Couneil Member Herb Wesson,Jr., Couneil President
200 North Spring Street
L.os Angeles, CA 90012-3239
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SUPPORT - Adoption of single-use bag ordinance

Dear Council President Wesson,

[ am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeies that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of singie-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal commumtzes and

wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large coniributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a permstent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in 2 94% reduction in
overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue. "
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Council Member Herb Wesson, Jr., Council President

200 MNorth Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239 . O

SUPPORT - Adoption of single-use bag ordinance _ o /

Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a cormprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts fo implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags ~ even if reused once or twice by consumers -
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, pofluting our inland and coastal communities and

wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris, Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it

~ poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
‘663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in

overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become & true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to

finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles. !92 o S
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Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue.
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Council Member Herb Wesson, Ir., Council President
200 North Spring Street L
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239 Rl ey

SUPPORT — Adoption of single-use bag ordinance
Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-
use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers -
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our infand and coastal communities and
wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic poliution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer bebavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, 2 more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in
overall single-use hag usage {(both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create, The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in cur communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue.

Sincerely, ) E ) \_".:% ?fg
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Council Member Herb Wesson, Ir., Council President
200 North Spring Street o L
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239 P A

SUPPORT — Adoption of single-use bag ordinance

Dear Council President Wesson,

I'am writing to expréss my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and

wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

‘Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 Intemational Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic ltter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in

overail single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the ecoromic
waste and environmenta! impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to

finalize & single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.
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Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue.
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Council Member Herls Wesson, Jr., Council President
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239

SUPPORT ~ Adeption of single-use bag ordinance
Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both piastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and

wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue, A 2012 report by the U.S, Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris, Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in

overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
znd become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.
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Council Member Herb Wesson, Ir., Council President

200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-323%
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SUPPORT — Adoption of single-use bag ordinance (w

Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the lifter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and

wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs. -

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar singie-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable aliernative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in

overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue. t:g, ?‘f (_3
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Council Member Herb Wesson, Jr., Counci! President
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239

SUPPORT - Adoptien of single-use bag ordinance -

Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single- -

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts fo impiement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and
wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in
overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue. | @ SR
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Counicil Member Herb Wesson, Jr., Council President

200 North Spring Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239 o ;;, . g
g ; i

SUPPORT — Adoption of single-use bag ordinance
Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper singie- -
use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains -
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, poliuting our inland and coastal communities and
wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic poliution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks, For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entangiement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resuited in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in
overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other focal jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same fime, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue.

Sincerely,
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Council Member Herb Wesson, Jr., Council President
200 North Spring Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239 i s
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SUPPORT - Adoption of single-use bag ordinance - P A

Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers ~
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and

wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cieanup
efforts and lost tourism reverme. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag.ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in
overal! single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue. o
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Council Member Herb Wesson, Ir., Council President
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239
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SUPPORT — Adeption of single-use bag ordinance '

Dear Council President Wesson, -

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance

by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic} and paper single-
use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —

end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and
wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including piastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

~ Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in
overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags wili be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
- same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.
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Coungil Member Herb Wesson, Ir., Council President
200 North Spring Strest
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239

SUPPORT — Adoption of single-use bag ordinance
Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express 'rny support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-
use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers ~
end up in our landfiils or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and
wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat lifter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in
overall single-use bag usage {both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and envirommental impacts that single-use bags create, The City of Los Angeles has the opporfunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles. '

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue.

Sincerely,

Name: M(’lahé'é YAﬁ“D
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Couneil Member Herb Wesson, Jr., Counci! President
200 North Spring Street — i _
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239 o L e LT

SUPPORT - Adoption of single-use bag ordinance
Pear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-
use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags ~ even if reused once or twice by consumers ~
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and
wasting taxpayer doilars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Cenvention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine speciés have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to singie-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in 2 94% reduction in
overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles. :

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue.

Sincerely,
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Counci! Member Herb Weasson, Jr., Council President
200 North Spring Street o
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239 R
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Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-
use bags.

- Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags —~ even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and
wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism reveriue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 millon each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a resull, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in
overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale

and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the-,
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to Ie?ﬂ the efforfto ”——"«f
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finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles. %l oy = =
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Council Member Herb Wesson, Jr., Council President
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239
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Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-
use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, poliuting our infand and coastal communities and
wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup -
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S, Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat fo wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative fo single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in
overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale

and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to

finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles. s
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SUPPORT — Adoption of single-use bag ordinance
Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains .
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags ~ even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as pait of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and

wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic poliution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a resulf, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
armounced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in 2 94% reduction in
overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic poliution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to

finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles. -
Thank vou for your leadership on this critical environmental issue. = =
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Council Member Herb Wesson, Jr., Council President

200 North Spring Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239 ~ i . ,
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SUPPORT - Adeption of single-use bag ordinance N SRRV

Dear Counci! President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-
use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and
wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found

© California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Conveation on Biolegical Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in
overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue. - R
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200 North Spring Street
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Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use hags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and

wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Simnilar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in

overall single-uge bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions Like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic poliution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to

finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.
&2 =
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Council Member Herb Wesson,Jt., Council President

200 North Spring Sireet
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239

SUPPORT - Adoption of single-use bag ordinance
Dear Council President Wessor,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags ~ even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and

wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in

overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic poliution in our communities, and at the
same tirne, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue. &, [
Sincerely, ! 2 =
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Council Member Herb Wesson,Jr., Council President
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239

SUPPORT - Adoption of single-use bag ordinance

Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express. my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of singie-use plastic bags — even if reused once or fwice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and
wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in

overall singie-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we-urge you to lead the effort to
finalize & single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue.

Sincerely, ;
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Council Member Herb Wesson,Jr., Council President
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239

SUPPORT ~ Adoption of single-use bag ordinance _—
Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year, Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and

wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs,

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental] Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to singie-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in

overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupied with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue. ; < ;;5
Sincerely, ! f o
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Council Member Herb Wesson,Jr., Council President
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239

SUPPORT - Adeptien of single-use bag ordinanee 4
Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single~

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and
wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in
overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you fo lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue.

Sincerely,l
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Council Member Herb Wesson,Jr., Council President
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-323%

SUPPORT ~ Adoption of single-use bag ordinance
Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express 'my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers ~
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and
wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
iniand creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in

~ California recovered 64,085 piastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in

overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
io join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue. o

Sincerely,
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Council Member Herb Wesson,Jr., Council President
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239
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SUPPORT ~ Adeption of single-use bag ordinance

Dear Couneil President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers ~
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and-

wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S, Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers paiticipating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic titter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in

overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue. o .
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Council Member Herb Wesson, Jr., Council President

200G North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239 [M“T Gore
o | CEP a7y
SUPPORT — Adoption of single-use bag ordinance ' )
/

Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my suppozt for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostabie plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the Eiter stream, polluting our infand and coastal communities and

wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail

- marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in g 94% reduction in

overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Momnica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to

finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue.

Sincerely, : @ o
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- Council Member Herb Wesson, Jr.. Council President
200 North Spring Sireet
Los Angeles, CA 900G12-3239

: P e
SUPPORT — Adoption of single-use bag ordinance { »»F ] f - f £ “?/
Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags ~ even if reused once or twice by consumers -
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and
wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been 2 large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in g 94% reductmn in

overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the profiferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue.

Sincerely, .
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Council Member Herb Wesson, Ir., Council President
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239

SUPPORT — Adeption of single-use bag ordinance (’: “’J - / S /

Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and

wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

* Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in & 94% reduction in

gverall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead:xhe effort@

finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles. i ENE
QO o= =
Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue. ;-} fii ;”;f L2
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Council Member Herb Wesson, Ir., Councii President
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239

SUPPORT ~ Adoption of single-use bag ordinance

Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensivée single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-
use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and
wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years it our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of réusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in
overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in cur communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this crifical environmental issue.
Sincerely,

Name: 3::—2.50,91' /26!,0‘4

Address: 7 E@ ,,O&‘ /l/@!/g /¢ ‘ ‘ ‘
Date: [;/l/ 7 7// 2 nt/

/)
Wi




Council Member Herb Wesson, Ir., Council Pregident
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239

SUPPORT - Adoption of single-nse bag ordinance \ f’ I = 2

Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-
use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags -- even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter strearm, polluting our mland and coastal communities and
wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
infand creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in
overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of piastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue.
Sincerely,
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Council Member Herb Wesson, 1., Council President
200 North Spring Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239 T Ry

SUPPORT — Adoption of single-use bag ordinance
Dear Council President Wesson,

1 am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year, Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and

wasting taxpayer doliars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue, A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris, Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
iniand creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for lmndreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a resuit, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resuited in a 94% reduction in
gverall single-use bag usage (hoth plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you {o lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue.

Sincerely, =
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Counci! Member Herb Wesson, Jr., Council President

200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239 o,

SUPPORT — Adoption of single-use bag ordinance

Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express nry suppozt for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, poliuting our inland and coastal comemunities and

wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S, Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris, Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags, For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in

overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to

finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles. - -
‘ = =
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Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue. [ E:f
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Council Member Herb Wesson, Ir., Counci! Pregsident
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239 j/ B f e

SUPPORT — Adopticn of single-use bag ordinance
Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags. :

Billions of singie-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags —even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfiils or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and

wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
intand creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that ifs ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in
overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue,

Sincerely, i o = =
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Council Member Herb Wesson, Ir., Council President
200 North Spring Street PN
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239 L

SUPPORT — Adoption of single-use bag ordinance

Dear Council President Wesson,

Tam writing to express my support for the adoption of a comptehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags,

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers ~
end up in our landfilis or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and

wasting taxpayer doilars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildiife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in
overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to -
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue.

Sincerely, . . ) 2 -
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Couneil Member Herb Wesson, Ir., Council Presidens
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239 T
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SUPPORT — Adoption of single-use bag ordinance s o
Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) anci paper single-
use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags ~ even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and
wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

. Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and lost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each year to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris on our beaches and
infand creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic fitter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in
overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles hagsthe oppoiddnity ¢
to join other locai jurisdictions Iike the County of Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena fand Glendafl@ j_-j;i
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic pollution in our commumu‘g% and;vaf the 0.

same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort tto\?
finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles. f o
H I‘ """
Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue. Al E{Q -
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Council Member Herb Wesson, Ir., Council President

200 North Spring Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239 )
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SUPPORT —~ Adoption of single-use bag ordinance

Dear Council President Wesson,

I am writing to express my support for the adoption of a comprehensive single-use carryout bag ordinance
by the City of Los Angeles that addresses both plastic (including compostable plastic) and paper single-

use bags.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in Los Angeles every year. Despite both voluntary and
statewide efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains
around five percent; the majority of single-use plastic bags — even if reused once or twice by consumers —
end up in our landfills or as part of the Litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities and

wasting taxpayer dollars on cleanup costs.

Marine plastic pollution imposes substantial costs on taxpayers and local governments through cleanup
efforts and fost tourism revenue. A 2012 report by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency found
California’s coastal cities and counties spend about $420 million each vear to combat litter and curtail
marine debris. Single-use plastic bags have been a large contributor to marine debris ofi our beaches and
inland creeks. For example, volunteers participating in the 2011 International Coastal Cleanup in
California recovered 64,085 plastic bags during the one day event. Plastic debris, including plastic bags,
lasts for hundreds of years in our environment and may never biodegrade in the ocean. As a result, it
poses a persistent threat to wildlife. A 2012 study by the Convention on Biological Diversity found that
663 marine species have been impacted by marine plastic litter through entanglement and ingestion.

Similar single-use bag ordinances have changed consummer behavior and have resulted in an increased use
of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For example, Los Angeles County
announced that its ordinance, which became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in

overall single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).

A ban on plastic bags coupled with a fee on paper bags will be a major step in reducing the economic
waste and environmental impacts that single-use bags create. The City of Los Angeles has the opportunity
to join other local jurisdictions like the County of Los Angeles, Santa Mornica, Pasadena and Glendale
and become a true leader in preventing the proliferation of plastic poilution in our communities, and at the
same time, save businesses and consumers money. For these reasons we urge you to lead the effort to

finalize a single-use bag ordinance for the City of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical environmental issue. g n
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