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December 14, 2011 
V .AEWo!L 

To: The Honorable Bill Rosendahl, Coundlmember CD 11 
The Honorable Paul Koret2, Council member CO 5 

Re: Council File llal912: 

WHEREAS, the L.A. City Council has failed to allocate funds to enable the 
City Oet1< to conduct the next regularly SCheduled spr'ing 2012 
NeighborhoOd council elections, resulting in a delay of those elections until 
at least the spring of 2014; 

WHEREAS, w11ne t ile t•lVCC appreciates ttle d ifficult economic condit ions 
prevailing In the City, we find it inconsistent with traditional notions of 
neighbolflood empowerment and democratic ideals that NeighbOrhood 
Coundl elections be postponed until 2014, requiring Incumbents to serve a 
term twice as long as the one to which they were elected and stlutting out 
qualified candidates who wish to come fonvard and serve; 

WHEREAS, the MVCC finds it equally unacceptable the proposal being 
considered in some quarters to d ivest the Oty Clerk from responsibility for 
Neighborhood Council elections in favor of some sort of "selection"' or 
"town hall .. process to circumvent the relevant ordinance requiring an 
actual election run by the City Clerk; 

and WHEREAS, as noted in our prior motion on the subject, the entire 
Neighborhood Council system is eflhanced by l'lavtng Its e~ctlons run by 
the same ofricial entity that runs all other Oty elections aod proposals to 
allow individual councils to choose among various other options, such as 
.. electroniC," .. town 4 hall"' andjor "'incumbent•run" eJection systems foay 
result in elections marred by the limitations of those procedures. induding 
the toss of transparency, accuracy, and legitimacy, ar~d w111 Jead to a 
proliferation of disputes. 

THEREfORE, the NVCC calls upon CD· ll Cound hnan Rosendalll and CO·S 
Coundlman Koretz to inuoduce a motion to allocate funds sufficient to 
enable the City Clerk to conduct Neighborhood Council elections no tater 
than the Fall <lf 2012 or, in the alternative, the Spring of 2013. The MVCC 
further calls upon Councilman Rosendahl and Councilman Koretz to ensure 
that If the Counol persists in its refusal to fund tile City Clerk, that neither 
the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment nor any other City entity 
be permitted to impose a .. on0 size fits all"' approach to elections by 
requiring tl\at every neighbortlood council adopt th(! same election 
procedure in the absence of the City Oerk. 

Tha11k you f<lr your thoughtful consideration of this mattec 

eJ?-~ 
Sharon Commins, Chair 
f>lar Vista community Council 

G<: The Aru, Park!l and Neighbort\oocls Committee 
P<~ou1 Kretori.ln, <:l,.!r 
Her!> wew:.n 
Ed R.-ye' 


