
REPORT OF THE
CHIEF LEGISLATIVE ANALYST

DATE: May 28, 2013

TO: Honorable Members of the Ad Hoc Committee on
Downtown Stadium and Convention Center Renovation

FROM: Gerry F. Mi1I~
Chief Legislative Analyst

EVALUATION OF LOS ANGELES CONVENTION CENTER
FACILITIES AND AMENITIES

SUMMARY

The Ad Hoc Committee on Downtown Stadium and Convention Center Renovation at its
meeting of March 27, 2013, initiated a discussion of development options for the Los Angeles
Convention Center (LACC) in the event that the New Hall and Event Center project approved by
Council on September 28,2012, does not proceed. The Chief Legislative Analyst (CLA)
commissioned a study to compare the LACC facilities to similar facilities around the nation and
identify future planning needs to ensure that the LACC would be competitive in the future.

The study has been completed by Convention, Sports and Leisure (CSL) and is attached for your
review and consideration. Titled "Future Planning Concepts for the Los Angeles Convention
Center," the report provides analysis of facility square footage and amenities in convention
centers across the nation, as well as identification of key amenities and services that would
improve the LACe's competitiveness for convention business.

RECOMMENDA TIONS

That the Council note and file the attached report, "Future Planning Concepts for the Los
Angeles Convention Center," related to improvements necessary to ensure that the Los Angeles
Convention Center provides competitive facilities and amenities.

BACKGROUND
At its meeting of March 27, 2013, the CLA reported that its consultant, CSL, had been
commissioned to survey competitive convention centers around the nation and report on the
services and amenities that the LACC needs to become a competitive facility. Such information
is necessary to determine options for the City in the event that the New Hall and Event Center
project does not move forward. .

As previously noted, it may be prudent to consider other options to ensure that, in the event
Anschutz Entertainment Group (AEG) is unable to secure an NFL franchise, plans are in place to
improve the LACe and continue development of uses, services, and programs for the
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community. The attached report is an initial effort to identify the criteria on which to build those
options.

Some highlights of the report include:

Contiguous exhibit space at LACC ranks below the most comparable and
competitive centers,

The most desirable features for convention centers include breakout meeting
rooms, a walkable hotel and entertainment district, a single exhibit hall, and light
rail access from the airport to a location near the convention center,

The LACC has a comparably low amount of meeting room space,

Gathering spaces, both inside and outside, are increasingly important, with many
centers improving outdoor plazas and providing amenities such as wifi service to
enhance informal interactions among conference attendees, and

The LACC does not currently have a large ballroom to provide specialized food
and beverage and meeting services that have become increasingly important.

The report includes several recommendations for facility and amenity improvements, including:

Increase the amount of contiguous exhibit space,
Create service-enhanced informal gathering spaces.
Create ballroom space, and
Increase the amount of meeting room space as well as the number of larger
meeting rooms.

The report also recommends that Figueroa Street be enhanced with hotel, restaurant and retail
uses to improve the walkability of the district.

Attachment: Report, "Future Planning Concepts for the Los Angeles Convention Center," by
CSL International
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