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RESOLUTIONJAN 2 5 2013

WHEREAS, auy official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation,
rules, regulations, or policies proposed to or pending betore a local, state, or federal
governmental body or agency must first have been adopted in the form of a Resolution by
the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor;, and

WHEREAS, the hallmark of this nation's democracy is the ability for its citizens to vote
for its representatives and to take part in elections by freely going to their polling places
to cast their votes without any undue obstacles; and

WHEREAS, there have been many reports in different parts of the country of voters
being discouraged or prohibited from voting in the most recent presidential election,
including requiring that voters wait up fo six or seven hours in line before they were able
to cast their votes; and

WHEREAS, as President Obama stated in his Second Inaugural Address, “Our journey is
not complete until no citizen is forced to wait for hours to exercise the right to vote;” and

WHEREAS, numerous members of the United States House and Senate, including
Representative John Lewis and Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, have reintroduced the Voter
Empowerment Act, S, 123/HR 12, which, among other provisions, requires government
agencies to automatically register consenting adults, allows citizens to register to vote
and update their voter information on line, guarantees sufficient days of early voting and
bans deceptive advertisements aimed at suppressing voter furn out; and

WHEREAS, Senator Chris Coons has introduced the Fair Accurate Secure and Timely
(FAST) Act, S. 85, which provides financial support to states to conduct elections more
efficiently and more fairly;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with concurrence of the Mayor, that with

the adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2013-2014
Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT of S, 123/HR 12, the Voter Empowerment Act,
AND SUPPORT of the S. 85, the Fair Accurate Secure and Timely (FAST) Act to ensure
that citizens can freely exercise their most fundamental right of voting.

e
PRESENTED BY: M / M SECONDED BY: ( (7.

PAUL KORE}]
Councilmember, 5™ District
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basis for such decision is evid« . _.e consisting of: (1) a voter cagii. document or voter caging
list, (2) an unverified match list, (3) an error or omission on voter application or registration
documents that is not material to an individual's eligibility to vote, or {(4) any other evidence so
designated by the Commission.

Amends the federal criminal code to prohibit a person, including an election official, from
knowingly and willfully attempting to or depriving or defrauding the residents of a state of their
free and fair exercise of the right to vote by the communication of election-related information
that is known by the person to be materially false, fictitious, or fraudulent. Increases the
penalty for voter intimidation.

Declares that the right of an individual U.S. citizen to vote in any federal election shall not be
denied or abridged because that individual has been convicted of a criminal offense unless he
or she is serving a felony sentence in a correctional institution at the time of the election.
Prescribes enforcement of this right by public or private civil action.

Requires each state to notify in writing any individual convicted of a criminal offense under
state law, upon release from state custody or upon sentence to probation, that he or she has
the right to vote in a federal election and so may register to vote.

Voter Confidence and Increased Accessibility Act of 2013 -~ Amends HAVA to revise
requirements for the audit capacity of voting systems, particularly those for a permanent
paper record.

Requires the voting system to require the use of an individual, durable, voter-verified paper
ballot of the voter's vote that shall be marked and made available for inspection by the voter
before the voter's vote is cast and counted, and which shall be counted by hand or read by an
optical character recognition device or other counting device. Requires the voting system to
provide the voter with an opportunity to correct any system-made error in the voter-verified
paper ballot before it is permanently preserved.

Requires the Director of the National Science Foundation (NSF) to make grants to eligible
entities to study, test, and develop accessible ballot voting, verification, and casting
mechanisms and devices and best practices to enhance the accessibility of paper ballot voting
and verification mechanisms for individuals with disabilities, for voters whose primary language
is not English, and for voters with difficulties in literacy.

Prescribes requirements for: (1) publication of poll tapes, (2) treatment of ballots cast at early
voting sites and of absentee ballots, and (3) the counting of provisional ballots that will be
treated as votes.

Prescribes laboratory conflict-of-interest requirements and prohibitions.

Requires the NSF Director to make grants to eligible entities to conduct research on the
development of election-dedicated voting system software.

Requires each state, except when the winning candidate had no opponent or received 80% or
more of the votes, to administer audits of federal election results, without advance notice to
the precincts selected, consisting of random hand counts of the voter-verified paper ballots.

Requires the Election Auditor of a state, as soon as practicable after the completion of an
audit, to submit the results to EAC for publication.

Prohibits certification of the results of any election until completion of audits.
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Latest Title: Voter Empowerment Act of 2013

Sponsor: Sen Gilibrand, Kirsten E. [NY] (introduced 1/23/2013) Cosponsors (7)
Related Bills: H.R.12

Latest Major Action: 1/23/2013 Referred to Senate committee, Status: Read twice and
referred to the Committee on Rules and Administration.

SUMMARY AS OF:
1/23/2013--Introduced.

Voter Empowerment Act of 2013 - Voter Registration Modernization Act of 2013 - Amends
the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (NVRA) to require each state to make available
official public websites for online voter registration.

Authorizes automated voter registration of certain individuals and establishes other initiatives
to promote voter registration, such as same day registration and voter registration of
individuals under 18 years of age.

Amends the federal criminal code to prohibit hindering, interfering with, or preventing voter
registration,

Amends the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA} to establish requirements for states to
promote access to voter registration and voting for individuals with disabilities, including a
single office for providing related information.

Directs the Election Assistance Commission (EAC) to make grants to eligible states to conduct
pilot programs enabling individuals with disabilities to register to vote and vote privately and
independently at their own residences (including by telephone).

Amends HAVA to reauthorize the program of grants to state and local governments to assure
voting access for individuals with disabilities.

Amends the federal criminal code to prohibit state or local election officials from preventing an
individual from registering or voting in any federal election (voter caging), or from permitting a
formal challenge under state law to an individual's registration status or eligibility to vote, if the
basis for such decision is evidence consisting of: (1) a voter caging document or voter caging
list, {2) an unverified match list, (3} an error or omission on voter application or registration
documents that is not material to an individual's eligibility to vote, or (4) any other evidence so
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family members of absent milit.. .7 personnel. '

Amends the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act with respect to pre-
election reports on availability and transmission of absentee ballots.

Revises the 45-day absentee ballot transmission rule.
Permits use of a single absentee bailot application for subsequent elections.
Entitles to leave a federal employee who serves as a poll worker.,

Directs the EAC to: (1) make a grant to each eligible state for poll-worker recruitment and
training, and (2) develop materials for a model state poll worker training program.

Amends HAVA to make available to any person aggrieved by a viclation of uniform and
nondiscriminatory election technology and administration requirements the option to file a
complaint with the Attorney General or pursue a private right of action to enforce such
requirements,

Amends the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to make it unlawful for a chief state
election administration official, unless he or she or a family member is a candidate, to take an
active part in political management or in a political campaign for federal office over which such
official has supervisory authority.

Amends NVRA to treat universities as voter registration agencies.

Amends HAVA to establish minimum notification requirements on behalf of voters affected by
polling place changes.

Directs the Attorney General to: (1) coordinate the establishment of a state-based response
system for responding to questions and complaints from individuals voting or seeking to vote,
or registering to vote or seeking to, in federal elections; (2) establish and operate a toli-free
telephone service to connect directly to such response system; and (3) appoint a Voter
Hotline Task Force.

Makes requirements of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 and HAVA applicable to the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

Amends HAVA to: (1) reauthorize and extend the EAC, and (2) repeal its exemption from
certain government contracting reguirements.

Stay Connected with the Library All ways to connect »

Fird us on Subscribe & Comment Download & Play
| [y e RSS & E-Mail Blogs Podcasts ~ Webcasts  [Tunes U
About | i:qress | Site Map | Contact | Accessibility | Legal | External Link Disclaimer | USA.qov Speech
Enabled =87

thomas.loc.g oviegi-binfbdgueryz?d113:SN00123: @@ @0 &summ2=m&| home/tegislativeData.php|

































