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Date: APR 05201$
Los Angeles City Council
Room 395, City Hall
200 North Spring Street, Room 410
Los Angeles, California 90012

Attention: Sharon Gin, Legislative Assistant
Planning and Land Use Management Committee

Fely , . Pi 01, Commission Executive Assistant
Cultural Heritage Commission

CASE NUMBER: CHC-2013-243-HCM
EGASSE-BRAASCH HOUSE
2327 WEST HILL DRIVE

At the Cultural Heritage Commission meeting of April 4, 2013, the Commission moved to include the above
property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monument, subject to adoption by the City Council.

As required under the provisions of Section 22.171.10 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the
Commission has solicited opinions and information from the office of the Council District in which the site is
located and from any Department or Bureau of the city whose operations may be affected by the designation
of such site as a Historic-Cultural Monument. Such designation in and of itself has no fiscal impact Future
applications for permits may cause minimal administrative costs.

The City Council, according to the guidelines set forth in Section 22.171 of the Los Angeles Administrative
Code, shall act on the proposed inclusion to the list within 90 days of the Councilor Commission action,
whichever first occurs. By resolution, the Council may extend the period for good cause for an additional 15
days,

The Cultural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of the subject modification to the list of
Historic-Cultural Monuments upon adoption by the City Council.

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote:

Moved:
Seconded:
Ayes:
Absent

Commissioner Kennard
Commissioner Louie
Commissioner Barron
Commissioners Hamacher and Scott

Vote: 3-0

Attachment: Application

c: Councilmember Jose Huizar, Fourteen Counc.il District
Myanna and David Dellinger
GIS
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Date: U'R 0 5 2013
Myanna and David Dellinger
2327 West Hill Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90041

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

CASE NUMBER: CHC-2013-243-HC M
EGASSE-BRAASCH HOUSE
2327 WEST HILL DRIVE

As you will note from the attached copy of our communication to the Los Angeles City Council, the
Cultural Heritage Commission has moved to include the above-referenced property in the list of Histone-
Cultural monuments, subject to adoption by the City Council.

In due course, our transmittal will be given a council file number and will be referred to the Council's
Planning and Land Use Management Committee for review and recommendation. If you are interested in
attending the Councif Committee meeting, you should call Sharon Gin at (213) 978-1074 for information
as to the time and place of the Committee and City Council meetings regarding this matter, Please give
Ms. Gin at least one week from the date of this letter to schedule this item on the Committee Agenda
before you call her,

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote:

Moved:
Seconded:
Ayes:
Absent:

Commissioner Kennard
Commissioner Louie
Commissioner Barron
Commissioners Hamacher and Scott

Vote: 3-0

'c. ti go, Commission Executive Assistant
Cultural Heritage Commission

Attachment: Application

c: Councilmember Jose Huizar, Fourteen Councit District
GIS



CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2013-243-HCM
ENV-2013-244-HCM

Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

HEARiNG DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

April 4, 2013
10:00AM
City Hall, Room 1010
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA
90012

Location: 2327 West Hill Drive
Council District: 14
Community Plan Area: North East Los Angeles
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles
Neighborhood Council: Eagle Rock
Legal Description: Lot 7 of Tract 9434

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
EGASSE-BRAASCH HOUSE

REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNER!
APPLICANT:

Myanna and David Dellinger
2327 West Hill Dr.
Los Angeles, CA 90041

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7

2. Adopt the report findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDEDirtKJ2
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application



Egasse-Braasch House
CHC-2013-243-HCM
Page 2 of 3

FINDINGS

The building "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen,
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction" as an example of the
Storybook style.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Built in 1923, this two-story, single family residence in Eagle Rock exhibits character-defining
features of the Storybook style. The subject building is irregular in plan and perched on hilly
terrain. The double-gabled roof is clad in asphalt tile with a curved roofline and contains a
central chimney. A covered walkway leads up to the entryway to a recessed entrance. The
main elevation features an 11-foot tall arched stained glass window flanked by smaller
elongated arched window openings. The stained glass features a lotus flower motif and this
decorative element is repeated in the tiles below the window and throughout the interior. The
subject building's stucco exterior has wood trim and flagstone accents on walls and buttresses.
Windows are wood casement and lead light. A distinct exaggerated arch design is featured on
the driveway archway and on several exterior archways. A covered stairway runs between the
driveway and the subject building. The backyard area contains a gas barbeque set in stone.
Secondary buildings consist of a garage, workshop, carport and a barn. Significant interior
features include wood beamed ceilings, exterior balconies, relief murals, painted murals, and
built-in cabinetry. Landscaping includes a large oak tree and dense shrubbery.

The subject building was designed by architect Jean L. Egasse for local businessman Albert
Braasch and his wife Constance. Egasse's design for the house was profiled by several
publications at the time for its unique design. Most of his work appears to date mostly from the
1920s and is located in Laguna Beach, CA. The subject building appears to be Egasse's first
full-scale home building project. The subject property was sold by the Braasch family to Doug
McNaughton in 1979 who proceeded to rent the house out to various tenants, including Ben
Affleck and Matt Damon, who lived there in the 1990s while writing their award winning
screenplay for the film "Good Will Hunting". The subject building is listed in Gehbard and
Winter's seminal "An Architectural GUidebook to Los Angeles,"

DISCUSSION

Additions include a studio room near the living room area from the 1940s and an additional
room on the second floor from 1997.

The Egasse-Braasch House historic property successfully meets one of the specified Historic-
Cultural Monument criteria: "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type



Egasse-Braasch House··
CHC-2013-243-HCM
Page 3 of 3

specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction." As a
significant Storybook style residential building designed by architect Jean L. Egasse, the
property qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.

BACKGROUND
At its meeting of February 7, 2013, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the
application under consideration. On March 7, 2013, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured
the subject property.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT ("CEQA") REVIEW

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 "consists of actions
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory
process involves procedures for protection of the environment."

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 "consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Ptopetties with Guidelines for
Preserving, RehabiUtating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings."

The designation of the Egasse-Braasch House property as a Historic-Cultural Monument in
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code ("LAAC")
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set
forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible
alterations and new construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic structures. The
Secretary of the Interior's Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and
reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings.



CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2013-243-HCM
ENV-2013-244-HCM

Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

HEARING DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

February 7, 2013
10:00 AM
City Hall, Room 1010
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA
90012

Location: 2327 West Hill Drive
Council District: 14
Community Plan Area: North East Los Angeles
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles
Neighborhood Council: Eagle Rock
Legal Description: Lot 7 of Tract 9434

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
EGASSE-BRAASCH HOUSE

REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNERl
APPLICANT:

Myanna and David Dellinger
2327 West Hill Dr.
Los Angeles, CA 90041

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

MICHAEL J, LOGRANDE
Director of Plan 'ng

~ger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources

Ken ernstein, AICP, Manager
Office of Historic Resources

Edgar Garcia, Preservation a
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application



Egasse-Braasch House
CHC~2013~243-HCM
Page 2 of 2

SUMMARY

Built in 1923, this two-story, single family residence in Eagle Rock exhibits character-defining
features of the Storybook style. The subject building is irregular in plan and perched on hilly
terrain. The double-gabled roof is clad in asphalt tile with a curved roofline and contains a
central chimney. A covered walkway leads up to the entryway to a recessed entrance. The
main elevation features an 11-foot tall arched stained glass window flanked by smaller
elongated arched window openings. The stained glass features a lotus flower motif and this
decorative element is repeated in the tiles below the window and throughout the interior. The
subject building's stucco exterior has wood trim and flagstone accents on walls and buttresses.
Windows are wood casement and leadlight. A distinct exaggerated arch design is features on
the driveway archway and on several exterior archways. A covered stairway runs between the
driveway and the subject building. The backyard area contains a gas barbeque set in stone.
Secondary buildings consist of a garage, workshop, carport and a barn. Significant interior
features include wood beamed ceilings, exterior balconies, relief murals, painted murals, and
built-in cabinetry. Landscaping includes a large oak tree and dense shrubbery.

The subject building was designed by architect Jean L. Egasse for local businessman Albert
Braasch and his wife Constance. Egasse's design for the house was profiled by several
publications at the time for its unique design. His work appears to date mostly from the 1920s
and is located in Laguna Beach, CA. The subject building appears to be Egasse's first full-scale
home building project. The subject property was sold by the Braasch family to Doug
McNaughton in 1979 who proceeded to rent the house out to various tenants, including Ben
Affleck and Matt Damon, who lived there in the 1990s while writing their award winning
screenplay for the film "Good Will Hunting". The subject building is listed in Gehbard and
Winter's seminal "An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles."

Additions include a studio room near the living room area from the 1940s and an additional
room on the second floor from 1997.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET

TYPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

Complete One or Both of the Upper and Lower Portions of Tbis Page

THE ..:::E:;:lg.:::a:::::ss::::e::--;::B:..:ra::::a~s~c~h~H.!.:"o::.::u:.:::s::::e IS AN IMPORTANT EXAMPLE OF
NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT

___________________________ ~S~to::::r~y~bo~o~k~ ARCHITECTIfllli
ARCHITECTURALS1YLE (SEE UNE 8)

AND MEETS THE CULTURAL HERITAGE ORDINANCE BECAUSE OF THE HIGH QUALITY OF ITS DESIGN AND THE RETENTION

OF ITS ORlGINAL FORM, DETARING AND INTEGRITY.

THE -=E:o;9!..::a:.=s:.=s.::..8--=B=.r.=a.=a.::..sc=.h.:.--=-H:..::o.=u:.=s.::..e WAS BUILT IN 1_9_2_3__ ~
NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT YEAR BUILT

_________ ~T~h~e_E-'9-:.,a~s_s~8_N_o_r_m_a_n_S_t_o-"ry'"_b_o_o_k_H_o_u_S_8 WAS IMPORTANT TO THE
NAME OF FIRST OR SIGNlFICANT OTHER

DEVELOPMENT OF LOS ANGELES BECAUSE it was built as a prime and still remains the main local example of a

and build the ne"l,thouse on the foundations of lNhat had been a 19th century working farm

Storybook house with what appear to be unique Viking/Norman interiors These were commissioned by a local

Eagle Rock entrepreneur, Albert Braasch, and hh~wife Com;tance, Architect lean L Egasse was hired to design

The new design followed Norman lines sllch as the owner imagined were left by the Vikings In its December

1923 edition, tbe "California SOlltbJaod" tblls described the work (See Attachment #1)

HISTOR'C-CULTURAL MONUMENT

APPLICATION



HISTORiC-CULTURAL MONUMENT

ApPLICATION

TYPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

IDENTIFICATiON

1. NAMEOFPROPOSEDMONUMENT ~E~g~a~ss~e~.~B~ra~a~s~c~h_H~o~u~s_e _

CITY =Lo""s:::..;A'-"-'Cng::c:e"-'.''''''es'''--- ZIP CODE _~9::::0~0...!..41~_ COUNCIL DISTRICT __ --'-14-'-- __

2. STREETADDRESS ~2~3~2~7~W~e~s~t~H~iII~D~r~iv~e~ ~------ __ --

3. ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO. ~5~67'__1L·YOO~1.L:-:.::!.O.=:28~ _

4. COMPlETE LEGAL DESCRIPTION: TRACT9-!-:4~3c::!4~ ~

BLOCK ....:n:..:./a.:.-- LOT(S) ....:.7 ARB. NO. --'- __

5. RANGE OF ADDRESSES ON PROPERTY .=23=.:2=7~H:.:.:.it:...:'D=-r:.:..iv:....:e'-- '-- __

6. PRESENTOWNER ~M~y~a~n~na~&~D=a~v~id~D~e~lI~in~g~e~r _

STREET ADDRESS ....::2:.=3,::2~7~W~e::;:s:.::_t~H~ill....::D:..:r~iv~e ..1,E;c~MA~..b!ILL..A1l· DbL6:D:J;:,RE~SSJ..,.:l=_y_a_n_n_a_.d_e_I_1in_.:g:::..e_r_@~g_m_a_il_.c_or

QTY ....:Lo.._s"-'-'A:..:.ng><.e.:...'..:..es"'-- STATE CA ZIP CODE 90041 PHONE (323) 500 0624

O\Vl'0ERSHIP: PRIVATEJ...:. ...:.x-=-- __ PUBUC~ _

7. PRESENT USE R:...:...:..e=.:si~d.::..e...:.nt.::..ia:.::I ORIGINAL USE --'Rc...:...::::.es::.:i.:::.d.:::.en:..:.t::.:ia::::' _

DESCRIPTION

8. ARCffiTE~STYLE ~S=_t~o~ry~b~o~o~k __
(SEE STYLE GUIDE)

9. STATE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE OR STRUCIlJRE (SEE OPTIONAL DECRwrrON WORK SHEET. 11'AGE IvL"'XllllU~Q

See attachment #2.

HISTORIC,CULTURAL MONUMENT

APPLICATION



HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT

ApPLICATION

NAME OF PROPOSED MON UMENT_~~~_~E--,g",-a_s_s_e_-B_ra_a_sc_h_H_o_u_s_e _

10. CONS1RUCTION DATE: 1_n_'1_'" FACTUAL: 8 ESTLtvIATED: 0

11. ARCHITECT, DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER Jean L. Egasse, born in Paris, France, 1887

12. CONTRACTOR OR OTIIER BUILDER~Je~a~n.!....!::.L.:....!E:::.:g:;1!a~s::=s:.:::e _

(I 8X10 BUICK AND \VHITE GLOSSY AND 1 DIGITAL E-MATLED TO CULTURAL HERrL~GE COMil-nssrON@LACITY.ORG)

13. DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS -C::..9/:.:;:2:..;...7.;.c:/2::..;:O;....;.1=2 _

14. CONDITION: D EXCELLENT CGOOD ~FAIR [J DETERIORATED !]NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE

15. ALTERATIONS Kitchen has been added to over time (dates unknown). Most recently, kitchen cabinetry was

added in the 1980s.

Dormer room was added to second floor within the past approximately 10-15 years.

The studio room off the living room was added in the 1930s or 1940s.

16, THREATS TO SITE: 0 NONE KNOWN 0 PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT 0 VANDALISM DPUBLIC WORKS PROJECT

o ZONING

17. IS TIIE STRUCTURE: 12:, ON ITS ORIGINAL SITE c: MOVED 0 UN:K:I\!OWN

SIGNIFICANCE

18, BIUEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITC\crURAL INll'ORTANCE: ING.UDE DATES, EVENTS, AND PERSON ASSOCIATED

WITH THE SITE (SEE ALSO SIGNIFICANCE \,VORKSHEET. 750 WORDS MAXIMUM IF USING ADDITIONAL SHEETS)

See attachment #3.

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT

APPLICATION

19. SOURCES (LIST BOOKS, DOCUMENTS, SURVEYS, PERSONAL INTERVIEWS W1TI1 DATES) California Southland, 1211 923 & 1/1924;

An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles, p_312, 2003; Images of America - Eagle Rock, p,30, 2009

www.huffingtonPostcom, 5/27/2011; Interviews: Doug McNaughton 2/2012, 5/2012; Doris Theilen 10/2012

20. DATE FORM PREPARED~~ 11_f_5_/2_0_1_2 PREPARER'S NAME __ M--<...y_an_n_a_an_d_D_a_v_id_D_e_l_lin~g"__e_r__

ORGANIZATION_N_/A ~~ETADDRESS_23_2_7_H __ill_D_r_iv_e ___

CITY L-'-o'-'s-'-A-'-n~g'_'e_'_le:...:s ~.STATE CA ZIP CODE--'-9--'--0~04_1'---__ PHONE (323)500 0624

E-11AIL ADDRESS: myanna_dellinger@gmail.com



DESCRIPTION WORK SHEET

TYPE OR HAND PRINT rN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

THE ~E~g~a~s~s~e~·~B~ra~a~s~c~h~H~o~u~s~e~ ISA VNO ·STOR~
NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT NUMBER OF STORIES

Storybook ___ 9_._lr_re_g_u_la_r ~~PLAN re_s_id_e_n_c_e ~~
PLAN SHAPE [Click 10 See Chart) STRUGnIRE USE (RESIDENCE, ETC.)ARCHITECTURAL STYLE (SEE LINE 8 ABOVE)

WITH A -=S.:;tu~C:.:C:.:O FINISH AND ~w"'"o;;;,.,o.:...d--'-- TRIM.
MATERIAL (WOOD SLIDING. WOOD SHINGLES, BRICK, STUCCO, ETC.) MATERIAL (WOOD, METAL, ETC.)

ITS 7.0ffset Gable 0 ROOF IS asphalt tife . w_o_o_d _
ROOF SHAPE IClick 10 See Ch~rt\ MATERIAL (CLAY TILE, ASPHALT OR WOOD SHINGLES, ETC.) WINDOW MATERIAL

_____ --:- s_ta...:.in~e..:....d~gc:.:la:.:..:s:...:s:..:.,..:..le:..:a:.:..:d:..:e:..:d::.!,....:a.:...r..:..c...:.he..:....d.::...,:..-c:..:a:.:..:s:...:e:.:.m:.:.e...,.n_t--:- __ --:-~WlNDOWS ARE PART OF TIlE DESIGN.
WINDOW TYPE [DOUBLE·HUNG (SLIDES UP & DOWN), CASEMENT (OPENS OUT), HORIZON-w SLIDING, ETc.1

1HE ENrRY FEATURES A -:-~-- -c-e-n-te-r-e-d=_=::_=:,___"..,..._=_:_:_-------------
DOOR LOCATION (RECESSED, CENTERED, OFF·CENTER, CORNER, ETC.)

_1_1_,S_ix_o_r_M_o_r_e_P:::-a=n:::-e::-::ls=-=-=-==-=:-- ~ e'__ DOOR. ADDITIONAL CHARACI'ER DEFJNING ELEMENTS
ENTRY DOOR SlYLE (Click to Sea Chart)

OF 1HE STRUCTIJRE ARE Two gables, gently curved slope roof, covered stairway from driveway,
IDENTIfY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCH AS PORCHES (SEE CHART); BALCONIES: NUMBER AND SHAPE OF DORMERS [Click 10 See Ch~rt)

arched-covered-buttress-supported viewpoint, matching arched driveway entrance,
NUMBER AND LOCATION OF CHIMNEYS; SHlJ1TERS: SECONDARY FINISH MATERIALS; PARAPETS: METAL TRIM: DECORATIVE TILE OR CAST STONE: ARCHES:

multiple arched windows, one central chimney, two front stained glass windows, rouqhly-hewn railings,
ORNAMENTAL WOODWORK: SYMMETRY OR ASYMMETRY: CORNICES; FRlEZES: TOWERS OR TURRETS: BAY WINDOWS: HALFTIMBERING; HORIZONTALLY;

VERTICALLY: FORMALITY OR INfORMALITY: GARDEN WAllS, ETC.
flagstone accents on walls and buttresses.

SECONDARY BUIlDINGS CONSIST OF A -C.G..c.a7.r:::;ag;:<;e=,w,:-;;-o:-::rk-cs'::ch;:;-o~p"'c'::::c::::a:-:rp""o:::rt::::::;ac-;:n-;d:::b""a_r_n _
IDENTIFY GARAGE: GARDEN SHELTER, ETC.

SIGNIFlCANT INfERIOR SPACES INCLUDE Wooden beamed ceilings, exterior village·look balcony and roof inside entryway
IDENTIFY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCH AS WOOD PANELING; MOLDINGS AND TRIM; SPECIAL GLASS WINDOWS;

ORNATE CEILINGS: PLASTER MOLDINGS; UGHT FIXTURES; PAINTED DECORATION: CERAMIC TIME; STAIR BALUSTRADES; BUILT-IN FURNITURE, ETC.
relief murals, non-relief murals, carved beams and accents, bullt-ln rough shelves, benches and desks

IMPORTANT LANDSCAPING INCLUDES ~_o_n_e_la_r""'g_e!....,_Ie_a_n_in->g,,--o_a_k_tr_e_e_. _
IDENTIFY NOTABLE MATURE TREES AND SHRUBS

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT

APPLICATION



Myanna (formerly Marianne) and David Dellinger
2327 Hill Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90041
323-500-0624
myanna.dellinger@gmail.com

City of Los Angeles, HCM Application, Historical Significance Attachment #1

November 5, 2012

The Egasse-Braasch House is important to the development of Los Angeles because it is a major
local example of a Storybook house. This style was mainly popular for a short period of time in
the 1920s. Thus, not many Storybook houses are found in Los Angeles today, but the Egasse-
Braasch House is one of them. Further, the house is still very well-known by locals, showing
that it was and remains an important contribution to Eagle Rock and now Los Angeles.

The House was commissioned by a local Eagle Rock entrepreneur, Albert Braasch, and his wife
Constance. Architect Jean L. Egasse was hired to design and build the new house on the
foundation of what was originally a 19th century working farm. The house is located on one of
the highest points in the neighborhood and at the top of a hill on the property itself. It appears
majestic because of its style and location.

The exteriors of the House feature a European look. According to a quote by the architect in the
California Southland (December 1923): "In this particular instance, Norman lines, such as [those
which] were left by the descendants of the Vikings, following their peregrinations of an ante-
medieval period, were the main source of inspiration. Saxony and Northern Italy were also
borrowed from in carrying out the exterior. The curves and arches, although not symmetrical,
are geometrically related in order to create an ensemble of harmonious lines suggestive of
spiritual truths."

The interiors of the house are heavily inspired by Northern Europe styles, in particular
VikinglNorman imagery. Parts of the interiors of the house appear as a Norman village with
balconies, exterior windows and roofs; all inside. As was noted about the house in the 2003 "An
Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles," one might expect "Hansel and Gretel to appear at any
moment."

Albert's wife, Constance, a popular music teacher and artist, added her own touches to the
interior with fanciful wall murals and sculptures, which are still intact. Ceiling murals depict
slightly overcast skies such as those typical in Northern Europe on a summer day. The murals
include 3D seagulls protruding from the ceiling and giant hand-carved, lotus-shaped wooden
light fixtures. The house also features a very large, original stained glass window visible from
the street, also with the lotus-inspired design favored by Constance. This design is repeated in
the entryway tiles.

The Egasse-Braasch House is thus an important example of what can be accomplished between
the close collaboration between owners willing to create their personal dream house and an
architect skillfully able to incorporate the landscape with the architecture of the structure.
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The Egasse Norman Storybook House is a two-story residential structure with exteriors and
interiors featuring numerous arches, unusual angles and decorative wooden structures and
ornaments both inside and out.

The 2,200-square-foot Eagle Rock house sits at the top of approximately half an acre of sloped,
rocky hillside property which itself is located at the top of a hill. The plaster- and stucco-covered
house is highly visible from the surrounding area. It features a double-gabled, curved roofline
with asphalt tile roofing. Important to the style of the house is the numerous fairy tale-style
arched windows and covered walkways. The house itself rests on a brick foundation. The
plumbing is, for the most part, original.

The Eastern covered patio and entryway rest on a buttress. The entrance to the house is located
at the top of a connected, covered, angled walkway with 24 steps. The arched storybook theme
is reflected in a covered arch over the entrance to the driveway. The interior entry way has a
French village look including "outside" windows, multiple shingled roofs and gables, a.balcony
and outdoor-style lamps, but all inside. The entry way also features an l l-foot tall arched stained
glass window with a lotus flower motif. This window is in good shape and is visible from far
away. The lotus motif repeats in the floor tiles below the window, on the mantle above the
fireplace, as well as several other places in the house.

The interior of the house features twelve uniquely designed rooms, each with varying angles and
ceiling heights. There are two bathrooms and four bedrooms; one bathroom and two bedrooms
upstairs as well as one bathroom and two bedrooms downstairs. Many windows are leaded.
Some are stained glass. Some are square, some are arched.

The living room features wood-beam ceilings, relief-sculptured decorative sconce lighting,
murals, flagstone-accented walls and a central fireplace. The dining room features a mural
depicting a seaside scene with 3D seagulls and a Viking ship in relief. There is another mural on
a high wall in a service room, also depicting a seaside scene. The entryway, living room and
dining room have several built-in bookcases, desks and shelves made from wood in a rough-
hewn style.

The two kitchen areas have been both altered and added to since the house was built. The
current style does not match the original design.

The backyard features an original gas BBQ set in stone and surrounded by a rock seating
arrangement. The front yard similarly makes extensive use of rock and flagstone in the two large
asymmetrical and sweeping stairs down towards the front gate.
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# 18: BRIEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:
INCLUDE DATES~EVENTS~ AND PERSON ASSOCIATED WITH THE SITE:

Albert J. Braasch, the original owner, was a local entrepreneur who owned the AJ. Braasch
Heating Company in Eagle Rock. Mr. Braasch was known to be a shrewd business man with a
stern personality, but was well liked in the neighborhood. His wife, Constance, was a
pianoteacher and artist. She conducted her piano lessons for children out of 2327 Hill Drive and
was known to be very smiling and friendly.

Albert Braasch hired architect Jean L. Egasse to design and build the house. Mr. Egasse was
born in France in 1887. By 1911, he was listed as a Land Workers General Student in England.
He married an Englishwoman in 1912 and they set sail for New York in March of that year.
They were in Los Angeles by the 1920 census. Research shows that at age 36, the 2327 Hill
Drive property was Mr. Egasse's first full-scale home building project. In 1923-24, Mr. Egasse
was based in Eagle Rock and advertized "Architectural and Landscape Designs". He was to
design and build a new dream house with inspiration from another era utilizing the foundation
and some materials of what was originally a 19th century working farm. Mr. Egasse was able to
complete this task successfully. In its January 1924 edition, the "California Southland" thus
described the work to be done by Egasse as "to design a house for a hillside as one would plan an
ornament for a crown or sword hilt; to make the hill a picture or a tapestry of houses and gardens
- this is the craft of Mr. J. L. Egasse who seems able to grasp the ensemble of a hillside and to
build his house and garden as a part of the landscape." Mr. Egasse's other known architectural
works are listed separately. It is noteworthy that his works were built in cities that later became
known to be artists' communities such as Eagle Rock itself and Laguna Beach, California.

After the original owners passed away, their daughter, Constance Merritt, inherited the house.
She sold it to Doug McNaughton in 1979. Mr. McNaughton subsequently rented the house to
numerous renters, including Ben Affleck and Matt Damon, who lived in the house while writing
their Academy-A ward-winning screenplay for Good Will Hunting (Best Screenplay, 1998).

The house is currently owned by David Dellinger, a Southern California native, and Myanna
Dellinger, who is originally from Denmark. .
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Jean L. Egasse's other known architectural works:

Year Location Description
1923 2191 Ocean "The Ark" is a historic Moss Street oceanfront home. This

Way,Laguna extraordinary example of the Arts and Crafts style is on the city of
Beach,CA Laguna Beach's list excellent rated homes. Circa 1923, and designed
92651 by [Jean] Egasse, the home retains all of its integrity, charm, and

whimsical style. The home includes three bedrooms, a loft, and a
separate guest house over the garage, private access to the sand, and
great views. Spectacular ocean and coastline views.

1925 5320 Hilltop "Hilltop Castle" was originally part of the McCaste Estate, designed
Road, Los by Jean L. Egasse in 1925, the owners subdivided the land in 1926.
Angeles, CA The picturesque hideaway is a wonderful example of the Storybook
90041 style; with its quirky archways, turreted foyer, cathedral ceiling and

"English-meets-California-nati veil garden.
1926 1280 N. Coast A very unique eclectic three-story house with Normandy Revival

Hwy, Laguna influence, the house features an irregular plan with a multi-gabled and
Beach,CA multi-turreted profile. The various wings of the house are defined by
92651 individual projections and turrets all staggered at various intervals.

The main entry is on a corner angle beneath an angled bay projection
and adjacent to a two-story rounded bay with two levels of long
rectangular windows of which the upper set have got high arches.
Windows are of varying sizes and heights, but all are multi-paned.

1927 305 Forest Ave, The Jahraus Building, also known as the South Coast News or
Laguna Beach, Eschbach building. This Normandy Revival building was constructed
CA 92651 as the headquarters ofthe South Coast News, the newspaper's home

for 45 years (1927-72).
1927 384 Forest The Laguna Beach Lumber Company, now a restaurant: a folktale

Avenue, Norman-styled building with wide, rounded eaves and gables.
Laguna Beach,
CA 92651
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FINDINGS

The building "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen,
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction" as an example of the
Storybook style.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Built in 1923, this two-story, single family residence in Eagle Rock exhibits character-defining
features of the Storybook style. The subject building is irregular in plan and perched on hilly
terrain. The double-gabled roof is clad in asphalt tile with a curved roofline and contains a
central chimney. A covered walkway leads up to the entryway to a recessed entrance. The
main elevation features an 11-foot tall arched stained glass window flanked by smaller
elongated arched window openings. The stained glass features a lotus flower motif and this
decorative element is repeated in the tiles below the window and throughout the interior. The
subject building's stucco exterior has wood trim and flagstone accents on walls and buttresses.
Windows are wood casement and leadlight. A distinct exaggerated arch design is featured on
the driveway archway and on several exterior archways. A covered stairway runs between the
driveway and the subject building. The backyard area contains a gas barbeque set in stone.
Secondary buildings consist of a garage, workshop, carport and a barn. Significant interior
features include wood beamed ceilings, exterior balconies, relief murals, painted murals, and
built-in cabinetry. Landscaping includes a large oak tree and dense shrubbery.

The subject building was designed by architect Jean L. Egasse for local businessman Albert
Braasch and his wife Constance. Egasse's design for the house was profiled by several
publications at the time for its unique design. Most of his work appears to date mostly from the
19205 and is located in Laguna Beach, CA. The subject building appears to be Egasse's first
full-scale home building project. The subject property was sold by the Braasch family to Doug
McNaughton in 1979 who proceeded to rent the house out to various tenants, including Ben
Affleck and Matt Damon, who lived there in the 1990s while writing their award winning
screenplay for the film "Good Will Hunting". The subject building is listed in Gehbard and
Winter's seminal "An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles."

DISCUSSION

Additions include a studio room near the living room area from the 1940s and an additional
room on the second floor from 1997.

The Egasse-Braasch House historic property successfully meets one of the specified Historic-
Cultural Monument criteria: "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
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specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction." As a
significant Storybook style residential building designed by architect Jean L. Egasse, the
property qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.

BACKGROUND

At its meeting of February 7, 2013, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the
application under consideration. On March 7, 2013, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured
the subject property.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT ("CEQA") REVIEW

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 "consists of actions
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or focal ordinance, to assure the
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory
process involves procedures for protection of the environment."

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 "consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent w;th the Secretary
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings."

The designation of the Egasse-Braasch House property as a Historic-Cultural Monument in
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code ("LAAC")
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set
forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible
alterations and new construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic structures. The
Secretary of the Interior's Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC

. and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
. consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment

through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and
reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings.
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SUMMARY

Built in 1923, this two-story, single family residence in Eagle Rock exhibits character-defining
features of the Storybook style. The subject building is irregular in plan and perched on hilly
terrain. The double-gabled roof is clad in asphalt tile with a curved roofline and contains a
central chimney. A covered walkway leads up to the entryway to a recessed entrance. The
main elevation features an 11-foot tall arched stained glass window flanked by smaller
elongated arched window openings. The stained glass features a lotus flower motif and this
decorative element is repeated in the tiles below the window and throughout the interior. The
subject building's stucco exterior has wood trim and flagstone accents on walls and buttresses.
Windows are wood casement and leadlight. A distinct exaggerated arch design is features on
the driveway archway and on several exterior archways. A covered stairway runs between the
driveway and the subject building. The backyard area contains a gas barbeque set in stone.
Secondary buildings consist of a garage, workshop, carport and a barn. Significant interior
features include wood beamed ceilings, exterior balconies, relief murals, painted murals, and
built-in cabinetry. Landscaping includes a large oak tree and dense shrubbery.

The subject building was designed by architect Jean L. Egasse for local businessman Albert
Braasch and his wife Constance. Egasse's design for the house was profiled by several
publications at the time for its unique design. His work appears to date mostly from the 19205
and is located in Laguna Beach, CA. The subject building appears to be Egasse's first full-scale
home building project. The subject property was sold by the Braasch family to Doug
McNaughton in 1979 who proceeded to rent the house out to various tenants, including Ben
Affleck and Matt Damon, who lived there in the 1990s while writing their award winning
screenplay for the film "Good Will Hunting". The subject building is listed in Gehbard and
Winter's seminal "An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles."

Additions include a studio room near the living room area from the 1940s and an additional
room on the second floor from 1997.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be Significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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ARCHITECTU ..~.tH;''SIGNIFICANCE .

______________________________ ~S~to~rLyb~o~o~k~ ARCHITCCTInffi
ARCHln:cruRAL STYLE(SEE LINE 8)

THE --=E:;:!g.::::a::::.ss::::e:::.--~B:::ra~a::::s::::c:::.h=_:H~ou::::.s::::e::...._ IS AN IMPORTANT EXAMPLE OF
NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT

AND MEETS THE CULTURAL HERITAGE ORDINANCE BECAUSE OF 1BE I-llGH QUAlITY OF ITS DESIGN AND THE RETENTION

OF ITS ORIGINAL FORM, DETAILING AND INTEGRITY.

HISTORICAL SfGr'UFICANCE- - - - -'
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NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT YEAR BUILT

___________ T_h_e_E--'g~a_s_s_e_N_o_r_m_a_n_S_t_o...:.fy_b_o_o_k_H_o_u_s_e WAS IMPORTANT TO 1BE
NAME OF FIRST OR SIGNIFICANT OTHER

The new design followed Norman lines sllch as the owner imagined were left by the \likings 10 its December

DEVELOPMENT OF LOS ANGELES BECAUSE it was built as a prime and still remains the main local example of a

Storybook house with what appear to be unique Viking/Norman interiors These were commissioned by a local

Eagle Rock entrepreneur, Albert Bra6lsch, and his 'Mife Constance. Architect Jean L. Egasse 'Nas hired to design

and build the new house on the foundations of what had been a 19th century 'ivorking farm

1923 edition, the "California Southland" thl IS described the work (See Attachment #1)
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1. NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT E.::cga_s_s_e_-B_ra_a_s_ch_H_o_u_se _

2. STREETADDRE~ ~ ~2~3~2~7~W~e~s~t~H~il~ID~r~iv~e~ ~

CITY L=o=s"-'A'-!nc:c9""'e:::.!.leo::.:s"'- ZIP CODE __ 9::..:0:...c:0,-4:....:1__ COUNCIL DISTRIcr 1-'--4-'--__

3. ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO. -"'5""'"67!....1.'--..::<.00""-1-'----"'0~28~ _

4. COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 1RAcr9e...4!.-"3'--'4'--- _

BLOCK ->--~n/_.:::a~ LOT(S) _. __.__ ----07 ARB. NO. ---'-- _

5. RANGE OF ADDRESSES ON PROPERTY =-23=.,:2=.c7c......:....H""U:...,:1D=-r:..:...ivc....:e'---- _

6. PRESENTOWNER ~M~y~a~n~na~&:....:D=.ca~v~jd~D~e~ll~in~g~e=-r _

STREET ADDRESS -=2:..::3-=2..:..-7-=W~e:..::s...::...t~H_=iII-=D:......r:......jv-=e ,.bE;c-N.ill1A~IL"""Au·D~D"""RE.b<>d!SS""-:l..:...y_a_n_n_a_.d_e_I_lin_'g"'_e_r_@~g_m_a_i_l.c_or
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O\'V'NERSHIP: PRIVAT"-'E~ :....:X-'-- _ PUBUC.~ _

7. PRESENT USE R_e_s_id_e_n_ti_a_1 ORlGINAL USE --'-R""'e:,.=s,;:..:id:..,:e:..:...n..:::.tia;:;:;I'-- _

DESCRIPTION

8. ARCHTIE~~E :....:S=-t=o~ry~b:,.=o~o~k __
(SEE STYLEGUIDE)

See attachment #2.

9. STATE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRlPTION OF THE SITE OR STRUCTURE (SEE OPTIONAL DECRIPTION WORK SHEET. 1 PAGE iIoL....XIi\/UlIQ
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APPLICATION
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NAME OF PROPOSED MON UMENT E-'g"'-a_s_se_-B_ra_a_s_c~h_H_o_u_s_e _

10. CONSTRUCTION DATE: ~n')'J FACTUAL: r::J ESTUvLATED: C'----------------------------------
11. ARCHITECI, DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER Jean L. Egasse, born in Paris, France, 1887

12. CONTRACTOR OR OTI-IER BuILDER::::.Je~a~n~L'_.E~g::xa~s~s~e~ ~

13. DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS ~ ~9/~2:..:..7.:...=/2:.,:,:O~1=2 _
(1 2X1O BLACt.: 1"-ND WHITE GLOSSY AND 1 DrGITM. E·MAILED TO CULTURAL HERITAGE COl\ollvDssrON@J.ACJTy.oRG)

14. CONDITION: 0 EXCELLENT C.GOOD ~FAIR [J DETERIORATED DI NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE

15. ALTERATIONS Kitchen has been added to over time (dates unknown). Most recently, kitchen cabinetry was

added in the 1980s.

Dunner room was added to second floor within the past approximately } ()_-1:....;5=-..Lye;:..a::,:r-=:s"-. _

The studio room off the living room was added in the 1930s or 1940s.

16. 1HREATS TO SITE: 0 NONE KNOWN" 0 PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT 0 VANDAllSM 0 PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT

D ZONING [JOTHER ~

17. IS THE STRUCTURE: ~ ON ITS ORIGINAL SITE CMOVED 0 UNKNOWN

SIGNIFICANCE

18. BIUEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECrURt\L IMPORTANCE: INCLUDE DATES, EVENTS, AND PERSON ASSOCIATIZD

WITH THE SITE (SEE ALSOSIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET. 750WORDS tvlAXlMUM IF USING ADDITIONAL SHEETS)

See attachment #3,

HISTORIC·CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLlC~TION

19. SOURCES (LIST BOOKS, DOCUMENTS, SURVEYS, PERSONAL INTERVIEWS WITH DATES) California Southland, 12/1923 & 111924;

An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles, p.312,2003; Images of America" Eagle Rock, p.30, 2009

www.huffingtonPost.com. 5/27/2011; Interviews: Doug McNaughton 2/2012,5/2012; Doris Theilen 10/2012

20. DATE FORM PREPARED ........:..11..:...c/...:.5.:..::!2::.c:0-'1..:::::2~PREPARER'S NAME _........:..M-'-C.Lya=n...;.:n..:..:a"-a::.:cn...:.d"--C.-D_a_vi_d-e0=-e::...:.I",,lln.:..>;9Le:..:..,r__

ORGANIZATION~N_/A~ ~STREETADDRESS_23_2_7 __H_il_IO_r~iv_e ~ __

ClTI ~L~o:....:s::...:.A...;.:n.:..>;gL:e:.:...:le=-=s~---'STATE CA ZIP CODE...=9...=O-=-04...:.1-'--__ PHONE (323)500 0624

E-l'viAIL ADDRESS: myanna.dellinger@gmail.com
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TIIE Egasse-Braasch House IS A two ·STORY,
-------------------N-AM--E-o~F~P~R=O~PO~S~E~D~M~O~N=U~M~E~NT~~~--------------------~ NUMBEROF~ORffiS

____ ~ S_t_o~ry~b_o_o_k 9_.I_rr_e_g_ul_a_r O~PLAN __ ~ re_s_id_e_n_c_e _
ARCHITECi'URAI. STYLE (SEE LINE 8 ABOVE) PLAN SHAPE (Click to See Chart) STRUCfURE USE (RESIDENCE, ETC.)

WITH A --'=S;.::.:tU:..:C:.::C~O FINISH MID -,-:.:w..:::o..:::od=--- TRIM.
MATERIAL (WOOD SLIDING, WOOD SHINGLES, BruCK, STUCCO, ETC.) MATERIAL (WOOD, METAL, ETC.)

7.0ffset Gable'~ h I 'j dIT'S v ROOF IS asp at tl e . woo
ROOF SHAPE (Click to See Chart) MATERIAL (CLAY TILE, ASPHALT OR WOOD SHINGLES, ETC,) WINDOW MATERIAL

stained 91ass, leaded, arched, casement WlNDOWS ARE PART OF THE DESIGN.
WINDOW TYPE {DOUBLE-HUNG (SLIDES UP & DOWN), CASEMENT (OPENS OUT), HOruZONTAL SLIDING, ETC.]

THE ENTRY FEATURES A ..,------,--,---_-::c=e=n=te_r_e=d::-:-::::=:::---:-=:-:-=:-::-~--------~
DOOR LOCATION (RECESSED, CENTERED, OFF-CENTER, CORNER, ETC.)

_1_1_.S_i_x_o_r_M_o_r_e_P=:a=n:::.-e:-:fs::-::-::-=-::::-=:-- O'---DOOR. ADDITIONAL CHARACfER DEFJ.NTh!GEIEMENTS
ENTRY DOOR STYLE (Click 10 See Ch3rtl

OF 1HE STRUCTIJRE ARE Two gables, gently curved slope roof, covered stairway from driveway,
IDENTIFY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCH AS PORCHES (SEE CHART); BALCONIES; NUMBER AND SHAPE OF DORMERS (Click to SeQ Chmll

arched-covered-buttress-supported viewpoint, matching arched driveway entrance,
NUMBER AND LOCATION OF CHIMNEYS, SHlJITERS; SECONDARY FINISH MATEJUALS; PARAPETS; METAL TJUM; DECORATIVE TILE OR CAST ~ONE; ARCHES;

multiple arched windows, one central chimney, two front stained glass windows, roughly-hewn railings,
ORNAMENTAL WOODWORK; SYMMETRY OR ASYMMETRY; CORNICES; FRIEZES; TOWERS OR TURRETS; BAY WINDOWS; HALITIMBERING; HORIZONTALLY;

flagstone accents on walls and buttresses.
VERTICALLY; FORMALITY OR INFORMALITY; GARDEN WALLS, ETC.

SECONDARY BUH.DINGS CONSIST OF A~ G_a_::r::-::ag':':e:::::,':::w~0o-::rk:7s""h;:._o_;,p_:c,;::;:c::::a::-:rp-;::o~rt=a::;::n-;d:;;;:b;;:oa_r_n _
IDENTIFY GARAGE; GARDEN SHELTER, ETC.

SIGNIFICANT INTERIOR SPACES INCLUDE Wooden beamed ceilings, exterior village-loo1< balcony and roof inside entryway
IDENTIFY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCH AS WOOD PANEUNG; MOLDINGS AND TRIM; SPECIAL GLASS WINDOWS;

relief murals, non-relief murals, carved beams and accents, built-in rough shelves, benches and desks
ORNATE CEILINGS; PLASTER MOWINGS; LIGHT FIXTURES; PAINTED DECORATION; CERAMIC TIME; ~AlR BALUSTRADES; BUILT-IN F1.JRNITURE, ETC.

IMPORTANT IANDSCAPING INCLUDES ~ o_n_e_la_r"'-g_e'--,,-le:-ca__n-c:inc"'9,,---o_a_k_tr_e_e_. ~ _
IDENTIFY NOTABLE MATURE TREES AND SHRUBS

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT

APPLICATION
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The Egasse-Braasch House is important to the development of Los Angeles because it is a major
local example of a Storybook house. This style was mainly popular for a short period of time in
the 1920s. Thus, not many Storybook houses are found in Los Angeles today, but the Egasse-
Braasch House is one of them. Further, the house is still very well-known by locals, showing
that it was and remains an important contribution to Eagle Rock and now Los Angeles.

The House was commissioned by a local Eagle Rock entrepreneur, Albert Braasch, and his wife
Constance. Architect Jean L. Egasse was hired to design and build the new house on the
foundation of what was originally a 19th century working farm. The house is located on one of
the highest points in the neighborhood and at the top of a hill on the property itself. It appears
majestic because of its style and location.

The exteriors of the House feature a European look. According to a quote by the architect in the
California Southland (December 1923): "In this particular instance, Norman lines, such as [those
which] were left by the descendants of the Vikings, following their peregrinations of an ante-
medieval period, were the main source of inspiration. Saxony and Northern Italy were also
borrowed from in carrying out the exterior. The curves and arches, although not symmetrical,
are geometrically related in order to create an ensemble of harmonious lines suggestive of
spiritual truths."

The interiors of the house are heavily inspired by Northern Europe styles, in particular
Viking/Norman imagery. Parts of the interiors of the house appear as a Norman village with
balconies, exterior windows and roofs; all inside. As was noted about the house in the 2003 "An
Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles," one might expect "Hansel and Gretel to appear at any
moment."

Albert's wife, Constance, a popular music teacher and artist, added her own touches to the
interior with fanciful wall murals and sculptures, which are still intact. Ceiling murals depict
slightly overcast skies such as those typical in Northern Europe on a summer day. The murals
include 3D seagulls protruding from the ceiling and giant hand-carved, lotus-shaped wooden
light fixtures. The house also features a very large, original stained glass window visible from
the street, also with the lotus-inspired design favored by Constance. This design is repeated in
the entryway tiles.

The Egasse-Braasch House is thus an important example of what can be accomplished between
the close collaboration between owners willing to create their personal dream house and an
architect skillfully able to incorporate the landscape with the architecture of the structure.
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Attachment #2

The Egasse Norman Storybook House is a two-story residential structure with exteriors and
. interiors featuring numerous arches, unusual angles and decorative wooden structures and
ornaments both inside and out.

The 2,200-square-foot Eagle Rock house sits at the top of approximately half an acre of sloped,
rocky hillside property which itself is located at the top of a hill. The plaster- and stucco-covered
house is highly visible from the surrounding area. It features a double-gabled, curved roofline
with asphalt tile roofing. Important to the style of the house is the numerous fairy tale-style
arched windows and covered walkways. The house itself rests on a brick foundation. The
plumbing is, for the most part, originaL

The Eastern covered patio and entry way rest on a buttress. The entrance to the house is located
at the top of a connected, covered, angled walkway with 24 steps. The arched storybook theme
is reflected in a covered arch over the entrance to the driveway. The interior entry way has a
French village look including "outside" windows, multiple shingled roofs and gables, a balcony
and outdoor-style lamps, but.all inside. The entry way also features an l l-foot tall arched stained
glass window with a lotus flower motif. This window is in good shape and is visible from far
away. The lotus motif repeats in the floor tiles below the window, on the mantle above the
fireplace, as well as several other places in the house.

The interior of the house features twelve uniquely designed rooms, each with varying angles and
ceiling heights. There are two bathrooms and four bedrooms; one bathroom and two bedrooms
upstairs as well as one bathroom and two bedrooms downstairs. Many windows are leaded.
Some are stained glass. Some are square, some are arched.

The living room features wood-beam ceilings, relief-sculptured decorative sconce lighting,
murals, flagstone-accented walls and a central fireplace. The dining room features a mural
depicting a seaside scene with 3D seagulls and a Viking ship in relief. There is another mural on
a high wall in a service room, also depicting a seaside scene. The entryway, living room and
dining room have several built-in bookcases, desks and shelves made from wood in a rough-
hewn style.

The two kitchen areas have been both altered and added to since the house was built. The
current style does not match the original design .

. The backyard features an original gas BBQ set in stone and surrounded by a rock seating
arrangement. The front yard similarly makes extensive use of rock and flagstone in the two large
asymmetrical and sweeping stairs down towards the front gate.
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# 18: BRIEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:
INCLUDE DATES, EVENTS, AND PERSON ASSOCIATED WITH THE SITE:

Albert J. Braasch, the original owner, was a local entrepreneur who owned the A.J. Braasch
Heating Company in Eagle Rock. Mr. Braasch was known to be a shrewd business man with a
stern personality, but was well liked in the neighborhood. His wife, Constance, was a
pianoteacher and artist. She conducted her piano lessons for children out of 2327 Hill Drive and
was known to be very smiling and friendly.

Albert Braasch hired architect Jean L. Egasse to design and build the house. Mr. Egasse was
born in France in 1887. By 1911, he was listed as a Land Workers General Student in England.
He married an Englishwoman in 1912 and they set sail for New York in March of that year.
They were in Los Angeles by the 1920 census. Research shows that at age 36, the 2327 Hill
Drive property was Mr. Egasse's first full-scale home building project. In 1923-24, Mr. Egasse
was based in Eagle Rock and advertized "Architectural and Landscape Designs". He was to
design and build a new dream house with inspiration from another era utilizing the foundation
and some materials of what was originally a 19th century working farm. Mr. Egasse was able to
complete this task successfully. In its January 1924 edition, the "California Southland" thus
described the work to be done by Egasse as "to design a house for a hillside as one would plan an
ornament for a crown or sword hilt; to make the hill a picture or a tapestry of houses and gardens
- this is the craft of Mr. J. L. Egasse who seems able to grasp the ensemble of a hillside and to
build his house and garden as a part of the landscape." Mr. Egasse' s other known architectural
works are listed separately. It is noteworthy that his works were built in cities that later became
known to be artists' communities such as Eagle Rock itself and Laguna Beach, California.

After the original owners passed away, their daughter, Constance Merritt, inherited the house.
She sold it to Doug McNaughton in 1979. Mr. McNaughton subsequently rented the house to
numerous renters, including Ben Affleck and Matt Damon, who lived in the house while writing
their Academy-A ward-winning screenplay for Good Will Hunting (Best Screenplay, 1998).

The house is currently owned by David Dellinger, a Southern California native, and Myanna
Dellinger, who is originally from Denmark.
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Jean L. Egasse's other known architectural works:

Year Location Description
1923 2191 Ocean "The Ark" is a historic Moss Street oceanfront home. This

Way, Laguna extraordinary example of the Arts and Crafts style is on the city of
Beach, CA Laguna Beach's list excellent rated homes. Circa 1923, and designed
92651 by [Jean] Egasse, the home retains all of its integrity, charm, and

whimsical style. The home includes three bedrooms, a loft, and a
separate guest house over the garage, private access to the sand, and
great views. Spectacular ocean and coastline views.

1925 5320 Hilltop "Hilltop Castle" was originally part of the McCaste Estate, designed
Road, Los by Jean L. Egasse in 1925, the owners subdivided the land in 1926.
Angeles, CA The picturesque hideaway is a wonderful example of the Storybook
90041 style; with its quirky archways, turreted foyer, cathedral ceiling and

HEnglish-meets-Cal ifornia- native" garden.
1926 1280 N. Coast A very unique eclectic three-story house with Normandy Revival

Hwy, Laguna influence, the house features an irregular plan with a multi-gabled and
Beach,CA multi-turreted profile. The various wings of the house are defined by
92651 individual projections and turrets all staggered at various intervals.

The main entry is on a corner angle beneath an angled bay projection
and adjacent to a two-story rounded bay with two levels of long
rectangular windows of which the upper set have got high arches.
Windows are of varying sizes and heights, but all are multi-paned.

1927 305 Forest Ave, The Jahraus Building, also known as the South Coast News or
Laguna Beach, Eschbach building. This Normandy Revival building was constructed
CA 92651 as the headquarters ofthe South Coast News, the newspaper's home

for 45 years (1927-72).
1927 384 Forest The Laguna Beach Lumber Company, now a restaurant: a folktale

Avenue, Norman-styled building with wide, rounded eaves and gables.
Laguna Beach,
CA 92651
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Durn HOMf-. The Duffys purchased this Spnnish/Mission-srvleresidence, builr in ]922 on 11iH
Drive, after becoming one of the I1}L)S( iofluenti81 couples in Eagle RI.H.:k. The sonof ~~blacksmith,
Duffy once told:n banker who dismissed him that he would own the Edwards and Wildey Building,
He later pun:h~,s,'d ~lnd renamed the building, His vivacious wife, Eleanor, became a ubiquiwu$
presence at town ~mhtri ng~. Shi~tHught dance and ran a nigludub and was ,1 force in the politics
of (he area, (CoHrt"'.;,), of the Securirv PJ('ific Collecnon, Los Angeles Public Librarv.)

MA CASTLE. Albert Braisch W<'I5;1 !a1Ccessful heating manufacturer. He and his ,vife, Consrance, were
able to indulge their tascinlltiof'l wirh German culture 11)'huilding this and scvcrul other houses on
orbrg(~ pWpC'f()' ,111HlU Dnve in h1l1ta~y style, The interior details and a large stained-glass window
carry through this theme. Constance is rernemhered hy manv ;)~the: neighhllt"huod piano reacher,
{C1\lnC'sy Sccuriry Pa.:ific Colb.'rioH, Los Angeles Puhllc Librarv.) .
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;;_:~'ii,~:ge'!!:rhis work.

~Ho:It5e. circa 1925
240) Hill Drive

Hill Drive has some very good
Sl,~,mi<hRevival houses. This is
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AN ARCHITECTUiW. G UIDEaOOK TO

:!1'Bfuu~hHouse.1923·
E.gassearid Brauch
O. l. E,gasse)
2327HfII Drive
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gable. j-hrlsC! an d Grttd appear.
The architect said of his house
tlrat "In thisparticular instance,
Norman lines; ·silch as Were
Ierr by (he descendants of [he
Viki;gs, following rheir percgri-
nation of an ante- medieval
period, were the main source
of Inspiration" (California SOflih ..
land, December 1923). A double
none archway (one [or people,
one for autos) provides entrance
tu rhegardcn. A, you ascend
the h\!!, you pass through a
series of arches k:"ding to the
from terrace.
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'Good Will Hunting' House In Eagle Rock
The Huffington Post Lucy Blodgett First Posted: OS/27/1112:40 PM ET Updated: 07/27/11 06:12 AM ET
share this story 25
. u::'J Like r:l 65 people like this. Be the first ;IT

of you r friends. 21

Via Curbed LA: Calling all cinephiles! A piece of LA film history has hit the real estate market .- and it comes with a price chop. This is
the house where Ben Affleck (an Occidental College alum) and Matt Damon lived while writing the script for their Academy Award
winning film, "Good Will Hunting." Originally, the farmland was purchased by Eagle Rock pioneer, Albert Brasch who commissioned
architect Jean L. Egasse to design the "chalet" like property.

In 1923, shortly after the home was built, California Southland stated, "To design a house for a hillside as one would plan an ornament
for a crown or sword hilt: to make the hill a picture or a tapestry of houses and gardens-this is the craft of J.L. Egasse who seems able
to grasp the ensemble of a hillside and to build his house and garden as a part of the landscape." The four bedroom, two bathroom
property features fireplaces, crown molding, stone floors, a detached garage, and treetop views. The Hansel and Gretel-style house
was also anthologized by the "Los Angeles: An Architectural Guide."

Photos courtesy of the official listing with Michael Locke at Keller Williams Realty- Los Feliz.

,:n I-IIGHLIGHTS

leople have highlighted this!
luzzah! This text has been highlighted.
ghlights is a new way to discover the most interesting text on Huffington Post!
~.6ITB!.\!!lllil.b~s,1
!ig.!!!lg!!Uh.lE.i

x

:p: (lwww.huffingtonpost.com(2011/05/27(good-will-hunting-house_n_867796.html?view~ print&comm_ref=false Page 1of 1





., ..

DECEMBE.R, 1923

HOME MAGAZINE

20 Cents

INTERIORS

. "y" jjg

. ~ .

"17 ···.aUji.'*~.. Hi ..."'"



For rc nt nt Del Mar , on the rou s t
boulevn r'd ncar Sat) Dlejro, n.n d Le
j o Ha , on main line of Sa nr.e F.e. All
mo.der n convernences , very a tf.r-ncit-
i"i'ely f u r-mahcd. Three bed rooms.
servanve r-oorn, living rocru.• 18:dO,
nuving _w onderfu! vtew of two nl;ik~

. of bl"".ilch e nd boulevard. BC'':''\:uti!ul
Ja:pauese g~rcl-c:rh pool. g-Ius$ en.

. ·clo"ed T"" House. double ~ltrng., 3~O
;b:Tg~h~~~e~tl'F~~oetB~'\~i~tf;tb~~~\~~;;,~~
: me r cllma.re in Amei-lc,n. Rid in g.
: goH, termts. See or Telephone
, E. C, ·BATCHELD5R

Del Mat,J' California

-0:= ..====-....0=:"'"'= ~I

J. R. BRAGDON & CO. I

1t IS SQ, Raymond A".~ P....adena >1

~•.--===='~~~="=~~=l!
I, I;
:t: H E LEN 11

m
~l DEUSNER
m::
~ J:.!,mdscape ~rcltitect

Rtmtals and Bargains

573 South Lake Avenue

Pasadena, California

Telephones:

]\1. Uuxr-: '" ':ARES

ELLEN L" c.H -

EdilfJT and P "blisill'r
- A SJiSi!1 id ita!'

CONTENTS
Page

Tlu; LOGmA (Reproducod iu duotone ) , , , . , ... , , . , ..... CUl-'urJJel'i{fn
(From rt Jl/i.oto,l/nf)lh of 1'1;." Hoiticlin» H fJl(.~e)

SOUTHLAND CA),ENnAll """ _ . , , , , , ...•• , ....•• , , , , , , . ,3, ,t, 5, G
1\.11'. TAMALl'Am, ::\L\~IN C()l'NTY, CAUfOflNlA, ..... , .C!l)Ueiltl-! lk8i{ln
A Sl'A!\'lSH M..\J10NNA (Sn'('ndillir.lJ SIIOjlS)"." ...• V)'(nltis}JhTGO 8
CHHIST,,]AS IN CALlFtWi'lIA ",., , ,.EUen Leech n
SOM8 SOUTHLAND CUl,mCIH;8 " , ,', ,"', .. IO-! i
THE COl.,NTllY CHURCH, .. , . , .. , .. , , , .. Nt. RI'1), H', /I, Stevens 11
THE HOun:CLAW G,\.l,LElllES., .... ,." ... , ..• , .. ,."., _ ..... , '12-1.3
1I1U1(AL PALNTlNG." .. ,Dueil.lc Lloyd (Ml'f!" jld(li_~lm BnfW!I).. 14
LITERARY CAI.IPORNIA,., ,., . , ..... ,' .Mr», W. C. 7I-!0 l';'MI' 15
SOUTHLANO Ol'lNlO!'f",." "., .. , , .. , " ..•.. ] (i-17
A N8W Ct.un rOll ,\Vo,-,a;N ... , , . , .. , , , .. , . M"g. Brrtiuc L. Caillc IS
INTEIUOltS, 'XH!!: NEW BILTMORE ..... , .... ", .... " ..... ,,·... If-l
BUUJETW or' THE A.HC}lITI·:cnmAI. CLUB .....•.. ,." ••.•. "... 20
Los Auras COl'l"TRY CLUB .•............... All,~ti1! E. McNdll 21
RECENT BOOl\ REVIEWS ..••.... , F:, ill, GI'CCtJC3 CC!')'ptJlt{lJ' 22
SEA M08S Fl(OM SANTA MONICA _ .. , ... , . , .• Bertha P"itaiJard 2(\
SHllL;[;S FOil. O(m GUWJ.:NS. , , , , , .. , . , . AUu,on lVoodma.l1 26
RIDER'S NEW YORE: ....•..... , , . , , ,;lfr.~. lra/IM·f. M01'g'l'(rgc 2.7
A H1LLSW~~ H{)USR .. ,." , , ,. ". " , , ,J[(t,!'[larot CI-((i9 28
A COMM1!NJ'l'Y 1·1o S[,'ITA I.. , .•...••• ' ••. ,. " .Mol·Uw Few Mel.~1' ao
Th.is ilf(!{J(L:,im' amtains the O.tfi.dld BullcU.i! of /.I((~ A. rcliit.cciu.r«!

CI.uli o] L08 A"yclfR, Cali/,H'm:a"
"'--~-'-'-....;:~:::::..:.... ....:..:..:::: ...~:.-.'

CAL1POR2'.,lJA SOUTHLAND ,is pllbl.idwI 11!onthl.y at Paeadenc, CaL
POI' (',xl,·(/. copies ')/' ftach nmn/;e1',~ cat! 1\1cd.-n .W84, L. A. News Co.

COP}'righLed, H123. hy M. Urmv S....-ares
Fnr Su/',1l'ri!II'-"l(R ns Oirts ('ail C"/(]I'(Idll ,.,~'so, Il)' (Iddn'~',

M!',~. ./"!H€R B. 8('.rl[Ia, Cull/Muirl Sf!lIlhlawl.
ADFl!JUTISIl..,'G MANAGEMENT AND RATh;8

C((.II Cf}/(J)'[triv ;"(195, 0)' (lddl'{'8S H. 11. Pock, Acll'el'tisi.P!l Ma.na[Je·)',
Celli/on!.;{/. SOllthl.(J,nd, Pal'Hd€H((, Crdi/ornin,

GO TO ONE WHO IG\OWS
For

Real Estute Insurance

See Us for Rentals

"olLiC"

B1JL1j\7}(EJ\lH 0R~\T
r,i~~ :R~.di~·;m.~··-'ff,} ,Pa:'('i!l::d-l:"'J-H',

?io.,.,~.at 55..Q ~il:t. iCQrJ;~~~do5rree-;\
U;:"",,,"t';ii!:,,, u.~.f";;';h~.~",",,~CfIo.mn'h

Fm!1f 't~k~

l;r;t;I-·'~~ the JF'f;r;! su;
On.lngc Gr(l~'t ~ef't~i'Z'.·s.i'-.

f;,td. II.·r-t.~ if '·Li',~.("}ij,T:~·
pr"tP::'ud. .:::;~::t';,.

Grand

THE
Eleanor Miller Schoci}

Expression and l\1usic
PASADENA

Smd for (A1.:t"g .....
Phon( F.O.336 251Od;.t....-'M· ,"Inc

'BUICK
HOWARD MOTOR CO.

267 '11, Colorado SL

C, S. Brokaw. R"., M~T.

QUALITY

THE ELITE
DRY CLEANERS AND DYERS
Plant, 797 So. F~!r Oska A",,,.

CD1e. 1349 P ..sad ..l1.... C:.i

THE PEACOCK
Ddidotll F.,,,d-Dai"t,k

"Luncheon-Afte..rpao-;
Dinner

Dtnner E.very N ~)6h~ ~1.[?!d
Chicken Dinner "'f:.tI(!::otsciilYl. ,:::''lld:"

T'hur sde ye s l.)=0
SPECIAL D1N>\EP.3

)0 Curfle1d Ave .. Pa~ii'2~e:-.s,
Fair Oak:\ !;9



.··.:is

tAi,'LIFORN fA
'H()MESAND

~~ifi-~~:;::~!~iti·;i.ft~~;fi~t:~m~:~::J~:9i;:::§·;.;~j'Ei~r},.¥~:':~~~;_~j·;!iYi:-~M~,~3:~,J'tBi~B~_~1':'f~;'~iii~:!l\':lf:t r:l~~·T~

k..FI~E.HILLSIDE HOUSE
. .'.'-' •'..IJY,ilD1[tGARE'l' CRAIG

B·1~~-\RTNGtlrechaI"llcter of the historic
..•.'.' .. buildingS. that have withstood the test of
the ugL:S because ofth~ir stability, digniiy and
fine, structural qualities, stands the lately corn-
pleted 'house on San Rafael Boulevard, Eagle
Rock, aiMr, A, J. Brash, which W~\S bu.l t and
designed by J. L. Egasse,' California, C<!l)1-
manctinga wonderful outlook of the rolling
hills and of .an ever changing panoruma of the
vallev, tbe house hasbe0n erected em a 'knoll
of the .San Rafael hills.

This lifllsideIocation bas been the inspiraticn
for the, introduction of a vur.ety of lailds(;ape
·e.ff...cts, and fOT tying the house to its environ-
ment by sweeping architectural roof lines and
by the extremely intcresting arched opening'S
in the wall spaces,

Given an unusual amount of co-operation ill
carrving out his preconceived ideas in regard
to a home of this type, Mr, b':gasse was enabled
to express his ideas. with a permeating consa-
teney and\yith a sentiment that inspired the
workmen of the middle ages when building was

done mostly by hand and under the influence of
the guilds. An old house of no pnrt.cular
tradition formed the foundation Jor the new
structure, and the planting that 'was already
on the grounds was used to advantage in blcnrl-
ing the new with the old.

In this dar of so many mediocre houses that
lack beauty and fine form, one stops to an~lyze
ths cause fol' the thrill and the feeling of 'sati~-
Iaction that are aroused by the study of this
flne example of hillside architecture. the J:ne~
of which seem to be mellowed bv the cli-
matic effect of years, The walls m~o subdued
in (0)01', but the values of dar-k lind light are
well distr-ibuted and form a sust.ained jlltltern.

The geometrical forms echo and re-echo One
another as well as partake of the 00I1t{JU)' in th,o
background of the f'oothil.s, Quoting Mr.

·"Egasse:
. "Itt thi~pal'ticulal' instance, NCJ)'nuHllines,
such as wel'eleft by the descendants of the
Vikings, following their peregrrnatinns d an
aniecmedia...:val period, Were the main source of
inspiration. Saxony and Northern Italy were
Hlso borrowed from in carrying out the ex-
tE·Ti,,),. The curve" and arches, although not
s.ynrmutrieul, -are all geolllE'tr.eally relut.ed, in
(,;de!' to create an ensemble of harmonious
ti!i~5Sl1ggesti\'c of spiritual truths."

1" .... !-<t1Fo-+ .....nro i~';±Q.ll;' t-l~(){- ~-" h"-'H~"" ~il~,.t"h,c ' 't"O·hf.

The eifed gained is that of a house thnt
seems to spring from the ground itself. With
ddin:tc purpose tho lines of the house a!'e
visibly reiatcd tu the ~tI'Cl't, by th« '1illliJal'1ty
of ftllgk'R ill tbe. hOll~C. to those ill the l·TJ[.nln~0
goah'. The rulat.ionshrp of: hous« and envi rcn-
mcut is shown b;.' Ow lines in the ('IlJlIJI'lie,j
~tN;l'Wa\' that echu th~ curves (If tlu- hlJl~ hv n
series o'f arches that Jet-Hj from th.;! side of the
house to the I.rarage III lll(; Iu ttner end IIf the
drivewav.

The al'chway gk.-,~ tho k"ynoh' to the archi .
tectunll treatment oj' the hurnv. It has been a
sincere ad:,\]llaL"Tl of the P)'C'''''nt wat.e r m 1\,;
and fa1'01 houses along- t.lw Northorn Em'Ope:Ill
rivers that were Orig-illUlly il1~]lil'ed b~' the
relics left bv the dldv i\ot'ntan<;, The fine
proporUons satisfy, beC;H)~(, they were built, to
withstand the ill{'.l,mll'n('ie~ of th(~ weath"l',
while the inscrt.io» of the liai rocks in the' un-
even plaster wo rk Rug-goes! the age tone Ul1lL is
a source of bcautv ill old buildings.

On tho East are b'p; cedlln, the dark ma~se~
of which balance those of the pines on the
....Vest. The h.llside has bcen graded and made
purposely lrregula r 1;0 a ttu.n a l'uf'tk appear
fUlCO, while in U1(';;8 spaces have been planted
numerous v!H'jet:es of nidi HnL! des{'l'l shrubs
that contrlbute to a Souther-n ll~'l)('d, Hollv-
hl'l,-,\.-,:;: l .. nt·lll"l~~"C. ~",l 't'{\"<':,P<;'" n.,.~" ,\l._.nL""fl GT \ .. ,~ ..

GARDENIN
MANUi\.L

touch of moss grown stones, On t1w
the ledge of rocks, out of which these
were taken, a wild gl'owthol Che!·okf.~
arches it::; ramnl.ng' hranches upon the
the ivy covered slope. Ste,;Js of uneven
sions an, cut out of that ledge and
w.nding path toward the west entrance.
these. Intersect, in front of the house,
a slight dip that gives the idea M a
creux". 'I'hc arrangement of the entire s'b::
work is like the work of the anciunt dolm.",.,,;',
menhir, thus ty:ng the wholo concBFt\\n·
~"()n"wol'k t.o the druidic period, The nC"3i,
thus mad., to appca r as if cut out I)f ~, ).";·.'i

'The

Gearharts:
ETCHINGS AND
BLOCK PRINTS.

By Local and Foreign Printmaket;s

61 1 South Fair Oaks Avo,
Neor Ce lifo rnte SL

PASADENA
Ph-one Colore do 4449

!' FRENCH and IT ALlAN ARTS and CRAm
Iruoor-red by

I' FU,ANO!( ,\'i[) 1I0LU'iG3WORTH tlE..\~~·H
H ~verdrt.~ Bag:'>. +Old SHv~t~ eve. Anl~,;:_~~-;
n Ern b r-ofder-erl Llih<":tl!l Putt:I;'<t:,.!:;
Ii 630 E. Colo rude St-reet, Pn sude na , Cnt5=-;
it Fnir Oaks 6018
l' ,, ..__'..

rp=--~,:::.~~-.:..,,-.__,--. _H'_ '_'_.'r,;.-n "..-,:;

I HEWSON STUDIOS

1
HANDWOVEN HOMESPUNS Fur

Drc s s.es Skirts .. Scnr-h, .Bl:mket~ and Ba-lt'; ,.-·Ec
h_~ _

M12 E.. Co lc rurl o S·l P.&!;;;!!Jd~~::,
Phone: Fefr Oak. 65> 5



done mostly by hand and under the influence of
the guilds. An old house of no par-t.cular
tradition formed the foundation for the new
structure, Bud the planting that WH.!'. already
on the grounds was used to advantage in blend-
ing the new with the old.

'In this day 0-£ so IIJallY mediocr-e houses that
lack beauty and fine form, one stops to analyze
th" cause f'orrhe tht-ill and the feeling of sa tis-
indion that are aroused by ttt' study of this
fine example of hillside arehiteetui-o, the Lnes
of which seem to be mellowed by the eli-
matic effect of years. '.rho walls are subdued
in colorvbut the values of dark and light 111'(;'.
well distributed and form a sustained pattern.

The geometrical forms echo and re-echo one
nnnthcr as well as partake of the contour In the
background of the foothills. Q1.1oting IIII',
Egassc:

"In t.his particular instance, Norman Iinns,
such as were left by the descendants of the
"Vikings, followina their percgvinationa of an
ante-mediaeval period, were the main 80U1'ee of
ir.spiration. Saxony and Northern Italy were
alsorborrowed front in carrying out the. ex"
t<31')o1'. The curves and arches, although not
symmetrical, are nll gcometu.callv related, in
order to create an ensemble of harmonious
lines suggestive of sph-itual truths."

In f'act, one feels that a house like this might.
llny hillside, in any country, fur

its porticoes or on its step ledges
in any land. The reason for this

builder, saturated with the craft-
theaucient 'Workmen persunall y,
to give uqualitv to the turning Of
and ,to the shaping of every stone
rearing of every wall.

The efl'ect gained is that of a house tha].
seems to spring from the ground it.self', \Vith
defin.t« purpose the lines of the house ar'e
,'isibly related to the street, hv the s imilat-itv
of angles in tht' bouse to tl1!)se' in the- entrance
gate. The relnt.ioriship of house and environ-
lI1ent. is ~howl1 bv the I incs in the canopied
st!\;nvu v that echo the curves of the hills bv a
series de arches that lear! hom th, .. side of the
houso to the g'fll'<lg'e at the .fllrllwf' end of the.
driveway. .

The archway give;; the keynote to the archi-
tectural tn,atment of the home, It has been a
sincere adapt.at ion of t.))e llre3ent water m lis
and Iarm houses along the Northai-n European
rivers that wen' originally inspired by tho
relics left by the ear-ly Normans, The fine
propor-tions satisfy, bocauxe they were built to
withstand the inclemencies of the 'weather,
while the inser-tion of the flat rucks in the un-
even plaster work !\ugge~t the age tone that i~
1I source of bcaut.y in old bui1dinf('~,

On the East a re b'g' cedars, tht: dark masses
of wh ich balance tJl(>S~ of the pines on l.he
W 8St. The h.Il sidn has b(;'<'11gTade\"! and made
purposeiv il'l'egulm' to at.tain -a rustle appear-
ante, while in th('H[~ spaces have been planted
numerous vn.dl,t>S of ea(·.ti and desert shrubs
that contribute to a Southern aspec t. II nlly-
hocks, pctunas and roses are planted at ran-
dom among the rocks, al"ng' w.th wild g'()()s~-
berry, rhus and sumach. ..

As one ascends the seemingly time-worn
ateps, towards the entrance of the 1)()uO!e,the
wide sprendillg' vaHey beyond quich ly unfolds,
The steps ar e made of heavy flag stones, in the
jo.nts of which Korean grass ,O'OW5 lind
spreads irs tuf'Ly knobs, rendering a quaint

'The.)
. ,..)'-,.:.
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Potala at Lhasa, Tibet
A. D. isso

+'Oh, Ens t ~5 .I:.n:r.f.., 411(L West itt W«l.
And uevet- tbe tw~dll l\.haU meet ,

Tin c-nrth ol'i~,d ,;ky 1'IlPi-n-tl .,t'r;,I';t'lItLy
A~ Gnd'.!\ g-rv.LJ.l Judgmrmt ~('Mt'-KlpHT1£'_

Mysticism
Access to Lhasa, the "Forbidden City" of Tibet, gained

less than twenty years ago, disclosed the great Monastery of
Potala, This majestic building with its vast sloping walls
broken only in the upper parts by straight rows of many win-
dows, its flat roofs at many levels, crowns a hill and is seem-
ingly a part of it. Eight to twelve stories in height, it provides
chambers for over 10,000 priests .. Surmounting all is the great
Red Palace with its gold roofs and pavilions in Chinese style,
the residence of the Dalai Lama, spiritual and temporal ruler
of Tibet,worshipped by the people, and believed by them to' be
the Iivihgincarnation of Buddha.

The Architecture of the P~tala was influenced by that of the
two great countries lying to the north and to the south, China
and India. Itexprcssod in a bold, primitive way the religion
andrnystjcisrn.so essentially a part of the life of the people .

.The beauty of the Asiatic style, with its intricate forms and
details, its color and weird fantasy, offers wonderful inspiration
to the modern architect.

JANUAR¥, 1924
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tREASURES OF THE SERENDIPITY SHOP
.Dl'J;\HNG to California to adorn
'(..i -, the houses and gardens now
j:"i-i.r.,gbuilt, ,-\1'('" selected objects,
"fari wruught by expel'h of the
g,~'tin iron and bronze, tile~\\:ork
w,;l' carved wood. These things

··ii.teh.ard to find and harder still
f,-,..ta people 50 far away from
·~kir..·oilgln to select with discre-

···t~~t.!J,~.:",
·Ou~'·de.sire fur good examples

",fine work of ancient craftsmen
d:l~:ries a twofold impulse: to

·.iid-of:n the fine houses now beiNs
·:tt4ilf(H1.the west coast of the

:·t}fitted States we need good
<'-pc~","'~':soforna.munt, sculpture and,

:i\:rr-lliture, but, as our eager
}!tm!l.g(Taft.smelf are still to be

·'..t'au:;,ed, we must surround them
With ..examples oi tho best work

. ;;cLW$:st ag";;, ,yehave 11(1 muse-
"cimt~} .which students may go to
' ..$1:u.o.y. ancient Q1' modern crafts-

ri'~u~ip. It is with a deep sense
;f.\€.~ra:titu.de, therefore, that we
~{.";;rl tlw advent in our midst of
.the.serendipity Shop,

'·:.·;··Amanuiacturerl word, found
'.:i,i~ t.be .stre€t sign of an old book

''''~.P i-n."l,'Qhclon, this name seems
'.·~1.emb,-yJ.>< a serene opportunity
;, '~ilip "'int? . the past, leisurely
",'l<r;l!ind.ering among the fine old
'~$ !i}i furniture and absorbing
$~n..".ci\,u-slv the beautvnnd de-

. ..~"r..ol':-",·;t w6crkn1anship ,\;llich here
¥,"~'one 011 every band.

; M.iJBlidford Perin has collect-
. ed.fti.r>;.)iurdidectutiori a wide tIS-

.·.~t¢.,~bf;"ofhlteresting,· hand-.
:~Pl~ 'of f'urnttnre; .isolated

!~i",~!tt~;~~~indbj~~;S~;,~:~~i~d
.~wi!i;h'a·reniarkllble sense of
!i.'~.titn~.6f<things, Be has

~2·.;~%r~hf;-;·:t{'1:r. ".our selection. whole
")~anOl.:of ...•hand-made knock-

:;~n~d,q..:r!'<4itC:hes.and .ornaments.
~-::::;:.:'::·'.~-<E$!:g~,:~:f~~t!1;l,-r~~,:-in, .a 'series of rocms-e-recuptlon, dining room
. .. .. 'mIl show to the best advantage the excellenco of 18th

71V{1r~,,~ridth~ formal li~e of the' English country gentle-
.<;." .. .th~ (l2nI·9g:room one finds a great oak sidehoard of Flemish
V?~~m.lt.llrith~gns-b. plate.
:''(''';1''hi'* rootlls··;ml1 bearrang,>d for the conveuiencr- uf serious stu-

:'~l1ii~"ja:r-ehitect;;r and cnUedrm; and will he shown In an m[<'lIjg~'nt
"';;;''''''''~:;':l'~nUnste.ad of being heaped in a junk shop-c-or £(11'('l]d upon
'i ":A~: .ii:1ZKJ;;,,p):!.l:T'ilt;;peechfrom an ignrH'ant clerk trained by the latest
, .~~ettsa~~-rnaltshlp to talk "period furnltm-e."
:,·::"~a+4l;brl-a.nHzation of the Arnerii:flTIIl()l)}e ha.s made it vitallv
;.\>':T~;:·E:iis;ar'J<thattho;;e who. would lIve their. own lives in their OW;l
~;,.·~}lti:,~;i:i:o~h~ out\~';a: ...~shou!d have some. rdug{~ from the coriven-
,.\·,~m.-an.!:~?,qun~ now 16r("e(\ upon theluxul'y...:lemandjllg masses by~. ... .

merchants and manntacturers. At
the Sercndi pity Shop the roouis
a1'(' arranged as best befits th.
articles on hand at the moment
One mav enter and ohserv(:···-·I)]r~
MI old h'and-wrought iron key, (~
a whole room furnished by a ~e,
lcction of congenial, friendl~:
pieces of Iurniture brought tQ.~
gdher by an Ill't lover whose
sense of appropriateness Iies
deeper than the salesman's C!(Jde
can ever fathom, ......

Decorations on the walls and
furnishings 0-£ the shop a re iht!
outcome of this love of art oh~
je~ts and an eye for their use
in relation to environment, .

The proprietor himself j~ an
nrtist and gives f reely of his art,
in the presentation of such a shQr~
te) this urt-hung ry community;'

Casement windows have beed
built into the walls, hand-modeled
little figUl'es-reminisceut of RIl,'
«ld farmhouse Mr. Perin visited
\11 . his .. truvels-c-adorn the plus,::
teredo ceiling vault. A frroplaee'
;;:nda shrine from olden tinle~j
giveeha.ractcl' to. the bedroom
and make poss ible f.o1' us all tii
visualize the past environment, ';

Occasionallv, Mr. Perin tells'
us, there will he a French bode!
room arranged, and then agai1< .
an English set exhibited, For it.
is hut a step from Normandy tl)'.
England, and experts under ]\11";.
Perin's direction are: continually.'
looking out for good things to;:
:forward to this Pasadena shop.;

G!lthering around this l'ieh::.i
storehouse 'and fertile source of.;
art treasures are the: artists and
ar-chitects who know the good'
thing's of the past and love them.}
Garrett Van Pelt, connoisseur in:
those finer things of art which:.'

ma1'k the dtstinguisbed architect, has lingered OV(!t' certain fine l)iece:£':
and bought for his own ('ollcctinn,:

Ernest Batchelder, authority on design, especially interested in:,
GI)th;e craf ts, finds inspiration here, and Lucile Lloyd Brown, whose .
Hhoundil1g (mergy has vitalized and contra lizad the arts cunnected with'
:'!I'("h!t0ctur~ il< Pasadena is painting II f'resco on one of the {Ceilings, .

Ht'!'(, ind""d is the long looked for art Cl~nter that Pasadena l1eed!;,'.:
an authority Hud unquestionable standard. For the California;'
gl1r(\,"n, Ivlucre so much of our time is spent each day, there nre:'"
patio tahles and benches, quaint old chests to keep our garden toolst:
in, and W<.-s from a 1.6th Cel)tur~' house near Seville, to be sold asa»
whole. Thug does the constant stream (If untlque ja rt flow th roughf
the Serendipit)" Shop to make our homes morebeautifuland il1ter~:<
;:~ting, and to rn ise the standard of art ill thewholeccmmunttv. "

ORNAMENTAL nWN RAILING RECENTLY BROUGRT TO PASADENA FRO)\{
TlALTl1l!ORE BY THE SF~RENl.llPJT'{ SHOP, HlL\DFOIm PERIN, PROPRIETOR,

'By M, URMY



.iSe::;;r=~k:e~~~~~.i§~rind··'
./ "4;~ t-~;;t;r?e.t sign-of an 1Jldbc,<)1;;

,:;;(;-;,,?~;'"!~-::~~,n~r-'~~r~~~~~~:r::r~;"
\': ..-/:':;.,O:':'~' :tk~,_-run, .ini() ·thf::,P~st;---, ',]eisureJy

:1,]\<~!;;:i~~t~!;f:~~~b:~~:;;\b~~;.;
)'i;,if;=;'2:~1!ria~;~~;"'ha~d~h"rt~
',:D,:.."'··, ,_ ..-·;KiL:_:Br~vifcTd·-~erin:.:htH;eOl1f!et.
.")8, ~ji;;\,:- ~ll'rdeIBI;'tationa wideus-
hY;',s.(IJ:<:.'!l';;:;'lt .D[ int;:resthig', hand-
".,",'cj;,:l'!'!"e'!,lie0esuf"furnitute, isolated .'

'<'Vi:f.i",rnia;;"est:s,.and objects of int.rin- .
,>,,,,':sT~. t~f,i't:~·; .andh:i.sllrranged
. ;':.~".;:~~t~~·~ith.·.Jr;:::r:emarkahIe· ,.sell,s~ of

;it$ittUtnssofthhlgS. He has
:W;~~g'hti(\r oUt; selection whole
~,~Ib;do~~~.of' ,'hll.nd-h\~id (?,.knoc k-
ji'~' coorlat;.ches,i4nd ornaments.
,{i/F.:ng'Hsl'l ..ftl±nltvre in. a series of rooms-reception, dining room
:ci$rid,b;:i!!'oc>m,·'ri1!.show to the best advantage the cxccl!(!n('c of 18th
",:;;",ritcirjri;\,-(>i:k,and,tbe formal life of the Eng'lish count.rv gelltli>-
V"ilk"·.ln thedhHng room one finds a grNlt oak sidd)UarJ of Fkmi~h
'm,~ig;in",ithEnglishplate.,
:\ ,'1'he;0 roomswillbearl'nnged for the c"l\vcniellc<= t,r ~,'riolls stu-

\"l&i,~ts';atthit",C'ts,alld c.olleetorg and will be shown in a n intdiig'l'llt
?""Ji,;'~'i:rQ.!rmentinstead of being heaped in a Junk shop-or Iorced upon
.' .'. '·::'~",,~.;;;by..ap;trrot speech f~'om' an ignorant clerk tl'alnc·d by the ll!te~t

·:·.:;:-4a.",fsalesmanshipto talk "period Furniture.'
VeTa", s,tlmdardizationof the. American home has mad« it v ita lly
'.l'i"x,e.s~I1Ttbat' ..those who would live their own Iives in their own
\~';,,~l thought out Wll~' should ha ve some refuge Irom the cou ven-
~h:t~latbed things now forced upon the lux\lry-d,'maJ1ding massus hy

Dt..~O~·z;;tjO?T:S (~:n the wal is
i''o1-f~i.isht-l1gs of the :?lv~p 2-T€
':-'1~1-t~'L~lIH;'c(~f th ts love of art

and an ·eve for thr-i r
n"latifiTI to '!!l\·il'onm(~nt.

Th" pl'opridol' himself is
artist and give, fr('ei,Y of hi:, ;.rt
~-'n.!he pre-sentati01:) of such a ;;::hi:.\~~
!:;) :t.h~_~ 8.rt'"hung'~·}1 communitv.

Casement windows have bee."
hsiH into the walls, hand-rnodeled
!}ttl", figul'es·-·reminiscel\t of 8&
·,:,1.:1.fa.n-nh(ttis!.:: l'dr. Perin visited
i.:n his truvets=-udorn the plas-
:.f"'ed ceiling vault. A I1reph.c~
and a shrine hum olden tlme~ .
;:lv!'! eharncu-r to the bedroom
and make pos~ible for us all tG
visualize the pa~t environment.

Occasionallv. i\h, Per-in tells
U5, there will' be a Fr(,t1c:h bed-
room arranged, and then again
an English set exhibited, For it
is hut it step from Normandy tIT
England, and experts under Mr.
Perin's direetion are continually
looking' out for good things tv'
forward to this Pasadeua ~hop.

Gathering around this rich
;:.brehouse and fertile sou reo (ii
art treasures an', the artists and
a cchitects wh o know the good'
things of the past and love them,
Garrett Vun Pelt, connoisseur in
those flner things of art which'

mark the distinJ[ui:,h",l architect, has liugor'ed over certain fine ]lieees
Hl1d b0tlg"ht for his. own ('olle'C'titYiL.

EnEs( fhndH'i<lf'l'. ;i.nth'll·iiy on design, e~p(!~;ally intel'e,~h·d in:
Gothi(' u"f~;:, f111d~ins pi ra t ion here, and Lucile Lloyd BI'VWll, whose
aboullflmg ('llergy has v1ta;iz<,rl and ceut.ra lized the ilrts connected with,
:,l'dlitc·z'cur(' in P;t;.;"Aell<'i i~ plHlting a ireS(;o on 011(; of the ecilingn.

H [,I'e In,ked is the long h,uked for art center that. Pasadenaneeds;
«II ~,uth"rity and Ul.OtH'stj')lHlul.e standard, For the Cltllfol'nh.;
gal'de'n, "'he:!''2 so mud; (If ou r time is spent each day, there !11'e;
lmrir, tables £ODdbenches. quaint old chests to keep our garden tools'
In, and tiles fl'Onl it lilth Century house near Seville, to be sold as ':\:,
wlwle, Thus does the tonstnnL stream of antique art flow through
tho S('l'endipity Shop to make our homes more beautiful and inter-
<'5ting', and to rahw the standard nf art in th(; whole community.

OHNAMJ<:NTAL HioN RATLING RI~CJcNTLY HrW\JC;HT TO PAS,\D£N'A FHOM
BALTBIOlm IlY THE SEHENIIlI'l'fY SHOP, HEA1YFORll PEru", l'!Wl'R1ETOR.

ALI'FORNIA HILLS AND

THE HOUSE IIEFORl-J THFl ARCHlTlmT. J. [" l:}GASSE, TH.~NSrOR>IJW
THg WHOLE HILLSlUE INTO THE ESTATE OF A. .r. III(ASK

'1"0 design a house lor, a. hilhld" as on."' :wl>uld., 1.'11UJ. an 01'lHlIYII'll.t [Ot:
a crown or sword hilt ; to make the 11111 a pictu ro or a ta]!eSIT~' of

l){IU5CS and gardens=-this is the Cl'aft of M!', .J. L. I::;ra~St! who ~l'('m'"
a;;hle to gn\sp the ensemble of a hillside and to build his hous« und

a part of the landscape.
here shown before and after Mr. Egasw took hold of it

THE AR'r OF J. L. EGASSE

THF. HOME OF A. J. HIlA"!l, EAGLE HOClL .1. J". E(;ASS8, HILLSIDE
AIlCHITNCT

,\'fIR il lust ra tcd l\)Ol'e fully in the last number of this magazine, but
the tra nsf'orma t.ion fl.ll'nishr;,~ food for serioua thought by our local
bu ildei-s and architects,
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NE\V IIOj·'lE OF EAGLE ROCK BRANCH OF SECURITY TRl.'ST s: SA\'j;,GS BAXK RECf:VfLY{
'fHI-: COR): ER OF COLORADO STREET Ai'D L-\CiLE. ROCK BLVD., [.~,Ca.E

When you are tired of shopping or doing
business in the city seek

.The Assembly Tea Room
You will find your friends there. An hour

at luncheon will refresh you
Near the Shopping District
One block from Robinson's

LUNCHEON, TEA AND DINNER
SPECIAL SUNDAY DINNER S TO 8

644 South Flower St., Los Angeles
Phone 827~177



j'iw!(} !!~,rh.'J1~;.I'~(l'" n,:d W,',(,,;.

HO?llE OF EAGLE ROCK BRA:-JCH ()F SECURLTY TRtST S< S:WINCS BANK RJ·:U:NTL'{ C().\IPl.FTU) A'C
THE CORNER OF COLORADO STREET AND V.'\GLE R( K:K BLVD., I:N;U: ld )CK. CIT'\'

\Vhen you are tired of shopping or doing
business in the ci ty seek

Assembly Tea Room
You will find your friends there. An hour

at luncheon will rehesh you
Near the Shopping District
One block from Robinson's

LUNCHEON. TEA AND DlNNER
SFECIAL SUNDAY DINNER 5 TO 8

644 South Flower St., Los Angeles
Phone 827-177

j. 8. Brown
& Company

ltui/d"t"s a a.i
Co ntra aors

5051 Eagle R,)c\, Avenue

Ga rvanz a 262&

Eagle Rotk, Culif ornia

.7~r. egaJJe
Architedllral and Lan dscaj»: Designs

20S Trust & Securit) Bldg:, Eagle Ruck, California
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;rp~PE()F IvreS·. c;C~t{S(TI~f~(~}·t:n?/~.l\SC~(~(L1rs~ ~-'.. J.)
2327 TIi11 Dr i V·8

Mrs. Br-aaac h was born in Wisconsiu and moved to Minneapolis
at a very early age and was raised and received her education there,
After her marriage sbe settled in San Francisco. Tbis was before
the earthquake. Constance Br-a asc b i'vlerritt was born there. After
the earthquake the family moved to Oregon and r-a ised pears. Pears
seemed to be the thing tbeuj so they raised pears on their rancb.
Later they moved to CorOlla and. raised oranges. 'fliis did Dot prove
successful. One patch on tbe ranch of alfalfa was profitable tbou~
Mrs •...Braa ac b gave piano lessons while abe was there. Some years.
later on sbe returned from Eagle Rock to bel' pupils in Corona every
Saturd.ay. The family finally came to Eagle Rock in 1914 acquiring
a house of several acres, two to six m<lybe at Broadway and Colorado
Here they had an apricot orchard. They pa id 3000 dollars for th;is
ranch and subsequently sold 1t for ~j6000 using the money to pur cha s.
more acr-ea ge In. the Hi 11 Drive area just east of Ellenwood.
First they lived on a farm which Mt~. Braasch cleverly converted
into an attractive living room and comfortable quarters. He built
and sold and rented several homes on tbe property, sold lots from
the acres. ge , The first home was 1970 Hill Drive I now 2327.·
Connie Merr itt, the daughter lived in one of the homes whicli was
described as bav Lng 'mucb mar-bLe., Tbere was a fine contractor. IvJr,

.Braascbemployed and was most ira tified tba t the men carried. put
the wor-k most artistica lly a ccor-d tng to Mr. Braasch's Lns tr-uc ttlons .
Hill top Road 'was put through to give access to various houses •... ~ ..~
Braasch went. into the f ur-nace business and worked wi tb heating the
orchards (smudge pots .e tc , ) Witbthe building going on in BagIe
Rock during this era 'he found much empLoyme nt , ..

There were just dirt roads in this area at th.is time. Tbe.
present Colorado and Hill Drive were dirt roadsl !lh-, c. W, YOl1l1g
was ~esponsible for the paving of Hill Drive using the bed of tb~

. old. dirt· road with i tstwisting curves as it was. Mrs. Braassch
remembers·tbis well. Mr. Young also planted the treesj palms and
othe r-s, Sbe mentioned the Taylor family and tbe ir estn te at
2711 Colorado Bbulevard. A child of this family was orie of bel'
P 49il8. The 'I'a y Lor s owned a wheat mill on San Fernando. This
esta te nep l.ace d no by tbe Glen-rock Car Wash,.

Mrs. Braasch's earliest recitals of her piano st udents were
given in 8. small b ilding at Occidental College that bas been gone
for~any years. These students were tbo~e from Corona ~bo .
formed t~e n'!cleus from wb~ch the T~10r~ing· C~ub was founded,
an org8.111zat1on of accompl1sbed mUSC1C1ans wh].ch st].ll exists toda~
August 1970.

Mrs. Braasch has ta ugbt music most of bel' life retiring onLy
two ~ears ago. The merrygorollnd of the intersection of Eagle, Roel.
and Colorado Boulevards was built sometime after sbe arrived, Bo t l i:c
sbe and bel' ~amily had a close friendlbip with Colonel Suydan·, ShE'
remembers bim as an army man recru~ting and training local menint( ~
the socalJ;ed borne guards, They drJ.lled at the area of the Eagle !~
Rock and L:olorado before the circular wai ting s ta tion known as the '{
Merrygoround was built. The purpose of the Game ,gua~d';lwaslto trail'
men mili'tarily to protect the local area our ang World war •



r.a.t~rC()loneiS~yclatl was a Well-kbov)n real estate agent ,With an
6fticeonEagle_Rock Boulevard and Langdale and his home adjoiril'Old
the officr;i on.M:t> .Langd8.ie.

l\ti's.iBraascb.~ell1elUberS the builc1ing of many of thec'l1tiTeli in Eagle'
isuel1asbt.Bal"l1abas Episeopa 1, tbe Eagle Rock Presbyterian , st.
iboni~11:i.c's etc.\.' She and her fam:lly are members of the Chr-Lst t.a n

.:SCi~nce Cburchhere~ She has lived . in Eagle Rock since 1914 •. She
ba.s.b(2!ena lou [{.time: member' of the 'Iwen tie tb Centur yC iuba nc1t be
~rlu8liic_'reachei's Association of California.
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DELLINGER,DAVID AND MARIANNE
2327 HILL DR
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2327 HILL DR
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