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FOOTHILL TRAILS DISTRICT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

Community Impact Statement
Council File #14-0518

At the General Board meeting of the Foothill Trails District Neighborhood Council
held on May 15,2014, the board members voted
yesT) no _ abstain to
Support Council Motion 14-0519 to preserve the wildlife corridors in the eastern
Santa Monica Mountain Range, because as a Neighborhood Council District that
also exists within natural lands and hillsides where wildlife exists and portions are
under the jurisdiction of the Santa Monica Conservancy, we agree that the City
should take measures to create a Wildlife Corridor in the eastern area of the Santa
Monica Mountains. We further suggest that a similar action be extended to the
western San Gabriel Mountains areas as well to connect the San Fernando Valley
eastern portions of the natural wildlife corridors that extend from Sylmar and Lake
View Terrace south through the Verdugo Mountains into Glendale and then travel
west to Griffith Park and back to the Santa Monica corridors creating a full circle
around the San Fernando Valley*

Ke(rin Davis, FTDNC President

APR 2 S 2014

PLANNING & UNO USE MANAGEMEN T
MOTION
There are various communities throughout the city that are the location of natural lands
and low density residential neighborhoods where wildlife exist- under the jurisdiction of the
hillside ordinance. Unfortunately in these and other communities in the city, development
activities often involve actions that detrimentally impact wildlife movements.
Without doubt private property interests and environmental considerations benefit by
definite and consistent guidance on the environmental regulatory controls needed in any
proposed land use development project
The Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy have begun looking into wildlife corridors
within its territories, which will prevent further injuries and deaths to wildlife, and protect the
remaining open spaces and wildlife linkages that exist. Incursions into the habitat of wildlife in
the city is counter to the intent and protections offered under the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA).
The city needs to preserve the wildlife corridors in the eastern area of the Santa Monica
Mountains(Hillside Ordinance zone), and to designate this area as a Regional Wildlife Habitat
Linkage Zone, and to develop the necessary land use guidelines and measurable metrics to
protect this region and dwindling habitat areas citywide.
i THEREFORE MOVE that the Council instruct the Planning Department, with the
assistance of the City Attorney, and in consultation with the Santa Monica Mountains
Conservancy, and citizen advocates such as, but not limited to Citizens for Los Angeles Wildlife
(CLAW) and the Mulholland Design Review Board (MDRB), to prepare and present an ordinance
to create a Wildlife Corridor in the eastern area of the Santa Monica Mountain$(Hill$ide
Ordinance zone) that requires the following:
1. Do not issue any building or grading permits until project applicants ensure that they will
permanently accommodate wildlife habitat connectivity as part of their development projects.
2. Require easements and deed restrictions in perpetuity to protect wildlife habitat
connectivity.
3. Formally designate the area as a Regional Wildlife Habitat Linkage Zone in the Municipal
Code, in as much as just one single family residential project can cause adverse impacts to the
existing and threatened wildlife populations.
4. Require a Biological Constraints Checklist as part of every new building project will undergo a
'habitat connectivity and wildlife permeability review' within areas of concern.
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