
George Abrahams’ 4/29/14 Comments To Los Angeles City Council PLUM 

Committee Regarding Appointment of Raymond Chan As Head of Dept. of 

Building & Safety: 

 

Chan allowed the fraudulent Langan geotechnical report for the Millennium 
Project to be approved on January 31, 2013, despite its falsified map in the 
Millennium DEIR, faulty analysis of the test data which hand-waved away the 
existence of older alluvium over younger alluvium and radical differences in the 
water table over short distances and its conclusion that the Hollywood Fault was 
.4 miles away from the project site. 
 

We have emails from Chan showing that he was directly involved in 2012. 
 
March 15, 2012 
Alfred Fraijo: There is a Hollywood Fault trace mapped by the California 
Geological Survey that prompted the discussion with Mr. Prevost. 
 
Raymond Chan: Hi Alfred, We are working on this and will get back to you 
tomorrow. Ray 
 
March 16, 2012 
Charmie Huynh: I spoke to Dana Prevost regarding the Millennium Project at 1750 
N Vine St. He mentioned that he met with the project team to discuss the 
Hollywood Fault line that could potentially be crossing the property. 
 
Raymond Chan: Thank you, Charmie!!! 
 
In a September 19, 2013 interview he said that he wasn’t involved in the approval 
of the discredited report until July 2012 and then changed his story to July of 
2013. In a September 24, 2013 email he said “First, I was not involved or engaged 
in any meetings, discussion, or review of the report related to its approval.” That’s 
three different stories. 
 
Despite the agreement by the State Geologist, the Top USGS seismologist and 
now LA City earthquake czar appointed by Mayor Garcetti and two independent 
licensed geologists that have examined the test data that the Hollywood Fault is 



on the Millennium Project site Raymond Chan still refuses to rescind the approval 
letter. 
 
We challenged the contributions which Jeremy Chan made to the campaign of 
Mayor Garcetti. 
 
In a letter to Kelli Bernard in Mayor Garcetti’s office Chan wrote “My son made 
these campaign contributions on his own volition and I financially supported him 
on his contributions along with ALL his other expenses.” 
 
City ethics rules prohibit General Managers from contributing to political 
campaigns. But Raymond Chan set his son up as a straw donor. A straw donor is a 
person who illegally uses another person's money to make a political contribution 
in their own name. 
 
Federal rules state “Examples of contributions in the name of another include … 
[g]iving money … all or part of which was provided to the contributor by another 
person (the true contributor) without disclosing the source of money[.]” 11 C.F.R. 
§ 110.4(b)(2)(i). 
 
The true source of the money was never revealed. 
 
Public records Act documents which we obtained showed an improper 
relationship between Sheppard Mullin executives and the LADBS General 
Manager. There were many emails between them where Sheppard Mullin had 
even the smallest and most routine concerns, from street banners to parking 
covenants, addressed directly by Chan while Chan was feted with meetings at 
posh downtown eateries (Villains) and personal events for Sheppard Mullin 
executives (Jerry Neuman’s birthday party) which both Chan and his son 
attended. 
 
Then there is the alarming appearance of a quid pro quo between Sheppard 
Mullin and Raymond Chan. According to his own chronology in his letter to Kelli 
Bernard, Jeremy Chan served as a law clerk intern at Sheppard Mullin from 
January 28 to May 1, 2013. That is 3 days before the LADBS issued the approval 
letter. The implication is clear – appoint my son to your lobbying firm and I will 
give you an approval letter. 



 
I asked Dana Prevost if the City would grant a Certificate of Occupancy to the 
Blvd6200 project even though the State Geologist has mapped the Hollywood 
Fault directly under that property. He said that the LADBS would do so because it 
was grandfathered in. But there is no exception to the Alquist-Priolo Act such as 
the case law Avco rule for variances and entitlements. Raymond Chan appears not 
to be prepared to used his power to deny it and he is endangering the lives of all 
those who would die in the structure when the next magnitude 7 earthquake 
occurs. 
 
Raymond Chan is a liar, a money launderer, an influence peddler, an incompetent 
and a derelict which historically makes him a perfect fit for a high position in LA 
City government. However, Angelinos deserve better. 
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