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Ex-Offenders Aid World of Disabled

Special 1o The New York Times

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 3 — When Al-
fred M., a gang member and con-
victed felon, shows up each morning
at a school for disabled children, a
small freckled boy with cerebrai
palsy pulls himself laboriously across
the classroom floor to greet him.

Alfred, 16 years old, is on probaticn
for being an accomplice tc a shooting.
He is also a teacher’s assistant at the
school in suburban Beliflower, put-
tirig him at the front line of an innova-
tive education program.

The juvenile offenders earnm high
school credits and work experience
while the disabled children receive in-
dividual attention and the opportunity
o interact with the able-bodied.

Sponsored by the Los Angeles
County Office of Education and the
County Probation Department, the
program in which the {wo groups
share a carnpus is in its second year.
Because the juvenile offenders are on
probation, the authorities reguested
that their lasi names not be used.
School officials asked that the dis-
abled students not be fully identified
for thelr privacy.

1 Was Used to Belng 2 Thug’

“When 1 first came here, I didn't
feel comforiable around the kids, but
now I iook forward to seeing them a
ot,” said Alfred, who i & member of
a Crips youth gang in the nearby city
of Compton. “T was used to being 2
thug on the streets, but new when my
home-boys come around and expect
me to do that kind of siuff, I tell them
1 have other things to do.””

Marilyn Drunashy, who teaches six
auiistic teen-age boys, admits she
originally had misgivings about hav-
ing juvenile delinguents working in
her classroom. But since the program
began in Ociober 1588, she has come
10 depend on the exira help,

“A lot of teachers were pretty ap-
prehensive at first,” Ms. Drunasky
said, “but once the kids learned what
to do and could just dive right in, it
gave us imore iime for one-on-one

work, which 'is what we really need.”

As she spoke, Philip R. played a bingo
game with the studenis, doling out
high-five siaps to the well-behaved.

Philip, an 18-year-okd member of a
Bloods gang in Compton, is on proba-
tion for attempted murder. A younger
boy with a blond crew-cut, who had
been shrieking and leaning back in
nig chair, took Philip’s hand in his.
““Are you gonna be a good boy now?”’
Philip asked. The younger boy
laughed, threw his head back and
screamed, “0.K., O.K.”

Philip squeezed the boy’s hand and
patted his neck, laughing with him.

‘It Leaves an Impression’

“On the whole, 1 think they get as
much out of the program as my siu-

Troubled youths
benefit by helping
people in tougher
circumstances,

dents,” Ms. Drunasky said of the
juvenile cffenders. *‘They also have a
chance 10 see that there are a lot of
people who are a lot worse off than
they are. I tel] Phil that it's up to him
the kind of life he wants to lead, but
these boys don’t have a choice. 1 think
it leaves an impression.’”

The idea {or the program came
from Sharon Roberis, a special
education  administrative  assistant
for L.os Angeles County. Participants
include 225 severely disabled stu-
dents, from toddiers to 22-year-olds,
who atlend the Pace School, and
about 35 juvenile offenders, age il to
17, who are enrolled in the Los An-
geles County Juvenile Court system’s
Southeast Community Day Center
School.

The juvenile offenders attend their
school as part of a probation period
after being released from serving
sentences, Most of them are in the

" special school for about 80 days be-

fore being allowed to return to

schools in their own neighborhoods.

Those in the volunteer program o
work with the disabled students
spend about two hours every week-
day morning with them.

On one recent morning, Alfred
lifted Adam R., the boy with cerebral
palsy, 1o his feet.

““This s his favorite thing to do be-
cause he can't walk by himself,” Al-
fred said, as he propped Adam
against the wheelchair of 17-year-old
Star C., who also has cerebral palsy.
By grasping the wheelchair's han-
dles, Adam was able to push it slowly.

‘Yes’ te 2 Push From Adam

“You wans to go for a walk, Star?”’
Alfred asked, leaning over to look her
inthe eye.

“Yes or no? Yes or no?” With some
effort, the girl pointed at the “‘yes”
sign taped to her tray. “Don’t iry 10
be ‘Superman,” Alfred warned
Adam.

Although many juvenite offenders
like Alfred have been involved in vio-
lent crimes, there have been no inci-
dents of viplence between them and
the disabled students, Is. Reberts
said,

Since the program began, 14 juve-
nile ofienders have been expelled for
pootT behavior, which included fight-
ing among themselvas, failing to fo
low instructions and theft, Eight were
expelled for poor attendance. But for
the majority who have stayed, grades
and behavior have improved, Ms.
Roberis said.

Even though participation in the

program is voluntary, not all the sti-
dents are eager 10 go affer signing up.
Steve H., 13, with a pink scar from a
recent fight marring his cheek, said,
“When 1 came to this scheol, 1 really
didn't want to work with them, hut
then I started to like some.” Stil,
Steve said he does not ook forward to
working with the disabled students
every day.

But Alfred’s view is more preva-
lent. “This shows that I can do some-
thing,” he said. “It’s the first time
I've felt like that. 1 feel more Kkind-
hearted and stuff than I thought I
was, and I'm not scared to admit it or
nothing.”

The Mew York Times/Bart Bertho
program in which juvenile offenders work with dis-
abled children and earn high school credits and
work experience. At left was Harriet Schipper, who
teaches at the school.

Daniel L., right, a juvenile offender, aiding Adam R.,
who hag cerebral palsy, as he practiced walking by
pushing another disabled youngster to class at Pace
School in Beliflower, Calif. They are participantsin a
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Council District 2 - Councilmember Wendy Greuel

First Name Last Name Address Postal Code
Bay Dariz 4328 Mammoth Ave 91423-6607
Connie Errico 5915 Cedros Ave 91411
Jennifer Lai 4419 Fulton Ave #31 91423-5116
Max Martin 6218 Radford Ave 91606

Paul Nygro 4832 Hazeltine Ave #7 91423
Rosconna Ayala 7038 Mary Ellen Ave 91605-4643

Council District 3 - Councilmember Dennis P. Zine
First Name Last Name Address Postal Code
Azadeh Jajadad 8629 Wilbur Ave #26 91335-5160
Belit Paulissiao 3848 Winford Dr 91356-5823
Toby Denniston 19760 Saticoy St 91306
Council District 4 - Councilmember Tom LaBonge

First Name Last Name Address Postal Code
Aaron Lipstzot 1915 Canyon Dr 90068
Abby Schachner 1960 N Vermont #2 90027-1857
Adena Hall 114 S Gramercy Pl #109 90004
Amber MacDonald 1725 N Edgemont St 90027
Andrew Tremany 359 S Sycamore Ave 90036
Angela Duffy 1402 Sanborn Ave 90027
Anna Von Vogelpoel 464 N Hobart Bl #3 20004
Belinda White 611 S Cloverdale #305 90036

Bijou Phillips 2151 Holly Ridge Dr 90068-3514
Briha Kablou 2123 Rodney Dr#308 90027
Chris Johnson 1700 Golden Gate #10 90026
Chrissy Hampton 7125 De Longpre Ave 90046-4447
David Meadow 2524 Micheltorena St 90039

Ellie Wilber 8006 Jovenita Canyon Rd 90046
Emmy Lou Hobgood 1348 N Sierra Bonita Ave 90046

Erica Chapman 4409 Avocado St. 90027

Erin Gibson 4317 Russell Ave 90037
Genevieve Dunaway 2854 Rowena Ave #4 90039
Glenn Meehan 2419 Tesla Terrace 90039-2644
Jennifer Mir 1800 N Normandie Ave 90027-3900
Jessica Emmanuel 11165 Huston St 91601
Jessica Koslow 1654 Redesdale 90026

Jim Dineen 4204 Sunset Dr #3 90027-1554
Joey Shote 527 S Hobart Bl #407 90020

Joy Downey 1326 Manzanita St 90027

Julia Bell 1421 Westerly Terrace 90026

Julie Dawson 1840 N Kenmore Ave #203 80029
Kahe Flynn 7576 Hollywood Bl 90046
Karen Jefchak 444 N Plymouth BI 90004
Karen Wilson 7120 Hawthorn Ave #14 90046
Kristin Lynes 1656 Lyman Ave 20027

Larry S 6801 S Cloverdale Ave 90036

Luke Wahi 630 S Cochran Ave 90036
Margaret Scherpt 4243 1/2 Maplewood Ave 90004-2558
Marta Meontalvo 5112 Carolina Place 90022-3540
Maryam Darlen 7562 Sunset Bl 90046-3413
Matt Dezamater 2054 Dracena Dr 90027
Matthew Moses 4109 Clayton Ave 90027
Melinda Ritchie 1419 Bates Ave #6 90027
Melissa Woods 1228 N McCadden Pl #1 90038
Meredith Rimmer 4420 Franklin Ave 90027
Michael Grabe 1820 Grace Ave #10 20028
Michelle Uribe 2611 Ivan Hill Terrace #114 90039

Mike Greeley 1850 Whitley Ave 90028

Mike Page 6740 Franklin Pl #203 90028-4534
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1L.OS ANGELES, Feb. 3 — When Al-
fred M., a gang member and con-
victed felon, shews up each meorning
at a school for disabled children, a
smail freckled boy with cerebral
palsy pulls himself laboriously across
the classroom floor to greet him.

Alfred, 16 vears old, is on probation
for being an accomnplice to a shooting.
He is also a teacher’s assistant at the
school in suburban Bellflower, put-
tirtg him at the front line of an innova-
tive education program.

The juvenile offenders earn high
scheol credits and work experience
while the disabled children receive in-
dividual atiention and the opportunity
to Interact with the able-bodied.

Sponsored by the Los Angeles
County Office of Education and the
County Probation Depariment, the
program in which the two groups
share a campus Is in its second year.
Because the juvenile offenders are on
probation, the authorities requested
that their last names not be used.
School officials asked that the dis-
abled students not be fully identified
for their privacy.

" Was Used to Being & Thag’

“%When ] first came here, I didn't
{eel comforiable arpund the kids, but
now 1 look forward to seeing them &
Iot,” said Alired, who is a member of
a Crips youth gang in the nearby city
of Compion. I was osed {o being a
thug on the streets, but now whan my
home-boys come arcund and expect
me to do that kind of spaft, | tell them
{ have other things to do.”

Marilyn Drunasky, who (eaches six
autlstic ieen-age boys, admits she
originally had misgivings about hav-
ing juvenile delinguents working in
her classroom. Byt since the program
began in October 1988, she has come
to depend on the extra help.

“4 lot of teachers were pretty ap-
prehensive at first,” Ms. Drunasky
said, “but once the kids learned what
10 do and could just dive right in, it
gave us more time for one-on-one

work, which is what we really need.”

As she spoke, Philip R. played a bingo
game with the students, deling out
high-five slaps to the well-behaved.

Philip, an 18-year-old member of a
Bloods gang in Compton, is on preba-
tion for attempied murder. A younger
boy with a blond crew-cut, who had
been shrieking and leaning back in
his chair, togk Philip’s hand in his,
“Are you gonna be a good boy now?”
Philip asked. The vyounger Doy
laughed, threw his head back and
screamed, “O.K., O.X."

Philip squeezed the boy’s hand and
patied his neck, laughing with him.

‘it Leaves an Impression’

“On the whole, 1 think they get as
much out of the program as my stu-

Troubled youths
benefit by helping
people in tougher
circumnstances,

dents,” Ms. Drunasky said of the
juvenile offenders. “They also have a
chance to see that there are a lot of
people who are a {ot worse off than
they are, 1 tell Phil that it's up to him
ihe kind of life he wants to iead, but
these boys don’t have a choice. I think
it leaves an impression.”’

The idea for the program came
from Sharon Roberts, & special
education administrative assistant
for Los Angeles County. Participants
include 225 severely disabled sty
dents, from toddlers to 22-year-clds,
who attend the Pace School, and
about 35 juvenile offenders, age 11 1o
17, who are enrolled in the Los An-
geles County Juvenile Court sysiem’s
Sputheast Community Day Center

School

The juvenile offenders attend their
school as part of a probatien period
after being released from serving
sentences. Most of them are in the
special school for about 80 days be-
fore being allowed to return to

schools in their own neighborhoods.

Those in the volunteer program io
work with the disabled students
spend about two hours every week-
day morning with them.

On ope recent morning, Alired
lifted Adam R., the boy with cerebral
palsy, to his {eet,

"“This is his favorite thing to do be-
cause he can’t walk by himself,” Al-
fred said, as he propped Adam
against the wheelchair of 17-year-old
Star C., who also has cerebral palsy.
By grasping the wheelchair's han-
dles, Adam was able 1o push it slowly.

“Yes'io a Push From Adam

'“You want to go for a walk, Star?”’
Alfred asked, leaning over to look her
in the eye.

“Yes or no? Yes or no?" With some
effort, the girl pointed at the *‘yes”
sign taped to her tray. “‘Don't ity to
be ‘Superman,”” Alfred warned
Adam.

Although many juvenile offenders
like Alfred have been involved in vio-
lent crimes, there have been no inci-
dents of vioience between them and
the disabled studenis, Ms. Roberis
said.

Since the program began, 14 juve-
nile offenders have been expelled for
poor behavior, which included fight-
ing among themselves, failing to fol-
low instructions and theift. Eight were
expelied for poor attendance, But for
the majority who have stayed, grades
and behavior have improved, Ms.
Roberts said.

Even though partticipation in the

program is voluntary, not all the stu-
dents are eager {0 go after signing up.
Steve H., 13, with a pink scar irom a
recent fight marring his cheek, said,
“When I came to this school, 1 really
didn’t want to work with them, but
then [ started to like some.” Stiil,
Steve said he does not look forward to
working with the disabled students
every day.

But Alfred's view is more preva-

lent. “This shows that [ can do some-
thing,” he said. “It's the first time
I've felt like that. I feel more kind-
hearted and stuff than I thought I
was, and I'm not scared to admit it or
nothing.”

Daniel L., right, a juvenile offender, aiding Adam R.,
who has cerebral palsy, as he practiced walking by
pushing another disabled youngster to class at Pace
School in Beliflower, Calif. They are participantsin a

The New York Times/Bar( Bartholomew
program in which juvenile offenders work with dis-
abled children and earn high school credits and
work experience. At left was Harriet Schipper, who
teaches at the school.
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Mitch Solomon 2037 Ames St 90027-2901
Monica Travens 4357 Clayton Ave 90027

Naro Mak 1814 N Kenmore Ave 90027
Quentin (O'Brien 2232 Moreno Dr 20039

Raul Hernandez 114 S Gramercy Pl #109 80004
Rebecca Greenbaum 1419 Bates Ave #6 90027
Rebecca Jungmann 1610 Rosalia Rd 80027-5578
Rey Delrio 1826 N Kingsley Dr #3 90027-3704
Sam Kaplan 1908 Dracena Dr 20027-3107
Shawn Bathe 108 S Gramercy Pl 90004
Sheila Grant 1407 N Tamarind Ave 90028
Sheri Troken 2037 Ames St 90027-2901
Steven Mateer 5350 Russell Ave #19 90027
Tania Krebs 2031 Dracena Dr#112 90027

Terri Foster 3807 Tracy St 90027-4609
Tori Chiarelio 4973 1/2 Franklin Ave 20027
Trevor Haff 2031 Dracena Dr#112 90027

Zach Shepard 654 S Detroit St #302 20036

Council District 5 - Councilmember Jack Weiss

First Name Last Name Address Postal Code
Adrienne Velasco 10615 Rose Ave #102 20034
Andrea Cahuantzi 580 Landfair 20024
Caml Alari 16221 Quemada Rd 91436-3620
Carlos Barrios 13030 Moorpark #4 91604
Christy Miller 4627 Coldwater Canyon 91604
Daisy Chen 1530 N Laurel Ave #9 20046
Deborah Tarica 266 S Mansfield Ave 20036
Hayden Jacoves 6717 Drexel Ave 90048

Jon Gordon 1880 Century Park East 80067

Julia Berkowitz 193¢ Holmby Ave 90025
Kevin Wheatley 712 N Fuller Ave 80046-7505
Mel Perea 13209 Moorpark St 91423

Mike Matzke 3353 Manning Ave 90064
Morris Dressler 12718 Magnolia Bl 91607-2318
Natalie Alari 16221 Quemada Rd 91436-3620
Nathan Ward 166 S Gardner St 90036-2718
Olivia Ratzsch 8476 Kirkwood Rd 90046

Qren Bonen 843 N Curson Ave 20046
Patrick Robison 3122 Cavendish Dr 90064
Russell Aiello 12951 Riverside Dr 91423
Samuel Perez 3121 Canfield Ave #3 20034
William Jennings 135 8 Orlando Ave 20048-4144

Council District 6 - Councilmember Tony Cardenas

First Name Last Name Address Postal Code
Adam Aguilar 14076 Jouette St 91331-5220
Anthony Contreras 9512 Woodman 91331

Daisy Miguel 7650 Balboa Bl #128 91406
Emmanuel Lopez 13637 Terra Bella St 91331
Jared Garner 6930 Tyrone Ave 91405

Mary Villano 6941 Forbes Ave 91406

Mike Villano 6941 Forbes Ave 91406

Council District 7 - Councilmember Richard Alarcén

First Name Last Name Address Postal Code
Ruben Gutierrez 9800 Vesper Ave #147 91402
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Ex-Offenders Aid World of Disabled

Special 1o The New York Times

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 3 — When Al-
fred M., a pang member and con-
victed felon, shows up each moining
at a school for disabled children, a
small freckled boy with cerebral
palsy pulls himsel{ laboriously across
the classroom fleor to greet him,

Alfred, 16 years old, is on probation
for belng an accomplice to a shooting.
He 18 ais0 & teacher’s assistant at the
school in suburban RBellflower, put-
ting him at the {ront line of an innova-
tive education program.

The juvenile offenders earn high
school credits and work experience
while the disabled children receive in-
dividual attention and the opportunity
te interact with the able-bodied.

Sponsored by the Los Angeles
County Office of Education and the
County Probation Department, the
program in which the two groups
share & carpus i in its second year.
Because the juvenile offenders are on
probation, the authorities reguestied
that their last names not be used.
School oificials asked that the dis-
abled students not be fully identified
for their privacy.

“f Was Used to Being a Thug®

“Wien § first came hers, 1 didn't
ieel comioriable around the kids, bus
now I look forward {0 seeing them a
ot,” said Alfred, who is a member of
a Crips youth gang in the nearby city
of Compton, "1 was used to Deing a
thug omn the Sireats, but now when my
home-boys come around and expect
me 10 do that kind of swuff, 1 tell them
1 have other things 1o do.”

Marilyn Drunasky, who teaches six
autistic teem-age boys, admits she
originally had misgivings about hav-
ing juvenile delinquenis working in
her classroom, But since the program
bagan in October 1988, she has come
to depend on the extra help.

‘A ot of teachers were pretty ap-
prehensive at first” Ms. Drunasky
said, ''but once the kids learned what
to do and could just dive right in, it
gave us more time for one-on-one

wark, which is what we really need.”

As she spoke, Philip R. played a bingo
game with the students, deling out
high-five slaps to the well-behaved.

Philip, an 18-year-old member of a
Bloods gang in Compton, is on proba-
tion for attempted murder, A younger
boy with a blond crew-cus, who had
been shrieking and leaning back in
his chair, took Philip’s hand in his.
“Are you gonna be a good boy now?”
Philip asked. The younger boy
laughed, threw his head back and
screamed, “0.K., 0.K."

Philip squeezed the boy's hand and
patted his neck, laughing with him.

‘it Leaves an Impression’

“0On the whole, 1 think they get as
much out of the program as my Stu-

Troubled youths
benefit by helping
people in tougher
circumstances,

dents,”” Ms. Drunasky said of the
juvenile offenders. “They alsc have a
chance to see that there are a ot of
people who are a lot worse off than
they are. [ tell Phil that it’s up to him
the kind of iife he wants to lead, but
these boys don’t have a cheice, I think
it leaves an impression.”

The gea for the pregram came
from  Sharon Roberts, a special
education administrative assistant
for Los Angeles County. Participants
include 225 severely disabled stu-
dents, from toddlers to 22-year-olds,
who attend the Pace School, and
about 35 juvenile offenders, age 11 to
17, who are enrolled in the Los An-
geles County Juvenile Court system’s
Southeast Community Day Center
School.

The juvenile offenders attend their
school as part of a probation period
after being released from serving
sentences. Most of them are in the
special school for about 80 days be-
fore being allowed te return to

schools in their own neighborhoods.

Those in the volunteer program to
work with the disabled students
spend about two hours every week-
day morning with them.

On one recent morning, Alired
jifted Adam R., the boy with cerebral
palsy, to his feet.

““This is his favorite thing to do be-
cause he can’t walk by himself,” Al
fred said, as he propped Adam
against the wheelchair of 17-year-old
Star C., who also has cerebral palsy.
By grasping the wheelchair’s han-
dles, Adam was able to push it slowly.

‘Yes’ 10 a Push From Adam

“You want 1o go for a walk, Star?”
Alfred asked, leaning over to look her
inthe eye.

“Yes or no? Yes or no?"” With some
effort, the girl pointed at the ‘‘yes”
sign taped 1o her tray. “Don't iry o
be ‘Superman,’” Alired warned
Adam.

Although many juvenile offenders
like Alfred have been involved in vie-
fent crimes, there have been no inci-
dents of viclence between them and
the disabled students, Ms. Roberis
said.

Since the program began, 14 juve-
nile offenders have been expelled for

poor behavior, which inciuded fight-

ing among themselves, failing to fol-
fow instructions and theft. Eight were
expelled for poor attendance. But for
the majority who have stayed, grades
and behavior have improved, Ms.
Roberts said.

Even though participation in the
program is voluntary, not all the stu-
dents are eager to go after signing up.
Steve H., 13, with a pink scar frem a
recent Tight marring his cheek, said,
“When I came to this schooi, I realiy
didn't want to work with them, but
then [ started to like some.” Stili,
Steve said he does not ook forward to
working with the disabled students
every day.

But Alfred’s view is more preva-

lent. “This shows that [ can do some- ~

thing,” he said. “It's the first time
F've felt iike that. I feel more kind.
hearted and stuff than 1 thought I
was, and I"'m not scared to admit it or
nothing."”

The New York Times. emew -
program in which juvenile offenders work with dis-
abled children and earn high school credits and
work experience. At left was Harriet Schipper, who
teaches at the school,

Daniel L., right, a juvenile offender, aiding Adam R.,
who has cerebral palsy, as he practiced walking by
pushing another disabled youngster to class at Pace
School in Bellflower, Calif. They are participantsin a
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Council District 8 - Councilmember Bernard Parks

First Name [.ast Name Address Postal Code
Altagracia Alvarado 1748 West 42 Place 90062

Anton Berros 837 West 66th St 20044
Debbie Lee 3443 W 43rd St 90008-4930
Vercnica Alvarado 1748 West 42 Place 90062

Council District 9 - Councilmember Jan Perry
First Name Last Name Address Postal Code
Becca Giang 1050 & Flower St. 90015
Council District 10 - Councilmember Herb J. Wesson, Jr.

First Name Last Name Address Postal Code
Casey Kuempel! 724 S St Andrews 90005

David Brown 947 S Gramercy Dr 90019
Giovanni Moijicu 6127 Saturn St #2 90035-3740
Grant Courtney 3352 Oakhurst Ave #1 90034
Jannabeth 1138 S Cochran 90019

Karl Grossot 1352 S Dunsmuir #2 20019

Kelly Donahey 817 S Hobart Bl #202 90005

Kevin Wood 728 Irolo B 90005
Lucreo Garcia 1642 S La Brea Ave 90019
Raquei Pennington 729 3 St. Andrews 90005

Rab O'Brien 722 S Manhattan Place 90005

Ruth Lane 3700 Bagley Ave #10 90034

Soo Jin lLee 682 S Irolo Ave #304 96005
Wilfred Beans 5631 W Venice Bl 90019
Yohanna Valdez 3644 Mentone Ave 90034

Council District 11 - Councilmember Bill Rosendahl

First Name Last Name Address Postal Code
Cari Simon 1323 S Carmelina Ave 90025-1947
Diane Brishin 2120 Ocean Ave 90291
Edward Marquez 4250 Lindblade Dr 90066-5858
Jennifer Williams 4191 Marcasel Ave 90066
Jessica Burkhart 3208 Barrington Ave K 90066

John Gardner 8225 Manitoba St #16 90293
Kristina Wong 1620 Brockton Ave #75 90025

Kurt Tietz 2731 Granville Ave 90502
Michael Hernandez 4250 Lindblade Dr 90066-5858
Sameer Khan 1242 Barry Ave #3 90025
Shahed Akhund 7025 Sepulveda #4 91405

Tina Cha 1312 S Saitair Ave 20025

Council District 12 - Councilmember Greig Smith
First Name Last Name Address Postal Code
Chris Warren 17819 Merridy St 91325-4601
Juan Ramos 15735 Nordhoff St 91343-3129
Council District 13 - Councilmember Eric Garcetti

First Name Last Name Address Postal Code
Alex Soto 806 Coronado Terrace #12 90026

Alissa Kueker 1525 Griffith Park Bl #301 80026

Anne Porter 2308 Bancroft Ave 20039

Annie Brown 4248 Virginia Ave 90029
Annmarie Mignini 2970 Glenmanor Pl 80039
Antonia Del Campo 1756 Tamarind Ave #305 90028
Ashley Marshall 3214 Larissa Dr 90026
Betsey Preston 5356 Lexington Ave #105 90029-1266
Blake Smith 3214 Larissa Dr 90026
Brandy Nangle 2117 Duane St 90039-3918
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Ex-Offenders Aid World of Disabled

-Special 0 The New York Times

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 3 — When Al-
fred M. a gang member and con-
victed felon, shows up each mofning
at a school for disabled children, a
small freckied boy with cerebral
palsy pulls himself laboricusly across
the classroom floor to greet him.

Alfred, 16 years old, is on probation
for being an accomplice to a shooting.
He is also a teacher’s assistant at the
school in suburban Bellflower, put-
tirig him at the front tine of an innova-
tive education program.

The juvenile offenders earn high
school credits and work experience
while the disabled children receive in-
dividual attention and the opportunity
to inteyact with the able-bodied.

Sponsored by the Los Angeles
County Office of Education and the
County Probation Department, the
program in which the two groups
share a campus is in its second year,
Because the juvenile offenders are on
probation, the authorities reguested
that thelr last names not be used.
School officials asked ithat the dis-
abled students not be fully identified
for thelr privacy.

“E Was Used to Belng a Thug®

“When I first came here, I didn’t
feel comfortabie around the kids, but
now [ iook forward 1o seeing them a
lot,” said Alfred, who is a member of
a Crips youth geng in the nearby city
of Compion. "1 was used to being a
thug o the streets, but now when my
home-boys come arcund and expect
me 10 4o that kind of suff, 1 tell them
1 have gther things to do.”

Marilyn Drunasky, who teaches six
autistic teen-age boys, admits she
originaily had misgivings about hav-
ing juvenile delinguents working in
her classroom, But since the program
began in October 1988, she has come
1o depend on the extra help.

“4 lot of teachers were pretiy ap-
prehensive at first,” Ms. Drunasky
said, ‘but once the kids learned what
to do and could just dive right in, it
gave us more time for gne-on-one

worlt, which is what we really need.”

As she spoke, Philip R. played a bingo
game with the students, doling out
high-five slaps to the well-behaved,

Philip, an 18-year-0ld member of a
Bloods gang in Compton, is on proba-
tion for attempted murder. A younger
boy with a blond crew-cut, who had
been shrieking and leaning back in
his chair, took Philip’s hand in his.
“‘Are you gonna be a good boy now?”’
Philip asked. The younger boy
laughed, threw his head back and
screamed, “0.K., O.K."

Philip squeezed the boy's hand and
patted his neck, laughing with him.

‘It Leaves an Impression’

“On the whole, I think they ger as
much out of the program as my Stu-

Troubled youths
benefit by helping
people in tougher
circumstances,

dents,” Ms., Drunasky said of the
juvenile offenders. “They also have a
chance t0 see that there are a lot of
peopie who are a lot worse off than
they are. I teil Phil that it’s up to him
the kingd of life he wants to lead, but
these boys don’t have a choice. I think
it leaves an impression.”

The idea for the program came
from Sharon Roberts, a special
education administrative assistant
for Los Angeles County. Participants
include 225 severely disabled siu-
dents, from toddlers 1o 22-year-oids,
who atlend the Pace School, and
about 35 juvenile offenders, age 11 to
17, who are enroiled in the Los An-
geles County Juvenile Court system’s
Southeast Community Day Center
School

The juvenile offenders attend their
school as part of a probation period
after being released from serving
sentences. Most of thern are in the
special schosl for about 80 days be-
fore being allowed (o return to

schools in their own neighberhoods.

Those in the volunteer program to
work with the disabled students
spend about two hours every week-
day morning with them.

On one receni morning, Alfred
lified Adam R., the boy with cerebral
palsy, to his feet.

“This is his favorite thing to do be-
cause he can't walk by himself,” Al
fred said, as he propped Adam
against the wheelchair of 17-vear-cld
Star C., who also has cerebral palsy.
By grasping the wheelchair's han-
dles, Adam was able to push it slowly.

“Yes’ to & Push From Adam

“You want to go for a walk, Star?”’
Alfred asked, leaning over to look her
inthe eve.

“Yes or no? Yes or no?”” With some
effort, the girl pointed at the *‘yes”
sign taped to her tray, "Don't iry to
be ‘Superman,’’ Alfred warned
Adam.

Although many juvenile offenders
like Alfred have been involved in vio-
lent ¢rimes, there have been no inci-
dents of violence between them and
the disabled students, Ms. Roberts
said.

Since the program began, 14 juve-
nile offenders have been expelied for

poor behavior, which included fight- ~

ing among themselves, failing to fol-
low instructions and theft. Eight were
expelled for poor attendance. But for
the majority who have stayed, grades
and behavior hdve improved, Ms.
Roberts said.

Even though participation in the

program is voluntary, not all the stu-
denis are eager to go after signing up.
Steve H., 13, with a pink scar from a
recent fight marring his cheek, said,
“When 1 came to this school, 1 really
didn't want 0 work with them, but
thien 1 started to lke some.” 5til],
Steve said he does not look forward o
working with the disabled students
every day.

Bui Alfred’'s view is more preva-
lent. “This shows that [ can do some-
thing,”’ he said. “It’s the first time
I've felt like that. 1 feel more kind-
hearted and stuff than I thought I
was, and I'm not scared to admit it or
nothing.”

T‘h%i:w"‘z’ork"’n es/Bart Bertholomew -
program in which juvenile offenders work with dis-
abled children and earn high schost credits and
work experience. At left was Harriet Schipper, who
teaches at the school.

Daniel L., right, a juvenile offender, aiding Adam R.,
who has cerebral palsy, as he practiced walking by
pushing another disabled youngster to class at Pace
School in Bellflower, Calif, They are participantsina
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Ex-Offenders Aid World of Disabled

Speclat o The New York Times

1.OS ANGELES, Feb. 3 — When Al-
fred M., a gang member and con-
victed felon, shows up each morning
at a school for disabled children, a
small freckled boy with cerebrai
palsy pulis himself laboriously across
the classroom floor to greet him.

Alfred, 16 years old, is on probation
for being an accomplice to a shooting.
He is also a teacher's assistant at the
school in suburban Bellflower, put-
ting him at the front line of an innova-
tive education program.

The juvenile offenders earn high
school credits and work experience
while the disabied children receive in-
dividusl attention and the opportunity
to interact with the able-bodied.

Sponsored by the Los Angeles
County Office of Education and the
County Probation Depariment, the
program in which the two groups
shafe a campus is in its second year.
Because the juvenile offenders are on
probation, the authorities requested
that their last names not be used.
School officials asked that the dis-
abled students not be fully identified
for their privacy.

"] Was Used to Belng a Thug’

“When I first came here, 1 didn’t
feel comiortable arpund ihe kids, but
now 1 look forward to seeing them a
Iot,” said Alired, who is a member of
a Crips youth gang in the nearby city
of Compton, “I was used 10 being a
thug on the sireets, but now when my
home-boys come around and expect
me to do that kind of stuff, I tell them
i have other things to do.™

Marilyn Drunasky, who teaches six
autlistic teen-age boys, admiis she
originally had misgivings about hav-
ing juvenile delinquenis working in
her classroom. But since the program
began in October 1988, she has come
to depend on the extra help.

“4 lot of teachers were pretiy ap-
prehensive at first,” Ms. Drunasky
said, “‘but once the kids learned what
to do and could just dive right in, it
gave us more time for one-on-one
work, which is what we really need.”
As she spoke, Philip R. played a bingo

gamé with the students, doling out

high-tive slaps to the well-behaved.

Philip, an 18-year-old member of a
Bloods gang in Compton, is on proba-
tion for attempted murder. A younger
boy with a blond crew-cut, who had
been shrieking and leaning back in
his chair, took Philip’s hand in his.
“Are you gonna be a good boy now?”’
Philip asked. The younger boy
laughed, threw his head back and
screamed, “0.X., O.K.”

Philip squeezed the boy’s hand and
paited his neck, laughing with him.

‘Tt Leaves an fmpression’

“On the whole, [ think they get as
much out of the program as my siu-

Troubled youths
benefit by helping
people in tougher
circumstances,

dents,” Ms. Drunasky said of the
juvenile offenders. “They also have a
chance 10 see that there are 2 ot of
people who are a lot worse off than
they are. [ tell Phil that it’s up to him
the kind of life he wants to lead, but
these boys don’t have a choice. 1 think
it leaves an impression,”’

The idea for the program came
from Sharon Roberts, a special
education administrative assistant
for Los Angeles County. Participanis
include 225 severely disabled stu-
dents, from toddlers 1o 22-year-olds,
who attend the Pace School, and
about 35 juvenile offenders, age 11 to
17, who are enrolled in the Los An-
geles County Juvenite Court system’s
Southeast Community Day Center
School.

The juvenile offenders attend their
school as part of a probation period
after being released from serving
sentences. Most of them are in the
special school for about 80 days be-
fore being allowed to return {0

schools in their own neighborhoods.

Those in the volunteer program 10
work with the disabled students
spend about two hours every week-
day morning with them.

On one recent morning, Alfred
lifted Adam R., the boy with cerebral
palsy, to his feet.

“This is his faverite thing to do be-
cause he can’t walk by himself,” Al-
fred said, as he propped Adam
against the wheelchair of 17-year-old
Star C., who also has cerebral palsy.
By grasping the wheelchair's han-
dles, Adam was able to push it siowly.

‘Yes’ to a Push From Adam

“You want to go for a walk, Star?”’
Alfred asked, leaning over to look her
in the eye,

“Yes or no? Yes or no?”" With some
eifort, the girl poinied at the *‘yes”
sign taped o her tray. “Don’t try to
pe  ‘Superman,’” Alfred warned
Adam.

Although many juvenile offenders
like Alfred have been involved in vio-
lent crimes, there have been no inci-
dents of violence beiween them and
the disabled students, Ms. Roberis
said.

Since the program began, 14 juve-
nile offenders have been expelied for

poor behavior, which included fight- °

ing among themselves, failing {0 fol-
low instructions and thelt. Eight were
expelled for poor attendance. But for
the majority who have stayed, grades
and behavior have improved, Ms.
Roberts said.

Even though participation in the
program is voluntary, not all the siu-
dents are eager to go afier signing up.
Steve H., 13, with a pink scar from a
receni fight marring his cheek, said,
‘When I came to this school, I really
didn’t want to work with them, but
then I started to like some.” Still,
Steve said he does not iook forward to
working with the disabled students
every day.

But Alfred's view is more preva-
lent. “This shows that I can do some-
thing,” he said. “It's the first time
I've felt like that. I feel more kind-
hearted and stuff than 1 thought I
was, and ['in not scared to admit it or
nothing.”

Daniel L., right, a juvenile offender, aiding Adam R.,
who has cerebral palsy, as he practiced walking by
pushing another disabled youngster to class at Pace
School in Bellflower, Calf. They are participantsin a

urk ﬁlé‘slamw 4
program in which juvenile offenders work with dis-
abled children and earn high school credits and
work experience. At left was Harriet Schipper, whe
teaches at the school,
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Council District 14 - Councilmember José Huizar

First Name Last Name Address Postal Code
Ambre Kerlas 6631 Aldama St 90042
Amira Cruz 1106 Spence St 90023-3035
Amy Deadrick 5100 Meridian St 20042
Anthony Berrios 837 N Avenue 66 90042
Czanna Francisco 4898 Wiota St 90041-2440
Jessica Pimentel 1849 N Ave 53 890042
Joseph LaDan 3252 Shasta Circle N 90065-4821
Karina Arabolaza 5110 Cavanagh Rd 90032

Katie Faraudo 5100 Meridian St 90042
Monish Laxpod 3924 Toland Way 90065

Pati " Lopez 1969 Zonal Ave 90033
Sharon Lowe 4361 Gladden PI 90041
Stephanie Valencia 1318 N Avenue 52 90042
Tanja Laden 4080 Via Marisol #332 90042-5159

tending the Sunset
)15 in no ways reflects a lack of concerns regarding
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Ex-Offenders Aid World of Disabled

Spedial o The New York Times

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 3 — When Al-
fred M,, a gang member and con-
victed felon, shows up each morning
at a school for disabled children, a
small freckled boy with cerebral
paisy pulls himself laboriously across
the classreom floor to greet him.

Alfred, 16 years old, is on probation
for being an accomplice to a shooting,
He is also a teacher’s assistant at the
school in suburban Beliflower, put-
tivig him at the front line of an innova-
tive education program.

The juvenile offenders earn high
school credits and work experience
while the disabled children receive in-
dividual attentlon and the opportunity
0 ipteract with the able-bodied.

Sponsored by the Los Angeles
County Office of Education and the
County Probation Department, the
program in which the two groups
share & campus is in its second year.
Because the juvenile offenders are on
probation, the autherities requested
that their last names not be used.
Schoo! officials asked that the dis-
abled students not be fully identified
{or their privacy.

“f Was Used io Being a Thag®

“When I first came here, 1 didn't
feel comiortable around the kids, but
now [ look forward (o seeing them a
ot,” said Alfred, whe is a member of
a Crips youth gang in the nearby city
of Compion. ““I was used o being a
thug on the s{reets, but now when my
home-boys come around and expect
me 1o do thar kind of swff, 112l them
1 have gther things 10 do.”

Marilyn Drunasky, whe teaches six
autistic teen-age boys, admits she
originally had misgivings about hav-
ing juvenile delinguents working in
her classroom. But since the programi
began in October 1988, she has come
to depend on the extra help.

“A lot of teachers were pretty ap-
prehensive at firsy,” Ms. Drunasky
said, '‘but once the kids learned what
to do and could just dive right in, it
gave us more time for cne-on-one
work, which is what we really need.”
As she spoke, Philip R. played a bingo
game with the students, doling out
high-five slaps to the well-behaved.

Philip, an 18-year-old member of a
Bloods gang in Compton, is on proba-
tion for attemptied murder. A younger
boy with a blond crew-cus, who had
been shrieking and leaning back in
his chair, took Philip’s hand in his.
“Are you gonna be a good boy now?”
Philip asked. The younger boy
laughed, threw his head back and
screamed, 0K, 0.K.”

Philip squeezed the boy’'s hand and
patted his neck, laughing with him.

‘It Leaves an Imnpression’

“On the whole, 1 think they get as
much out of the program as my 5t~

Troubled youths
benefit by helping
people in tougher
circumstances,

dents,”’ Ms. Drunasky said of the
juvenile offenders. “They also have a
chance to see that there are a lot of
people who are a lot worse off than
they are. | tell Phil that it's up to him
the kind of life he wants to lead, but
these boys don't have a choice. I think
itleaves an impression.”

Tie idea for the program came
froimm  Sharon Roberts, a special
education administrative assistant
for Los Angeles County. Participants
include 225 severely disabled stu-
dents, from toddlers to 22-yearolds,
who attend the Pace Scheol, and
about 35 juvenile offenders, age 11 o
17, who are enrolled in the Los An-
geles County Juvenile Court system'’s
Southeast Community Day Center

School

The juvenile offenders attend their
school as part of a probation period
after being released from serving
sentences. Most of them are in the
special school for about 80 days be-
fore being allowed to return to

schools in their own neighborhoods,

Those in the volunteer program to
work with the disabled students
spend about two hours every week-
day morning with them.

On one recent morning, Alfred
lifted Adam R., the boy with cerebral
palsy, to his feet.

*“This is his favorite thing to do be-
cause he can’t walk by himself," Al-
fred said, as he propped Adam
against the wheelchair of 17-year-old
Star C., who also has cerebral palsy.
By grasping the wheelchair's han-
dles, Adam was able 1o push it slowly.

‘Yes® to 2 Push From Adam

"“You want to go for a walk, Star?"
Alfred asked, leaning over to look her
in the eye.

“Yes or no? Yes or no?'' With some
effort, the girl pointed at the “'yes”
sign taped to her tray. "Don’t try (o
be ‘Superman,’ ' Alired warned
Adam.

Although many juvenile offenders
iike Alfred have beea involved in vio-
lent crimes, there have been no inci-
dents of viclence between them and
the disabled students, Ms. Roberis
said.

Since the program began, 14 juve-
nile offenders have been expelled for

poor behavior, which included fight-

ing among themselves, failing to foi-
iow ins{ructions and theft. Eight were
expelied for poor attendance. But for
the majority who have stayed, grades
and behavior have improved, Ms.
Roberts said.

Even though participation in the '

prograim is voluntary, not ail the sta-
dents are eager to go after signing up.
Steve H, 13, with a pink scar from a
recent fight marring his cheek, said,
“When [ came 1o this school, I really
didn’'t want to work with them, but
then T started to like some.” Still,
Steve said he does not look forward to
working with the disabled studenis
every day.

But Alired’s view is more preva-
lent. “This shows that I can do some-
thing,” he sajd. “It's the first time
I've felt like that. I feel more kind-
hearted and stuff than [ thought 1
was, and I'm not scared 1o admit it or
nothing.”

Daniel L., right, a juvenile offender, aiding Adam R.,
who has cerebral palsy, as he practiced walking by
pushing another disabled youngster to class at Pace
School in Beliflower, Calif, They are participantsin a

program in which juvenile offenders work with dis-
abled children and earn high school credits and
work experience. At left was Harriet Schipper, who
teaches at the school.
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rrease sign to urge the Los Angeles City Council to ban Styrofoam and plastic bags city-wide! ‘
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beginning July 1, 2010. Aiso after July 1, 2010, the City Council will ban plastic bags unless the
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Please sign to urge the Los Angeles City Council to ban Styrofoam and plastic bags city-wide!
The Los Angeles City Council banned Styrofoam from city-run buildings and departments.
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] State of California allows the city to impose a 25 ¢ per-bag charge on all plastic bags
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Please sign to urge the Los - .geles City Council to ban Styrof m and plastic bags city-wide!
The Los Angeles City Council banned Styrofoam from city-run buiidings and departments
beginning Jufiy-4;-2010. Also after Ju!y 1, 2010, the City Council will ban plastic bags unless the
State of California allows the city to lmpose a25¢ per~bag charge on all plastic bags.

SIGN TO ASK FOR AN OUT-RIGHT BAN ON STYROFOAM AND PLASTIC BAGS,
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Please sign to urge the Los Angeles City Council to ban Styrofoam and plastic bags city-wide!
~ The Los Angeles City Counci’ . inned Styrofoam from city-run b’: "dings and departments
beginning July 1, 2010. Also atter July 1, 2010, the City Councit wui ban plastic bags unless the
State of Califarnia allows the city to impose a 25 ¢ per-bag charge on all plastic bags.
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SIGN TO ASK FOR AN OUT-RIGHT BAN ON STYROFOAM-AND PLASTIC BAGS
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Please sign to urge the Los -~ ~geles City Council to ban Styrof m and plastic bags city-wide!
The Los Angeles City Council banned Styrofoam from city-run buidings and departments

beginning July 1, 2010. Also after July 1, 2010, the City Council will ban plastic bags unless the
State of California allows the city to impose a 25 ¢ per-bag charge on all plastic bags
SIGN TO ASK FOR AN OUT-RIGHT BAN ON STYROFOAM AND PLASTIC BAGS
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Please sign to urge the Los Ai’

s ™, T T ST o
S R AR e : st

“les City Council to ban Styrofoa

~and plastic bags city-wide!

The Los Angeles City Council banned Styrofoam from city-run buildings and departments

beginning July 1, 2010. Also after July 1, 2010, the City

cil will ban plastic bags unless the

~ State of California allows the cityto impose a 25 ¢ per-bag charge on ali plastic bags.
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SIGN TO ASK FOR AN QUT-RIGHT BAN ON STYROFOAM AND PLASTIC BAGS
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Please sign to urge the Los Angeles City Counc:l to ban Styrofoam and plastic bags city-wide!
~ The Los Angeles City Council t ‘ned Styrofoam from city-run bui’ ‘ngs and departments
beginning July 1, 2010. Also after July 1, 2010, the City Council will pan plastic bags unless the
State of Caltfornla allows the city to impose a 25 ¢ per-bag charge on all plastic bags.

- ~SIGN TO ASK FOR AN OUT-RIGHT BAN ON STYROFOAM AND PLASTIC BAGS
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Please sign to urge the Los Angeles City Council to ban Styrofoam and plastic bags city-wide!
The Los Angeles City Council banned Styrofoam from city-run buildings and departments

‘beginning July 1, 2010. Also after July 1, 2010, the City. Counc;l#v_l,l’[,pan plastic bawss the
 teof Callforma allows the city to impose a 25 ¢ per-bag chafge on all plastic bags.

SIGNTO ASK FOR AN QUT-RIGHT " BAN ON STYROFOAM AND PLASTIC BAGS

B NAME ] ADDRESS [LA'| CA | zZiP ] PHONE ]
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Please sign to urge the Lo  ingeles City Council to ban Styrr -am and plastic bags city-wide!
The Los Angeles City Council banned Styrofoam from city-run buildings and departments
beginning July 1, 2010. Also after July 1, 2010, the City Council will ban plastic bags unless the
State of California allows the city to impose a 25 ¢ per-bag charge on all plastic bﬁﬁ‘éﬁﬁ

/ SIGN-TO ASK FOR'AN OUT-RIGHT BAN ON'STYROFOAM AND PLASTIC BAGS
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Flease sign to urge the Los Angeles Ctty Council to ban Styrofoam and plastic bags city- w:de" '
The Los Angeles City Council .nned Styrofoam from city-run br  lings and departments
beginning July 1, 2010. Also after July 1, 2010, the City Council will ban plastic bags unless the
State of Callfornla allows the city to impose a gigger bag charge on all plastic bags.

“"SIGN TO"ASK FOR AN OUT-RIGHT BAN ON STYROFOAM AND PLASTIC BAGS
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Please s:gn to urge the Los A g =Ies C:ty Councn' to ban Styrofoc -and plastic bags c:ty ~wide!
The Los Angeles City Council banned Styrofoam from city-run bunldmgs and departments
beginning July 1, 2010. Also after July 1, 2010, the City Coungil will ban plastic bags unless the
State of Cahfam;e-allows the city to impose a 25 ¢ per-bag charge on ali plastic beg's"”

e-”d"
SIGN TO ASK FOR AN OUT-RIGHT BAN ON STYROFOAM AND PLASTIC BAGS
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Please sign to urge the Los dngeles City Councn’ to ban Styrof*
The Los Angeles City Council

beginning July 1, 2010. Also afte
State of Cahforma allows the ci

am and plastrc bags c;ty w:de'
.nned Styrofoam from city-run bu.- -dings and departments

r July 1, 2010, the City Council will ban plastic bags unless the
ity to |mpose a 25 ¢ per-hag charge on all plastic bage—

SIGN.IQ ASK FOR—A-H‘OUT RIGHT BAN ON STYROFOAM AND PLASTIC BAGS
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.—m&ae sign w urge e Los Angeles City Council to ban Styrofoam and plastic bags city- w:de' o
The Los Angeles City Council = ‘1ned Styrofoam from city-run bu -ings and departments

beginning July 1, 2010. Also after July 1, 2010, the City Council wili ban plastic bags unless the
State of Callforma allows the city to i g:glggse a 25 ¢ per- bawg:lﬁrge on all plastic bags.
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Please sign to urge the Los
_The Los Angeles City Council

State of California allows the

banned Styrofoam from city-run buildings and departments
beginning July 1, 2010. Also after July 1, 2010, the City.Co

Angeles City Council to ban Styrofoam and plastic bags city-wide!

uncil will ban plastic bags unless the

city to impose a 25 ¢ per-bag charge on all plastic bags.
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Please sign to urge the Lc  Angeles City Council to ban Styrnfoam and plastic bags city-wide
The Los Angeles City Counc. nanned Styrofoam from city-run . . .Idings and departments
beginning July 1, 2010. Also after Ju!y 1, 2010, the City Council wﬂl ban plastic bags unless the
State of California allows the city to impose a 25 ¢ per-bag charge on all plastic bags. :
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Please sign to urge the Lo= 4ngeles City Council to ban Styrc -~ am and plastic bags city-wide!
The Los Angeles City Counci...anned Styrofoam from city-run buudings and departments
beginning July 1, 2010. Also after July 1, 2010, the City Council will ban plastic bags unless the
State of California aflows the city to impose a 25 ¢ per-bag charge on all plastic bags.
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BRME NEWS
SCIENCE & ENVIRONMENT

20 June 2011 Last updated at 08:24 ET

World's oceans in 'shocking’ decline

COMMENTS (237}

By Richard Black
Enviranment correspondent, BBC News

The oceans are in a worse state than previously suspected, according to an expert
panel of scientists.

In a new report, they warn that ocean life is "at high risk of entering a phase of extinction
of marine species unprecedented in human history".

They conclude that issues such as over-fishing, pollution and climate change are acting
together in ways that have not previously been recognised.

The impacts, they say, are already affecting humanity.
The panel was convened by the International Programime on the State of the Ocean

(IPS0), and brought together experts from different disciplines, including coral reef
ecologists, toxicologists, and fisheries scientists.

7/27/2011 5:06 PM
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lts report will be formally released later this week.

"The findings are shocking," said Alex Rogers, IPSO's scientific director and professor of
conservation biology at Oxford University.

"As we considered the cumulative effect of what humankind does to the oceans, the
implications became far worse than we had individually realised.

"We've sat in one forum and spoken to each other about what we're seeing, and we've
ended up with a picture showing that almost right across the board we're seeing changes
that are happening faster than we'd thought, or in ways that we didn't expect to see for
hundreds of years."

These "accelerated” changes include melting of the Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets,
sea level rise, and release of methane trapped in the sea bed.

Fast changes
"The rate of change is vastly exceeding what we were expecting even a couple of years

ago,"” said Ove Hoegh-Guldberg, a coral specialist from the University of Queensland in
Australia.

"So if you look at almost everything, whether it's fisheries in temperate zones or coral
reefs or Arctic sea ice, all of this is undergoing changes, but at a much faster rate than we

had thought."

But more worrying than this, the team noted, are the ways in which different issues act
synergistically to increase threats to marine life.

Some pollutants, for example, stick to the surfaces of tiny plastic particles that are now
found in the ocean bed.

This increases the amounts of these poliutants that are consumed by bottom-feeding fish.
Plastic particles also assist the transport of algae from place to place, increasing the
occurrence of toxic algal blooms - which are also caused by the influx of nutrient-rich

pollution from agricultural land.

In a wider sense, ocean acidification, warming, local pollution and overfishing are acting

206 7127/2011 5:06 PM
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together to increase the threat to coral reefs - so much so that three-quarters of the
world's reefs are at risk of severe decline.

Carbon deposits
Life on Earth has gone through five "mass extinction events" caused by events such as

asteroid impacts; and it is often said that humanity's combined impact is causing a sixth
such event.

The IPSO report concludes that it is too early to say definitively.

But the trends are such that it is likely to happen, they say - and far faster than any of the
previous five.

"What we're seeing at the moment is unprecedented in the fossil record - the
environmental changes are much more rapid," Professor Rogers told BBC News.

"We've still got most of the world's biodiversity, but the actual rate of extinction is much
higher [than in past events] - and what we face is certainly a globally significant extinction
event."

The report also notes that previous mass extinction events have been associated with
trends being observed now - disturbances of the carbon cycle, and acidification and
hypoxia (depletion of oxygen) of seawater.

Levels of CO2 bein'g absorbed by the oceans are already far greater than during the great
extinction of marine species 55 million years ago (during the Paleocene-Eocene Thermal
Maximum), it concludes.

Blue planet
The report's conclusions will be presented at UN headquarters in New York this week,

when government delegates begin discussions on reforming governance of the oceans.

IPSO's immediate recommendations include:

stopping expioitative fishing now, with special emphasis on the high seas where currently there is litile
effective regulation

mapping and then reducing the input of pollutants including plastics, agricultural fertilisers and human waste
making sharp reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.

Carbon dioxide levels are now so high, it says, that ways of pulling the gas out of the
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atmosphere need to be researched urgently - but not using techniques, such as iron
fertilisation, that lead to more CO2 entering the oceans.

"We have to bring down CO2 emissions to zero within about 20 years," Professor Hoegh-
Guldberg told BBC News.

"If we don't do that, we're going to see steady acidification of the seas, heat events that
are wiping out things like kelp forests and coral reefs, and we'll see a very different
ocean.”

Another of the report's authors, Dan Laffoley, marine chair of the World Commission on
Protected Areas and an adviser to the International Union for the Conservation of Nature
({UCN), admitted the challenges were vast.

"But unlike previous generations, we know what now needs to happen,” he said.

"The time to protect the blue heart of our planet is now.”

Your comments {237)

Comments

This entry is now closed for comments
Editors’ Picks All Comments (237)

211. runthemjobs o
21ST JUNE 2011 - 7:31 *2
I'm with David Attenborough on this subject, yes we may well be a
destructive influence in nature, but what will be destroyed is humamity not
the planet. f we do continue to destroy our ecosystems it is human
beings that will eventually go extinct. the planet and and its eco systems
will all recover given enough time. Life arose from very humble beginnings
and survived much worse devastations,

7/27/2011 5:06 PM




May 3, 2011

Council Member Bill Rosendahl
200 North Spring St., Rm. 415
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Subject: Ban of Plastic Bag Issuance by Retail Establishiments in Los Angeles
Dear Council Member Rosendahl,

The Brentwood Community Council would like to respectfully urge you to propose and approve an
ordinance restricting the distribution of single-use plastic bags in Los Angeles, as promised by the City
Council in July 2008.

in these tough economic times, an ordinance such as this would help lower cleanup and compliance costs.
Californians use an estimated 12 billion plastic bags per year. According to CalRecycle, only three percent of
these bags are actually recycled. The rest end up in landfills or as litter. Los Angeles, along with other
municipalities statewide, spends more than $25 million each year to clean up plastic single-use bags from
public places, storm drains, and from ovr waste stream. Local taxpayer doilars are also spent to comply with
Stormwater Permit requirements and other standards in communities with “trash-impaired” waterways as
defined under the federal Clean Water Act.

In addition to the economic benefits of a plastic bag ban, there are countless environmental benefits. These
include reduced use of natural resources for bag production, reduced wildlife fatalities from strangulation and
suffocation, improved water quality, and—rmost salient for our Los Angeles economy—cleaner beaches. For
all intents and purposes, plastic never biodegrades, but slowly photo degrades. As it photo degrades, plastic
filn breaks into smailer and smaller pieces which attract smrounding toxins. When mistaken as a food
source, these plastic particles form a progressively greater health risk of food chain contamination.

Plastic marine pollution is a global problem with a local solution. Banning the free distribution of plastic
bags is widely considered an appropriate and practical legislative action that can protect our environment and
save financial resources. The County of Los Angeles, and our neighbors in Santa Monica and Long Beach,
along with other local governments in the region, around the state, and around the world, have already taken
this approach, and we strongly urge you to do the same.

Thank you for your leadership on this issue.

Sincerely,, s

;‘ff F iy D AL A et / ("g:;!’[i;/b.i'
The Breftwood Commnuonity Council

cc:  Mayor Villaraigosa
Council Member Garcetti, Council Member Perry, Council Member Reyes,
Council Member Krekorian, Council Member Zine, Council Member LaBonge,
Council Member Koretz, Council Member Cardenas, Council Member Alarcon,
Council Member Parks, Council Member Wesson, Council Member Smith,
Council Member Huizar, Council Member Hahn

Assembly Member Mike Feuer
State Senator Fran Paviey
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July 27, 2011

Counci! Member Dennis Zine
200 North Spring St., R, 450
Los Angeles, CA 90012

SUPPORT: Ban of Plastic Bag Issuance by Retail Establishments in Los Angeles
Dear Council Member Zine,

The Canoga Park Neighborhood Council would like to respectfully urge you to propose and approve an
ordinance restricting the distribution of single-use plastic bags in Los Angeles, as promised by the City Council in July
2008,

In these tough economic times, an ordinance such as this would hefp lower cleanup and compliance costs. Californians
use an estimated 12 billion plastic bags per year. According to CalRecycle, only three percent of these bags are
actually recycled. The rest end up in landfills or as litter. Los Angeles, along with other municipalities statewide,
spends more than 325 million each year to clean up plastic single-use bags from public places, storm drains, and from
our waste strean. Local taxpayer dollars are also spent to comply with Storm water Permit requirements and other
standards in a community with “trash-impaired” waterways as defined under the federal Clean Water Act.

In addition to the economic benefits of a plastic bag ban, there are countless environmental benefits. These include
reduced use of natural resources for bag production, reduced wildlife fatalities from strangulation and suffocation,
improved water quality, and—most salient for our Los Angeles economy—cleaner beaches. For all intents and
purposes, plastic never biodegrades, but slowly photo degrades. As it photo degrades, plastic film breaks into smaller
and smaller pieces which attract surrounding toxins. When mistaken as a food source, these plastic particles form a
progressively greater health risk of food chain contamination.

Plastic marine pollution is a global problem with a local solution. Banning the distribution of plastic bags is widely
counsidered an appropriate and practical legislative action that can protect our environment and save financial resources.
The County of Los Angeles, and our neighbors in Calabasas, Santa Monica and Long Beach, along with other local
governments in the region, around the state, and around the world, have already taken this approach, and we strongly
urge you to do the same.

Thank you for your leadership on this issue,

Sincerely, .

Gerardo Palos, President
Canoga Park Neighborhood Council

cc:  Mayor Villaraigosa
Council Member Garcetti, Council Member Perry, Council Member Reyes,
Council Member Krekorian, Council Member Rosenthal, Councit Member LaBonge,
Council Member Koretz, Council Member Cardenas, Council Member Alarcon,
Council Member Parks, Councit Member Wesson, Council Member Smith,
Council Member Huizar, Council Member Hahn

Assembly Member Bob Blumenfield
Senator Fran Pavley
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Ta Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and Councilman Bill Resendahl:

Acknowledging the November 16, 2010, passage of the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisor’s ban on plastic bags and the Environmental Impact
Report which legally supports it; the December 14, 2010, passage of the Mar Vista
Community Council Policy Motion in support of a plastic bag ban in the City of
Los Angeles; the Januvary 25, 2011, passage of the Santa Monica City Council ban
on single-use plastic bags and, in step with the Clean Seas Coalition (7th
Generation Advisors, Heal the Bay, Sierra Club, Sorfrider Foundation, et al), we
want to convey the Del Rey Neighborhood Council's support for a citywide ban on
plastic bags. '

Recognizing the importance of being good stewards of nearby Ballona Creek, the
Ballona Wetlands, Santa Monica Bay and the oceans beyond, the Del Rey
Neighborhood Council supports efforts to clean up and improve waterways that
affect our Southern California communities and our beaches which are so vital to
our tourism industry. According to the Los Angeles Times, Californians use more
than 120,000 tons of the bags each year and, despite efforts to increase it, only 5%
are actually recycled. Taxpayers therefore end up paying close to $25 million a
year to rid streets, beaches, parks and waterways of the bags.

A ban will help save city and state monies in troubled economic times and
conserve important natural resources which could be put to a more beneficial use.
A city-wide ban on plastic bags, identical to the County ban, would take us a giant
step in the right direction.

The Del Rey Neighborhood Council looks forward to your swift action on this
matter,

Sincerely,

ISR

Eric DeSabe
President, Del Rey Neighborhood Council



August 9, 2011

Council Member Jose Huizar
200 North Spring St., Rm. 465
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Subject: Ban of Plastic Bag Issuance by Retail Establishments in Los Angeles

Dear Council Member Huizar, :
¥) 20D

The Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood Council, representing stakeholders in greater Los Angeles,
would like to respectfully urge you to approve an ordinance banning the distribution of singie-use carry-out
plastic bags in Los Angeles, as promised by the City Council in July 2008. This is an urgeat issne for the city to
address. The International Pregramme on the State of the Oceap (IPSO) released a report last month
saying the world’s oceaus are in “shocking” decline.

In these tough economic times, an ordinance such as this would help lower cleanup and compliance costs.
Californians use an estimated 12 billion plastic bags per year. According to CalRecycle, only three percent of
these bags are actually recycled. The rest end up in landfills or as litter. Los Angeles, along with other
municipalities statewide, spends more than $25 million each year to clean up plastic single-use bags from public
places, storm drains, and from our waste stream. Local taxpayer dollars are also spent to comply with Stormwater
Permit requiremends and other standards in communities with “trash-impaired” waterways as defined under the
federal Clean Water Act.

In addition to the economic benefits of a plastic bag ban, there are countless environmental benefits. These
include reduced use of natural resources for bag production, reduced wildlife fatalities from strangulation and
suffocation, improved water quality, and—most salient for our Los Angeles economy-—cleaner beaches. For all
intents and purposes, plastic never biodegrades, but slowly photo degrades. As it photo degrades, plastic film
breaks into smaller and smaller pieces which attract surrounding toxins. When mistaken as a food source, these
plastic particles form a progressively greater health risk of food chain contamination.

Plastic marine pollution is a global problem with a local solution. Banning the free distribution of plastic bags is
widely considered an appropriate and practical egislative action that can protect our environment and save
financial resources. The County of Los Angeles, and our neighbors in Calabasas, Santa Monica and Long Beach,
along with other local governments in the region, around the state, and around the world, have already taken this
approach, and we strongly urge you to do the same.

Thank you for your feadership on this issue.

s

Patricia Berman, President
Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood Council

ce:  Mayor Villaraigosa, Council Member Garcetti, Council Member Perry, Council Member Reyes,
Council Member Krekorian, Council Member Rosendahl, Council Member LaBonge,
Couneil Member Koretz, Council Member Zine, Council Member Alarcon,
Council Member Parks, Council Member Wesson, Council Member Englander,
Council Member Cardenas, Council Member Hahn

Speaker of the Assembly John A. Pérez,
Senator Kevin De Ledn
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July 21, 2011

Council Member Tony Cardenas
200 North Spring St., Rm. 455
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Subject: Ban of Plastic Bag Issuance by Retail Establishments in Los Angeles

Drear Council Member Cardenas,
A

The North Hollywood.North East Neighborhood Council, representing /.2, /1) stakeholders in greater Los
Angeles, would like to respectfully urge you to approve an ordinance banning the distribution of single-use carry-
out plastic bags in Los Angeles, as promised by the City Council in July 2008. This is an urgent issue for the
city to address. The International Programme on the State of the Ocean (IPSO) released a report last
month saying the world’s eceans are in “shocking” decline.

In these tough economic times, an ordinance such as this would help fower cleanup and compliance costs.

Californians use an estimated 12 billion plastic bags per year. According to CalRecycle, only three percent of

these bags are actually recycled. The rest end up in landfills or as litter. Los Angeles, along with other

municipalities statewide, spends more than $25 million each year to clean up plastic single-use bags from public
places, storm drains, and from our waste stream. Local taxpayer dollars are also spent to comply with Stormwater
Permit requirements and other standards in communities with “trash-impaired” waterways as defined under the
federal Clean Water Act.

In addition to the economic benefits of a plastic bag ban, there are countless environmental benefits. These
include reduced use of natural resources for bag production, reduced wildlife fatalities from strangulation and
suffocation, improved water quality, and—most salient for our Los Angeles economy—cleaner beaches. For all
intents and purposes, plastic never biodegrades, but slowly photo degrades. As it photo degrades, plastic film
breaks into smaller and smaller pieces which attract surrounding toxins. When mistaken as a food source, these
plastic particles form a progressively greater health risk of food chain contamination.

Plastic marine pollution is a global problem with a local solution. Banning the free distribution of plastic bags is
widely considered an appropriate and practical legislative action that can protect our environment and save
financial resources. The County of Los Angeles, and our neighbors in Calabasas, Santa Monica and Long Beach,
along with other local governments in the region, around the state, and around the world, have already taken this
approach, and we strongly urge you to do the same. '

Thank you for your leadership on this issue.

Sincerely, N L

> e il L
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Ernie MOSCOSO, President (_"[gu,‘qﬂ :j@;:gg ! {;ﬁ_«‘»’fﬁa ff:gf/i {/ e _fEr";ag-[;,:;f g:,’;'f;{')
North Hollywood North East Neighborhood Council

cc:  Mayor Villaraigosa, Council Member Garcetti, Council Member Perry, Counci! Member Reyes,
Council Member Krekorian, Councit Member Rosendahl, Council Member LaBonge,
Council Member Koretz, Council Member Zine, Council Member Alarcon,
Council Member Parks, Council Member Wesson, Council Member Englander,
Council Member Huizar, Council Member FHahn

Assembly Member Felipe Fuentes
Senator Alex Padilla



Palms Neighborhood Council
10008 National Blvd., #210 Los Angeles, CA 90034 PA LM S J

president@palmsla.org Ejgi.gnhcaorhmd
www palmsla.org WWW.PALMSLA.ORG

May 15,2011

President Eric Garcetti and Members of the Los Angeles City Council
Los Angeles City Council

200 N. Spring Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Implementing a citywide ban of single-use plastic bags
Dear Council President Garcetti and Members of the Los Angeles City Council:

The Palms Neighborhoods Council supports the motion pending before the City Council to explore the
implementation of a citywide ban of single-use plastic bags.

According to the Los Angeles Times, Californians use more than 120,000 tons of the bags each year and,
despite efforts to increase it, only 5% are actually recycled. Governments like Los Angeles must absorb
‘the costs of cleaning littered streets, beaches, and catch basins that become clogged with plastic bag
debris. One estimate finds that Los Angeles residents use an estimated 6 billion plastic bags a year costing
the City millions in collection, recycling, disposal, and environmental clean up of these bags. Since
plastic bags do not biodegrade or dissolve into organic matter, they essentially last forever and compound
the problem.

There are both economic and ecological reasons for a ban on single-use plastic bags. Beyond saving the
City money from reduced clean up costs and compliance with Stormwater Permit requirements, a ban will
protect our important natural resources from wildlife in the Ballona Creck area to cleaner beaches,
roadways and parks.

The Palms Neighborhood Council strongly urges you to join the County of Los Angeles, neighboring
cities of Santa Monica and Long Beach, as well as other municipalities around the state and around the
world, to ban single-use plastic bags.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

-

Eli Lipmen
Secretary, on behalf of the Palms Neighborhood Council

cc: Mayor Villaraigosa

Council Member Perry, Council Member Reyes, Council Member Krekorian, Council Member Zine,
Council Member LaBonge, Council Member Koretz, Council Member Cardenas,

Council Member Alarcon, Council Member Parks, Council Member Wesson,

Council Member Smith, Council Member Huizar, Council Member Hahn
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CHAIRMAN

DARYT J. FRANK
VICE-CHAIRMAN
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SECRETARY www.ResedaCouncil.org

LEE SMITH
TREASURER

PHIt. MERLIN
PARLIAMENTARIAN

JUAN GUZMAN
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS

BOARD MEMBERS

BRANDON BALDERAS  TIMOTHY MULHOLLAND
ARMNINEH CHELEBIAN MAURY PINEDA,

MICHAEL COHEN ADNA SHAKED
NOELLE GUZMAN KEVIN TAYLOR
Aug 5, 2011

The Honorable Dennis P. Zine

City Councilmember, Third District
200 N. Spring Street, RM450

Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: RESEDA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL DECISION
California Polystyrene and LA Plastic Bag Ban

Dear Councilman Zine:

During the August 1, 2011 meeting of the Reseda Neighborhood Council (RNC), the
Members of the RNC Board considered Agenda Item 11(a) with respect to a request for RNC
support.

Stakeholders present spoke during the public comment and contributed valuable
opinions. After much discussion, and debate, the following motion was put forth by Ms. Shaked
and seconded by Mr. Frank:

“The RNC shall support the California Polystyrene
(Styrofeam} ban and the Los Angeles City plastic bag ban.”

After proper consideration, the Motion carried by a vote of 8 yeas and 3 nays.

Should you have any further questions or comments regarding this matter, please do not
hesitate to contact me at your convenience.

Sincerely,
ﬂ_-;—_‘
Cary laccino

Chair, Reseda Neighborhood Councii

cct Bob Blumenfield, California State Assembly District 40
Alex Padilla, California State Senate District 20
Board Members, RNC

ORGANIZED BY THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF NEIGHBORHOCT EMPOWERMENT




south robertson
neighborhoods council

Doug Fitzsimmons
President

Brian Kite

Vice-President

Gerald Chavarria
Secretary

Terrence Gomes
Treasurer

South Robertson
Neighborhoods Council

PO Box 35836
Los Angeles, CA 20035

P (310)295-9920
F: (310) 295-9906

e info@soronc.org

Soronc.org

g,
%_‘39' City of Los Angeles Cerdified
Neighborhood Council

President Eric Garcetti and Members of the Los Angeles City Council
Los Angeles City Council

200 N. Spring Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

17 November 2010
Re: Implementing a citywide ban of single-use plastic bags
Dear Council President Garcetti and Members of the Los Angeles City Council:

The South Robertson Néighborhoods Council supports the motion pending before

" the City Council to explore the implementation of a citywide ban of single-use plastic

bags.

L.A. residents use an estimated 6 billion plastic bags a year. Because they do not
completely decompose, they have become a pollution problem. [t is costing the city
millions of dollars a year to abate the effects of plastic bags, and efforts by the
County Board of Supervisors to get stores to reduce bag use has been unsuccessful.

Plastic bags..."are essentially “forever”: they do not biodegrade or dissclve into
organic matter that can reenter the life cycle. Instead plastic photodegrades, which
means it breaks up into smaller pieces when exposed to sunlight.” (Algalita Marine
Research Foundation, “Pelagic Plastic” April 8", 2007). Plastic pieces from these
bags, which have made it to the ocean, are mlstaken for food and eaten by marine
life. 1t then clogs their intestines and leads to starvation or, if they survive, it enters
our Tood chain. “Plastic debris affects at least 267 species worldwide, including 86%
of all sea turtle species, 44% of all seabird species, and 43% of all marine mammal
species. (Laist, D.W. (1997) “Impacts of marine debris..."New York: Springer-
Verlag;J.G.B.Derraik). The loss of these species is not only an environmental
disaster but significantly effects the fishing industries.

Because oceans connect the globe, our marine debris is becoming a global problem.
Currents carry plastic originating along the Pacific Coast to the North Pacific Central
Gyre. Studies by the Algalita Marine Research Foundation “...found that six times by
weight more plastic particles than zooplankton exist in this focation.” (C.J. Moore et

al., (2001) “A Comparison of Plastic and Plankton in the Pacific Central Gyre” Marine
Pollution Bulletin 42:297-1300.)

Although recycling efforts have improved, recycled plastic is different from products
like glass or aluminum which can be made back into the products they were before.
*,..recycled plastic becomes clothing or carpet that goes {o the landfill once its
second use is finished.” (Stallone, Steve, “Plastic Seduction,” San Francisco Bay
Guardian (15 Dec. 1993)

Plastic hag litter on land also poses an expensive problem for the City of Los
Angeles. One study has estimated that the cost to subsidize the collection, recycling,
disposal, and environmental clean up of plastic and paper bags could be as high as
$.17 per bag (1 billon dollars per year). Governments must absorb the costs of
cleaning littered streets, beaches, and cafch basins that become clogged with plastic
bag debris, increasing flood risk.

The South Robertson Neighborhoods Council encourages the City Council to
immediately address the environmental and economic problems posed by single-use
plastic bags.

Yours truly,

Doug Fitzsimmons, President, South Robertson Neighborhoods Council
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August 9, 2011

Council Member Paul Krekorian
7747 Foothill Blvd.
Tujunga, CA 91042

Subject: Ban of Plastic Bag Issuance by Retail Establishments in Los Angeles
Dear Council Member Krekorian,

The Sun Valley Area Neighborhood Council, representing 51,111 stakeholders in greater Los Angeles, would like to respectfully ur;
you to approve an ordinance banning the distribution of single-use carry-out plastic bags in Los Angeles, as promised by the City
Council in July 2008. This is an urgent issue for the city to address. The Internaticral Programme on the State of the Ocean
(IPS0) released a report last month saying the world’s oceans are in “shocking” decline. '

In these tough economic times, an ordinance such as this would belp lower cleanup and eompliance costs. Californians use an
estimated 12 billion plastic bags per year. According to CalRecycle, only three percent of these bags are actually recycled. The rest
end up in landfills or as litter. Los Angeles, along with other municipalities statewide, spends more than $25 million each year to ck
up plastic single-use bags from public places, storm drains, and from our waste stream. Local taxpayer dollars are also spent to
comply with Stormwater Permit requirements and other standards in communities with “trash-impaired” waterways as defined unde
the federal Clean Water Act.

In addition to the economic benefits of a plastic bag ban, there are eountless envirormental benefits, These include reduced us
of natural resources for bag production, reduced wildlife fatalities from strangulation and suffocation, improved water quality, and—
most salient for our Los Angeles economy—cleaner beaches. For all intents and purposes, plastic never biodegrades, but slowly phe
degrades. As it phoio degrades, plastic film breaks into smaller and smaller pieces which attract surrounding toxins. When mistake: .
as a food source, these plastic particles form a progressively greater health risk of food chain contamination.

Plastic marine poilution is a global problem with a local solution, Banning the free distribution of plastic bags is widely conside
an appropriate and practical legislative action that can protect our environment and save financial resources. The County of Los
Angeles, and our neighbors in Calabasas, Santa Monica and Long Beach, along with other local governments in the region, around t
state, and around the world, have already taken this approach, and we strongly urge you to do the same.

Thank you for your leadership on this issue.

Sincerely,

Angelica M.%ueﬁas, President

Sun Valley Area Neighborhood Council

¢c:  Mayor Villaraigosa, Council Member Garcetti, Council Member Perry, Council Member Reyes,
Council Member Alarcon, Council Member Rosendahl, Councii Member LaBonge,
Council Member Koretz, Council Member Zine, Council Member Cardenas,
Councii Member Parks, Council Member Wesson, Council Member Englander,
Council Member Huizar, Council Member Hahn
Assembly Member Felipe Fuentes, Assembly Member Cameron Smyth
Senator Alex Padilla

Please visit our website at: svanc.org




July 18, 2011

Council Member Dennis Zine
200 North Spring St.. Rm. 450
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Subject: Ban of Plastic Bag Issuance by Retail Establishments in Los Angeles
Dear Council Member Zine,

Resolved, the Tarzana Neighborhood Council requests that Councilmember Dennis Zine
introduce an ordinance to effectuate the recommendation that the Los Angeles City Council enact
an ordinance, simifar or identical to the Los Angeles County ordinance, banning single-use carry
-out plastic bags, which became effective July 1, 201 1.

The major features of that erdinance are the banning of the issuance of single-use plastic bags
from the following class of stores:

= Any retail store that carries predominantly non-perishable food items;

e Any pharmacy type store with 10,000 sq. ft. or more.

»  Drug, pharmacy supermarket, grocery, convenience food, food mart or similar stores
engaged in the retail sale of a limited line of food goods.

* Grocery stores.

Exceptions to the County ordinance are the use of plastic bags that are used to hold produce or
raw meat in order to prevent contamination with other grocery items.

We urge that the City provide for public education o use reusable bags, but that there be
requirements for paper bags to be offered as a substitute for plastic bags per the Los Angeles
County ban. We urge that the ordinance be In accordance with applicable State laws including
AB-1998 which provides for the free distribution of reusable paper bags to welfare recipients and
persons with hardships. We further urge that in conjunction with this proposed ordinance that the
City of Los Angeles support legislative efforts to repeal AB 2449 which preempts municipalities
from charging a fee for single-use plastic bags at checkout.

Thark you for your leadership on this issue.

b Shaffer’ Président

e __’,Da‘:%ana Neﬁgﬂborhood Council

oo Mayor Villaraigosa, Council Member Garcetti, Council Member Perry, Council Member Reyes,

Council Member Krekorian, Councit Member Rosendahl, Council Member LaBonge,
Council Member Koretz, Council Member Cardenas, Councit Member Alarcon,
Council Member Parks, Council Member Wesson, Council Member Englander,
Councif Member Huizar, Council Member Hahn

Assembly Member Bob Blumenfield
Assembly Member Julia Brownley

Senator Fran Pavley




P.O. Box 19219 - Les Angeles, CA 90019
phone: 323-731-8686 - emazil; info®unnc.org - website: wwwunnc.org

Council Member Member Herb J. Wesson, Jr.
200 North Spring St., Rm. 430

Los Angeles, CA 90012 B -
Subject: Ban of Plastic Bag Issuance by Retail Estabhshments in Los Angeles

Dear Council Member Wesson,

The United Neighborhoods Neighborhood Council (UNNC) would like to respectfuﬁvurge
ordinance banning the distribution of single-use carry-out plastic bags in-Lios Angeles, a5 ps
Council in July 2008, This i is an urgent issue for the ¢city to address. The International P
State of the Ocean (IPSO) released a report last month saymg the world’s oceans, are in
decline.

In these tough economic times, an ordinance such as this would help lower cIea.mx
Californians use an estimated 12 billion plastic bags per year. According to cle
bags are actually recycled. The rest end up in landfills or as litter. Los Angeles, alo;zg
state‘mde, spends more than $25 million each year to clean up plastzc smgle—use bacs fmmg-

reduced use of daniral zes ources for bag producuon reduced wﬂdlee fatalities from strangulat
improved water quality; and-" most salient for our L.gs Angel economy— cleaner beaches:
purposes, plastic never blodegrades but slowly photo degrades. As it photo degrades, plastic fit
smaller and smaller pieces which attract surrounding toxins. When m;staken as a food source, rhes
form a progressively greater health risk of food chain contamination, : ‘

Plastic marine pollution is a global problem w;th a locat solution, Banning the free dmtnbutxon of plastic bags
widely considered an appropriate and practical legislative action that can protect our environment and save Finasi
resources. The County of Los Angeles, and our neighbors in Calabasas, Santa Morica and Long Beach, alo:
other local governments in the region, around the state, and around the WDrld have a]ready taken t?us ap

and we strongly urge you to do the same. ‘

Thank you for your leadership on this issue.

Stevie Stern, President

United Neighborhoods of the historic Adington Heights, West Adams, and Jefferson Park
Neighborhood Council




J tuipcr Venice Neighborhood Council
_ E N [ C E PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294 / www.VeniceNC.org
neighborhood council Email: info@VeniceNC.org Phone: 310-421-8627

April 26, 2011

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa,
Councilmember Bill Rosendahl, and
Los Angeles City Council Members
200 North Spring St.

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Subject: Ban of Plastic Bag Issuance by Retail Establishments in Los Angeles
Dear Mayor Villaraigosa, Councilmember Rosendahl, and City Councilmembers:

Acknowledging the November 16, 2010, passage of the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisor’s ban on plastic bags and
the Environmental Impact Report which legally supports it, and, in lockstep with the Clean Seas Coalition (7" Generation
Advisors, Heal the Bay, Sierra Club, Surfrider Foundation, et al), we want to convey Venice’s support for a citywide ban .
on plastic bags.

Recognizing the importance of being good stewards of nearby Ballona Creek, the Ballona Wetlands, Santa Monica Bay
and the oceans beyond, the Venice Neighborhood Council has tong supported efforts to clean up and improve waterways
that affect our Southern California communities and our beaches that are so vital to our tourism industry.

According to the Los Angeles Times, Californians use more than 120,000 tons of the bags each year and, despite efforts to
increase it, only 5% are actually recycled. Taxpayers therefore end up paying close to $25 million a year to rid streets,
beaches, parks and waterways of the bags. A ban will help save city and state monies in troubled economic times and
conserve important natural resources which could be put to a more beneficial use.

A citywide ban on plastic bags, identical to the County ban, would take us a giant step in the right direction. We look
forward to your swift action on this matter.

Sincerely,
e -
"""" e ] /‘ ;
».J‘r\ {g,«y:?/}[{;,/?{;,/*ﬁc\ EIA

Linda Lucks
President, Venice Neighborhood Council

ce: Councilmember Garcetti, Councilmember Perry, Councilmember Reyes,
Councilmember Krekorian, Councilmember Zine, Councilmember LaBonge,
Councilmember Koretz, Councilmember Cardenas, Councilmember Alarcon,
Councilmember Parks, Councilmember Wesson, Councilmember Smith,
Councilmember Huizar, Councilmember Hahn

it's YOUR Venice - get r’nvo!véﬂ;f
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June 21, 2011

Councilman Dennis P, Zine
Third Council District

City of Los Angeles

200 North Spring Street

City Hall, Room 405

Los Angeles, California 90012

Re: West Hills Neighborheod Council
Resolution On A Proposed Los Angeles City’s Ban

of Plastic Bags

Dear Councilman Zine:

On June 1, 2011, at a regularly scheduled meeting of the West
Hills Neighborhood Council, discussion and possible action on a
proposed resolution regarding the proposed Los Angeles City’s ban of
plastic bag came before the board as agenda item # 11-0013.

After duly considering documentary materials, public comment
and board discussions, the following resolution was voted upon and
duly passed:

WHEREAS Californians use an estimated 12 billion plastic bags per
year and according to CalRecycle, only three percent of these bags are
actually recycled, the rest are in landfills or liter;

WHEREAS Los Angeles and other municipalities statewide spend
more than $25 million each year to clean up plastic single-use bags from
public places, storm drains, and from our waste stream. In addition
there are countless environmental benefits to a plastic bag ban:

Reduced use of natural resources for bag production;
Reduced wildlife fatalities from strangulation and suffocation;

and
Improved water quality and cleaner beaches; and




Councilman Dennis Zine
June 21, 2011
Page 2

WHEREAS; The County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica and Long
Beach, along with other local governments in the region, around the
state, and around the world, have already taken action to ban these bags.

LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT West Hills Neighborhood Council
respectfully urges you and other members of City Council to propose
and approve an ordinance restricting the distribution of single-use
plastic bags in Los Angeles, as promised by the City Council in July

2008,

Should you have any further questions regarding the above-
referenced resolution, please do not hesitate to call or write at your
earliest convenience.

Very Truly Yours,
72 o

STEPHEN A. LENSKE
President /Co-Chair
West Hills Neighborhood Council

SAL; mlr
cc: West Hills Neighborhood Council Board

Dennis Zine Ltr 31.doc



May 25, 2011

Council Member Bill Rosendahl
200 North Spring St., Rm. 415
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Subject: Ban of Plastic Bag Issuance by Retail Establishments in Los Angeles
Dear Council Member Rosendahl,

The Wesi LA Neighborhood Council would like to respectfully urge you to propose and approve an
ordinance restricting the distribution of single-use plastic bags in Los Angeles, as promised by the City
Council in July 2008.

In these tough economic times, an ordinance such as this would help lower cleanup and compliance costs.
Californians use an estimated 12 billion plastic bags per year. According to CalRecycle, oniy three percent of
these bags are actually recycled. The rest end up in landfills or as litter. Los Angeles, along with other
municipalities statewide, spends more than $25 million each year to clean up plastic single-use bags from
public places, storm drains, and from our waste stream. Local taxpayer dollars are also spent to comply with
Stormwater Permit requirements and other standards in communities with “trash-impaired” waterways as
defined under the federal Clean Water Act.

In addition to the economic benefits of a plastic bag ban, there are countless environmental benefits. These
include reduced use of natural resources for bag production, reduced wildlife fatalities from strangulation and
suffocation, improved water quality, and—most salient for our Los Angeles economy—cleaner beaches. For
all intents and purposes, plastic never biodegrades, hut slowly photo degrades. As it photo degrades, plastic
film breaks into smaller and smaller pieces which attract surrounding toxins. When mistaken as a food
source, these plastic particles form a progressively greater health risk of food chain contamination.

Plastic marine pollution is a global problem with a local solution. Banning the distribution of plastic bags is
widely considered an appropriate and practical Jegislative action that can protect our environment and save
financial resources. The County of Los Angeles, and our neighbors in Santa Monica and Long Beach, along
with other focal governments in the region, around the state, and around the world, have already taken this
approach, and we strongly urge you to do the same.

‘Thank you for your leadership on this issue.

¢ a/
i g
/

West Los Angeies Neighborhood Council

cc: Mayor Villaraigosa
Council Member Garcetti, Council Member Perry, Council Member Reyes,
Council Member Krekorian, Council Member Zine, Council Member LaBonge,
Council Member Koretz, Council Member Cardenas, Council Member Alarcon,
Council Member Parks, Councii Member Wesson, Council Member Sinith,
Council Member Huizar, Council Member Hahn




WESTWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
BOARD MEETING MINUTES
AUGUST 10, 2011

WESTWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
10822 WILSHIRE BLVD.
LOS ANGELES, CA 90024

9. BAN OF PLASTIC BAGS ISSUED BY RETAILERS IN LOS ANGELES
Stephen Resnick said that the plastic bag ban issue has been referred to the
Energy and Environment Committee. It has not been voted on by the City
Council yet.

A representative from Heal the Bay quoted statistics about how much beach
litter and ocean debris is composed of plastic bags and styrofoam and passed
around photos illustrating this. She requested a letter of support.

Connie Boukidis moved that “WWNC supports the banning of plastic bags
issued by retail establishments in Los Angeles.” Lisa Chapman seconded the
motion which carried unanimously




11/20H11 PRNC to Go Green | Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council

PRNC to Go Gresn

PR R I L I

There has been alot of talk lately about “Going Green”, taking action {0 conserve energy and reduce carbon emissions,
thereby reversing global warming. But is it all talk or has anybody taken any action? The PRNC challenges all Porter Ranch
residents to Go Green.

We would flike to recommend one step each household can take to be a litde bit greener: stop using supermarket provided
bags. According to myownbag.com, Americans use 14 billion plastic bags a year and recycle 1% of them. This costs us $4
billion in additional costs at the store and uses 12 million barrels of vil to produce the bags, which we use for less than one
hour. Paper bags aren'ta good solution, because they use up 14 million trees a year.

What to do? The best approach is to buyreusable shopping bags and bring them with you to the store. Stares providing
plastic bags are now required {o offer reusable bags for sale. They are typically $1-2. Or if you don't want to actually buy
reusable bags, you could bring back the paper bags from youriast purchase. Ralphs and Whole Foods will credit you 5
cents for each bag that you reuse. And Trader Joes awards a prize each week in a drawing of people who bring their own
bags.

The bestwayto remember them is to keep them in your car or collect them when you make your shopping list

To encourage the greening of your shopping habits, at the November 13th meeting the PRNG will give you a reusable
shopping bag when you present this article or your market receipt showing that you used a reusable shopping bag.

With: the holidays coming up, & reusable bag would make a great stocking siuffer.

Home News Aboutls Calendar Resources ContactUs Meliherhopd
by} .. " d

Wehsite Dreated by Monre Risiness Rasnits

WwWw.prc.org/penc-go-green 1



Green Vets LA

Reclaimed cloth. Refreshing designs.

Let our Vets sew bags for your next event, we can even customize bags with your
' logo.

GreenVeisLA is a Los Angeles sewing company who has partnered with the Veterans Administration Hospital in
West Los Angeles to manufacture cloth shopping bags and other innovative projects. We are currently training and
paying returning veterans to create projects using cloth that has been discarded by the local LA gament industry,
which was previously destined for landfifls.

Every part of our manufacturing process is done right here in the USA, and we are proud to help our workforce and
economy while aisoe helping the environment by greatly reducing our carbon foolprint. Short shipping distances
reduce our need for fossil fuels and production is done in environmentally regulated facilities. We are very excited to
be a part of the effort to replace plastic shopping bags with reusable cloth shopping bags for a sustainable
Califormnia.

The Santa Monica Shopping Bag and The Cinch Bag are two examples of products made by Green Vets.

To purchase bags, or for more information please contact us at:

pauli@specopstech.com

5.0.TECH Office: (310) 202-9007
Toll Free: (800) 615-9007




Economics of Reusable Bags

Although reusable bags cost betwesn 99¢ and $10 each, the savings to
consumers can be significant since grocers/retallers cost for purchasing single
use carryout bags is no longer passed along to customers (see table below).

Table 9 -- Cost Comparison of Carryout Bags

3¢ $18
Plastic Bag 800 (rangze_s %egfeen (in hidden wsts}
300
{consumption rate is 10¢ $30
Paper Bag unknown, assumed | {ranges between A
% of plastic caryout 5. 23¢)% {in hidden costs)
bags due to size)
Biodegradable 800 (ranges patween -390
Bag mge‘iﬁ e {in hidden costs)
1
{assumes avg.
Whole Food consumer will use 3 $2.99 - 3450
Reusable Bag bagsiyear and will il o direct cost)
last 2 years before
replacement)

;?v?a*f 72 2007, wewawrastockib com (May 22, 20071
; st%:ﬁcéc; oo (May 22, 20071

Page 36
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Chelonian Conservation and Biology, 20180, 9(2) 2607270
& 2010 Chelonian R h F lati:

Plastic Debris in a Nesting Leatherback
Turtle in French Guiana

VRenie Prot’? ann JEAN-YVES GEORGES'™

YWiiversite de Strasbourg, IPHC-DEPE, 23 rue Becguerel, 67087
Strasbourg, France;
2CNRS (Centre National de Recherche Scientifique), UMRTI78,
67037 Strasbourg, France [virginie.plot@ iphc.cnrs.fr;
Jean-yves.georges@c-strasbourg.fr]

ABsTRACT. — We report a field observation of an adult
female leatherback turtle (Dermochelys coriacea)
expulsing 2.6 kg of plastic debris from her cloaca
while nesting in French Guiana, This field report
sustains concerns about plastic ingestion by this
endangered species and, further, the impacits of plastic
debris to marine wildlife, and points out the needs for
effective waste management in both terrestrial and
marine habitats.

Plastic pollution is a major threat for marine
environments and biodiversity already at risk due to
climate change, habitat loss, resource overexploitation,
and other anthropogenic disturbances (Derraik 2002),
Despite their relatively short history of use on a global
scale, plastics represent the main constituent of marine
debris worldwide (Ivar do Sul and Costa 2007, Hofer
2008) and will likely remain so for decades to come due
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Figure 1. View of the total plastic items (a), including plastic meshed rice bags (b} and plastic domestic rubbish bags (¢) extracted
from a leatherback turtle attempting to nest in French Guiana (Photo by J.-Y. Georges).

to their slow degradation (Derraik 2002; Hofer 2008). For
example, in marine habitats of the wider Caribbean region
and Atlantic coast of South America, plastics represent
55% to 70% of marine debris (Ivar do Sul and Costa
2007). Plastic debris affects marine organisms ranging
from plankton to large vertebrates (Derraik 2002; Hofer
2008), the latter via entanglement and ingestion (Wallace
1985; Laist 1997; Bugoni et al. 2001; Derraik 2002).
Ingestion of plastic debris may occur either because of
“mistaken identity’’ as natural prey by predators or due to
incidental ingestion during feeding (Hofer 2008). Debris
ingestion has been reported to reduce stomach capacity,
feeding stimulus, and growth (Azzarello and Van-Vieet
1987}. Plastic ingestion has also been reported to cause
internal injuries and intestinal occlusion with potential
lethal consequences (Derraik 2002). Partial digestion of
plastic items may also result in chemical contamination
with detrimental consequences on health, even at low
concentrations (Derraik 2002; Hofer 2008).

Among marine megafauna, the leatherback turtle
(Dermochelys coriacea) is commonly known to face
major threats from plastic pollution because individuals of
this species are prone to misidentify clear plastic items as
jellyfish, their natural prey (Mrosovsky 1981). Here we
report a field observation of an adult female leatherback
turtle from which a large quantity of plastic debris was
extracted from the cloacae during a nesting attempt.

This event occurred during the 2009 nesting season at
Awala Yalimapo beach (5°42'N, 53°54'W}, French
Guiana, a major nesting area for critically endangered
leatherback turtles {Fossette et al. 2008b). From March to
August, nocturnal patrols were conducted daily to monitor
leatherback nesting activity and identify individual turtles
(through use of uniquely coded ID tags; Fosseite et al.
2008b). On 6 May 2009, we cbserved a leatherback turtie
in apparent distress during nesting: after she excavated
her nest chamber, the turtle appeared to be preparing to
lay eggs, although instead of eggs, this individual exuded
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a greenish liquid with strong odor from the cloaca, Closer
inspection revealed that plastic debris was obstructing the
cloacal opening. At that point a decision was made to
atternpt to remove this plastic material, To do so, we
gently but firmly pulled by hand these plastic items out of
the cloaca, QOur efforts yielded a notable quantity of
plastic bags and plastic fragments, including those from
domestic rubbish bags cornmonly used in the arca as well
as woven nylon rice bags (Fig. 1). Once the last of the
recoverable plastic material was extracted from the
cloaca, the turtle started to deposit white, apparently
fresh eggs, as well as rotten eggs. With these 2 egg types
also came an abundance of white-colored liquid, and
some fresh blood, perhaps indicating that the distal tractus
was injured either due to pressure exerted internally by
the plastic items or by our manual intervention

Upon recovery, the plastic material was transported
to our field station, where it was weighed (+ 0.1 kg)
using an electronic spring scale and gingerly spread out
on sand to determine overall size. In total, 2.6 kg of
uncleaned plastic were recovered, including 14 pieces of
plastic bag fragments ranging from a few centimeters up
to 1.5 m in maximum diameter.

Examination of nesting records for this turtle
revealed that it was initially tagged in French Guiana in
2001. This individual was also observed nesting at this
beach in 2005 and in 2009 (this study). In 2009, the turtle
was observed nesting normally on 15 April and 26 April
(V. Plot and J.-Y. Georges, pers. obs., 2009); it was
observed again on 6 May when this incident occurred.
The turtle was not sighted again after the last event.

Ingestion of plastic debris is a major threat to sea
turtles, and leatherback turtles in particular (Mrosovsky
1981), because this species has been known to mistake
floating plastic bags for their main prey, jellyfish
(Mrosovsky 1981; Mrosovsky et al. 2009). Reports of
the occurrence of plastic debris in leatherbacks have
increased since the 1960s in the North Atlantic Ocean
(Mrosovsky et al. 2009) where leatherbacks feed during
their long distance migrations (Ferraroli et al. 2004;
Fossette et al. 2010). Because previous reports of plastic
ingestion by leatherbacks only concern dead turtles, it has
been suggested, perhaps wrongly, that plastic ingestion
leads to mortality. Our finding suggests that the ingestion
of significant quantities of plastic debris may not be lethal
for leatherbacks, and probably for sea turtles in general, as
long as it can be expulsed. However, because the turtle
was not observed afterward, we cannot discuss the actual
effects plastic ingestion and manual extraction had on the
individual’s health and future reproduction.

In sea turtles, intestinal transit time (time between
ingestion and first defecation) of soft plastic items has
been experimentally estimated to be 9 days in a captive
loggerhead turtle Caretta caretta (Valente et al. 2008). If
this holds for wild leatherbacks, this suggests that the
2.6 kg of plastic bags expulsed from the study animal
were ingested a few days before our observation. In

French Guiana, gravid leatherbacks spend about 10 days
at sea between 2 consecutive nesting events, Then, they
remain in French Guiana and Suriname waters, close
(< 100 km) to the nesting beach, where they swim
continuously over 600 km while performing continuous
dives (Fossette et al. 2007; Georges et al. 2007). This
suggests that plastic ingestion occurred in regional waters,
as supported by the fact that the observed turile laid
several times normally before she expulsed plastic debris.
This observation additionally supports a recent hypothesis
that in French Guiana, gravid leatherback turtles may feed
during the nesting season (Fossette et al. 2008a, 2009).
As far as plastic debris is concerned, sea turtles
feeding in coastal waters, either during migration
(Mrosovsky et al. 2009) or during the nesting season
(this study), are of major concern because plastic debris is
abundant in these coastal areas due to intensive human
activities (e.g., land-based run-off, ship-loading activities;
Moore et al. 2001). Their presence in local marine
habitats is further concentrated due to local surface
currents and bathymetry {Moore et al. 2001; Lattin et al.
2004). The observation described in this account under-
scores the need for mitigation of plastic pollution in
marine ecosystems and points to the need for better
environmental management and sustainability.
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