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RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

MNashville, TN 37214

CASE NUMBER: CHC-2012-195-HCH
FIRESTONE TIRE BUILDING
800 S. LA BREA AVENUE

As you will note from the attached copy of our communication to the Los Angeles City Council, the
Cultural Heritage Commission has moved to include the above-referenced property in the list of Historic-
Cultural monuments, subject to adoption by the City Council.

In due course, our transmittal will be given a council file number and will be referred to the Councif’s
Planning and Land Use Management Committee for review and recommendation. f yau are interested in
attending the Council Committee meeting, you should call Sharen Gin at (213) 978-1074 for information
as fo the time and place of the Commitlee and City Council meetings regarding this matier. Please give
Ms. Gin at least one week from the date of this letter to schedule this item on the Commitiee Agenda
before you call her.

%M

Fely'C. Pipgol, Commission Executive Assistant
Cultural Heritage Commission

Attachment: CHC Declaration Letter to Council with Finding

C: Councilmember Tom LaBonge, Fourth Council District
Art Deco Sociely of Los Angeles
Charles J. Fisher
GIs



Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2012-195-HCM
ENV-2012-196-CE
HEARING DATE: April 5, 2012 Location: 800 S. La Brea Ave
TIME: 3:00 PM Council District: 4
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Community Plan Area: Wilshire
200 N. Spring Street Area Planning Commission: Centrai
Los Angeles, CA Neighborhood Council: Greater Wilshire
90012 Legal Description: FR 17, Tract TR 4642
FPROJECT: ' Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
FIRESTONE TIRE BUILDING
REGUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
APPLICANT: Art Deco Society of Los Angeles
APPLICANT'S Charles J. Fisher
REPRESENTATIVE: 140 S. Avenue 57

‘L,,os Angeles, CA 90042

OWNER: BFS Retail and Commercial Operations, LLC
535 Marriott Drive, 9" Floor .
Nashville, TN 37214

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angales Administrative Code
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 11, Section 22.171.7

2. Adopt the report findings.
MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE

Dire%g%ng

Kert Bernstein, AICP, Manager
Office of Historic Resources

EdgarGarcia, Fﬁﬁ?ﬁéewation Planner
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Appiication



Firestone Tire Building
CHC-2012-195-HCM
Page 2 of 3

FINDINGS
The building “"embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as

an example of Streamline Moderne style auto-related architecture.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”} FINDINGS

The Commission hereby recommends that Council find the proposed designation of the
Firestone Tire Building as a Historic-Cuttural Monument to be exempt from further analysis
under the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to Title 14 of the California Code of
Regulations, Sections 15308 {Class 8) and 15331 (Class 31).

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or arphitec:t whose
individual genius influenced his age. '

SUMMARY

Constructed in 1937, this one-story commercial building exhibits character-defining features of
the Streamline Moderne style. Located at the intersection of S. La Brea Ave and 8" Street, the
subject building has two primary facades at the northern and western elevations and is square
in plan. The curved northwest corner of the building creates a continuous elevation and is a
primary character-defining feature of the building. Constructed of masonry, the building exhibits
a bowstring truss roof. The western facade is highlighted by a distinctive, cantilevered overhang
that abuts the buildings south wall and the adjacent building. A large, bow tie shaped metal
pole sign reading "Firestone” is affixed atop the canopy facing 8" Ave. Individual metal box
letters spelling out “Firestone” and "Complete Car Service” are aitached at the roof line on both
facades. The exterior is clad with porcelain enamel panels interrupted by large, open bays for
auto access. A string of metfal and glass storefront windows punctuate the elevations. The
interior consists of a waiting room, office space, and large open auto servicing areas. '

Built by the Firestone Tire and Rubber Company, it was used as a retail outlet for the company’s
tires and related automotive products. Designed by structural engineer R.E. Ward in 1937, the
garage remains one of the flagship stores of the company’s operations in Los Angeies.

An alteration to the garage was an additional roof sign constructed in 1962. While other
alterations may have occurred, they appear not to be documented in building permits. The
subject building appears to retain sufficient architectural integrity.



Firestone Tire Building
CHGC-2012-195-HCM
Page 2 of 3

DISCUSSION

The Firestone Tire Building property successfully meets one of the specified Historic-Cultural
Monument criteria: “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction.” As a
auto-related cormmercial building designed in the Streamline Moderne, the property qualifies for
designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on this criterion.

BACKGROUND

At its meeting of February 2, 2012, the Cultural Heritage Gommission voted to take the
application under consideration. On March 1, 2012, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured
the subject property.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) REVIEW

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Arficle 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions
faken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, fo assure the
maintenance, restoration, enhiancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Firestone Tire Building property as a Historic-Culiural Monument in
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code ("LAAC™)
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set
forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible
alterations and new construction and the demolition of ireplaceable historic structures. The
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and
reconstruction of Historic buildings in @ manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabifitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings.



Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2012-185-HCM
ENV-2012-196-CE
HEARING DATE: February 2, 2012 Location: 800 S. La Brea Ave
TIME: 10:00 AM Coungil District: 4
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Community Plan Area: Wilshire
200 N. Spring Street Area Planning Commission: Central
l.os Angeles, CA Neighborhood Council: Greater Wilshire
Q0012 Legal Description: FR 17, Tract TR 4642
PRGJECT: Historic-Cuttural Monument Application for the
FIRESTONE TIRE BUILDING
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cuitural Monument
APPLICANT: Art Deco Society of Los Angeles
APPLICANTS Charles J. Fisher
REPRESENTATIVE: 140 S. Avenue 57

[Los Angeles, CA 90042

OWNER: BFS Retail and Commercial Operations, LLC
535 Mariott Drive, 8" Floor
Nashville, TN 37214

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapler 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10(c)4
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
may warrant further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.
MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE

Dir%of F’lannﬂing

Kef: Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert MGiessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources (Office of Historic Resources

Prepared byi—

B

Ed'ga?Garcia, Preservation Planner
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application




Firestone Tire Building
CHC-2012-195-HCM
Page 2ol 2

SUMMARY

Constructed in 1937, this one-story commercial building exhibits character-defining features of
the Streamline Moderme style. Located at the intersection of S. La Brea Ave and 8" Street, the
subject building has two primary facades at the northern and western elevations and is square
in plan. The curved northwest corner of the building creates a continuous elevation and is a
primary character-defining feature of the building. Constructed of masonry, the building exhibits
a bowstring truss roof. The western fagade is highlighted by a distinclive, cantilevered cverhang
that abuts the buildings south wall and the adjacent building. A large, bow tie shaped metal
pole sign reading “Firestone” is affixed atop the canopy facing 8" Ave. Individual metat box
letters spelling out “Firestone” and “Complete Car Service” are attached at the roof line on both
facades. The exterior is clad with porcelain enamel panels interrupted by large, open bays for
auto access. A siring of metal and glass storefront windows punctuate the elevations. The
interior consists of a waiting room, office space, and large open auto servicing areas.

Built by the Firestone Tire and Rubber Company, it was used as a retail outlet for the company’s
tires and related automotive products. Designed by structural engineer R.E. Ward in 1937, the
garage remains one of the flagship stores of the company’s operations in Los Angeles.

An alteration to the garage was an additional roof sign constructed in 1962, While other
alterations may have occurred, they appear not to be documented in building permits. The
subject buiiding appears to retain sufficient architectural integrity.

CRITERIA
:

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monurment
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.



HisTORIC-CULTUR IONUMERNT
PLICATION

TYPE OR PRINT INALL CARPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

IDENTIFICATION
1. NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT FIRESTCONE TiRE BUILDING
2. STREET ADDRESS 800 5. LA BREA AVENUE
CITY L0OsS ANGELES ZiP CODE 90038 COUNCIL DISTRICT 4
3. ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO. 5084-003-001

4, COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIPTION. TRACT _TRACT NO. 4642, WILSHIRE HIGHLANDS, AS PER MAP IN BoOK 50, PAGES 42

AND 43 oF MAPS FILED, IN THE QFFICE OF THE 1L.0S ANGELES COUNTY RECORDER.

BLOCK N/A LOT(S) 117 AND 263 ARE. NO. N/A

5. RANGE OF ADDRESSES 800 THRU 808 5.1 A BREA AVENUE AND 5220 THRU 5230 W, 8™ STREET.

5. PRESENT OWNER BFS RETAIL AND COMMERCIAL C/Q TAX DEPARTMENT

STREET ADDRESS 535 MARRIOTT DRIVE. 9™ FLOOR

CITY__NASHVILLE _STATE TN ZIP CODE 37214 PHONE(815) 937-3952 EMAIL

OWNER I3, PRIVATE X PUBLIC

7. PRESENT USE _RETAIL TIRE STORE AND GARAGE ORIGINAL USE __RETAIL TIRE STORE AND GARAGE

DESCRIPTION

8. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE STREAMLINE MODERNE

O 5STATE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE OR STRUCTURE (SEE OPTIONAL DESCRIFTION WORKSHEET)

(SEE DESCGRIPTION WORKSHEET)

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION



10.
11.
12.
1 3.

14,

15.
16,

17.

HisTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION
MAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT FIRESTONE TIRE BUILDING
CONSTRUCTION DATE, FACTUAL 1937 ESTIMATED
ARCHITECT , DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER! R. E. WARD
CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER! OWNER BUILD
DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS OCTOBER 28, 201 'i.

CONDITION: B EXCELLENT GOoCoD [OFAIR O DETERIORATED [INO LONGER IN EXISTENCE

ALTERATIONS. AN ADRDITIONAL ROOF SIGN WAS ADDED IN 1962,

THREATS TO SITEE NONE KNOWRN 0 PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT {0 VANDALISM ] PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT
IS THE STRUCTURE CN ITS ORIGINAL SITE [IMOVED 0 UNKNOWRN

SIGNIFICANCE
BRIEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE, INCLUDE DATES, EVENTS, AND PERSONS ASSOCIATED

WITH SITE (SEE OPTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE WORKSHEET)_BUILT IN_1937, THIS UNIQUE STREAMLINE MODERNE GARAGE

BUILDING WAS BUILT BY THE FIRESTONE TIRE AND RUBBER COMPANY AS A RETAIL QUTLET FOR THE COMPANIES TIRES ARND

" RELATED PRODRUCTS. THE 12.250 SQUARE FOOT BUILDING WAS DESIGNED TO BE THE MCST MODERN OF PUBLIC GARAGE

FACILITIES, USING THE THEN POPULAR STREAMLUINE MODERNE SIYLE AND THE USE OF PORCELAIN STEEL TC CREATE A

H
FACILITY THAT CALLED OUT THE UPMOST IN MODERN _STYLE TO SELL THE UPMOST IN MODERN TIRE AND RUBBER

AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS. THE BUILDING HAS BEEN CONTINUALLY USED BY THE FIRESTONE COMPANY FOR ALMOST 75

YEARS AND REMAINS AS ONE OF THE FLAGSHIP STORES OF THE COMPANIES OPERATIONS. THE BUILDING REMAINS UNDER

THE OWNERSHIP OF FIRESTOMNE'S PARENT COMPANY. [T 1S AN EXCELIENT UNALTERED EXAMPLE OF A STREAMLINE

MODERNE GARAGE BUILDING, DESIGNED BY THE STRUCTURAL ENGINEER, R, E. WARD, THE BUILDING IS NOTEDR FOR [TS

UNUSUAL DESIGN IN_SUCH PUBLICATIONS AS DAVID GEBHARD AND ROBERT W. WINTER'S "ARCHITECTURE IN _LOS

ANGELES-A COMPLEAT GUIDE”,

SOURCES (LIST BOOKS, DOCUMENTS, SURVEYS, PERSONAL INTERVIEWS WITH DATES) LOS ANGELES CITY BUILDING PERMITS PER

ATTACHED, LA CCUNTY ASSESSORS RECORDS, RECORRED DEFDS, CENSUS RECORDS, LOS ANGELES COUNTY

SUBDIVISION MAPS, L.OS ANGELES TIMES ARTICLES, CULTURAL RESOURCES SECTION OF THE WILSHIRE/ LA BREA

PRCJECT EIR PREPARED BY CHATTEL ARCHITECTURE, PLANNING AND PRESERVATION, CONTEMPORARY BROCHURES ON

PORCELAIN STEEL BUILDINGS AND THE HISTORIC PROPERTY SURVEY REPORT FOR THE WESTSIDE SUBWAY EXTENSION,

DATE FORM PREPARED _JANUARY 11,2012 PREPARER'S NAME CHARLES ], FISHER
ORGANIZATION _ART DECO SOCIETY OF LLOS ANGELES STREET ADDRESS 140 5. AVENUE 57
CITY _HIGHLAND PARK  STATE _CA  7ZIP CODE 90042 PHONE (3273) 25635973

E-mMAIL ADDRESS: ARROYOSECO@HOTMAIL.COM

RISTORIC~CULTURAL HONUMENT
APPLICATION



JESCRIPTION WORK SHEET

TYPE OR PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLLOCK LETT'EP%S

THE FIRESTONE TIRE BUILDING IS A I STORY,
MAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT NUMBER OF STORIES.
STREAMLINE MODERNE . SQUARE PLAN AUTO SERYICE BUILDING
ARGHITECTURAL STYLE (SEE LIME B ABOVE} PLAN SHAPE {SEE CHART) STRUCTURE USE (RESIOEHCE, EFS)

WITH A PORCELAIN STEEL FINISH AND STEEL, TRIM.
MATERIAL (WOOD SIDING, WOOD SHINGLES, BRICK. STUCCO, ETC MATERIAL (WOGD, METAL, ETC.)

s FLAT ROOF 1S _COVERED WITH ROLLED COMPOSITION GLASS AND STEEL s
ROOF SHAPE {SEE CHART)) MATERIAL {SLAY FILE. ASPHALT OR WOOD SHINGLES WINDOW MATERIAL

LARGE GLASS AND STEEL DISPLAY WINDOWS ARE PART OF THE DESIGN,

WINDOW TYPE [DDUlR E HUNG (SLIDES UP & DOWN), CASEMENT (OPENS OUT), HORIZONTAL SLIDING, £TC]

THE ENTRY FEATURES A TWQ LARGE QOPEN AUTO BAY DOCRS AND GLASS AND STEEL DOOR TO THE WAITING ROOM

DOOR LOCATION (RECESSED. CENTERED, OFF-CENTER, CORNER, £TC.)

WITH A STEEL FRAMED GLASS COMMERCIAL TYPE DOOR. ADDITIONAL CHARACTER DEFINING ELEMENTS

ENTRY DOOR STYLE (SEE GHART)

OF THE STRUCTURE ARE PORCELAIN ENAMEL PANELS COVERING THE UPPER PORTIONS OF THE TWQ STREET FACING

IDENTIFY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCH AS PORCHES (SEE CHART), BALCONIES. NUMBER AND SHAPE OF DURMERS (SEE CHART).

FACADES {(WEST AND NORTH) WITH LARGE SERVICE BAY DOCRWAYS 1IN BOTH FACADES. THE WEST FACADE IS

NUHBER AND EOCATION OF CHIMMNEYS, SHUTTERS; SECONDARY FINISH MATERIALS. PARAPETS. METAL TRIM, DECORATIVE TiLE OR CAST STONE. ARCHES!

DISTINGUISHED BY A 1ARGE CANTILEVERED OVERHAMNG OF THE TRUSS SUPPORTED ROQF. THE GLASS ENCLOSED

ORNAMENTAL WOODWORK SYMNETRY OR ASYMMETRY, CORNICES, FRIEZES. TOWERS OR TURRETS. BAY WINDOWS! HALFTIMBERING. HORZONTALITY,

WAITING ROOM IS SITUATEDR AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE BUILDING WITH THE ENTRY DQOR FACING WEST, THE WINDOWS

VERTICALITY. FORMALITY OR INFORMALITY, GARDEN WALLS, ETC.

CURVE AT THE _NORTHWEST CORNER THE SAME AS THE PORCELAIN ABOVE THEM, THE CANTILEVERED ROGF DOMINATES THE

ADDITIGNAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

SCOUTHWEST PORTICN OF THE BUILDING PROVIDING A COVERING FOR THAT AUTO ENTRY BAY. TH% CORBELLED UNDERSIDE

ADDITIGNAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

DESCENDS 8Y EACH PLANE INTO THE BAY OPENING WITH EACH L EVEL HIGHLIGHTED BY NEON LIGHT FIXTURES. THE ROOF ABUTS

ADDITIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

THE BUILDING 'S SOUTH WALL AND THE ADJACENT STRUCTURE TO THE SOUTH. A PORCELAIN COVEREDR BULKHEAD IS AT THE BASE

ADDITIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

OF ALL OF THE WINDOWS. THE NORTH FACING ENTRY IS FLANKED BY FLUSH SQUARED PILASTERS WITH THREE BANDS AT THE TOP,

ADDTIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

THE LOWEST BANDS ARE A CONTINUATION OF A LENTIL BAND AT THE TOP OF THE WINDOWS, THE TOP BANDS CONTINUES QVER

ADDITIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

THE BAY QPENING WITH ONLY THE GENTER BAND BEING EXCLUSIVE TQO THE PILASTERS. BOTH BAY ENTRIES USE STEEL "SCISSORS”

ADDITIONAL PEFINING ELEMENTS

TYPE SECURITY COVERS WHEN THE BUILDING 1S CLOSED. ANOTHER CONTRASTING PORCELAIN BAND FOLLOWS THE

ADDITIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

ROOFLINE, THE ROQOF 15 DOMINATED BY A LARGE BOW TIE SHAPED NEON SIGN SAYING "FIRESTONE” AND INDIVIDUAL

ADDTIOMNAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

NEQN CANNED LETTERS ARE ALONG THE OUTER EDGE OF THE RCOF _SPELLING QUT "FIRESTONES AND “COMPLETE

ADDITIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

CAR SERVICE"., THERE APPEAR TO BE SEVERAL, RECTANGULAR SKYLIGHTS ON THE ROOQF AS WELL,

ADDITIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

SECONDARY BUILDINGS CONSIST OF THERE ARE NO SECONDARY BUILDINGS,

IDENTI Y GARAGE, GARDEN SHELTER, ETC,

SIGNIFICANT INTERIOR SPACES INCLUDE A LARGE AUTOMOBILE, SERVICE BAY TAKES UP MOST OF THE INTERIOR

IDENTHY ORIGIMAL FEATURES SUCH AS WODD PAMELING, MOLDINGS AND TRIM, SPECIAL GLASS WINDDWS,

WITH THE REMAINDER BEING THE WAITING ROOM AND SOME OFFICE SPACE

DRMATE CEULINGS, PLASTER MOLDINGS! LIGHT FINTURES, PARNTED DECORATION; CERAMIT TILE, 5TAIR BALUSTRADES! BUILTHN FURNITURE, ETC.

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT APPLICATION



THE

CITY OF L0OS ANGELES
SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET

TYPE OR MAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

Complete One or Both of the Upper and Lower Portions of This Page

FIRESTONE TIRE BUILDING IS AN IMPORTANT EXAMPLE OF

HAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT

STREAMLINE MODERNE ARCHITECTURE

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE (SEE LINE B)

AND MEETS THE CULTURAL HERITAGE ORDINANCE BECAUSE OF THE HIGH QUALITY OF ITS DESIGN AND THE RETENTION
OF [TS ORIGINAL FORM, DETAILING AND INTEGRITY.

THE

FIRESTONE TIRE BUILDING WAS BUILT IN 1937

MNAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT YEAR BURLT

FIRESTONE TIRE AND RUBBER AND STREAMLINE MODERNE ARCHITECTURE WAS IMPORTANT TO THE

NAME OF FIRST OR OTHER SIGHIFICANT OWHNER

DEVELOPMENT OF L.OS ANGELES BECAUSE THE FIRESTONE TIRE AND RUBBER COMPANY, WHICH WAS

FOUNDED IN_ 1900 BY HARVEY FIRESTONE, WAS ONE OF THE LARGEST AND MOST INFLUENTIAL TIRE

COMPANIES IN THE WORLD. THE COMPANY BEGAN IN AKRON OHID. AN EARLY CONTRAGT WITH FORD MOTOR

COMPANY (1905) MADE THE SMALL AKRON, GHIO TIRE COMPANY A MAJOR PLAYER IN THE NEW WORLD OF

THE AUTOMOBILE, THE FORD CONTRACT RESULTED IN THE IMMEDIATE EXPANSION OF THE SMALL COMPANY'S

PRODUCTION CAPACITY. ALL MODEL "T"s AND MODEL "A"S CAME EQUIPPED WITH FIRESTONE TIRES WHICH

CONTINUED TO SUPPLY VIRTUALLY ALL FACTORY FORD TIRES UNTIL THE MID-19905. THIS RELATIONSHIP WAS

MOSTLY DUE TO A CLOSE PERSONAL FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN HARVEY FIRESTONE AND HENRY FORD. THE

FORD CONTRACT ALLOWED FIRESTONE TO GROW QUICKLY, BECOMING A BOOMING RIVAL TO FELLOW AKRON

BASED TIRE COMPANY, GOODYEAR. BY THE END OF WORLD WAR |, FIRESTONE WAS MARKETING TIRES InN ALL

48 STATES SEVERAL FOREIGN. 1T BUILT AN ART DECO STYLE FACTORY IN ENGLAND 1IN 1228. THE COMPANY

HAD BEEN MARKETING MOST OF ITS TIRES THROUGH LOCAL GAS STATIONS AND REPAIR GARAGES, BUT BY THE

205, HAD ALSC BEGUN TO OPEN ITS OWN RETAIL GARAGES. THIS EXPANSICON SLOWED DOWN DURING THE

GREAT DEPRESSION, WHEN NEW CAR SALES TOQOK A NOSE DIVE AND MOTORISTS MADE THEIR TIRES LAST

LONGER TO PUT OFF THE COST OF REPLACING THEM., BY THE LATE 12305, THE ECONOMY WAS SILOWLY

STARTING TO PICK UP AND FIRESTONE BEGAN TC BUILD NEW RETAIL OUTLETS. THE STORE AT 8™ AND LA

BREA AVENUE WAS BUILT IN 1937 TO REPLACE AN EARLIER QUTLETAT 9™ AND LA BREA. THE COMPARNY

HIFTORIC-CULTURAL MONUNEMT
AFPLICATION



CITY OF LOS AMGEILES

SIGNIFICANCE WORK gHEE’T‘
CONTINUED

CHOSE THE STREAMLINE MODERNE DESIGN USING PORCELAIN COVERED STEFL. AS THE MAIN SURFACE OF THE

BUILDING. THE MAJORITY OF THE EXTERIOR IS A MUSTARD COLORED RECTANGULAR SHEETS WITH RED (PAINTED OVER

THE ORIGINAL BLACK PORCELAIN) TRIM FOR HORIZONTAL BANDS AT THE ROOF LINE, LOWER BULKHEADS AND LENTILS

ABOVE THE BAY ENTRY AND WINDOWS, THE CANTILEVERED OVERHANG OF THE DRAMATIC ENGINEERED TRUSS ROOF

GAVE THE BUIDING A MOST DRAMATIC AND ULTRAMODERN [LOOK, MAKING [T THE FLAGSHIP STORE FOR THE

COMPANIES [LOS ANGELES OPERATIONS. THE USE OF PORCELAIN STEEL IN AUTOMOTIVE BUILDINGS DATES BACK A

DECADE BEFORE WITH THE MATERIAL FIRST APPEARING IN SERVICE STATION CONSTRUCTION, USUALLY N

PREFABRICATED BUILDINGS., THIS ENABLED THE STATIONS TO BE BUILT ALONG THE SAME GENERAL LINES, WITH

VARIATIONS FOR EACH OF THE DIFFERENT QOIL. COMPAMNIES., THE FIRESTONE TIRE BUILDING ON La BREA UTILIZES THE

MATERIAL AS A SIGNIFICANT DESIGN ELEMENT, ALONG WITH THE DESIGN OF THE ROOF AND THE COPIOUS USE OF

NEON LIGHTING TC ACCENT THE BUILDING AT NIGHT. IN A WAY, THE BUILDING SERVES AS ITS_OWN SIGNAGE BY

CALLING ATTENTION TO ITSELF AS A MEANS OF MARKETING THE PRODUCT (FIRESTONE TIRES). VERY LITTLE HAS BEEN

EQUND ON R, E. WARD, THE STRUCTURAL ENGINEER FOR THE BUILDING. ACCORDING TO THE QRIGINAL BUILDING

PERMIT, HE HAD CAILIFORNIA STATE LICENSE NO. 2768 AS AN ENGINEER. 1T'S POSSIBLE T}?[AT THE ACTUAL DESIGN

OF THE BUILDING MAY HAVE BEEN DRAWN_UP BY AN INHOUSE ARCHITECT AT FIRESTONE'S HEARQUARTERS IN AKRON,

BUT ONLY WARD IS ‘CRED}TED WITH THE DESIGN OF THE BUILDING. SINCE NQ CONTRACTOR IS CALLED OUT ON THE

PERMIT, IT_WOULD [NDICATE THAT THE FIRESTONE COMPANY SERVED AS THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR _FOR THE

PROJECT. WHATEVER [T'S ORIGINS, THE DESIGN 1S UNIGQUE AND APPEARS JUST AS FRESH TODAY ASTT WAS IN 1937,

THE BUILDING 1S STILL OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE COMPANY AND STANDS AS A YISIBLE REMINDER OF WHAT WAS

ONCE ON THE CUTTING EDGE OF COMMERCIAL DESIGN. THE BUILDING 1S CALLED QUT AS A HISTORIC RESOURCE IN

THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORTS FOR BOTH THE “WIL SHIRE LA BREA PROJECT”, JUST TQ THE NORTH, AND THE

WESTSIDE SURBWAY EXTENSION PROJECT. IT IS ALSQ CITED IN "ARCHITECTURE IN L0OS ANGELES, THE COMPLEAT

GUIDE”, BY DAVID GEBHART_AND ROBERT W, WINTER. AN ATTACHMENT DESCRIBES THE USE OF PORCELAIN 1N

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS DURING THE 193085,

HISTORIC-GULTURAL HOMUMENT
APPLICATION
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INeven befors huve motorists gwm samuch sztontion mythe
subject of tire-safety. That s why car awners by the thousands
are chanplng over to Firestone Tires, the only tves mads that
a:nTRH’%iE— AFPE, What does TRIPLESAFE mean? It meaps—
1. PROYECUSOH AGAINST BLDWOUTY. Firestone Tires run up ro 28" conlor
hocpuse svery fiboe af svary cord in svery piy & susrated with Hauid
rubber. This patenied GumnDipping process counteracts Ineernal feiction
avid heat thit pedinmdly cause blowauts

2. PROTECTION AGMNET PHACTURES, Two wura layers of Guem Dipped cords
vnder the tread add proat strength 40 the tire and pive estez profeclion
painst mEachoes.

4 PROTESTHOR ABRINST. SE{DCIRE The sciondfic tread desizn gives fonger
wonskid mileage and witl siop your csr up to.25% quicken

Hgvip prevent highway acciden by ma‘k!ug vonr car tirg-safe fos your
vaention tHp- ]uin the Frresione SAVE A LIFE Cympaigm
today by cquipping your eir with 2 0t of new Fs’rcsmnc
TRYPLESAFE Tires—the sfest tires that maney can buy.
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THE FOLLOWING
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TIRE COASTRULTION

PROVIDE THE EXTRA MARGIN
OF SAFETY ON THE SPEEDWAY
OR THE HIGHWAY

Firestone

HIGH FPEED TIRES

‘[ £ (2 EM X
£.50-20 . BBE5 | 55017 | 29338
£.50.21 , 2945 [ 68004 . IR.4Y
2519 . zaD | 45616 . 19.35
B25-1F - 2300 | ROB.ITHD 4w

LOW A% gfe A WEEK

Sie  ParWesk | Sl Por Uad
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For cightean years, each boick on the surfece of the Inm
dianapolis apeodivay; cach tormuous wisting mams the
sezeific vat; she grostling speeds, have afl teied to sake
Firestone Tieet “give upe” Every yrar Fleestones have
proved their ssfery and dependabiliys by having
bezn om the wineing car af {his vace. SUCH 1§
PROOF OF PERFORMANCE,

ONLY Tiresfone TIRES ARE
RIPLE-SAF

1. Protection from Blowsus
Fhrestone's patented Gum-Dipping procss, whereby every fbre of every cord of
every ply it lnsulared with pure figuid 7\;%\:{,

the geeatest encanies of rive e, Tesis
1. Protection from Punctires ,
Another patented process—ihet of having swo extta GomDipped plice ussties iy

wread-~pratects Firestony Tires from punctares. These exira phies, in addidon, biod
the tread and the body of the sire &ite one Iniepacable unit,

7. Protection from Skids

Ficearane™s scientific tcead dusign offers 379% more anglas to vhe toad in stodping
your ear. ‘The cemter of dhe tread it ribbed to give you Jonger nonakid mileage.
Tests prowe Firestone Tires stop your car up to 25% guicker.

You, 100, HEED THE ke 2
EQUIP YDUR CAR with FIRESTDMNES TODBAY!

sousteracis jutortm] friciion snd heas,
ve Firestone Thres run up do 28" coeless

(HAMPIONS DEMAKD

Tiorea fa ibe Voler af Firettant foatiring Mucpares Sprabs, Mivdey cvesiegs ever Refionwide KB.L, Red Metorark
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Here's yovr thane 1o ged few Ure ssfohy’ wikk »e Brge cash
ontiny? Avold shidding dangers thls winter with thesy fipst
grade guadity tires, Ne moneg. down = D37 55 ¥ sarn. Titive
In2id apes 2 Bodgat Avew
Hive mlﬂukﬁ and Fonr accewdt is dpan.

FIRST GRADE QUALITY at

Firezlpnd's alieion? melbods of mansisctute med Satritution
wanble you to bug thess eststanding flres ¢ <ach R prices
Get the PLUS Safely of § new Fiveatons Guwm-Tipped Tites

£ NOWL There's oo 2ed tapt o

PRODUCTION PRICES

FIRESTOME STANDARD TIRE | oy ey g s gk o i e e
stz o T | BRAKES GVERHAULED FPREPARE HOW FOR
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oL Culturel Respurces

served os boerd chairman. This company, which becseme wre of the largest constrisction compardes in
somthern California, was inocrporated in 1952

TS Eﬁxﬂﬁmg appests e the 1927 Sanbor .ﬁfﬂﬁ?’ where it is shown s subdivided Into thees stores, an ot
gtudio, zad § restaprant. Addifional detai] Is provided I the 1935 aeridd photograph where the sl

alevation iy visible,

Although 6o ground-level hsioric photographs of the building keve been Incated, evemiriation of the
i oF the
-ﬁﬁgaai' e E-%,g ?’;ag Boderne arﬂmm} mz.&uﬁmgﬁw Faped péem mgk&d- CrruEr mﬁaﬁmﬁﬂd chevron

exterior supgests sigrificent abieration o the principal facade. While there are some rethni

800 Lo Prea Avenne, Firestone Tive and Rubber

BOO L. Hrea Avemie; the Fivestone Tire tetail store; s Jocated on the soritheast cornid of La Brea Avene
anvd West 3 Street on the opposite side of 8% Street from e project site. Constracted o 1937, it §s & one-
sy, mmﬂﬁf}f uileding, roughly square in plan with & bowstring truss so0f and two primary facades
{north and west) clad in poreslain enamel panets. Built in the Streamline Moderne style, 2 curved wall at
nrthwvest. cormer of huﬁ&;ng creais @ crrtipuous slevation of the north and west fagades. These
dlevatices are hmk@ by Lgxge, cpin Bays for sty access snd by strings of metsl and g glass storefront
windows {the windows alse turve a northwest corner of buflding). The front {west) facade is highlisghied
by a &Sﬁﬁﬂﬁ?& cndilevered owerhang that abaks the szﬁléinn’g. soethr, weall angd .ﬁﬁgamf ﬁmﬁ.djﬁg The
mrbaﬁég& *mzégrﬁié@ of averhang 1o hi :___"a'}’ﬁ&ci by curved rows of neon ﬂg‘m Bxteres: A lasge, bowy fis
dhaped, metal pole sign reading “Fisestone” Is affixed whop e canspy, Wﬁ*ﬁi@ Erndivichusl metal bok lepeth
spelling oub “Firestone” and “Complete Tar Service” sre sitached at-top of fobf edge on hoth north and
west Sagades. Aerial photographs indicat fhat there ave several rectangular siplights in roof of bullding,

Firestone recelved 2 building permit for the sew showe In Septesaber 1937, This perenlt was isstied for
constriction of 2 “public parage” 500 La Brea Avenue. R.E. Ward was noted as engineer on project. Mo
architect was incladed on the permit. Subseguent permits were issued in 1938 for installafion of “roof

g and “necn lothics on root”

The building does not appear to have been much altered over the years, There b only cne bullding permit
dating from after the ’xmﬂﬂlm?@fﬁiﬂﬁﬂﬁ phase; this permit, Frome 1962, is for 2 soof sign addition, White
other slterations may have pocirred, they ae not documended In reconded penmits. The building appedrs
m aerial phm%mg;&?&ﬁ after 1937 with a fg}{}'ﬁ%’iﬁﬁﬁi st -toes nob afpear to havé been Elﬁ&i‘i&%i Frahed ony

veview of later aerial views) such as 2 1967 image.

T Amgedes Diparomersr of (% Plenming P8 YOS il Lo B Prifoct T L
Ferpued Sremces, Bon, fRR8T1 At 208



Porcelain Steel make possible:

As the gxtest EKprSSiOﬂ of Amez;,c,an Progress, MGdem B%;zamess Umts @f

Effective merchandising appeal through the building itselt.

The advertising valoe of identifying 2 product or a service exclusively
with a specific organization,

A teans of making idle property profuable,

A solution to the problem of the vacant lot not yet ready for a larger,
inflexible structure.

An opportunity to test the value of a vacant ot without losing the build-
ing investment.

A building that, chrough its flexibility, can be changed to fit various thpes
of busingsscs and can be put 0 uther uses than that for which originally

built,

A building that returds the process of aging and provides comparative

hcedom fmm Ii’iclll"ltffﬂaBLt‘ cOsis,

A building of indefinitely extended usefulness through mobility and one

which can, at small cost, be moved from one location to another.

A building of a material that offers a range of color and attractive effects
heretofore unattainable.

A bthdmff that, becamc of its beaut}r and attrdctiveness, will be sought
: 7'by tennt% : '

_z"\mhzt@cmml effects ;md mechamccd a{idpmuons of Modem Bu%mess LUmts
are amzidbie in a pr&cmcaﬁy mnizmmed zang@?.zmpoqszbie to: pzcture Wlthm
thv. Eirmts Of thi& bz}ok - [ SR




MODERN

BUSINESS UNIT

» :{{Easi‘ ida Dimensions,

fiownh

Thes floor plav i ouly oune suzgeshon of he varied
arranpzmens posuble 1 ths Moedorn Buamess Ut

The nm{ wsmmuwn principle used in Por

uidm {‘)iﬂef M{:c rﬁ Bu«mbﬁ Umz makes it

nf wndim and

P

{Ikll Lé I‘lbbd\..

,pm%s;bla £ Gi}t un a. mnctv




ot e R

MODERN
BUSINESS UNIT

U
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An effective merchandising appeal through T
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BB R EREE TV RV R R R AR PR B2 THEHEYF PR F D BB B PLERLE

Porceluin Steel l\i’i«:‘iilrm‘i Pm« 3 (_‘}ii}i{:s."_ o ) ‘ ;
PORCELAIN

3



VERYONE wlm Haz QomLtiung i) acﬁ or 4 servx e 1o Oﬁm wwilze:s the ime
pertanca of the settmﬂ or atmmphexe through winc:h this- pmduct or

service is presented,

szewme every merchant is aware that the re»styhng and ra«packagmg ‘of-
the fose prosaic and commonplace products result in increased business:

I the sale of a single article of merchandise can be increased through en-
hancing the attractiveness of the package, surely an entire business can. be

stimulated by being established in a beautiful, colosfal, distinctive * package,
- ~—~the Modern Business Unit of Porcelain Steel.

This idea can be applied to the entire range of public service iﬁStitLl{'iOﬂS o
' to the doctor's or dentist’s office: as well as the grocery or drug stabe; to the -

specialty. shop as well as the gasoline service station; to the mdependem:

merchant as well as the chain organization.

Along with the appearance appeal and style that make for an attractive and

effective “package” for an entire business, Modern Business Units of Por-.
celain Steel offer unusual wtility values, such as real mcwabxhty, ﬁembﬂlty'

and minimum maintenance costs.

Buﬂdmgs of the same material and type of construction have been used for
a numbe of years by the Whlte Castle System of restautants as well as by
- several 011 companies, Their experience, as veflected by, actual zﬁgux‘es proves '
"Aan mczcasﬁ sale of merchandise as well as a definite: comtruction and mam{' I

5 jttenance ?coﬂomy through the use of these Stmctures

M B m s e m e R
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September 10, 1937:

February 7, 1938:

February 21, 1938:

March 2, 1962:

Building Permit History
2143 S. Victoria Avenue
Los Angeles

Building Permit No. 29955 to construct a l-story 98° X 125°
steel and masonry public garage at 800 S. La Brea Avenue, on
Lots 263 & 117 of Tract No 4642, Wilshire Highlands.
Owner: Firestone Tire and Rubber Company

Architect: None

Engineer: R. B. Ward

Contractor: None

Cost: $30,000.00

Building Permit No. 3562 to construct a roof sign.
Owner: Firestone Tire Co.
Architect; None
Engineer: Aaron J. Smith
Contractor: Boston Neon Signs & Displays (on rear)
Cost: $2,100.00

;
Building Permit No. 4852 for neon letters on roof.
Owner: Firestone Tire Co.
Architect: None
Engineer: None
Contractor: 20™ Century Lites, Inc.
Cost: $250.00

Building Permit No. LA 4150 for a 8 X 24.7° roof sign
addition. .

Owner: Firestone Tires

Architect: None

Engineer: V. K. Kelly

Coniractor: Triple A Neon

Cost: $2,000.00
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Firesione Tire Building, 800 8. La Brea Avenue, October 29, 2011 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)



Firestone Tire Building
Photographs

e - - -
Firestone Tire Building, 800 8. La Brea Avenue, October 29, 2011 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)
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Firestone Tire Building, roof canopy, 800 S. La Brea Avenue, October 29, 2011 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Firestone Tire Building, porcelain wall, 860 8. La Brea Avenue, October 29, 2011 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher}



Firestone Tire Building, original signage, 800 S. La Brea Avenue, October 29, 2011 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Firestone Tireéuilding, 8" Street facade, 800 5. La ;érelc.z.x.fi.i)enue-, .O.ctc.a.ber 29, 2011 (Photograph by Charles Fisher}



Firestone Tire ifz, garage inferior showing skylights, 800 S. La Brea Avenue, October 29, 201 I
(Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) '
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