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These regulations affect owners and operator of large-scale capacity cesspools, some of which
are suspected of existing in the City of Los Angeles (City). In 1998, the EPA’s UIC regulations
were amended fo include a national ban on the use of large capacity cesspools. “Large
Capacity” includes any cesspools with the capacity to receive wastewater from 2 or more

residences or 20 or more persons per day for commercial properties. All such cesspools in
operation in 1999 were required to have closed by 2005 to comply with EPA's regulations.

The City of Los Angeles has a total OWTS more commonly known as septic systems, with an
inventory of approximately 13,000, but it is not known how many of them qualify as large
capacity cesspools as defined by EPA’s regulations. The EPA requests City of Los Angeles
assistance fo survey OWTS being used in the City to determine how many of them are
considered large capacity cesspools, confirm their locations, and to pave the way for them to
come into compliance. Compliance may entail connection to sewer, installation of a septic tank
to pre-treat sewage, or other conversion of the system so that it does not meet the criteria as a
large scale cesspool..

Therefore, the purpose of OWTS Survey Project is to identify, locate and confirm large
cesspools in the City, especially those in High Risk areas and disadvantaged communities,
which may be subject to EPA’s UIC regulations.

In conducting the survey, EPA agrees that the City of Los Angeles shall target high risk OWTS
for their higher potential to cause environmental and public health concerns due to their
proximity to impaired surface water bodies or groundwater. Specifically, the City defines high
risk OWTS as those that are located within any of the foliowing distances:

1. 600 feet from 303(d) listed impaired water bodies due to nitrates and bacteria

2. 900 feet from active drinking water wells

3. 150 feet from streams

4. 5 feet from groundwater

An additional benefit of the survey project is that the City will use the site visits as an opportunity
to outreach to its OWTS owners by providing home owner guides fo proper septic system
operation and maintenance, in English and Spanish (see attached brochures). The City of Los
Angeles looks forward to working with the EPA on this survey project.

STATUS OF FINANCING

Funds not to exceed $75,000 from the U.S. EPA will be deposited into the Environmental Affairs
Trust Fund, Fund 537 Departmental Revenue Source 381100 (Other Federal Grants-General)
and will be used for the City of Los Angeles OWTS Survey Project. Front funding will be
provided by the Environmental Affairs Trust Fund,
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APPROVED AS TO FUNDS:

Respectfully

Prepared by:
Rodger Shimatsu (213) 485-2357

ENRIQUENC. R, Director
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Thank you for the opportunity and we look forward to hearing from you, soon. If you have any
questions or require additional information, please, feel free to contact Doug Walters, Assistant
Division Manager, Wastewater Engineering Services Division (WESD) at 323/342-6256 or
Hyginus Mmeje, Sanitation Wastewater Manager, at 323/342-6241.

Sincerely,

Enrique Zaldivar, P.E., Director
Bureau of Sanitation

Attachment: Workplan for City of Los Angeles Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (OWTS)
Survey Project

CC: Elizabeth Janes, USEPA, Region IX

Eric Wu, Regional Water Quality Control Board

Traci Minamide, Chief Operating Officer, BOS

Adel Hagekhalili, Assistant Director, BOS

Ali Poosti, Division Manager, WESD/BOS

Doug Walters, Assistant Division Manager, WESD/BOS
Hyginus Mmeje, Sanitation Wastewater Manager, WESD/BOS
Lisa Mowery, Division Manager, FMD/BOS

Arnil Aguilar, Sr. Management Analyst, FEMD/BOS
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observations, and records into the excel spreadsheet database, and the progress of the
project will be updated as needed.

FUNDING SOURCE

The City of Los Angeles’ Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems Survey Project is
expecting to receive funds through the EPA. The City is willing to contract with the EPA
to conduct citywide OWTS surveys to develop an inventory of large capacity cesspools
that pose a threat to surface water and groundwater, and do not comply with UIC
regulations. To initiate this Citywide planning effort, the EPA is willing to provide up to
$75,000 to assist with site visits using City staff personnel in order that the knowledge to
be gained will be retained in-house.

BUDGET
Category [tem ~ Estimated Cost
Field work equipment
(Ex. Laptop, camera,
Equipment, Materials & | Microsoft Project software, $5.000
Supplies helmets, gloves, measuring >
tapes, flash lights, safety
vests, etc.)
Travel, Time, data
Personnel collec‘:tlo.n, research, $59,083
permission/approvals
) needed for site visits
Educational Materials, Brochure printing, map $5.000
Training & Qutreach printing ’
Research and planning
. during the 2 months prior to
Resealg:ll)lAPétmgzg, and site visits and the 2 months $5,917
P after site visits, for EPA
reporting

Costs per site

Time spent by City personnel (including planning, site visits, and post site visits), in
addition to traveling distance, equipment & outreach costs were used to develop the cost
per site. An average salary of $44 per hour was used for 2 City Personnel (Engineer &
Field Technician). The burdened salary was calculated using a factor of 1.8 ($79.20).
With a $75,000 budget, the City will be able to conduct a total of 181 site visits based on
a total cost per site of approximately $414.36 (See table below).










Residential
Other (1-2 Dwelling Units) 4,272 12,973
Total 11,329 12,973
PROPOSED TIMELINE

The timeline is listed in detail below, with an estimated start date of January 7, 2013:

Date Task Duration
October 2012 — November 2012 Workplan Development 2 months
December 1%, 2012 US EPA Submittal Deadline | — -——--—----
December 2012 US EPA Review & Approval 1 month
January 2013 -- February 2013 Research & Planning 2 months
March 2013 —to August 2013 Site Visits 6 months
September 2013 — October 2013 | T mal Report ‘gépsﬁbmiﬁai US| 5 months

Site Visit duration was calculated by assuming:

One (1) team of crew members conducting site visits
- Four (4) site visits per day

- Conducting site visits two (2) days per week

(181 OWTS = 8 OWTS per week) = Approximately 23 weeks, or 6 months

Attachments:

1. City of Los Angeles’ homeowner’s guide to septic systems.
2. OWTS Site Visit Checklist

3. City of Los Angeles OWTS map



