





RESOLUTLON pupe 10N & INTERGOVERMIENTAL RELITIS.

% ity L

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation,
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal
governmental body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the
City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, California consumers have the right to know whether the foods they
purchase were produced using genetic engineering; genetic engineering of plants and animals
often causes unintended consequences; manipulating genes and inserting them into organisms is
an imprecise process; the results are not always predictable or conﬁ'ollabie, and they can lead
to adverse healih or eavironmental consequences; and

WHEREAS, govermment scientists have stated that the artificial insertion of DNA into
plants, a technique unique io genetic engineering, can cause a variety of significant probiems
with plant foods. Such genetic engineering can increase the levels of known toxicants in foods
and mtroduce new toxicants and health concerns; and

WHEREAS, mandatory identification of foods produced through genetic engineering
can provide a critical method for tracking the potential health effects of eating genetically
engineered foods; and

WHEREAS, no federal or California law requires that food producers identify whether
foods were produced using genetlc engineering; at the same time, the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration does not require safety studies of such foods; unless these foods contain a
known allergen, the FDA does not even require developers of genetically engineered crops to
consult with the agency; and

WHEREAS, polis consistently show that more than 90 percent of the public want to
know if their food was produced using genetic engineering; and -

WHEREAS, fifty countries-including the European Union member states, fapan and
other key U.S. trading partners-have laws mandating disclosure of genetically engineered
foods; no international agreements prohibit the mandatory identification of foods produced
through genetic engineering; and

WHEREAS, without disclosure, consumers of genetically engineered food can
unknowingly violate their own dietary and religious restrictions; and

WHERFEAS, the cultivation of genetically engineered crops can alse cause serious
impacts to the environment; for example, most genetically engineered crops are designed to
withstand weed-killing pesticides known as herbicides; as a result, hundreds of milliens of
pounds of additional herbicides have been used on U.S. farms, because of the massive use of
such products, herbicide-resistant weeds have flourished-a problem that has resulted, in turn,
in the use of increasingly toxic herbicides; these toxic herbicides damage our agricultural
areas, impair our drinking water, and pose health risks to farm workers and consumers;
California consumers should have the choice o avoid purchasing foods production of which
can lead to such environmental harm: and

WHEREAS, organic farming is a significant and increasingly imporiant part of
California agriculture, California has more organic cropland than any other state and has
almost one out of every four certified organic operations in the nation; California's crganic
agriculture is growing faster than 20 percent a year; and







