EHNC letter of 
support. (David Bell, President; Armen Makasjian, District 5 Representative and Route 66 
Task Force Director; Stephen Box, Route 66 Task Force member, stakeholder.) 

Route 66 Task force update by Armen Makasjian. Chrysalis completed cleanup on Santa Monica Blvd with 
positive response from local business. Stephen Box gives presentation on "Livability Initiative, Safe 
Routes to School Funding, and Complete Streets." Route 66 Website and partners are presented. 
Objectiv.es consists of three parts and headed by three individuals : Civic engagement (John F. John), 
Livability Initiative (Stephen Box), and Economic Alliance (Armen Makasjian). All three objectives need 
N.C letter of support in order to obtain state grant. David Bell expresses support for all three 
objectives. 
MOTION: Sam Kbushyan motions to draft three letters of support for Safe Routes to School Funding, 
Livability Initiative, and Complete Streets. Shahan Suzmeyan seconds the motion.·· Unanimous 
approval. 

d. Discussion and possible action regarding EHNC letter of support for Plastic Bag Ban. 
(Stephen Box, Stakeholder.) 

Stephen Box urges NC to support Plastic Bag Ban. Stephen explains that the ban has economic benefits 
which include a savings of more than $25 million dollars which is spent on picking up plastic bags in 
public places, storm drains, and waste streams. The ban would also benefit wildlife and reduce marine 
pollution. 
MOTION: Shahan Suzmeyan motions NC to write a letter of support to ban plastic bags. Sam Kbushyan 
seconds the motion. 11 yeas, Doug Haines absent. 

e. iscussion and possible action regarding EHNC letter addressing proposal to allow 
Advertising in City Parks. (Stephen Box, Stakeholder.) 

Stephen Box explains that city, parks are no place for commercial advertising. Currently, L.A. Park 
Foundation has plans to permit for-profit signage in parks in return for donation to the Foundation. 
These donations do not support the parks nor resolve maintenance, staffing and security losses faced by 
the system. The beneficiaries are the advertisers. The plan violates the letter and spirit of the city's 
signage and billboard ordinances, circumvents longstanding concession contraction and RFP processes 
that afford transparency in the permitting of for-profit activities in our parks, exploits children by 
subjecting them to advertising to which they are vulnerable, deprives park users from commercial 
intrusions afforded by parks, and repositions parks as canvases for promotional messaging, thereby 



May 15,2011 

Palms Neighborhood Council 
10008 National Blvd., #210 Los Angeles, CA 90034 

president@ palmsla.org 
www .palmsla.org 

President Eric Garcetti and Members of the Los Angeles City Council 
Los Angeles City Council 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Re: Implementing a citywide ban of single-use plastic bags 

Dear Council President Garcetti and Members of the Los Angeles City Council: 
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PALMS 
Neighborhood 
Council 

WWW.l"AI...MSLA.ORG 

The Palms Neighborhoods Council supports the motion pending before the City Council to explore the 
implementation of a citywide ban of single-use plastic bags. 

According to the Los Angeles Times, Californians use more than 120,000 tons of the bags each year and, 
despite efforts to increase it, only 5% are actually recycled. Governments like Los Angeles must absorb 
the costs of cleaning littered streets, beaches, and catch basins that become clogged with pLastic bag 
debris. One estimate finds that Los Angeles residents use an estimated 6 billion plastic bags a year costing 
the City millions in collection, recycling, disposal, and environmental clean up of these bags. Since 
plastic bags do not biodegrade or dissolve into organic matter, they essentially last forever and compound 
the problem. 

There are both economic and ecological reasons for a ban on single-use plastic bags. Beyond saving the 
City money from reduced clean up costs and compliance with Stormwater Permit requirements, a ban will 
protect our important natural resources from wildlife in the Ballona Creek area to cleaner beaches, 
roadways and parks. 

The Palms Neighborhood Council strongly urges you to join the County of Los Angeles, neighboring 
cities of Santa Monica and Long Beach, as well as other municipalities around the state and around the 
world, to ban single-use plastic bags. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

f/~~~~-
Eli Lipmen 
Secretary, on behalf of the Palms Neighborhood Council 

cc: Mayor Villaraigosa 
Council Member Perry, Council Member Reyes, Council Member Krekorian, Council Member Zine, 
Council Member LaBonge, Council Member Koretz, Council Member Cardenas, 
Council Member Alarcon, Council Member Parks, Council Member Wesson, 
Council Member Smith, Council Member Huizar, Council Member Hahn 



May3, 2011 

Council Member Bill Rosendahl 
200 North Spring St., Rm. 415 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Subject: Ban of Plastic Bag Issuance by Retail Establishments in Los Angeles 

Dear Council Member Rosendahl, 

The Brentwood Community Council would like to respectfully urge you to propose and approve an 
ordinance restricting the distribution of single~use plastic bags in Los Angeles, as promised by the City 
Council in July 2008. 

In these tough economic times, an ordinance such as this would help lower cleanup and compliance costs. 
Californians use an estimated 12 billion plastic bags per year. According to CaJRecycle, only three percent of 
these bags are actually recycled. The rest end up in landfills or as litter. Los Angeles, along with other 
municipalities statewide, spends more than $25 million each year to clean up plastic single-use bags from 
public places, storm drains, and from our waste stream. Local taxpayer dollars are also spent to comply with 
Stor:m.water Permit requirements and other standards in communities vvith "trash-impaired" waterways as 
defined under the federal Clean Water Act. 

In addition to the economic benefits of a plastic bag ban, there are countless environmental benefits. These 
include reduced use of natural resources for bag production, reduced wildlife fatalities from strangulation and 
suffocation, improved water quality, and-most salient for our Los Angeles economy-cleaner beaches. For 
all intents and purposes, plastic never biodegra~es, but slowly photo degrades. As it photo degrades, plastic 
film breaks into smaller and smaller pieces which attract surrounding toxins. When mistaken as a food 
source, these plastic particles form a progressively greater health risk of food chain contamination. 

Plastic marine pollution is a global problem with a local solution. Banning the free distribution of plastic 
bags is widely considered an appropriate and practical legislative action that can protect our environment and 
save fmancial resources. The County of Los Angeles, and our neighbors in Santa Monica and Long Beach, 
along with other local governments in the region, around the state, and around the world, have already taken 
this approach, and we strongly urge you to do the same. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue. 

SincereJ:rW /'\_........ , ., , . 
{...-/ :t -./; .~ 4 f ,I ~ ~ ,'; f 1 t.:.-z.A./b~J! , ,. /u...e..tt>tt-ct...( . .-1. 1. Ctv-t..A..J't. 

The Brentwood Oommunity Council 

cc: Mayor Villaraigosa 
Council Member Garcetti, Council Member Peny, Council Member Reyes, 
Council Member Krekorian, Council Member Zine, Council Member LaBonge, 
Council Member Koretz, Council Member Cardenas, Council Member Alarcon, 
Council Member Parks, Council Member Wesson, Council Member Smith, 
Council Member Huizar, Council Member Hahn 

Assembly Member 1vfike Feuer 
State Sena~or Fran Pavley 



v t N)l C' t Venice Neighborhood Council 
neighborhood council 

Apri126, 2011 

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, 
Councilmember Bill Rosendahl, and 
Los Angeles City Council Members 
200 North Spring St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294/ www.VeniceNC.org 
Email: info@VeniceNC.org Phone: 310-421-8627 

Subject: Ban of Plastic Bag Issuance by Retail Establishments in Los Angeles 

Dear Mayor Villaraigosa, Councilmember Rosendahl, and City Councilmembers: · 

Acknowledging the November 16,2010, passage ofthe Los Angeles County Board of Supervisor's ban on plastic bags and 
the Environmental Impact Report which legally supports it, and, in lockstep with the Clean Seas Coalition (7111 Generation 
Advisors, Heal the Bay, Sierra Club, Sur.fi·ider Foundation, et al), we want to convey Venice's support for a citywide ban 
on plastic bags. 

Recognizing the importance of being good stewards of nearby Ballona Creek, the Ballona Wetlands, Santa Monica Bay 
and the oceans beyond, the Venice Neighborhood Council has long supported efforts to clean up and improve waterways 
that affect our Southern California communities and our beaches that are so vital to our tomism industry. 

According to the Los Angeles Times, Californians use more than 120,000 tons of the bags each year and, despite efforts to 
increase it, only 5% are actually recycled. Taxpayers therefore end up paying close to $25 million a year to rid streets, 
beaches, parks and waterways of the bags. A ban will help save city and state monies in troubled economic times and 
conserve important natural resources which could be put to a. more beneficial use. 

A citywide ban on plastic bags, identical to the Comity ban, would take us a giant step in the right direction. We look 
forward to your swift action on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Linda Lucks 
President, Venice Neighborhood Council 

cc: Councilmember Garcetti, Councilmember Perry, Councilmember Reyes, 
Councilmember Krekorian, Councilmember Zine, Councilmember LaBonge, 
Councilmember Koretz, Councilmember Cardenas, Councilmember Alarcon, 
Councilmember Parks, Counciimember Wesson, Counci1member Smith, 
Councilmember Huizar, Councilmember Hahn 

It's YOUR Venice -get involved! 
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2009-2010 

Chair 
Albert Olson 

~lil!ert@maryista,org 

1st Vice Chair 

Sharon Commins 
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2nd Vice Chair 
Bill Koontz 
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Secretary 
Laura Bodensteiner 
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Alex Thompson 
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December 14, 2010 

Dear Mayor Villaraigosa and City Councilmembers: 

Acknowledging the November 16,2010, passage of the Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisor's ban on plastic bags and the Environmental Impact 
Report which legally supports it, and, in lockstep with the Clean Seas 
Coalition (7th Generation Advisors, Heat the Bay, Sierra Club, Surfrider 
Foundation, eta!), we want to convey the Mar Vista Community Council's 
support for a citywide ban on plastic bags. 

Recognizing the importance of being good stewards of nearby BaUona 
Creek, the Ballona Wetlands, Santa Monica Bay and the oceans beyond, the 
Mar Vista Community Council has long supported efforts to clean up and 
improve waterways that affect our Southern California communities and our 
beaches which are so vital to our tourism industry. 

According to the Los Angeles Times, CaUfornians use more than 120,000 
tons of the bags each year and, despite efforts to increase it, only 5% are 
actually recycled. Taxpayers therefore end up paying close to $25 million a 
year to rid streets, beaches, parks and waterways of the bags. A ban will help 
save city and state monies in troubled economic times and conserve 
important natural resources which could be put to a more beneficial use. 
A city-wide ban on plastic bags, identical to the County ban, would take us a 
giant step in the right direction. The Mar Vista Community Council looks 
forward to your swift action on this matter. 

Thank You, 

/At;J~ 
j 

Albert Olson 
Chair 
Mar Vista Community Council 
Board of Directors 
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South Robertson 
Neighborhoods Council 
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City of Los Angeles Certified 
Neighborhood Council 

President Eric Garcetti and Members of the Los Angeles City Council 
Los Angeles City Council 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

17 November 2010 

Re: Implementing a citywide ban of single-use plastic bags 
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Dear Council President Garcetti and Members of the Los Angeles City Council: 

The South Robertson Neighborhoods Councll supports the motion pending before 
the City Council to explore the implementation of a citywide ban of single-use plastic 
bags. 

L.A. residents use an estimated 6 billion plastic bags a year. Because they do not 
completely decompose, they have become a poflution problem . .It is costing the city 
miJJions of doflars a year to abate the effects of plastic bags, and efforts by the 
County Board of Supervisors to get stores to reduce bag use has been unsuccessful. 

Plastic bags ... "are essentially "forever": they do not biodegrade or dissolve into 
organic matter that can reenter the life cycle. Instead plastic photodegrades, which 
means it breaks up into smaller pieces when exposed to sunlight." (Aiga!lta Marine 
Research Foundation, "Pelagic Plastic" April 91

h, 2007). Plastic pieces from these 
bags, which have made it to the ocean, are mistaken for food and eaten by marine 
life. It then clogs their Intestines and leads to starvation or, if they survive, it enters 
our food chain. "Plastic debris affects at least 267 species worldwide, including 86% 
of all sea turtle species, 44% of all seabird species, and 43% of all marine mammal 
species. (Laist, D.W. (1997) "Impacts of marine debris ... "New York: Springer
Verlag;J.G.B.Derraik). The Ieiss of these species is not only an environmental 
disaster but significantly effects the fishing industries. 

Because oceans connect the globe, our marine debris is becoming a global problem. 
Currents carry plastic originating along the Pacific Coast to the North Pacific Central 
Gyre. Studies by the Algalita Marine Research Foundation" .. .found that six times by 
weight more plastic particles than zooplankton exist in this location." (C.J. Moore et 
al., (2001) "A Comparison of Plastic and Plankton in the Pacific Central Gyre" Marine 
Pollution Bulletin 42:297-1300.) 

Although recycling efforts have improved, recycled plastic is different from products 
like glass or aluminum which can be made back into the products they were before. 
" ... recycled plastic becomes clothing or carpet that goes to the landfill once its 
second use is finished." (Stallone, Steve, "Plastic Seduction," San Francisco Bay 
Guardian (15 Dec. 1993) 

Plastic bag litter on land also poses an expensive problem for the City of Los 
Angeles. One study has estimated that the cost to subsidize the collection, recycling, 
disposal, and environmental clean up of plastic and paper bags could be as high as 
$.17 per bag (1 billon dollars per year). Governments must absorb the costs of 
cleaning littered streets, beaches, and catch basins that become clogged with plastic 
bag debris, increasing flood risk. 

The South Robertson Neighborhoods Council encourages the City Council to 
immediately address the environmental and economic problems posed by single-use 
plastic bags. 

Yours truly, 

Doug Fitzsimmons, President, South Robertson Neighborhoods Council 



SILVER LAKE 
NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

OFFICERS 

Laura Dwan 
Rusty Millar 

CO-CHAIRS 
Michael Ray Menjivar 

VICE-CHAIR 
Spencer Strauss 

TREASURER 
Tenaya Wallace 

SECRETARY 

March 6, 2008 

Council President Eric Garcetti 
City Hall 
200 N. Spring St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Council Member Tom LaBonge 
City Hall 
200 N. Spring St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
CALIFORNIA 

Silver ~ke 
Neighborhoo::I Council 

Subject: Motion to Prohibit use of Plastic Bags 

Dear Council President Garcetti and Council Member LaBonge: 

SILVER LAKE 
N8GHBORHOODCOUNC~ 

2898 Rowena Avenue, Suite 101 
Los Angeles, CA 90039 

TELEPHONE: (323) 661-SLNC (7562) 

FAX: (323) 661-7564 

The Silver Lake Neighborhood Council at it meeting on March 5, 2008 passed a motion from the SLNC Transportation & Public 
Works Committee to ban the use of plastic bags in grocery stores, convenience stores and other businesses within the city limits of 
Los Angeles. We urge the City of Los Angeles to adopt a motion to this affect with an implementation date six months after council 
approval. 

Plastic bags litter our streets, water ways, take up valuable landfill space and consume valuable amounts of production energy and 
hydrocarbon resources. 

The City of Los Angeles should take the lead in this action that will benefit all stakeholders in Los Angeles. 

Our motion is attached for your reference. 

Sincerely, 

Rusty Millar 
Co-Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee 

9i!ver Lake Celebrates; Our Traditions; of 

Diver~ity. lnt~ovation s ~arrnony 

Diverddad. lnnovaci6n y l-larmonia Pagiging. Mapanlikha at Pagkakais;a 


