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June 30, 2014 

Planning and Land Use ~lanagement Committee 
Councilman Jose Huizar 
Councilman Gil Cedillo 
Councilman Mitch Englander 

Subject: Los Angeles River Improvement Overlay (LA-RIO) 
Council File Number 12-0096-Sl 

The Tarzana Property Owners Association has long been a strong supporter of efforts to improve 
the Los Angeles River. We submitted a letter with specific comments on the proposed 
establishment of River Improvement Overlay Districts and the Los Angeles River Improvement 
Overlay District on January 13, 2014. In that letter we expressed concern with a number of the 
provisions of the proposed ordinance. We are pleased to see that our concern with excessive 
restrictions on permissible plants and the extension of the outer boundary to include significant 
portions of the Tarzana business district along Ventura Boulevard have been positively 
addressed. We are still somewhat concerned, however, with two proposed provisions: 

Size of the LA-RIO. The size of the specific LA RIO is much too large. It encompasses .. 
the entire length of the river. Specific implementations of general ordinances are meant 
to consider specific areas, not the entire City! The specifics of river adjacent 
development, river access, and potential for public use of the river vary considerably in 
different areas. We suggest establishing specific RIOs for uniquely different river areas. 
Width of the LA-RIO. The width of the LA-RIO boundary is still too large. In Tarzana 
and the immediately adjacent areas it extends about three quarters of a mile from the LA 
River in some cases. A property located that far away does not affect the river and is not 
affected by it. How would a resident in an apartment on Sherman Way, a major 
thoroughfare in the Valley, relate to the river? As an example, we suggest that for the 
portion of the LA-RIO in and adjacent to Tarzana, from Winnetka Avenue to White Oak 
A venue, the northern boundary be set at Vanowen Street, rather than Shennan Way, and 
the southern boundary along Topham Street/Oxnard Street be extended to White Oak 
Avenue rather than to suddenly jump to the 101 Freeway between Lindley Avenue and 
White Oak. These are Tarzana specific recommendations; other areas of the City may 
have similar suggestions. 

In summary, we are strongly supportive of the efforts of the Planning Department and the City 
Attorney's Office to develop a viable LA-RIO and suggest that consideration be given to the 

~;~ 
David R. Garfinkle 
President, Tarzana Property Owners Association 

www. tarzanaproQertvowners. org 
Post Office Box 571448, Tarzana, California, 91357~1448 
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July 1, 2014 

Planning & Land Use Management Committee 
Los Angeles City Council 
200 N. Spring St 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Re: Support- LA River Improvement Overlay (RIO) District and first RIO District 

Dear Committee Chair Huizar, 

On behalf of the Los Angeles River Revitalization Corporation, I write to express our 
support for the establishment of a new Supplemental Use District called the Los 
Angeles River Improvement Overlay (RIO) District and the first RIO District for the 
Los Angeles River, as proposed in the LA River Revitalization Master Plan (LARRMP). 
The enabling ordinance and first district (LA-RIO) are excellent mechanisms to ensure 
the health of the LA River watershed. In addition, we see the Supplemental Use 
District and resulting RIO District as tools that will help: (1) make connections from 
river-adjacent property to river parks and green ways, (2) support native habitat, and 
(3) promote pedestrian and bicycle access to the river. 

As you know, the Los Angeles River Revitalization Corporation (LA River Corp) is a 
non-profit venture charged with catalyzing sustainable development along the Los 
Angeles River. We apply an entrepreneurial approach to the implementation of the 
Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan (LARRMP), our blueprint to restore the 
river's ecological functions and transform it into a valuable, celebrated resource for 
the City. 

The LA River Corp believes the first RIO District (LA-RIO) will help implement the 
LARRMP by focusing on the establishment of a distinct, sustainable environment in 
the river's surrounding neighborhoods, including guidelines for both private property 
and public rights-of-way. One of the major benefits of the LA-RIO is that the majority 
of the guidelines proposed are low-cost, low-tech solutions that will result in long­
term region-wide quality oflife improvements for communities along the LA River 
corridor. 

It is vital that you support the RIO ordinances to enable the city to better coordinate 
land use development all along the city's 32-mile corridor of the LA River. Now is the 
time given the US Army Corps of Engineer's recommendation of Alternative 20 and 
the large influx of both private and public investment that the LA River Corridor will 
see in the next ten to twenty years. 

Sincerely, n n 
(; ~ \U r o vJ ..llv\-0 >"\. 

Omar Brownson 
Executive Director 

LA River Revitalization Corporation 570 W Avenue 26, Suite 475 los Angeles, CA 90065 
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This is tile only ~!ublk: streei tor -6 biocks. It 
does not provide for emergency vehicle access. r 

ISSUE: LO\N FENCES 
CREATE SECURITY ISSUES FOR 
CERTAIN PROPERTIES: 

'Example: In Elysian VaUey only one public street 
connects to the river path for more than 
6 blocks. 

The c~osest access polnl for an ,emergency 
vehicle to enter the path i,n order to serve 
this set of rivertront properties is more than 
1 mile away. 

Until emergency vehacte access tssues are 
solved, lt is not app-ropriate to require 
liver adjacent properties utUize fences as low 
a 3t6j1
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