~ CITY OF LOS ANGELES
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
ROCM 385, CITY HALL
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 80012
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT

‘ NEGATIVE DECLARATION
LEAD CITY AGENCY " ICOUNCIL DISTRICT
City of Los Angeles , CITYW
PROJECT TITLE CASE NO.
ENV-2007-3037-ND - CPC-2007-3036-RIO
PROJECT LOCATION .
The provisions of this ordinance shall apply to all properties located generally within approximately 2500° of the Los Angsles River.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

An ordinance amehding Section 12.04 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code to establish the Los Angeles River improvement Overlay
District (LA-RIQ) by changing the zone classification of properfies shown upon a portion of the Zoning Map incomorated therein and
made a part of Arficle 2, Chapter 1 of the LAMC. All properties included in the District shalt comply with the development reguiations
set forth in River Improvement Overlay District (R1I0) {13.15. E))

NAME AND ADDRESS OF APPLICANT IF OTHER THAN CITY AGENCY

Depariment of City Planning

200 N. Spring St, 667

Los Angeles, CA 80012

FINDING:
The City Planning Department of the City of Los Angeles has Proposed that a negative declaration be adopied for this project.
The Initial Study indicates that no significant impacts are apparent which might result from this project's implementation. This
action is based on the project description above.

Any written comrents received during the public review period are attached together with the response of the lLead City
Agency. The project decisioh-make may adopt this negative declariation, amend 1, or reduire praparation of an EIR. Any
changes made should be supported by substantial evidence in the record and appropriate findings made.

THE INITIAL STUDY PREPARED FOR THIS PROJECT IS ATTACHED,

TELEPHONE NUMBER

NAME OF PERSON PREPARING THIS FORM TITLE

CLAIRE BOWIN B ol G178

ADDRESS SIGNATURE (Official)

DATE

200 N. SPRING STREET, 7th FLOOR 10/20/2011

LOB ANGELES, CA. 80012
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES

OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
ROOM 385, CITY HALL
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 20012

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT

INITIAL STUDY
and CHECKLIST
{CEQA Guidelines Section 15083)

LEAD CITY AGENCY: ‘ COUNCIL DISTRICT: DATE:
City of Los Angeles CITYW 10/06/2011
RESPONSIBLE AGENCIES : Department of City Planning ) o
ENVIRONMENTAL CASE: RELATED CASES B
ENV-2007-3037-ND ‘ CPC-2007-3036-RIO
PREVIOUS ACTIONS CASE NO.: |} Does have significant changes from previous actxons

g Does NOT have signsf ggqf;‘phg_qggs from pravious actions.

UEIU———
LOS ANGELES RIVER IMPROVEMENT OVERLAY (LA-RIO) DISTRICT IMPLEMENTATION

ENV PROQJECT DESCRIPTION:

An ordinance amending Section 12.04 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code 1o establish the Los Ange[es River Improvement Overlay
District {LA-RIO) by changing the zone classification of properties shown upen a portion of the Zoning Map incorporated therein and
made a part of Article 2, Chapter 1 of the LAMC. All properties included in the District shall cornply with the development regulations
set forth in River Improvement Overlay District (RIO) (13.15. E.)

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTINGS:

Pleasa refer to the Environmental impact Report (State Clearinghouse No, 2006041(}50) certified by the City of Los Angeles on May
8, 2007, for the Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan for a thorough discussion of the existing environment. Additional CEQA
dncuments incorporated by reference include the City's Integrated Resource Plan EiR certified in December 2007, and the LA
County's Los Angeles River Master Plan adopted in 1596,

PROJECT LOCATION:
he pmv;siansof hts ordlnanceshail'appiy to all propemes Iocated genera[t wrthm apprcx:maie!y 25()0 of the Los Angeies vaer

AREA PLANNING COMMISSION: JCERTIFIED NEIGHBORHOOD

COMMUNITY PLAN AREA:

MULTIPLE ' CITYWIDE COUNCIL:
STATUS: t CITYWIDE
W

Does Conform to Plan

C] Does NOT Conform {o Flan

MAX. DENSITY/INTENSITY

EXISTING ZONING: ALLOWED BY ZONING:

MULTIPLE (VARIES)

MAX. DENSITY/ANTENSITY . N
GENERAL PLAN LAND USE: ALLOWED BY PLAN ’;gg“’” Adjacent:
MULTIPLE DESIGNATION:

MULITPLE (VARIES)

PROPOSED PROJECT DENSITY

N/A
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Determination (To Be Compleied By Lead Agency)
On the basis of this initial evaluation:

wt } find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will be prepared.

{ find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a
significant effect in this case because revisions on the project have been made by or agreed fo by the project
proponent, A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

Hind the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT is required.

I find the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or "potentially significant unless miligated”
impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document
pursuant (o applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on earfier
anelysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is reguired, but it must
analyze anly the effects that remain to be addressed.

0

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all potentially
significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequaiely in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to
applicable standards, and (b) have been aveided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing
further is required, :

j » = v = =
/ .
%N @ City Planner {213} 978-1213
~ ‘ﬂ/ﬂ/’u\j . .

Sign:a'ture - Tille Phone

O

Evaluation OF Environmental impacts:

1. A brief explanation is required for alf answers except "No Impact” answers that are adequately supported by the information
sources a lead agency clies in the parentheses following each guestion. A "No Impact” answer is adeguately supported if the
referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one invoived (e.q., the project
falis outside a faull rupture zone). A “No Impact” answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as
well as general standards {e.g., the project will not expose sensitive receptors o poliutants based on a project-specific
screening analysis).

2. Al enswers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, cumulative as well as
project-level, indirect 2s well as direst, and construction as well as operational impacts.

3. Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may ocour, then the checklist answers must indicate
whether the impact is potentially significant, less that significant with mitigation, or less than signfficant. “"Potentially Significant
Impact” is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. if there are one or more "Potentially
Significant Impact” entries when the determination is made, an EIR is required.

4. "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated” applies where the incorporation of a mitigation
measure has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant impact” to "Less Than Significant Impact.” The lead agency must
describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect to 2 less than significant level {mitigation
measures from "Earlier Analyses,” as described in (5) below, may be cross-referenced).

5. Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an effect has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR, or negative declaration. Section 15063 (¢){3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should
identify the following:

a. Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b. Impacts Adegualely Addressed, ldentify which effects from the above checklist were within the scope of and adequately
analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by
mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

c. Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures Incorporated,” describe the
mitigation measures which were incorparated or refined from the earlier document and the extent to which they address
site-specific conditions for the project.
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1

6. Lead agencies are encouraged 1o incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for potential impacts (e.g:,
general plans, zoning ordinances), Reference fo a previously prepared or outside document should, where appropriate,
include a reference to the page or pages where the siatement Is substantiated.

7. S8upporting Information Sources: A sources list shauld be attached, and other sources used or individuals contacted should be
cited in the discussion. _

8. This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead agencies should nomally
address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a pro]ect‘s emdronmental effects in whatever format is selecfed.

9. The explanation of each issue should identify:
a. The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used fo evaluate each question; and
b. The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance.
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Environmental Factors Potemﬁaﬂﬂy Affected:

The environmenta! factors checked below would be potentially affectad by this project, involving at least one impact that is a

"Potentially Significant impact” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

200 N. 8Bpring St, 687
Los Angeles, CA 80012

AGENCY REQUIRING CHECKLIST:

Department of City Planning

PROPOSAL NAME (if Applicable):

Los Angeles River improvement Overlay (LA-RIO)

i1 AESTHETICS GREEN HOUSE GAS EMISSIONS f] POPULATION AND HOUSING
AGRICULTURE AND FOREST HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS {1 PUBLIC SERVICES
RESOURCES ~ MATERIALS [} RECREATION
AIR QUALITY HYDROLOGY AND WATER TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC
{] BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES _ QUALITY UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS
CULTURAL RESOURCES LAND USE AND PLANNING MANDATORY FINDINGS OF
["] GEOLOGY AND SOILS [_] WINERAL RESOURCES SIGNIFICANCE
NOISE
EN HT&AL $TU BY CHEC KLEST {To be completed by the Lead Cily Agency)
Background
PROPONENT NAME: PHONE NUMBER:
Department of City Planning {213) 9781213
APPLICANT ADDRESS:

DATE SUBMITTED:
10/06/2011
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Potentially
significant
impact

Potentially
significant
unless
mitigation
incorporated

Less than
significant
impact

No impact

) AESTHEﬂ(‘:g“M"

a.

Have a2 substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

b.

Substanﬁaliy damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, frees,
rock outcroppings, and historic buldings within a state scenje highway?

(-9

Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its
surraundings?

o,

Create a new source of substantial ight or glare which would adversely affect
day or nighttime views in the area?

i

AGRICULTURE AND FOREST RESOURCES

a

*

Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmiand, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources
Agency, to nonagriculural use?

Carflict with existing zoning for agrlcufturai use or a W!Esamson Act coniract?

Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined
in Public Resotrces Code section 12220(g)), fimberland (as defined by Public
Rasources Code section 4528), or timberand zoned Timberland Production

j(as defined by Government Code section 51104(g))?

Resui nthe 058

forest iand or convers;on of forest land to nun«foresi usa'?

. finvaive ather changes inthe exastmg erviconment whu:h due to their location

of nature, could result in conversion of Farmiand, to non—agncuﬁura] use or
conversion of forest land to non—furest use?

YN ONY NN

L AIR QUALITY

a. Conﬂ;ct wrth or obstruct tmpiementahon of the applicable air qual:ty plan”

b. [Vioiate any air quallty standard or contribute substantially to an existing or
projected air qualily violation? o

¢. {Result in a cumulatively considerabie net increase of any eriteria polutant for
which the project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state
ambient air qualily standard {including releasing emissicns which exceed
quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors)?

d. iExpose sensifive receptors io subs’cantxal pouutant concentrations?

1]

. 1Create ob;ectuonabie odars affectmg 4 substanttai number of pespie’?

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

-]

. iHave a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat

modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or speclal
status spadles in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and Game or U.8. Fish and Wildliife Service?

b

&

Have a-substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensifive
natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or
by the California Department of Fish and Game or US Fish and Wiidlife
Service?

.

H

Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined
by Saction 404 of the Clean Water Aat (including, but not limited to, marsh,
vernal pool, coastal, efc,) through direct remaval, illing, hydrologicai
interruption, or other means?

. i interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory

fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildiife
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

22

T

Conflict with any local policies or ordinancas protecting biological resources,
such as a trea preservation policy or ordinance?

Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Community Canservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state
hahitat conservation plan?

R A R LRV

V.

CULTURAL RESOURGES

ENV-20067-3037-ND
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Potentially
significant
impact

Potentially
significant
uniess
mitigation
corporated

Less than
significant
impact

Mo impact

a. iCause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical
resource as defined in § 15064.57

b. 1Cause a substantial adverse change in the sigr;iﬁ;:;nce of an archasological
jresource pursuant fo § 15064.57

¢. § Direcily or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological rasource or site or
unigue geologic feature?

d-. Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal
cemeteries?

V1. GEOLOGY AND SOILS

a. | Extpose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including
the risk of loss, injury, or death involving: Rupture of a known earthguake
fault, as defineated on the most recent Alguist-Priclo Earthquake Fault Zoning
Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on other substantial
evidehce of a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and Geclogy Special
Publication 42.

AR RIEIEY RS

b. | Expose pecple or skructures fo pofential substantial adverse effects, including
the risk of loss, injury, or death involving: Strong seismic ground shaking?

h

e. | Expose people or stiuciures fo potential substantial adverse effects, Including
the risk of loss, injury, or death involving: Seismic-refated ground failure,
including liquefaction?

. Expuse people or structures fo batemtia! substantial adverse effects, including
the risk of loss, injury, or death involving: Landsiides?

2. JResult in substantial soif erosion or the loss of topsoil?

f. | Be located on a geologiclah‘ftug}uégﬂ that is unstable, or that would become
unstable as a result of the project, and pelentially result in on- or off-site
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?

d. i Be iocated on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform
Building Code (1884), creating substartial risks to e or property?

h. { Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of seplic tanks or
alternative waste water disposal systems whete sewers are not available for
the disposal of waste water?

VRV SR

VIL. GREEN HOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

a, | Generate greenhouse gas emissions, efther directly or indirectly, that may
have a significant impact on the environment?

b. {Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose
of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases?

VIl HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

a. §Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment threugh the
routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materlals?

h. i Create a significant hazard o the public or the environment through
reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of
hazardous materals into the environment?

¢. § Emit hazardous emissions or handie hazardous or acutely hazardous
materials, substances, or wasie within one-quarter mile of an existing or
proposed school?

WYY TN

d. § Be located on a site which Is inciuded on a list of hazardous materials sites
compiled pursuant o Govaernment Code Section 65862.5 and, as a result,
would it create a significant hazard to the public or the environment?

&. {For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan
has not been adopted, within two miles of a public alrport or public use
airport, would the project result in a safety hazard for peopie residing or
working in the project area’?

f. iFor a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project result in
a safely hazard for people residing or werking in the project area?

g. {impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

NS
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Potentially
significant
jmpact

Potentially
significant
unjess
mitigation
incorporated

Less than
significant
impact

No impa‘ct

. iExpose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death

invalving wildland fires, including where wildlands are adiacent to urbanized
ar@as ar where residences are intermixed with wildlands?

v

X, HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

a.

Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements?

. { Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with

groundwater recharge such that there would be a net deficit in aqguifer volume
or a fowering of the local groundwater table level (e.g., the production rate of
preexisting nearby wells would drop to & fevel which would not support
existing fand uses or planned uses for which pernits have been granted)?

VA

Substantially alier the existing drainage pattern of the site or ares, including

thraugh the alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a manner which
would result in substantial erosion or Sfttation of-or off-sita?

Substantially alter the existing dramag& pattern of tha site or area including
ihrough the alteration of the course of a siream or river, or substantially
increase the rate or amount of surface runeff in a manner which wouid result
|n ﬂoodmg an- or ofi-site?

- ICreafe or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing

of planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additionsl
sources of polluted runoff?

: Otherwsse substant;al!y deg réde water quai:ty’?

- iPlace housmg thhm 21 GO—year flood hazard area as mapped on a federal

Fiood Hazard Boundary or Flood lnsurance Rate Map or other flood hazard
delineation map?

Place within a 1 On-year flood hazard area structures which would impede ar

. redlreci fiooci ﬁows’P

. Elxpas& peopie or structures o a s:gmﬁcant nsk of loss, injury or death

involving flooding, including flooding as a result of the faa[ure of a levee or

gelam?

R Enundaﬁbn by se:che tsunamr or mudfiow’? ™

. LAND USE AND PLANNING

. Physmaily divide an established community?

orF B EME vk

. 1Conflict with any app[xcabie land usa plan, policy, or regulation of an agency

with jurisdiction aver the project (including, but not limited fo the general plan,
specific plan, iocal coastal program, or zoning ordinance) adopted for the
purpose of avoiding or mifigating an environmental effect?

c.

Conflict with any applicable habitat conservatlon plan or natural commumty
conservation plan?

X &

MINERAL RESOURCES

a.

Result in the loss of avallability of a known mineral resource that wotld be of
value fo the region and the residents of the state?

b.

Resuilt in the loss of availabilify of a locally important mineral resource
recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or other land
use plan?

MR U R A VIR I Y Y

Xl NOISE

a.

Exposure of persons to or generation of nolse levels in excess of standards
established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable
standards of other agencies?

i Exposure of persons to or geheration of excessive groundborne vibration or

groundborne noise levals?

A substantial permanent increase irt ambient noise levels in the project
vicinity above lavels existing without the prolect?

. 1A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient hoisa levels in the

project vicinity above levels existing without the project?

WANY S
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Potentially
significant
impact

Potentially
significant
unfess
mifigation
incorporated

Less than
significant
impact

No impact

For a project iocated within an alrport fand use plan or, where such & plan
has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use
airport, would the proiect expose people residing or warking in the project
area to excessive noise levels?

¥

For a project within the vicinily of a private sirstrip, would the project expose
people residing or working in the project area fo excessive noise fevels?

X1l

1. POPULATION AND HOUSING

a.

Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly (for example,
by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through
extension of roads or other infrastructurs)?

b,

Displace substantial numbers of exdsting housing, necessitating the
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

c.

Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the construction of
replacermnent housing elsewhere?

XIV, PUBLIC SERVICES

a.

Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacis associated
with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilifies, need for
new or physically altered governmental facilifies, the cunstruction of which
could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable
sarvice rafios, response fimes or other performance objectives for any of the

1public services: Fire protection?

NIENS NS

. iWould the project result in substantial Iédvarse physical impacts assoclated

with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for
new or physically alfered governmental facilities, the construction of which
could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain aceeptable
senvice ratios, response times or other parformance objectives for any of the
public services: Police protection?

%

&

Would the project result in substantial adverse physicat impacts assotialed
with the provision of new or physically altered governmentat facilities, need for
new or physically aliered governmenial facilifies, the construction of which
colid cause significant envirenmential impacts, in arder to maintain accepiable

service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for any of the

public services: Schools?

. iWould the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associasted

with the provision of new or physically sltered governmental faciiities, need for
new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which
could cause significent envirenmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable
setvice ratios, response times or other performance objectives for any of the
public services: Parks?

. iWould the project resulf in substantial adverse physical impacts associated

with the provision of new or physically altered governtmental facilities, need for
naw or physically altered governmeniai facilities, the construction of which
could cause significant environmental impacts, in order fo mainiain acceptable
service ratios, response imes or other performance objectives for any of the
public services: Other public faciiites?

XV. RECREATION

a.

'Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional
parks or other recreational faciliies such that substantial physical
deterioration of the facility would occur of be accelersted?

b.

Boes the project include récreational facilities or require the construction or
expansion of recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical
effect on the environment?

XVL TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC

.

Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy establishing measures of
effectiveness for the performance of the circulation system, teking inte account
all modes of transportation including mass transit and non-motorized travel
and relevant compenents of the circulation systemn, including but not limited fo
infersections, streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths,

gand mass fransit?

ENV-2007-3037-ND
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Potentially
significant
impact

Potentially
significant
unless
mitigation
incorporated

Less than
significant
impact

No impact

b, }Conflict with an applicable congestion management program, including, but

standards established by the county congestion management agency for
designated roads or highways?

not mited to leve! of service standards and travel demand measures, or other

¢. |Resultin 2 change in air traffic pattems including efther an increase in traffic
levels or a change in location that results in substantial safety risks?

d subs’ranhasty increase hazards due fo 2 design feature (e.g., sharp curves or
dangerous infersections) or incompatible uses {e.g., farm equment)?

e. jResulf in madequate emergency accass?

G{mﬂ;c’{ w:th adopted policies, plans, or pragrams regarding pubi:c fransit,
bicycle, or pedestrian fadilities, or otherwise decrsese the performance or
safaty of such facilities suppor&z’ng alternative fransportation {(e.q., bus
tumouts, bicycle racksj?

NN Y S

XVii, UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

a. Exoeed wastewater treatment reqwrements of the applicable Reglonal Water
Quality Controf Board?

h Raqmre ar result in the constructmn of new waier or wastewater treztment
faciiities or expansion of existing facilities, the construstion of which could
cause significant environmental effects?

c. Requlre or result in the constrliction of new stcr*m water dramage facilities or
expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant enwronme.\nta! eﬁects’?

d. IFave sufficient water supphes available to serve the project from existing
entitlemnents and resources, or are new or expanded enfifiements needed?

or may serve the project that it has adequate capacily ¥ serve the project’s
projected demand in addition {o the provider's existing commitments?

e Resuh ina determmaiion by the wastewater treatment provider which serves T

T. {Be served by 2 landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the
project's salid waste disposal neads?

g. | Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to sofid
waste?

XVill. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

a. i Does the project have the poieﬁnal fo degrade the qua tty of the environment,
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildiife species, cause a fish or
wildlife population fo drop bslow self-sustaining levals, threaten to eliminate a
plant or animal community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare
or endangerad plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major
periods of California history or prehistory?

AR RUERURN AR AR

considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremeniaf
sffects of a project are considerable when viewed in cannection with the
effects of past projects, the effects of other cusrent projects, and the effects of
probable future projects)?

b. | Does the project have impacs that are individually fimited, but cumulatively  §

<

. § Goes the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings, either direclly or indirectly?

¥

Note: Authority cited: Sections 21083, 21083.05, Public Resources Code, Reference: Saction 65088.4, Gov. Code; Sections 21080,
21083.08, 21095, Pub. Resources Code; Eureka Cliizens for Responsible Govi. v. Ciy of Eureka (2007) 147 Cal.App.4th 357; Protect
the Historic Amador Waterways v. Amador Waler Agency (2004) 116 Cal.App.4th at 1108; San Franciscans Upholding the Downfown

Plan v. City and County of San Francisco (2002) 102 Cal.App.4th 856,
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DISCUSSION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION (Attach additional sheets if necessary)

The Environmentat Impact Assessment includes the use of officlal City of Los Angeles and other government source reference
materials related to various environmental impact categories (e.g., Hydrolegy, Air Quality, Biology, Cultural Resources, etc.). The State
of Califarnia, Depariment of Conservation, Division of Mines and Geology - Selsmic Mazard Maps and reports, are used to identify
potential future significant seismic evenis; including probable magnitudes, liguefaction, and landslide hazards. Based on applicant
information provided in the Master Land Use Application and Environmental Assessment Form, impact evaliaiions were based on
stated facts contained therein, including but not limited to, reference malerials indicated above, field investigation of the project site,
and any other reliable reference materials known at the time.

Project specific impacts were evaluated based on all relevant facts indicated in the Environmental Assessment Form and expressed
through the applicant's project description nd supportive materials, Both the Initial Study Checkiist and Checklist Explanations, in
conjunction with the City of Los Angeles’'s Adopied Thresholds Guide and CEQA Guidelines, were used tc reach reasonablae
conciusions on environmental impacts as mandated under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

The project as identified in the project description will not cause potentially significant impacts on the envirenment, Therafore, this
environmental analysis concludes that a Negative Declaration shall be Issued for the environmental case file known as ENV-2007-3037-
ENV-2007-3037-NDand the associated case(s), CPC-2007-3036-CA .

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

All supporting documents and references are contained in the Environmental Case File referenced above and may be viewed in the
EHR Unit, Room 783, City Halt.

For City infarmation. addresses ahd phone numbers: visit the City's website at hitp://fsww lacity.org ; City Planning - and Zoning
information Mapping Automated System (ZIMAS) cityplanning.lacity.org/ or EIR Unit, City Hall, 200 N Spring Street, Room 763.

Seismic Hazard Maps - hitp//gmw.consrv.ca.govishmp/
Engineering/Infrastructure/Topographic Maps/Parcel Information - hitp: fiboemaps eng.cl.la.ca.us/index01.bim or
City's main website under the heading "Navigate LA".

PREPARED BY: I TITLE: TELEPHONE NO.: DATE:

CLAIRE BOWIN City Planner {213) 978-1213 08/2712011
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impact?

Explanation

Mitigation
Measures

APPENDIX A: ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS EXPLANATION TABLE

No impacts are anticipated. The region of
influence for visual resources includes the
Los Angeles River, a half-mile on either
gside of the river and surrounding areas.
The LA-RIO area fraverses the Los
Angeles Basin, from the San Fernando
Valley and eastern Los Angeles County,
through Central Los Angeles. It passes
through a highly urbanized area of the
Los Angeles County. Residential
neighborhoods, commercial and industrial
districts, office buildings, and
transportation corridors, such as
Interstates 5 and 710 and rallways, are
included in the district. Open spaces,
where development is limited and
vegetation dominates the landscape, are
limited. The LA-RIQ itself would impose
design standards in the RIO that would
improve aesthetics.

There are no roadways within the region
of influence that are part of California’s
Scenic Highway Program.

This property lies adjacent fc the Los
Angeles River and development
regulations must be incorperated into the
project to ensure consistency with the
City's efforts for its revitalization.

I. AESTHETICS
a. [NOIMPACT
b. INOIMPACT
c. INOIMPACT
d. |NOIMPACT

Light associated with the wban
infrastructure #Huminates the sky
throughout the entire metropolitan area
{City of Los Angeles 2008). Most areas
throughout are fully developed with street
lighting or commercial/indusirial lighting.
The ordinance would impose further
lighting regulations to reduce jight
poliution.

Il. AGRICULTURE AND FOREST RESOURCES

NO IMPACT

ENV-2007-3037-ND

No impacts are anticipated. The Los
Angeles County Important Farmiand
information indicates that the River
Corridor is primarily classified as Urhan
and Built-Up Land. GiS data for
2004-2005 from the California
Bepariment of Conservation, Division of
Land Resource Prateclion, Farmland
Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP)
indicates that Prime and Unique
Farmlands exist on the grounds of Pierce

College, to the southeast of the Canocga
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Impact?

Explanation

Mitigation
heasures

Park in the Woodland Hills area. The
same source information identifies Prime
Farmlands fo the south and the northeast
of the Sepulveda Basin in the Encinc
area, Agriculture was at one time a major
activity in the San Fernando Valley, both
upsiream and downstream of Sepulveda

|Reservoir, but it declined sharply between

1946 and the early 1870s, as urban
growth in the valley displaced the existing
farmiand. In its 1988 Water Conirol
Manual for Sepulveda Basin, the
LLS.Army Corps of Engineers {Corps)
stated that it leased about 340 acres of
Sepulveda Reservoir Land fo commercial
agricufture for production of corn, alfalfa,
and other fruck crops {Corps 1888).
Current GIS data of FMMA indicates that
there are how approximaiely 170 acres of
prime farmlands around Sepulveda Basin
(DLRP 20056a). No other lands
designated as Prime Farmiand, Linique
Farmland, Farmiand of Statewide
Importance, or Farmiand of Local
Importance exist within the LA-RIO,

b, [NO IMPACT

The ordinance would not result in the loss
of farmm land or other visble agricultural
resources. The ordinance does not
change zoning.

¢ INO IMPACT

The ordinance would not resul in the loss
of farm land or other viable agriculturai
rasources, becalse presently, there is no
farmiand within the boundaries of the
LA-RIO, and the ordinance does not
change zoning.

d. iNO IMPACT

The ordinance would not result in the loss
of forest land, because there is no forest
land within the boundaries of the LA-RID

e, [NO WMPACT

The ordinance would not result in the loss
of farm land or other viable agricultural
resources, because there is no farmiand
or forest land within the LA-RIO
boundaries.

L AIR QUALITY

a. [NO IMPACT

The ordinance does not propose o
conflict with or obstruct the
implementation of the SCAGMD or
Congestion Management Plan. The
ordinance imposes RIO development
regulations on all new projects; these
regulations (landscaping, screening,
lighting, river access) do not have an
effect on air qualily.

ENV-2007-3037-ND

Page 13 of 22




Explanation

Mitigation
Measures

Impact?

NG IMPACT -

The ordinance does nof propose to
deviate fram any applicable air quaility
regulations or pelicies. The ordinance
imposes RIO development regulations on
all néw projects; these regulations
(landscaping, screening, lighting, river
acecess) do not have an effect on air

quality.

NO IMPACT

The ordinance would not resultin a
cumulatively considerable net increase of
any criteria poliutant. The ordinance
imposes RIO development regutations on
all new projects; these regulations
{landscaping, screening, lighting, river
access) do not have an effect on air
quality.

NO IMPACT

The ordinance will not expase sensitive
receptors to substantial poflutant
concenfrations. The ordinance imposes
RIO development regulations on all new
projects; these regulations {(fandscaping,
screening, lighting, river access) do not
have an effect on air quality. ’

NO IMPACT

This ordinance will not create
abjectionable odors. The ordinance
imposes RIO development regulations on
all new projects; these regulations
{landscaping, screening, lighting, river
access) do not have an effact on air

quality,

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

a.

NO IMPACT

The area is urban and buitt-out. The
ordinance does not have a negative effect
on any species ldentifled as a a
candidate, sensitive, or special status
species. The RIO native plant
development regulations wilf result in
additional habitat area,

NO IMPACT

The ordinance does not have a negative
effect on riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural communily, The RIO
native plant development regidations will
result in additional habitat area,

NO IMPACT

The ordinance wilt not result in direct
remaval, filling, hydrological interruption,
or other means.

NO IMPACT

The ordinance will not interfere
substantially with the movement of any
native resident or migratory fish or wildiife
species or with established native
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native wildlife nursery

sifes. ‘

ENV-2007-3037-ND
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impact?

Explanation

Mitigation
Measures

e, INO IMPACT

The ordinance does hot conflict with any
local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources. The ordinance
imposes RIO development regulations on
all new projects; these regulations
{landscaping, screening, lighting, river
access) do not have a negative effect on
biological resotrces.

f. {NO IMPACT

The ordinance does not conflict with the
provisions of an adopted Habitat
Consgervation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved
local, regional, or state habifat
conservation plan. The ordinance
impases RIO development regulations an
all new projects; these regulations
{landscaping, screening, lighting, river
access) do not have an effect on
biclogical resources, .

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES

a. INOIMPACT

Impacts are less than significant because
changes o the project require
discretionary action and the case will be
individually analyzed by the Decision
Maker.

b, NG BPACT

The ordinance imposes RIO development
ragutations on alf new projects; these
requlations (landscaping, screening,
lighting, river access) do not have an
effect on archaeological resources,

c. |NOIMPACT

The ordinance does hot directly or
indirectly destroy a unigue paleontological
resource or site or unigue geologic
feature.

d. NGO IMPACT

The ordinance does not disturb any
hurnan remains, including those interred
outside of formal cemeleties.

Vi. GEOLOGY AND BOILS

a. {NOIMPACT

All areas within the State of California are
subject fo potentially catastrophic seismic
events, However, the site is not within an
Alguist-Priolo Fault Zone,

b. {NOIMPACT

All areas within the State of California are
subject fo potentially catastrophic setsmic
svents. However, the sife is not within an
Alguist-Priclo Fault Zone.

¢ |LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

ENV-2007-3037-ND

Of the 32 miles the LA River fraverses
through the City of LA, approximately 28
ars within liguefiable or potentiajly
liqueflable areas and all new construction
within these areas must conform to
current seismic and geelogic construction
standards. The ordinance itself does not
grant deveiopmenti rights for any
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o : BMitigation
Impact? Explanation Measures

development.

d. INGIMPACT Development on the site is subject fo the
requirements of the Los Angeles
Municipal Code (Building Code). A Soils
Repott is required fo be submitted fo the
Department of Building and Safety for
review prior ta any grading activities. The
ordinance itself does not grant
development rights for any development.

e. INO IMPACT Soil erosion could occur on the site.
However, construction related activities
are regulated by the City's Building Code
and permit requirements. Construction
controls for erosion are required as a
matier of law. The ordinance itself does
not grant development rights for any
development.

f. NGO IMPACT ' The site is not known to contain unsiable
geclogical units or seil conditions, The
ordinance itself does not grant
development rights for any development.

g. [NO IMPACT The site does not contain expansive soil
condition, as defined in Table 18-1-B of
the Uniform Building Code (1884}, and
the ordinance itself does not grant
development rights for any development.,

h. [NO IMPACT The ordinance doas not involve the use of
septic tanks or other alternative waste
water disposal systems.

VH. GREEN HOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

a. INGIMPACT The ordinance will not resultin a .
' ‘ cansiderable contribution to greenhouse
emissions.
h. {NO IMPACT ' The ordinance does not propose 1o

deviate from any standard, policy or
regulation for greenhouse gas emissions.

Viil. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

a. {NOIMPACT The ordinance may potentiafly bring
increased number of people {o additional
recreational areas within LA-RIO district,
However, the project would also
decrease, through more intense
development regulations and design
guidelines, the possibility of expasure to
hazardous materials. .

b, INOIMPACT The ordinance does not involve the use
u or storage of hazardous substances.
c. {NO IMPACT The ordinace does not involve the use or

storage of hazardous substances.

ENV-2007-3037-ND | | Page 16 of 22




Impact?

Explanation

 Mitigation
Measures

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

Checked databases indicate litlle
possibility of impacts despile existence of
sites of concern within the LA-RIO area.
The ordinance would not result in
additional hazard 1o the public or the
environment with regard fo hazardous
materials, '

NO IMPACT

The project site is not located within an
airport land use plan area.

NO IMPACT

‘The project is not located near any
private airports.

NO IMPACT

The project site Is not subject to any
emergency evacuation plan.

NO IMPACT

The project site is not located within an
area prone {o fire hazards.

X, HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

a.

NO IMPACT

The ordinance will not viclate any waier
quality standards or waste discharge
reguirements. The LA-RIO ehcourages
the minimization of stormwater runoff by
encouraging a greater degree of onsite
detention, refention and infiltration of
stormwster through the native
landscaping regulations in the RIO,

NO IMPACT

The ordinance will not substantially
deplete groundwater supplies or interfers
substantially with groundwater recharge.
The LA-RIO encourages the minimization
of stormwater runoff by encouraging a
greater degree of cnsite detention,
raiention and infiliration of stormwater
through the native landscaping
regulations in the RIO.

NO IMPACT

The ordinance would not involve the
alteration of any streams, creeks, rivers or
any other watercourse. The LA-RIO
encourages the minimization of
stormwater runoff by encouraging a
greater degree of onsite detention,
retention and infiltration of stormwater
through the native landscaping
regulations In the RIO.

NO IMPACT

The ordinance would not involve the
alteration of any streams, creeks, rivars or
any other watercourse. The LA-RIO
encourages the minimization of
stormwater runoff by encouraging a
greater degree of onsite detention,
retention and infiltration of stormwater
through the native landscaping
regulations in the RIO,

ENV-2007-3037-ND
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Impact?

. Explanation

Mitigation
Measures

NO IMPACT

The ordinance would not involve the
alteration of any sfreams, creeks, rivers or
any other watercourse. The LA-RIO
encourages the minimization of
stormwater runoff by encouraging a
greater degree of onsite detention,
retention and infiltration of stormwater
through the native landscaping
reguiations in the RIO.

NO IMPACT

Any future projects within the area are
required to comply with the Standard
Urban Stormwater Mitigation Plan
(SUSMPY.

NO IMPACT

The ordinance does not place housing.

NO IMPACT

The ordinance does not place structures.

NO IMPACT

The LA-RIO plan does not grant
development rights on land that is
currently not zoned for development,
Futther, the LA-RIO does not change or
restrict existing zoning, land use, or
infensity of land use. Additionally, the
LA-RIO plan area is adjacent fo, but does
not include, the Los Angeles River.

)

NO IMPACT

See above,

X. LAND USE AND PLANNING

a.

NO IMPACT

Imipact of this project is only positive in
reference to {and use impacts by
sonnecting communities o the Los
Angeles River,

NO IMPACT

Within the boundaries of the LA-RIO
there are presently two Specific Plans,
two Community Design Overlay Districts
{CD0s), two Streefscape Plans, one
Pedestrian Oriented District (PCD), and
four Community Redevelopment Agency
of Los Angeles (CRA/LA)Y Redevelopment
Project Areas. The Specific Plans are
Warner Center and the
Ventura/Cahuenga Boulevard Corridor,
The COs are Downtown Canoga Park
and Commercial Corridar Canoga Park.
Tha Streetscaps Plans inciude Sherman
Oaks and Studlo City — Cahuenga Pass.
The POD is the Atwater Village POD. The
CRAI/LA project areas are
Reseda/Canoga Park, Chinatown, Cenlral
Industrial, and Adelante Eastside. Cther
plans may apply io projects within the

{ A-RIO boundaries. Projects are required
to stay consistent with all applicabie plans
and meet the strictest requirement in the
case of multiple guidelines and/or

ENV-2007-3037-ND

standards. There is no upzoning involved.
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Impact?

Mitigation
Measures

‘ Explanation

NO IMPACT

The ordinance does not conflict with any
applicable habitat conservation plan or
natural community conssrvation plan,

Kb MINERAL RESOURCES

&,

NO IMPACT

Properties located in the district are not
subject to a Mineral Resources Zone.

NO IMPACT

The ordinance will not result in the loss of
availability of a locally-important mineral
resource recovery site delineated on a
local general plan, specific plan or other
land use plan.

Xil. NOISE

&.

NO IMPACT

The ordinance will not result in exposure
of persens to or generation of noise levels
in excess of standards established in the
local genaral plan or noise ordinance, or
applicable standards of other agenties

NO IMPACT

The ordinance will not result in exposure
of persons to or generation of excessive
groundgborne vibration or groundbome
noise levels.

NO IMPACT

The ordinance will not resultin a
substantial permanent increase in
ambient noise levels in the project vicinily

_ |above levels existing without the

ordinance.

NQ IMPACT

Noise created during any construction will
be temporary and in cornpliance with the
muricipal code, which restricts the hours
during which construction can occur. The
ordinance itself does not result in an
construction. -

NO IMPACT

The project is nof located near any
airport.

NQO IMPACT

The project is not located near any
airport.

Kill.

PGPULATION AND HOUSING

NO IMPACT

The LA-RIO ordinance will not have any
deleterious impact on population and
housing. The ordinance only imposes
desigh regulations, beyond any existing
standards, on potential fulure projects.

NO IMPACT

The LA-RIO ordinance does not displace
axisting housing; the ordinance only
imposes design regulations on new
developments.

NO IMPACT

The LA-RIO ordinance does not displace
substantial numbers of people, and it will
not have any deleterious impact on
population and housing. The ordinance
only imposes design regulations on any
future projects,

ENV-2007-3037-ND
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impact?

Explanation

Mitigation
Measures

XiV. PUBLIC SERVICES

a. |NO IMPACT

No deleterious impacts are anticipated.
The design standards imposed by the
ordinance will not increase response time
or other negative impacts 1o fire services.

b. |NOIMPACT

Police services are adequate fo cover
services required. The design regulations
in the ordinance would not increase
response time or cause negative impacts
ta police services.

c. {NO IMPACT

No impact is anficipated. Any projecis in
the area will continue to pay school fees
as part of the required fees paid during
the permitting process.

d. |NO IMPACT

The impasition of design regulations by
the ordinance will enhance public
recreation in the LA-RIO district, and
projects in the area will continue to be
required o pay any applicable fees for
park and recraation facilities,

e [NOIMPACT

No impacts are anticipated. The
ordinance would not cause impacts to
roads or other government services, as it
only imposes design regulations on new
davelopments.

XV. RECREATION

a. ILESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

Project may bring increased number of
neople to additional recreational areas
within LA-RIO district. However,
measures in ordinance are not expected
tey result in reduced access to or
fimitations o the use of recreational
resources in the River Corridor and
vicinity, and measures may resull in direct
beneficial recreational impacts by
providing new recreation resources and
capacity. Less than significant impacts are
anticipated with implementation of the
ordinance.

b. |NO IMPACT

Not applicable. The ordinances does not
include the construction of recrestional
facilities.

XVvi. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC
a. [NO BMPACT :

No impacts anticipated. The ordinance,
which imposes design regulations on new
develppments, does not conflict with
present transportationraffic plans. The
ordinance may reduce traffic levels by
encouraging bicycle travel and walking
along the Los Angeles River and the
neighboring areas adiacent to the River,

ENV-2007-3037-ND
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impact?

Explanation

Mitigation
Measures

b, INOIMPACT

No impacts anficipated. The ordinance,
which imposes design regulations on new
developmenis, does not have an effect on
traffic and does not conflict with an
applicable congestion management
program. The ordinance may reduce
traffic levels by encotraging bicycle fravel
and walking along the Los Angeles River
and the neighboring areas adjacent fo the
River,

o.  |NGIMPACT No impacts anticipated. The ordinance
does not directly or indirectly result in a
change in air iraffic patterns.

d. (NC IMPACT No impacts anticipated. The ordinance

does not increase hazardous design
features or incompatible uses. The
ordinance imposes development
ragtlations, beyond anhy existing
standards, on potential future projects.

e. [NO IMPACT

This property lies adjacent to the Los
Angeles River and appropriate design
guidelines must be incorporated into the
project to ensure public and emergency
access.

i INOCIMPACT No impacts anticipated. The LARIO is g
somplimentary ordinance o the LA 2010
Bicycle Plan.

AVIL. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

a. [NOMPACT

No impacts are anticipated. The
ardinance will hot exceed wastewater
treatment requirements, The ordinance
imposes design regulations, beyond any
existing standards, on potential fulure
projects.

b. INC IMPACT

No impacts are anficipated. The
ordinance does not have an effect on
water or wastewater treatment facilities.
The native plant reguirements in the
ordinance may actually slow stormwater
runoff and reduce the need for water or
wastewsater ireaiment.

e.  [NO IMPACT

Mo impacts are anticipated. The
ordinance, through native landscaping
requirements, will reduce the need for
new storm water drainage facilities.

d. |NO IMPACT

No impacts are anticipated. The
ordinance does not grant new or
expanded entillements.

e |NOIMPACT

No impects are anticipated. The
ordinance will ot result in ah increase in
demand for wastewater freatment. The
native plant requirements in the ordinance
may reduce demand for wastewaler

freatmeni.

ENV-2007-3037-ND

Page 21 of 22




Impact?

Explanation

Mitigation
Measures

NO IMPACT

No impacts are anticipated. The
ordinance does nof increase solid waste
disposal needs. The ordinance imposes
design regulations, beyond any existing
standards, on potential future projects,

NO IMPACT

Ne impacts are anticipated. The
ordinance doses not concern solid waste,
and it will not have an effect on
compliance with federal, state, and local
statutes and regulations related fo solid
waste.

3

. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIF

ICANCE

NO IMPACT

Na impacts are anticipated. The
ordinance has the potential to improve

the quality of environment and ihcrease

the habltat of a fish or wildlife species by
imposing design regulations, such as
native plant requirements, on new
projects. ‘

NO IMPACT

The ordinance imposes development
reguiations, heyond any existing
standards, on potential future projects,
Baseline conditions would remain
unchanged. No significant curmulative
impacts are anticipated.

NO IMPACT

The ordinance imposes development

" regulations, beyond any existing

standards, on pofential future projects,
Therefore, the ordinance itself does not
have environmental effects that will cause
adverse seffacts on human beings, aither
directly or indirectly.

ENV-2007-3037-ND
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