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Riparian habitat in.the broad historic 
floodplain was Ctlaract~!ized by: 

• low dry weather surface flow sustained 
by rising groundwater (see above); and 

• lnfreque.rt'7ilashy' storm events. 
I 

With an average of only 36 rainy da~ per 
year, the native riparian vegetation 

commJ!!lities of 
Southern California 
are adapted to this dry 
weather hydrological regime. 
Today, more than SOO/o of dry 
weather flow is from treated 
wastewater discharge. 
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