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Mercedes Marguez was unanimously confirmed by the United States Senate as an Assistant Secretary at the
U.8. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) on June 28, 2009. Assistant Secretary Marquez
leads HUD's Office of Community Planning and Development, which administers nearly $8 billion in programs
designed to stimulate communily and economic deveiopment and affordable housing, and provide for special
needs and homeless assistance. In addition to the $8 billion annual funding, Marquez oversees programs that
respond fo the current economic climate, including stimulus funding, disaster recovery, neighborhood

stanilization, and homeless prevention and rapid rehousing. These programs represent a current partiolio of

more than $50 billion.

Ms. Marquez is the former General Manager of the Los Angeles Housing Department (LAHD), where she was
respensible for the direction, development, and implementation of citywide housing production and preservation
programs in the City of Los Angeles. Under Ms. Marquez's leadership, the LAHD developed and maintained
increasad funding for the Affordable Housing Trust Fund, created the City's firsl Moderate Income Home Buyer
FProgram and the Parmanent Supportive Housing Program to finance housing for the chronically homeless. She
established two predevelopment and land acquisition loan funds, the first-in-the-nation $30 milion Supportive
Housing Fund and the $100 million New Generation Fund. Under her leadership, the LAHD also received the

Innovations in American Government Award from Harvard Universily for its Systematic Code Enforcement

Program (SCEP).

Priar to serving the City of Los Angeles, Ms. Marquez was Vice-President of McCormack Baron Salazar, Inc., a
national firm specializing in the development, consultation, and management of urban communities, Ms,
Marquez also served in the Clinton Administration as the Senior Counsel to Secretary Ahdrew Cuomo and
Deputy General Counsel for Civil Rights and Fair Housing for HUD. Earlier in her career, Ms. Marquez practiced
law for 15 years and was a partner at Litt & Marguez, whare she specialized in complex public interest litigation,
Ms. Marquez holds a BA from the University of Southern California and a J.D. and LL.M. from Georgetown

University Law Ceanter.



