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Don Rosenberg

2691 Grandoaks Drive
Westlake Village, CA 91361-5562

818-991-1956 drosenberg@westlakecg.com

July 3, 2013

Dear Councilman Buscaino:

By now I'm sure you've had a chance to read the report issued by the LAPD regarding the terrible hit and

run problem faced by the city of Los Angeles. This issue has special meaning to me as my son wasn't

killed by the hit but by the run of Roberto Galo in San Francisco in 2010. In fact, I believe that it was my

publishing of the Los Angeles Hit and Run numbers for 2010 that became the premise for the LA Weekly

article that brought this travesty to light.

like so much of what I have seen all over this state when it comes to the issue of unlicensed drivers and

now hit and run drivers is not only an attempt to obfuscate the truth but as with this report to actually

blame the LA Weekly for writing the story. Chief Beck and the Los Angeles Police Commission refuse to

face the real issues when it comes to public safety and many drivers in Los Angeles.

The motion by the council was rather straightforward:

• Report of the efforts taken to curtail hit and run traffic collisions.

• Identify additional resources, if any, which would assist in reducing the number of these

incidents occurring within the City of Los Angeles.

It took 16 pages for the Department to respond that:

"The Department recognizes that a hit and run traffic collision is a serious crime

perpetrated by irresponsible community members with no regard for their civic

responsibility. Although current efforts are addressing the problem, the Department is

committed to finding new and innovative ways to reduce the number of hit and runs

and to aggressively apprehend and prosecute those who would seek to evade

responsibility for their actions."

Translatlon.L'Bet out of my face I"

How can you possibly solve such a severe and deadly problem when your entire report tries to attack

the messenger, make it look like the problems really not that bad and you refuse to acknowledge the

obvious cause of the problem? Nowhere in the report does it mention unlicensed drivers or drivers

whose licenses have been suspended or revoked. According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety

unlicensed and drivers with suspended or revoked (SIR) licenses are 10 times more likely to flee that

licensed drivers.



While that knowledge should have been generally known by Chief Beck and his people writing the

report; on March 4, 2013 I sent a letter to the Chief and the Police Commission calling their attention to

the AAA report. (attached) At the hearing I testified about the report. To emphasize the importance of

these statistics I gave the following example. If the drivers of all 45,122 reported collisions were licensed

and we assumed that they hit and ran at a rate 500% higher than the national average that would still

leave 11,000 or more than half of the hit and runs unaccounted for. Did anyone on the commission even

ask the Chief to comment on the AAA report? Before I could get back to my seat a motion was made to

accept the report and voted on unanimously.

To come up with an estimate of what percentage of hit and runs unlicensed drivers and SIR drivers are

responsible for we need to know how many drivers in each category exist in Los Angeles. Chief Beck has

estimated that there are 400,000 unlicensed drivers in Los Angeles. I have filed a Public Records Request

with the DMV for the number of SIR drivers. I haven't received the numbers yet but they have told me

.that they only have them by county. Maybe you can request the list by zip code. Additionally, both

unlicensed and SIR drivers are stlmes more likely to cause fatal collisions. Can we make the same

assumption for non-fatal collisions? Without even having the city SIR numbers yet I can guarantee that

at a bare minimum 70 percent of all hit and runs are the responsibility of these drivers.

Chief Beck and the Los Angeles Police Commission have dug themselves into a hole with Special Order 7.

They are promoting and encouraging unlicensed drivers to drive and now this new issue just emphasizes

what a dangerous and bankrupt policy Special Order 7 is. The report on Special Order 7 in February

stated that impounds were down 39% and fatalities and serious injury collisions were up 7%. Now we

see hit and runs at a rate at least 4 times that of the United States. Despite all of the facts and all of the

research they continue to protect unlicensed drivers at the expense of the law abiding public.

New mayor Eric Garcetti has stated he wants to get back to basics. What could be more basic than

enforcing the law?

Sincerely,

Don Rosenberg

cc: Councilman Mitch Englander
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