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PC DEFINITION

= A system for managing elephants that uses positive
reinforcement as the primary method to modify
behavior. Physical punishment is prohibited.

s Elephant positioning and movement are directed
through the use of targets.

= Keeper safety is achieved by elephant and keeper
position relative to each other and to a barrier.

~ m A barrier typically separates human and animal
spaces.

= Trainers function outside the elephant social hierarchy
and do not attempt to establish a position of social
dominance. |
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Elephant — Trainer Relationshi

m | rainer does not fi
into the social
hierarchy

m [rainer attempts
diminish this type of
relationship

m [rainer is not soc
dominant
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FROM HOOK




An ankus, hook, guide...

» Is used to cue and shape behavior

> Is established as an aversive stimulus
and functions as a negative reinforcer

> Is traditionally used to maintain the
trainer in a socially dominant position

- Is used to mete out physical punishment
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TO TARGET
THE TOOL FOR POSITIVE

REINFORCEMENT




A target...

> Is used to cue and shape behavior

>Is. aneutralobject the animal moves
> Is assocuated excluswely with positive
reinforcement
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PC Allows and Encourages. . .

= Choice and control
= Experimentation

The opportunity to make mistakes

= And all without negative consequences
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3 ELEMENTS OF KEEPER SAFETY

. Keeper position relative to the
elephant




3 ELEMENTS OF KEEPER SAFETY

Human and elephant position
relative to the barrier
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