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Re: Medical Service Professional Office Ordinance

CF 12-0949

Honorable Members of the Planning and Land Use Management (PLUM) Committee;

Councilmembers Ed Reyes, Jose Huizar, and Mitchell Englander:

Attached is a revised draft of the Medical Service Professional Office Ordinance
(Appendix B). On June 22, 2012, the City Planning Commission approved the
proposed ordinance to clarify and modernize zoning provisions relating to low-intensity
medical service uses, such as psychiatrists, physical therapists, podiatrists,
acupuncturists and chiropractors. The proposed ordinance categorizes these uses as
medical service professional offices and clearly distinguishes them from higher-intensity
clinics and doctors’ and dentists’ offices. The proposed ordinance maintains the parking
requirements for doctors’ and dentists’ offices and clinics (one space per 200 square
feet) while setting the parking requirements for medical service professional offices at
the same rate as general commercial offices (one space per 500 square feet). In
addition, the proposed ordinance deletes obsolete use terms and brings the LAMC into
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

As drafted, the proposed ordinance incorporates two safeguards to accommodate
stakeholder concerns. First, the proposed ordinance will not apply within specific plans
that address parking for medical uses, preserving context-sensitive parking standards
communities have set in place for medical uses. Second, only offices with three or



APPENDIX B
ORDINANCE NO.

A proposed ordinance amending Sections 12.03, 12.10.5, 12.11.5, 12.12, 12.13, 12.14,
12.16, 12171, 12.17.6, 12.20, 12.21, 12.24, 12.70, 13.07 and 16.03 of the Los Angeles
Municipal Code to categorize low-intensity medical service uses as medical service
professional offices; update parking requirements for such uses; bring the LAMC into
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act; delete obsolete use terms; and make
other technical corrections.

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 12.03 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is amended by adding the
foliowing definitions in alphabetical order:

MEDICAL SERVICE PROFESSIONAL. A person licensed by the State of California as
an acupunciurist, chiropractor, clinical social worker, marriage and family therapist,
occupational therapist, optician, optometrist, physical therapist, psychologist, psychiatrist or
similar profession. This does not include dentists or physicians except psychiatrisis.

MEDICAL SERVICE PROFESSIONAL OFFICE., An office of no more than 1,500
sguare feet that is primarily engaged in providing services for health maintenance, pain,
mental health, injury, physical condition, or diagnosis or reatment of hurman disease that does
not provide overnight board or lodging. and where treatment is provided by no more than three
{3} Medical Service Professionals. This does not include offices of dentists or physicians
except psychiatrists. A Medical Service Professional office greater than 1,500 square feel or
an office where four (4) or more Medical Service Professionals provide treatment shall be
deemed a clinic for parking requirement purposes.

Sec. 2. Section 12.03 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is amended to read:

PHILANTHROPIC INSTITUTION. A nonprofit, charitable institution devoled to the
housing, training or care of children, or of aged, indigent, handicapped or underprivileged
persons, but not including the following: office buildings, except as an accessory {o and
located on the same lot with an i ns‘tltuttonal aciw:ty as iisted above hospltais cim ics oF
sam%amwns correctional institutions, instibutions-o ase-of-uRsoung
_ ouses-of dormitories provadmg ’iempera;’y quar‘ters for trara&eﬂt unemp ded
persons orgamzat;ons devoted to collecting and salvaging new or used materials, or
organizations devoted principally to distributing food, clothing or supplies on a charitable basis.

Sec. 3. Paragraph {f of Subdivision 2 of Subsection A of Section 12.10.5 of the Los Angeles
Municipal Code is added fo read:

(i Medical Service Professional Office.

Sec. 4. Paragraph #f of Subsection 2 of Subsection A of Section 12.11.5 of the Los Angeles
Municipal Code is added to read:
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(fiy Medical Service Professional Office.

Sec. 5. Subdivision 5 of Subsection A of Section 12.12 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is
amended {o read:

5 Hospilals ersanftarums (except animal hospitals), with yards as required in Sec,
12.21 C.3.

Sec. 6. Subparagraph 13 of Paragraph {(a) of Subdivision 2 of Subsection A of Section 12.13
of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is amended to read:

(13)  Hospital-sanitarium or clinics (except animal hospitals).

Sec. 7. Subdivision 17 of Subsection A of Section 12.14 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is
amended to read:

17.  Hospitals;-sanitaritims or clinics, except animal hospitals, when located as
required by Section 12.21D.

Sec. 8. Subdivision 37 of Subsection A of Section 12.14 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is
amended to read:

37.  Massage parlor, where massage, alcohol rub, fermentation fomentation, electric
or magnetic treatment, or similar treatment or manapuiahen of the human body is admm;stered
by a Medical Servnc;e Professnonal or phvsncaan medicalpractitione pracior-asupuncturist

mclud:ng an athletic ciub health cfub school gymnasmm stai:e i;censed cosme‘toiogy or
barber establishment, reducing salon, spa or similar establishment where massage or similar
manipulation of the human body is offered as an incidental or accessory service.

Sec. 9. Paragraph {(g) of Subdivision 2 of Subsection A of Section 12.16 of the Los Angeles
Municipal Code is amended o read:

{g) Hospilal er-sanitarum,

Sec. 10. Paragraph (d) of Subdivision 1 of Subsection A of Section 12.17.1 of the Los Angeles
Municipal Code is amended to read:

(d) hospitals or-sanitariums unless approved pursuant to the provisions of Section
12.24;

Sec. 11. Subdivision 2 of Subsection A of Section 12.17.6 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code
is amended to read:

2. Any commercial use permitied in the C2 Zone except sanitariums-and hospitals,
provided that these uses are conducted in accordance with all building @n@l@&ure and fence
enclosure limitations of the C2 Zone,

Sec. 12. Paragraph (c) of Subdivision 1 of Subsection A of Section 12.20 of the Los Angeles
Municipal Code is amended 1o read:
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{c) Hospitals ersanitariums; (except animal hospitais).

Sec. 13. Paragraph (c) of Subdivision 4 of Subsection A of Section 12.21 of the Los Angeles
Municipal Code is amended to read:

and mdustrial buuinqs shaii provide at least one auiomobuie parking space per 500 square
feet of floor area, except as otherwise provided below in Subparagraphs (1) throuah (8).

A specific plan may impose less restrictive parking requirements, if it expressly states that the
specific plan's parking provisions are inlended {o supersede the standards set forth in this
paragraph.

spaces requared by Subdtwsmn 16 of thls subsec:t;on reduce the minimum number of reguired

automobile parking spaces by the number of bicycle spaces required.

Sec. 14. Subparagraph 8 of Paragraph {c) of Subdivision 4 of Subsection A of Section 12.21 of
the Los Angeles Municipal Code is added and shall read:

(8)  Doclors’ offices, dentists’ offices and clinics shall provide at least one auipmobile
parking snace per 200 square feet of floor area.

Sec. 15, Subparagraph 9 of Paragraph (c) of Subdivision 4 of Subsection A of Section 12.21 of
the Los Angeles Municipal Code is added to read.

(9 Medical Service Professional Offices shall provide st ieast one automoebile
parking space per 500 square feet of floor area. This provision shall not appiy where any
applicable Specific Plan addresses parking requirements for medical or dental offices.

Sec. 16. Paragraph (d) of Subdivision 4 of Subsection A of Section 12.21 of the Los Angeles
Municipal Code is amended to read:

Sec. 17. Subparagraphs 2 and 3 of Paragraph (d) of Subdivision 4 of Subsection A of Seclion
12.21 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code are amesnded:
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s&aee& Phlianthropic ms‘tstu%aons qovernment ofﬁce bmiqus or suma!ar uses shail prowde at
least one automobile parking space per 500 square feet of floor area.

Sec. 19. The fifth unnumbered paragraph of Paragraph (a) of Subdivision 14 of Subsection U
of Section 12.24 of the Los Angeles Municipa! Code is amended to read:

Non-taxable Merchandise means products, commodities, or items not subject to California
state sales tax. For purposes of this ordinance, the definition of non-taxable merchandise shall
not include, without limitation, Sales Floor Area devoted to any of the following categories:
services, including the services of a Medical Service Professional, ehirepracter-eptomelrist
optician; physician, surgeon -pediatrst-dentist, spa, gym, nail salon, and travel
accommodation services; theaters and other entertainment uses; and food products scld
through vending machines,

Sec. 20. The thirteenth unnumbered paragraph of Paragraph (b) of Subdivision 3 of
Subsection T of Section 12.24 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is amended {o read:

Hospitals ersanitariums in the A, R, CR, C1, C1.5, CM or M Zones

Sec. 21. Subdivision 12 of Subsection U of Section 12.24 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code
is amended to read:

12. Hospitals srsanitardums in the A, R, CR, C4, CM or M Zones, and in the C1 or
C1.5 Zones if not permitted by right.

Sec. 22. Subdivision 8 of Subsection B of Section 12.70 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is
amended to read:

8. ‘Massage Parlor” — An establishment where, for any form of consideration,
massage, alcohol rub, fomentation, electric or magnetic treatment, or similar treatment or
manipulation of the human body is admmlstered unless such tr@atment or mampuiation is
aoémamstered by a Medical Ser\nce Professional. physician medical-practitic ;

sphnsturist-physicaliherapist or similar professional persons Escensed by the Sta‘ie of
Cai;forma Thls def:mtlon does not include an athletic club, health club, school, gymnasium,
state licensed cosmetology or barber esiablishment, reducing salon, spa or similar
establishment where massage or similar manipulation of the human body is offered as an
incidental or accessory service.
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Sec. 23. Subdivision 12 of Subsection B of Section 12.70 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code
is amended to read:

12.  “Sexual Encounter Establishment” — An establishment, other than a hotel, motel
or similar establishment offering public accommodations, which, for any form of consideration,
provides a place where two of more persons may congregate, associate or consort in
connaction with “specified sexual aclivities” or the exposure of “specified anatomical areas.”
This def;mtuon does not ;nclade an esiabhshment where a Meducai Sewace Prefess;ona! or

Sec. 24. The seventh unnumbered paragraph of Subsection C of Section 13.07 of the Los
Angeles Municipal Code is amended io read:

Neighborhood Services. Neighborhood services are those services used by residents
and patrons on a regular basis, including:

Barber shop or beauty parlor;

Blueprinting;

Child care facility,

Club or lodge, bridge club, fraternal or religious associations;
Copying services;

Cuslom dressmaking;

Dry cleaner,

Financial services;

Laundry or self-service laundromat;

Locksmith;

Dptctan Medical Service Professional Office;

Photographer,;

Shoe repair,

Tailor; and

Other similar services as determined by the Zoning Administrator.

Sec. 25. The twelfth unnumbered paragraph of Subsection B of Section 16.03 of the Los
Angeles Municipal Code is amended to read:

Hospitals ersanitarums

Sec. 26. The City Clerk shall certify ...






