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SUBJECT: GRIFFITH PARK CRYSTAL SPRINGS - NEW BASEBALL FIELDS
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT AND APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT
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RECOMMENDATIONS:

That the Board:

I. Review, consider, and certify the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR), on file in
the Board Office, prepared by and posted on the Department of Public Works Bureau of
Engineering website, http://eng.lacity.orgltechdocs/emglgriffith--'park_baseball_field.htm,
for the proposed Griffith Park Crystal Springs - New Baseball Fields (W.O. #EI 7011OB)
project, finding that all potentially significant environmental effects of the project have
been properly disclosed and evaluated in compliance with the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) and the State and City CEQA Guidelines, and that the FEIR reflects
the Department of Recreation and Parks' (RAP) independent judgment and analysis;

2. Review, consider, and adopt the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan for the
proposed project, published under separate cover, that specifies the mitigation measures
to be implemented in accordance with the CEQA Guidelines (Section IS407(d», and
monitoring requirements for those measures;

3, Adopt the Findings of Fact and the Statement of Overriding Considerations for the
proposed project, published under separate cover;

4. Approve the proposed project (also referred to as the preferred project) as described in
the FEIR; and,
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5. Request the Bureau of Engineering (BOE) to file a Notice of Determination with the Los
Angeles City Clerk and the Los Angeles County Clerk within five (5) working days of
the Board certifying the FEIR.

SUMMARY:

Griffith Park is one of the largest municipal parks in the nation, approximately 4,200 acres in
size. The Park was established in 1896 by the donation of private land owned by Colonel
Griffith J. Griffith to the city of Los Angeles and is under the jurisdiction of the Department of
Recreation and Parks. In 2009, the City designated Griffith Park as Historic-Cultural Monument
(HCM) No. 942. The four-acre project site is located within the Crystal Springs Picnic Area of
Griffith Park, immediately south of the Wilson and Harding Golf Courses. The site is not
identified as a contributing feature of the Griffith Park HCM, but its open space and many native
and ornamental trees provide important environmental, aesthetic, horticultural and sociological
value.

The proposed Griffith Park Crystal Springs - New Baseball Fields (W.O #EI 70110B) project
calls for the construction of two (2) new youth baseball fields within the existing Crystal Springs
Picnic Area. Each baseball field would consist of natural grass and dirt playing surface, two (2)
dugouts, bleachers, outfield/perimeter fencing and scoreboards. The project also includes
landscaping and an irrigation system. The northeast segment of the access loop driveway, which
currently allows circulation around the Crystal Springs Picnic Area, would be eliminated and a
cul-de-sac would be constructed at each terminus of the impacted loop driveway segment.
Construction of the northern cul-de-sac would eliminate five (5) parking spaces. Additionally,
approximately seven (7) picnic tables would be relocated.

In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), BOE
prepared an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the project. The Final EIR (FEIR) is
comprised of the Draft ErR (DEIR) and its appendices; comments received during the public
hearing and the forty-five (4S)-day review period and the City'S responses to significant
environmental issues raised; clarifying information and minor modifications pertinent to the
DEIR; the FEIR appendices; a document containing the Findings of Fact and the Statement of
Overriding Considerations, Sections 1-3 and Section 4, respectively; and the Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Plan.

The FEIR discloses that the project would result in significant environmental impacts related to
aesthetics, biological resources, cultural resources (includes historic, archaeological and
paleontological resources), and noise. Implementation of feasible mitigation measures would
reduce impacts related to cultural resources (project-specific) and noise to a less-than-significant
level. However, no feasible mitigation measures were identified that would both address
resulting impacts on aesthetics and meet the project objectives; therefore, significant impacts
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related to aesthetics would be adverse and unavoidable. The project would also result in
cumulative impacts related to historic, archaeological and paleontological resources.

Based on the conceptual site layouts, it is estimated that the proposed project would require the
removal of forty-five (45) trees (and may temporarily impact four [4] additional trees) of the 67
trees recorded on the site. Among the trees to be removed are protected and heritage trees; such
as Black Walnuts, Coast Live Oaks, and Califomia Sycamores, that are unique trees because of
their size and maturity and visual and ecological qualities. Although the project would comply
with City ordinances and policies with respect to protected and heritage trees, it is possible that
this impact may not be mitigated to a less than significant level. Therefore, the removal and
relocation of trees could cause unavoidable significant impacts relative to biological resources.
The replacement trees, along with any trees that would be relocated, would be planted at
appropriate locations within Griffith Park under the approval and direction of the Department of
Recreation and Parks' Forestry Division.

The Draft EIR was circulated to all interested parties and responsible agencies for a forty-five
(45) day review and comment period from October 31,2013 through December 17, 2013. In
addition, BOE also held a public hearing on the EIR on November 20, 2013. During this public
review and comment period, approximately 180 comment letters from individuals and 330 form
letters were received expressing both support of, or opposition to, the project. Significant
environmental issues raised included tree removal, alternatives, transportation and traffic
impacts, and changes in recreational use. All comments that were received, and City responses
to significant environmental issues raised, were incorporated into the FEIR along with the
transcript of the public hearing. A Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan (MMRP) has been
prepared that specifies all of the feasible mitigation measures identified in the FEIR, which will
either reduce or eliminate the potentially significant environmental impacts of the project in
accordance with Section 15097 of the State CEQA Guidelines. However, as described above,
the project would result in unavoidable, significant adverse impacts to aesthetic and biological
resources, and cumulative impacts to cultural resources, and as such, requires that the Board
adopt the Findings of Fact (Findings) and the Statement of Overriding Considerations prior to
taking action to approve the project. The Findings is a written statement made by the decision-
making body of the lead agency that explains how it dealt with each significant impact and
alternative in the EIR. The Statement of Overriding Considerations explains in detail why the
social, economic, legal, technical or other beneficial aspects of the project outweigh the
unavoidable, adverse environmental impacts, and why the lead agency is willing to accept such
impacts.
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Funding for this project will be from the Proposition K and Quimby Act programs. Upon
certification of this Final EIR by the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners, BOE and
RAP staff will proceed with the design of the project and completion of the construction
documents. The completed construction documents will then be presented to the Board for
approval and call for bids.

The effiees ef Council DistIiet 4 ang CQWlGiIDistrict 13 are in support oftbe preposed project at
tA0 jlroposed location wlthm me Griffith rook Cfj'slal Springs (North) Picnjc Area

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT:

There is no immediate fiscal impact to RAP's General Fund. The assessments of the future
operations and maintenance costs have yet to be' determined and will be addressed in future
budget requests.

This Report was prepared by Sean H. Phan, Project Manager, BOE Recreation and Cultural
Facilities Program. Reviewed by Maria Martin, Environmental Supervisor 11, Environmental
Management Group; Neil Drucker, Program Manager, BOE Recreational and Cultural Facilities

. Program; Ted Allen, Acting Deputy City Engineer, Bureau of Engineering; and Cathie Santo
Domingo, Superintendent, Planning, Construction and Maintenance Branch, Department of
Recreation and Parks.



EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS

APRIL 2, 2014

14-061
GRIFFITH PARK CRYSTAL SPRINGS - NEW BASEBALL
FIELDS (W.O. #E170110B) PROJECT - CERTIFICATION OF
THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT AND
APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT
(Original Date - 3/5/14)

Cathie Santo Domingo amended the report to replace the second paragraph on page 4 of the
report with the following language:

'The offices of Council District 4 and Council District 13 support active recreation and baseball
(adult and youth) fields in the Crystal Springs area of Griffith Park. Neither office supports the
North Atwater Park altemative."

The above item was presented to the Board by Department staff, and the Board further
discussed the item in detail. Public comment was invited on the item. Thirty-seven requests for
public comment were received and such comments were made to the Commission.

In response to comments made by Commissioner Sanford, Cathie Santo Domingo
recommended the report be further amended to add a recommendation to direct staff to provide
a report back addressing the mitigation of the trees and addressing the specific usage of the
facility.

It was moved by Vice President Zuliiga, seconded by Commissioner Patsaouras, that General
Manager's Report 14-061 be approved as amended, and that the Resolutions recommended in
the report be thereby approved. There being no objections, the Motion was unanimously
approved.
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MINUTES

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS
OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES

April 2, 2014

The Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners of the City of Los Angeles convened in regular
session at the EXPO Center at 9:41 a.m. Present were President Lynn Alvarez, Vice Presidentiris
ZUiiiga and Commissioners Sylvia Patsaouras and Misty M. Sanford, Also present were Michael A.
Shu", General Manager, and Deputy City Attorney Arletta Maria Brimsey.

The following Department staff was present:

Regina Adams, Executive Officer
Kevin Regan, ASSistant General Manager, Operations Branch
Vicki Israel, Assistant General Manager, Partnership and Revenue Branch
Ramon Barajas, Assistant General Manager, Planning, Construction, and Maintenance Branch
Noel Williams, Chief Accounting Employee, Finance Division

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

It was moved by Commissioner Patsouras, seconded by Vice President ZUiiiga, that the Minutes of
the Meeting of March 19, 2014 be approved. There being no objections, the Motion was
unanimously approved.

GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORTS

14·078
DEARBORN PARK - IRRIGATION AND FIELD IMPROVEMENTS
(W.O. #E170332F) PROJECT -APPROVAL OF FINAL PLANS AND
CALL FOR BIDS

Cathie Santo Domingo, Superintendent, amended the City Engineer's estimate for the additional
construction costs, listed in paragraph 2, on page 2 of the report to $250,000.00.

14-079
1ST AND BROADWAY CIVIC CENTER PARK - PARK
DEVELOPMENT (PRJ20655) PROJECT - AUTHORIZATION TO
DEMOLISH, APPROVAL OF DEMOLITION PLANS, ALLOCATION
OF QUIMBY FEES, AND EXEMPTION FROM THE CALIFORNIA
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT

The report was withdrawn.

14·080
GREEK THEATRE CONCESSION-AMENDMENT TO CONTRACT
NO. 3444 WITH STRATEGIC ADVISORY GROUP LLC
(CONSULTANTS)
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14-082
SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM - NATIONAL RECREATION AND
PARK ASSOCIATION 2014 OUT-OF'SCHOOL TIME PROGRAMS
GRANT -AUTHORIZATION TO SUBMIT GRANT APPLICATION;
ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT FUNDS

14·083
VARIOUS DONATIONS OPERATIONS BRANCH - METRO

14-084
VARIOUS COMMUNICATIONS

The above items were each separately described and presented to the Board by Department staff,
and the Board further discussed various of the items in detail. Public comment was invited on all
items of the agenda. One request for public comment was received and such comment was made
to the Commission.

It was moved by Vice President Zuniga, seconded by Commissioner Patsaourae, that the General
Manager's Reports be approved as amended, and that the Resolutions recommended in the reports
be thereby approved. There being no objections, the Motion was unanimously approved.

14-081
TRAVEL TOWN MUSEUM GIFT SHOP CONCESSION -
AMENDMENT NO.2 TO CONCESSION CONTRACT NUMBER 262
AND DONATION OF A NEW MODULAR BUILDING

Pursuant to advice received by the City Attomey, President Alvarez recused herself from acting on
this item.

After President Alvarez exited the room, the meeting was chaired by Vice President Zuniga.

Based on comments provided in the Concession Task Force meeting, Noel Williams, Chief
Accounting Employee, amended the contract to state that only for the financial information, that in
Year Five of the operation of the Agreement, staff would begin evaluating and negotiating with the
Non-Profit for financial terms to take effect during Year Seven. Those terms would be either the
greater of 5% of revenues, or the stated amount which is in the contract for the next evaluation
period.

The above item was presented to the Board by Department staff, and the Board further discussed
the item in detail. Public comment was invited on the item. Six requests for public comment were
received and such comment was made to the Commission.

It was moved by Commissioner Patsaouras, seconded by Commissioner Sanford, that General
Manager's Report 14-081 be approved as amended, and that the Resolutions recommended in the
report be thereby approved. There being no objections, the Motion was unanimously approved.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Memorandum: LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT - PROPOSED MEMORANDUM
OF AGREEMENT
(Original Date-4117/13)

The report was held.

14"()09
PARKS INITIATIVE - LAUREL CANYONIMULHOLLAND OPEN
SPACE ACQUISITION PROJECT, 8100 WEST MULHOLLAND
DRIVE - REQUEST FOR FINAL AUTHORIZATION TO ACQUIRE
PROPERTY - ESCROW INSTRUCTIONS AND LEGALLY
OBLIGATED ACQUISITION COSTS, PURCHASE AND SALE
AGREEMENT, ALLOCATION OF PROPOSITION K FUNDS, AND
EXEMPTION FROM THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY ACT
(Original Date -1/22114)

Commissioner Sanford requested that the report be amended to add a recommendation direqting
staff to negotiate a maintenance agreement with Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority.

14·047
PLAYGROUND AND RECREATION RELATED EQUIPMENT,
ACCESSORIES, AND SUPPLIES CONTRACT - USE OF THE
NATIONAL JOINT POWERS ALLIANCE (NJPA) SELECTION
PROCESS FOR PLAYGROUND AND RECREATION RELATED
EQUIPMENT, ACCESSORIES, AND SUPPLIES WITH
PLAYPOWER INC.
(Original Date - 3/5/14)

14·048
PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT, SURFACING, SITE FURNISHINGS,
AND RELATED PRODUCTS AND SERVICES CONTRACT - USE
OF THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, COUNTY OF
MECKLENBURG SELECTION PROCESS TO PROVIDE
PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT, SURFACING, SITE FURNISHINGS
AND RELATED PRODUCTS AND SERVICES (CONTRACT NO.
110179) WITH PLAYCORE WISCONSIN, INC. DBA GAMETIME
(Original Date - 3/5114)

14·049
RECREATION AND PARKS EQUIPMENT CONTRACT - USE OF
HOUSTON·GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL SELECTION PROCESS
FOR RECREATION AND PARKS EQUIPMENT, SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION WITH LANDSCAPE STRUCTURES. INC.
(Original Date - 3/5/14)
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14-050
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY EQUIPMENT CONTRACT - USE OF
HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL SELECTION PROCESS
FOR THE PURCHASE OF ALTERNATIVE ENERGY EQUIPMENT
AND INSTALLATION SERVICES WITH SOLARWORLD AMERICAS
LLC
(Original Date - 3/5/14)

The above items were each separately described and presented to the Board by Department staff,
and the Board further discussed various of the items in detail. Public comment was invited on all
items. Two requests for public comment were received and such comments were made to the
Commission.

It was moved by Commissioner Sanford, seconded by Vice President Zufliga, that the General
Manager's Reports be approved as amended, and with exceptions as noted, and that the
Resolutions recommended in the reports be thereby approved. There being no objections, the
Motion was unanimously approved.

14-062- Taken Out of Order
GRIFFITH PARK - PERFORMING ARTS CENTER (W.O.
#E170202A) PROJECT - ADOPTION OF THE INITIAL
STUDYIMITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND
CONCEPTUAL APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT
(Original Date - 315/14)

The above item was presented to the Board by Department staff, and the Board further discussed
the item in detail. Public comment was invited on the item. Thirty-nine requests for public comment
were received and such comments were made to the Commission.

It was moved by Commissioner Sanford, seconded by Vice President Zutliga, that General
.Manager's Report 14-062 be approved, and that the Resolutions recommended in the report be
thereby approved. There being no objections, the Motion was unanimously approved.

14-061
GRIFFITH PARK CRYSTAL SPRINGS - NEW BASEBALL FIELDS
(W.O. #E170110B) PROJECT - CERTIFICATION OF THE FINAL
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT AND APPROVAL OF THE
PROJECT
(Original Date - 3/5/14)

Cathie Santo Domingo amended the report to replace the second paragraph on page 4 ofthe report
with the following language:

"The offices of Council Districl4 and Council District 13 support active recreation and baseball (adult
and youth) fields in the Crystal Springs area of Griffith Park. Neither office supports the North
Atwater Park alternative."
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The above item was presented to the Board by Department staff, and the Board further discussed
the item in detail. Public comment was invited on the item. Thirty-seven requests for public
comment were received and such comments were made to the Commission.

In response to comments made by Commissioner Sanford, Cathie Santo Domingo recommended
the report be further amended to add a recommendation to direct staff to provide a report back
addressing the mitigation of the trees and addressing the specific usage of the facility.

It was moved by Vice President Zufiiga, seconded by Commissioner Patsaouras, that General
Manager's Report 14-061 be approved as amended, and thatthe Resolutions recommended in the
report be thereby approved. There being no objections, the Motion was unanimously approved.

COMMISSION TASK FORCES

Commission Task Force on Facility Repair and Maintenance (Commissioners Blumenfield and
Sanford)

Commissioner Patsaouras reported thatthere was a contract on golf and tennis reservation systems
that would be coming before the full Board in May. There was also a report on the Lummis Home
regarding Request for Proposals (RFP). Staff has extended the due date on the RFP and will
conduct additional outreach to broaden the search for potential proposers. Lastly, the Travel Town
agreement which was approved earlier in the meeting was amended based on comments provided
in the Concessions Task Force meeting. .

Commission Task Force on Concessions (Commissioners Patsaouras and Zufiiga)

Commissioner Sanford reported that staff will work to reschedule the Facility Task Force meetings to
take place after the Board of Recreation and Park meetings to allow time for more in depth
discussions. She further reported that staff discussed the request for the reconsideration of the
placement of a monument in Solano Canyon and the review of a request made by Councilmember
Bernard Parks to rename Saint Andrews Recreation Center. Lastly, she reported that a discussion
took place relative to the Daughters of American Revolution's offer to install a plaque in Pan Pacific
Park.

GENERAL MANAGER'S ORAL REPORT

Michael Shull, General Manager, reported on Department activities.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

There was no request for future items.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Public comment was invited. One request for public comment was received and such comment was
made to the Commission.
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NEXT MEETING

The next scheduled meeting ofthe Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners was scheduled to
be held on Monday, April 14, 2014 at 9:30 a.m., at Northridge Recreation Center, 18300 Lemarsh
Street, Northridge, CA 91324.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 1:35 p.m.

ATTEST

P ES BOARD SRETARY
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P.O. Box 27573

Los Angeles. CA 90027-0573

friendsofgrlffithpark.org

January 10, 2013

Ms. Cathie Santo Domingo
Bureau of Engineering, RCFP
1149 S Broadway, Ste 860
Los Angeles, CA 90015

RE: Prop K L.A. for Kids Proposals for Two New Baseball Fields in Griffith Park

Dear Ms. Santo Domingo,

Friends of Griffith Park has expressed its support to the Bureau of Engineering and the
Department of Recreation and Parks for Option 3: Griffith Park North Atwater Location for
two new Prop K funded baseball fields. We believe that this option fulfills the project's stated
goals while creating the fewest significant impacts on recreational users and the environment.
In our view, it is the only viable project proposal that has been presented to the public so far
and the only proposal that meets the goals of Prop K.

The subject of this letter is the negative recreational and environmental impacts of proposed
Option l: North East Corner of the Crystal Springs Picnic Area that was preferred 4-3 by the
LVNOC in (Month) 2012. In arriving at our conclusion to oppose this choice, we have taken
into consideration the needs of all affected Crystal Springs user-groups and the Crystal
Springs environment itself.

Potential CEOA Impacts of Option 1
1. Recreational Resources

Option I creates a core change in use and users and a net loss in the quantity and quality of
established recreational usage at the Crystal Springs site.

Besides its availability for "walk-up" picnics, the Crystal Springs picnic facility is the only
facility in Griffith Park available on a "by-reservation" basis. It is heavily used by extended
families and affinity groups to celebrate milestones, quinceaneras, annual picnics, reunions,
and other special occasions. Under the proposed plan, one of the family picnic pads must be
eliminated because it is within the footprint of the proposed project. However, three other
pads would also be severely impacted because of their extreme proximity to the fence,
dugout and bleachers of the proposed west field. A total of375 potential "by-reservation"
family picnickers would be affected, as one eliminated picnic pad accommodates 75 people,
and the other three pads accommodate 100 each.

Crystal Springs is also the only picnic facility in Griffith Park available for large outdoor
special events, including youth, school and cultural fairs and festivals that attract up to 1000

Advocac!:I ' support , Education , Service



persons or more. Option I would severely disable, if not end, Crystal Spring's ability to
function as a facility for large group picnics and outdoor special events.

Because it requires a taking of, and significant reduction in, the physical area and user-
capacity of the site's picnic facilities, it evicts a large quantity of established recreationists.
At the same time, Option I reduces the overall quality of the existing recreational experience,
even in those vestiges of the site not proposed for demolition, due to the requisite enclosure
of open space, removal of trees, and resultant compression and marginalization of established
uses and users.

Loss of essential space. Space is the essential prerequisite of a picnic facility. The Crystal
Springs facility offers adequate space for group and individual picnicking, related forms of
play, and other types of passive recreation and relaxation. The notion that reducing the space
devoted to these established purposes can be offset by crowding the facility's picnic tables
together more densely indicates a lack of understanding of the Crystal Springs facility's core
uses and users. No one would consider reducing the playing area of a youth baseball field in
order to build a picnic facility within its footprint.

Loss of shade, increase in temperature. Recreation at Crystal Springs is enabled and
enhanced by mature trees that shade and cool the site. The removal of 44 trees would raise
temperatures and expose the site to open sun, impairing its continued function as a desirable
facility for picnicking and passive relaxation.

Increase in noise. Crystal Springs' mature trees also serve as acoustical barriers to the nearby
5-Golden State Freeway. Their removal would increase ambient sound to the detriment of
picnickers, passive recreationists and other users of the site. Option I also includes the
installation of two public address systems which will introduce unwanted noise, The addition
of permanent, amplified sound to the site will disturb the peace of its picnickers and passive
recreationists, golfers using the adjacent course, and equestrians and hikers on the trail
paralleling the ball fields. All will be disturbed additionally by the sharp crack of balls hitting
bats and sporadic shouts and cheers from the bleachers. In the case of equestrians, these
sudden noises will also pose safety issues: horses are highly sensitive to unexpected sounds
which can cause them to bolt.

Loss of recreational options, Option I will evict established picnickers and passive
recreationlsts, restrict their options for outdoor games and free play, and compress and
marginalize remaining users. It will also negatively impact bicycling by children at this site.
Griffith Park offers experienced cyclists paved roads shared with auto traffic and paved
mountain roads closed to automobiles. Crystal Springs offers a third, child-friendly option: a
flat, paved loop around its picnic facilities far enough removed from general park traffic to be
suitable for children. The Bike Rental Concession at Crystal Springs rents bicycles for
children and youth, pedal go-karts, and pedal surries for families that can be operated safely
on this road, usually as a companion activity to picnicking. Option 1 displaces these
recreationists by eliminating this loop.

Aesthetic concerns. The Crystal Springs picnic facility is a valuable scenic resource in and of
itself for people seeking a retreat from the city. lis visual character will be significantly
damaged by the loss of 44 trees. The quality of views from the grounds themselves will be
compromised, as will the views of the facility from Crystal Springs Drive. Under Option I,
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the views of trees and treetops will be replaced by a vista of barren ground, barrier fencing
and corporate banners.

2. Biological Resources

Because of biological adaptation, Crystal Springs plays an unexpected, but critical, role in the
health and survival of Griffith Park wildlife. The area sustains native mammals and birds, and
facilitates their safe movement along the Park's eastern edge, and to and from the Los
Angeles River paralleling the site. Wild species nest, burrow, hunt and graze on Crystal
Springs picnic grounds whose unimpeded open nature, vegetation including protected native
trees, and relative nighttime darkness will be sacrificed by Option I, to the impairment of this
natural resource.

Removal of trees. The removal of 44 trees reduces the canopy, biomass, and ecological
integrity of Crystal Springs, an area that is of ecological importance to the Cooper's hawks,
red-tailed hawks, common poor-will, woodpeckers, owls, egrets, great blue herons, squirrels,
rabbits, coyotes and mule deer and other species that are seen there. These species have
incorporated the site into their habitat and are sustained by, and dependent on, its continuance
as a friendly environment. With the proposed reduction in vegetative resources, a reduction
in fauna will follow. Especially impacted will be nesting sites in the upper tree canopy that
will be removed with the trees.

In 2006, the City of Los Angeles passed the Protected Tree Ordinance, which designates
indigenous coast live oaks and western sycamores as protected species. Option I mandates
the removal of many Crystal Springs sycamores and oaks, all protected under the code. It
will also necessitate the removal of a centerpiece tree - a venerable native sycamore that has
been designated by the City as a "Heritage Tree" and is a living artifact of Los Angeles and
Griffith Park history. This giant in the landscape likely pre-dates the Crystal Springs picnic
facility itself; horticultural testing may tell if it pre-dates the Park itself.

Wildlife connectivity. Option I mandates the introduction and installation of some 1400
linear feet of barrier fencing, (4 to 20 feet in height), to prevent Crystal Springs recreationists
and users of the adjacent trail from being hit by stray balls, as well as to secure the ball fields
themselves from outside use.

In the eastern part of Griffith Park, several man-made barriers already exist that frustrate the
movement of native species, and prevent them from reaching the Los Angeles River. Option
I adds another. It significantly narrows the available space within which mammals can travel
safely-both within the Park, and to and from the equestrian tunnel next to the Crystal
Springs picnic facility, an important connector to the river.

Wildlife planning considerations. The Planning Department of the County of Los Angeles
lists Griffith Park as a Significant Ecological Area (SEA). Due to sightings of'rare species
that have occurred, the Park is also listed with the California Natural Diversity Database,
signifying that impacts on rare species, as well as loss of the habitat which may support them,
and should be a planning consideration. Additionally, the Griffith Park segment of the Los
Angeles River paralleling and connecting to Crystal Springs, is one of nine focus areas in the
Congressionally funded Army Corps of Engineers Los Angeles River Ecosystem Feasibility
Study. A major objective of the Study is to establish habitat connectivity. The river reach at
Ceyste.l Sprinss was one of nine chosen for its greatest potential foe ecol5lyste;m t'estorntion. It
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is comment on the environmental significance of Griffith Park, that of the nine reaches of the
Los Angeles River being studied by the Army Corps, four of them are located in Griffith
Park.

Wildland fires. To minimize the risk of brush fires, barbeque equipment and fires arc
prohibited in Griffith Park, unless provided by the City in designated perimeter areas. The
Crystal Springs picnic facility is one of a handful of places in Griffith Park where outdoor
cooking is permitted. Barbeque grills and fire-safe hot coal disposal bins are provided for this
purpose. By reducing opportunities for safe grilling at Crystal Springs, Option 1 may lead to
unsafe grilling by displaced picnickers in fire risk areas.

Nightime illumination. Artificial lighting deters the hunting, mating and migration behaviors
of Griffith Park's nocturnal animals, including nighttime feeders like owls, raccoons,
coyotes, skunks and bats. The increase in nighttime illumination that will accompany Option
I will significantly impact wildlife.

U!!.§!. If dirt infields are not properly and continuously maintained, the dust that will result
can coat trees and plants to the detriment of passive users, wildlife and the vegetation itself.

Safe watershed. The initial rendering of the ballfields avoids probable parking impacts, such
as accommodating parking demand at peak game times, or additional parking space
requirements which may be imposed based upon bench-seat count. If additional parking is
mandated, loss of water permeability and watershed issues must be addressed per the Clean
Water Act and Federal, State and County agencies.

3. Historic Resources

By unanimous vote of the Los Angeles City Council, in January of2009, Griffith Park was
designated in its entirety as City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument #942
Its benefactor, Colonel Griffith J. Griffith, was an immigrant who was born into poverty. He
envisioned that the Park he endowed would be "a place of rest and relaxation, "and "a
resort for the rank and file of the plain people. "In 1910, the Colonel wrote:

Public parks are a safety valve of great cities and should be accessible and attractive,
where neither race, creed or color should be excluded ...Give
nature a chance /0 do her good work and nature will give every person a
greater opportunity in health, strength and mental power. "

The Crystal Springs picnic facility is one of the best surviving exemplars of Colonel
Griffith's vision for the Park. As the Colonel intended, it is available to every race, creed and
color-and is enjoyed particularly by working class and immigrant youth and their families
as a retreat from the congested metropolis: Prop K funding for two new ballfields in Griffith
Park is not a grandfathered project and is, therefore, a candidate for historic evaluation and
review.

Picnicking. a historically significant activity. Picnicking is one of the three earliest forms of
recreation in Griffith Park, (hiking and horseback riding are the others). Photographs dating
from the earliest years of the 20th century show parties in heavy Victorian dress picnicking
underthe Park's sycamores.
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The Crystal Springs picnic facility was developed in 1936, after the Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC).dismantied their live-in camp there. In 1935, Camp Griffith Park was visited by
President Franklin Roosevelt and First Lady Eleanor to dedicate the sculpture, "The Spirit of
the CCC," a WPA Arts Project, a reproduction of which is now in Travel Town. Since that
time, generations of families have made Crystal Springs their headquarters for family picnics
and celebrations.

Historic losses and rebuilding of baseball fields. Contrary to the assertion that the Option 1
replaces ballfields that were lost at Crystal Springs, there is no record of ballfields in this area
until the existing Crystal Springs baseball facility, Pote Field, was built in the late 19505. The
1935 Master Plan for Griffith Park shows two ball fields near the municipal plunge at the
Griffith Park Rec Center at Los Feliz and Riverside Drive. These fields were demolished by
the construction of the 5-Golden State Freeway in 1957. Some believe that Pote Field and the
youth baseball/softball field currently in Griffith Park's North Atwater area were built to
compensate for the loss of the Rec Center fields, but there are no records on this point. Rather
than ballfields at Griffith Park Rec Center, there are presently two newer soccer fields there
in addition to the tennis courts which existed prior to the freeway and were not affected by its
construction.

Records do show that some 260 acres of Griffith Park (1/5 of the Park's flat land) were lost to
5-Golden State Freeway construction, including a significant portion of Crystal Springs
picnic area which was previously a much larger facility. The land lost to picnicking was not
restored. In fact, a portion of Crystal Springs's picnic area that did survive was used for the
development of Pote Field.

Historic loss of picnic area. Over the years, the amount of informal and developed picnic area
in Griffith Park that has been demolished to make way for facility development has been
considerable. In 1957 260 acres of flat-much of it space for picnicking and free play-s-were
lost to the freeway; in 1958, Toyon Canyon's 40-acres were lost to a landfill; in 1988 the
Pine Meadows picnic area's II acres were turned over to the Autry Museum for $1 a year; in
1997, the Greater Los Angeles Zoo carved out 9-acres of the historic Mineral Wells picnic
area, for its new animal health center (the Zoo wanted to teke all of the picnic area, but
activists fought back and limited the taking). Records fail to pinpoint the moment when
Vermont Canyon's developed picnic areas, created in the 1910's, were displaced by stacked
parking for the Greek, but that is the norm. Baseball fields come and go in Griffith Park, but
Griffith Park's picnicking acreage simply disappears without replacement.

Trees as historic resources. Native trees are important historic resources throughout the Park.
Option I seeks to remove a number of native sycamore and oaks, including a giant specimen
at Crystal Springs that been designated by the City as a "Heritage Tree" and is a living,
breathing part of the Park's historic fabric. This tree may pre-date the Crystal Springs picnic
facility; horticultural testing should be undertaken to determine its exact age, for it may pre-
date the Park itself.

The Anm National Historic Trail. The City of Los Angeles' only certified section of the Juan
Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail defines the eastern edge of the Crystal Springs
picnic facility. This trail is heavily used by hikers, runners, equestrians, and picnicking
families out for a stroll. It is one link in a 1200 mile historic trail being assembled by the
National Park Service (NPS) that when completed, will stretch from Nogales, Arizona to the
Presidio in San Francisco. The trail will celebrate the exploits of the Anza Expedition which
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opened California to Spanish colonization in 1775-6, and led to the founding of Los Angeles
in 1781.

An important NPS recreational goal is to expose trail users to the landscapes and natural
features that were seen by expedition members. Currently there are outstanding views of
Griffith Park's natural canopy and rugged, western hills from the trail adjacent to Crystal
Springs. Option Iwould change this to views of barren fields with chain link fencing hung,
with corporate banners. This will have a damaging effect on the Trail and on Griffith Park's
historic fabric: Crystal Springs is the site of the historic Feliz Adobe, the former ranchhouse
of Jose Vicente Feliz which is a City landmark in and of itself. Feliz was a military escort to
the Anza Expedition, one of the founders of Los Angeles and owner of Rancho Los Feliz,
which ultimately became Griffith Park.

Option 1 Basic Eligibility Concerns

In addition to the impacts on recreational, biological and historical resources, we are
concerned that Option I does not meet basic Prop K eligibility requirements. The Proposition
K - L.A. for Kids Request Steering Committee Request for Proposals (RFP) states that:

The primary' purpose offunding allocated through this RFP will be to combat the
inadequacies and decay of the City's infrastructurefor youth, which has resulted in
serious unmet needs for park, recreation, child-care and community facilities.

Griffith Park's Crystal Springs picnic facility is a healthy, heavily-used facility offering
recreation for youth and their families. Option I's required demolition of, and negative
impacts on, the Crystal Springs site will cause a significant reduction in the capacity of this
facility and in doing so, create an unmet need for group picnicking and outdoor event space.
This is the opposite of the intended effect.

. The basic Eligibility Requirements listed on the Proposition K - L.A. for Kids Request for
Proposals Competitive Grant process fact sheet include the stipulation that applicants must
demonstrate that the proposed project will result in qualitative and/or quantitative Increase in
recreation services to our city's youth and the general population. Moreover, as a part of the
competitive scoring process, the Prop K-- L.A. for Kids Steering Committee Request for
Proposals, also requires applicants to respond to the Section II "Service Capability" and
"Bonus Points Discussions" below:

4, Service Capability

iv. Estimate how many additional youth will be served with the proposed expanded services
over the life of the capital improvement project.
v. Discuss how the proposed project will create or enhance the existing capacity of
recreation and leisure facilities available to local youth and residents.

The number of additional youth that will be served by two new ball fields at the Crystal
Springs site over the life of the capital improvement project, cannot compensate for the
attendant reduction in the number of youth served by the existing capital facility whose life
will be cut short to make way for the project as proposed in Option 1. In addition to "by-
reservation" family picnic usage affecting up to 375 picnickers daily, this picnicking facility
will no longer be available for reservation-only special events. affecting 1000 or more users

6



for each event. Many of the special events are youth focused, including numerous school
events. Also, within the footprint of the proposed ballfields, the current facility supports a
high volume of walk-up blanket picnicking and passive leisure activities for a diversity of
recreationists year-round and is open every day of the year. Besides these direct losses of
recreational usage, the degradation in the quality of picnicking for the entirety of Crystal
Springs picnic facility will further lower the usage by passive recreationists and picnickers.

In summary, the construction of the proposed project at the Crystal Springs site will decrease
the site's existing recreational capacity resulting in a net loss of recreation available to youth.
It will create, instead of resolve, an unmet need. Furthermore, the diversity of recreational
users will be reduced as there is no reason to believe that the new ballfields will be open to
the general population, whether by advance arrangement or on a walk-up basis. In all plans
and materials specific to the proposed project, the facilities are described as "Little League
Fields," which are leased to private operators and open only to qualified paying participants.

5. Bonus Points Discussions

Project includes an at-risk youth component
No. Conversion of the existing picnic facility at Crystal Springs into two new ballfields will
reduce recreational services to the region's at-risk youth. The site's picnic facilities are
heavily used by youth and their families, many of whom live in under-served neighborhoods
lacking in trees, greenery and open space. Additionally, the Crystal Springs Group Picnic
area is one of a handful of places in Griffith Park where outdoor grilling is permitted.
Preparation of a meal on an outdoor setting is typically the centerpiece of family and group
picnics for lower income recreationlsts, who do not have backyards in which they can enjoy
this type of recreation.

Project serves an area without simi/or services or facilities
No. Because Griffith Park is a regional park, the assessment of recreational services and
facilities must be considered on a regional basis. Currently, Griffith Park has more sports
fields and courts than any other park in the Los Angeles system. There are presently two
baseball fields in Griffith Park proper and within a short radius of the Park there are an
additional 9 youth baseball fields for a total of II.

Griffith Park (2)
Silver Lake Field of Dreams (I)
Weddington Park (4)
Taylor Yard (2)
Pan Pacific Park (I)
Bellevue Recreation Center (I)

By contrast, there is only one group picnic area in Griffith Park and within a short radius of
the Park there are no others. The demolition andlor significant reduction in size in the Crystal
Springs picnic facility will evict more recreationist than Option I will serve.

Project demonstrates high cost-effecttveness
No. Option I is not cost-effectiveness at all. It will require the demolition of a healthy and
heavily used existing facility that has been enjoyed by generations of youth and their families
and continues to serve these users. There is a long history of public investment in the Crystal
Springs picnic facility. Formal picnic grounds have been maintained there since J 936 and
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investment was made in renovations there for the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics. The
reconstruction of this popular facility at another site, (were it possible to be found), would
require considerable investment (could funding be found). The cost to duplicate the picnic
area would be significant; the cost to install mature trees to shade the replacement area would
be prohibitively expensive. Additionally, the by-reservation functions at Crystal Springs'
provide needed revenue directly to the Recreation and Parks Department's Budget for its
operations and youth programming. They will be greatly reduced, ifnot eliminated by Option
1, further calling into question the proposal's cost effectiveness.

In summary, we believe that Option I does not meet several Prop K Eligibility Requirements.
Instead we are recommending Option 3, which conforms favorably to the basic goals of
Proposition K and RFP stipulations.

Friends of Griffith Park

Friends of Griffith Park is a grassroots 501(c) (3) non-profit organization. We advocate for
the Griffith Park as a whole and for all its user groups and seek a balance of interests that will
conserve and preserve the Park for future generations;

It is our understanding that Option 1; North East Corner of Crystal Springs Picnic Area is
under consideration. The comments in this letter express our opposition to this option. If it is
also under consideration, the concerns expressed herein also extend to Option 2: South End
of Crystal Springs Picnic Area, a different configuration that creates similar impacts to the
picnic facility.

Friends of Griffith Park reiterates its support for Option 3; Griffith Park North Atwater
Location as the appropriate location for two new ballfields funded by Prop K. Additionally,
there may be other possible locations within Griffith Park, not yet proposed, even better
suited for new ballfields.

ectfully,

~V"1f//~,++-. _
Gerry Hans
President

8



EXHIBITD



I"ri~lIl1$ (;t ili~iffitilfi>l3Jrk
P.O. Box 27573
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March 06, 2013

Ms. Maria Martin
City of Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering
Environmental Managemen! Group
1149 S. Broadway, 6th Floor, Mail Stop 939
Los Angeles, CA 90015-2213

RE: Prop K Proposals for Two New Baseball Fields in Griffith Park
(Letter #2)

Dear Ms. Martin,

This letter follows our comment letter dated Jan 10, 2013, regarding the Prop K
ball fields in Griffith Park.

Our additional general comments:
1. Consider alternative locations, including Central Service Yard, Ferraro Fields,
and Headworks. Study potential recontigurations of these alternative sites, which
may help make them more efficient tor active recreational usage. In particular,
study reconfiguration ot Ferraro Fields.

2. While considering alternative locations, recognize that it is not necessary to
position two ball fields next to each other. There is little that can be shared
between two ball fields, so there is negligible operational benefit having them
placed aside each other. In fact, many potential impacts may be lessened by
placing them in relatively separate locations, such as parking/traffic impacts.

Our additional comments regarding the impacts at Crystal Spring picnicking
facility:
1. To repeat a comment made during the Scoplng Meeting on January 24, 2012,
in the Environmental Screening Checklist, 4. Biological Resources, e) conflict
with local policies, should be checked as "potentially significant impact."

2. According to the National Park Service, The Juan Bautista de Anza National
Historic Trail segment within Griffith Park is the only certified section of this
National Historic Trail within the entire Los Angeles area. This should afford it
additional protection, per our previous comments. Historic-Cultural agencies and
entities should be advised and consulted.

Advocacq e support ' education , Service



3. A special effort should be made to identify and quantify the user groups
affected negatively by placing ball fields in Crystal Springs. User surveys should
be undertaken to chronicle usage of the entire area which may be impacted.
When this has been accomplished, outreach to these users should be initiated.
So far, there have been insufficient postings and notifications, if any, in the
Crystal Spring picnicking facility.

4. The foot print of the proposed site should be chalked out in order to give
current users a true picture of the impacted area. Three-dimensional renderings
of the ball fields within the setting, including all fencing, should be drawn in order
to give a better sense of the impacts. These renderings should include typical
scoreboards and sponsor banners on fencing.

5. Future impacts, beyond those resulting directly from the current pre-design
plan, should not be segmented out of the EIR process. For example, additional
parking space requirements may present impacts on their own merit (the taking
of.more open space), above and beyond the impacts caused by the project as
described.
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TEUlPHONB:(310) 798-2400
FACSIMILIl: (310) 798-2402

CHATTEN-BROWN & CARSTENS UP
2200 PACIFIC COAST HlGHWAY

SUITE 318
HERMOSA BMCH, CALIFORNIA 90254
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December 17, 2013

VIII u.s. Mail and email Maria.Martin@lacity.org

Ms. Maria Martin
City of Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering
Environmental Management Group
1149 S. Broadway, 6th Floor, Mail Stop 939
Los Angeles, CA 90015-2213

Re: SCH No. 2013011012
Draft EIR Comments on Griffith Park Crystal Springs New Baseball Fields
Proposition K

Dear Ms. Martin:

We submit these comments on behalf of Friends of Griffith Park (FoOP). Friends
of Griffith Park is a non-profit charitable group that promotes the enlightened stewardship
of Griffith Park so it can survive and thrive in the 21st Century. For this reason, FoOP
has been active and interested in the City's process to determine a suitable location (or
locations) for the two new ball fields proposed for Griffith Park ("Project"). As currently
proposed, the Project would locate two new youth baseball fields on approximately four
acres in the Crystal Springs picnic area of Griffith Park. The existing loop road would be
converted to have two cal-de-sacs. The Project would require the removal of thirty-three
trees and the relocation of twelve trees. Just as important, the Project would require the
relocation of seven picnic tables that cnrrently comprise one of the only large group
picnic areas in Griffith Park. While the picnic tables themselves would be retained, they
would be placed in a much smaller area, thereby constraining the size of the groups that
they may serve and likely ending the ability to have reserved group picnics. (Department
of Recreation and Parks presentation, LVNOC Meeting #2, February 27, 2012.) Since
picnicking is a low-cost recreational activity available to all Los Angeles families, the
loss of these group picnic areas will have significant impacts on Griffith Park and its
ability to provide recreational opportunities. Accordingly, FoGP respectfully requests
that the City carefully consider replacement of these picnic areas with ball fields that may
not be available for free public use.
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The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) is intended to produce an EIR
that adequately informs the public and decision makers about the potential environmental
impacts of a project and to provide alternatives and mitigation to lessen or eliminate those
Impacts. (CEQAGllidelines § 15002; Citizens of Goleta Valley v. Bd. of Supervisors
(1990) 52 Cal. 3d 553, 564; Laurel Heights Improvement Ass 'n o/San Francisco v.
Regmts o/the University o/California (1988) 47 Cal.3d 376,392.) The DEIR prepared
for the Griffith Park Crystal Springs New Baseball Fields Project contains numerous
deficiencies that prevent it from complying with CEQA The DBIR fails as all
informational document, it is based upon premises that are contradicted by evidence in
the record, and it fails to address the concerns and alternatives submitted by FoOP during
the scaping period. The DEIR recognizes that significant itnpacts will eccur, but fails to
explore the significance of those .itnpacts, to develop a full range of effective mitigation
measures, or to adequately analyze alternatives to the Project avoid or lessen impacts, as
required by law. The DEm. must be substantially revised before the Project may be
approved by the City.

I. The Em's Alternatives Analysis is Inadequate.

CEQA mandates that a public agencies, "nQt approve projects as proposed if there
are feasible alternatives or feasible mitigation measures available which would
substantially lessen the significant environmental effects of such projects." (public
Resources COde§21002.) Accordingly, the alternatives analysis is the "core of the .EIR."
(Citizens of Goleta Valley v. Board o/Supervisors (1990) 52 Cal. 3d 553,564.) "One of
[an BIR's] major functions ... is to ensure that all reasonable alternatives to proposed
projects are thoroughly assessed by the responsible official." (Laurel Heights
Improvement Ass'n. v. Regents o/the University o/California (1988) 47 Cal. 3d 376,
400.) Further, "Under CEQA, the public agency bears the burden of affirmatively
demonstrating that •..the agency's approval of the proposed project followed meaningful
consideration of alternatives and mitigation measures." (Mountain Lion Foundation v.
Fish and Game Commission (1997) 16 Cal.4th lOS, 134.)

A. The DEIR Ignored Feasible Alternatives Suggested During the Scoping
Process.

By failing to thoroughly assess all reasonable alternatives to the proposed Project
that were put forth during the seeping process, the City has failed to comply with CEQA.
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The DEIR correctly states that Section 15126.6 of the CEQA Guidelines requires
that an EIR should discuss a range of reasonable alternatives to the proposed project, but
that it need not consider alternatives that are infeasible. Although the DEIR chose to
discossfive allegedly feasible alternatives, it ignored completely those al~ves that
presented the best opportu,nil:ies to "avoid or substantially lessen" environmenW impacts
and best fit the objectives and spirit of the project. Of those alternatives the OEIR
"considered and fouud infeasible," most were red herrings that would never have been
implemented for various reasons: Carpenter Community Charter School, Toyon Canyon
Landfill, and Commonwealth Nursery. Alternative lb should not be considered an
alternative since it is merely a different layout at the same Crystal Springs PiCnic Facility
location. Much better alternatives which Were also suggested during the seeping periOd
(and even earlier) were intentionally and completely ignored. These alternatives are
discussed below.

1. Alternative Placement: During the seeping period, it was suggested that the
two new ball fields did not necessarily need to be adjacent to each other. The Project and
its Objectives call for new ball fields, not one new sports complex comprising two ball
fields. This was not considered, discussed or analyzed in the DEIR. This alternative
configuration has grest potential to reduce the negative environmental impacts to already-
crowded venues within Griffith Park. It also has the potential to fit within the existing
infrastructure of the park, such that new rest rooms and parking spaces, for example,
present less challenge and expense,

By placing ball fields in two distinct locations rather than adjacent, accessibility of
these ball fields to two different communities is possible. There is significant value in
having recreational facilities in close proximity to the residential areas inneed of them,
without the requirement of transportation via parents of the 6 to 12 year olds targeted by
the Project. Having one enhanced field at North Atwater location, for example, could
help serve the needs of that residential area. Also, locating one ball field at the North
Atwater location, rather than two, would eliminate the single significant impact (noise)
which would occur if two ball fields located there under the North Atwater Alternative,
according to the DEIR noise analysis.

The DEIR fails totally to analyze the split-field alternative in relationship to
reduction of adverse impacts and in relationship to fulfillment of the project objectives.
The DEIR must be revised to analyze the inherently feasible alternative of locating the
two Project ball fields in different locations, with reduced environmental impacts at each.
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2. Central Service Yard (CSy): This previously suggested alternative was not
considered at all in the DEIR. Yet, it is the most highly-studied venue for active sports of
all alternatives under consideration by the City. City Project, a non-profit environmental

. justice organization, initiated a conceptual design project for the area as LA's "next great
urban park" Of course full implementation of City Project's entire proposal would be
costly and prohibitive. However, the current Prop K funding creates an opportunity to
begin transforming at least a portion of this property to park recreational usage.
(See, KCET Departures
http://www.kcet.orglsocal/det!arturesllandofsuoshine/ACE LAR comments 20131118 u
pdated2.pdf; CITY PROJECT CSY
http://www.kcet.org/socalIdenartureslcolllmnsf2011%20GfEBLAR%20Final%20C0ncep
tual%20Plan%2020120713%20BD%20.pdf.)

CSY is a large complex of buildings, parking lots, and outdoor storage yards
adjacent to the LA River on its east bank. It is currently occupied by multiple City
departments. CSY is also dedicated park land and should not be used for non-parkland
business. (City Charter, Sec. 594 Control and Management of Recreation and Park
Lands. (c) Restrictions on Transfer of Dedicated Parks ["AlI lands heretofore or hereafter
set apart or dedicated as a public park shall forever remain to the use of the public
inviolate •.. "J.) Without demolishing any buildings, the acreage for two ball fields could
be easily configured onto this 28-acre City property by utilizing some of the storage yard
area. Thus, CSY is a feasible alternative that must be analyzed in a revised DEIR.

3. Ferraro Fields: Yet another suggested alternative location was not
considered at all in the DEIR. Ferraro Fields is already an active sports complex, and
would therefore eliminate environmental challenges apparent at the CrystaJ Springs
location. The Ferraro Fields property is nearly 30 acres and is comprised of seven soccer
fields, parking lot, a shady picnic area with playground, a large un-landscaped area, and
an off-leash dog park facility. A road currently encircles the area, providing ample
additional parking capacity. At least one ball field could be built at this area without
sacrificing soccer fields. With a reconfiguration, it may be possible to build two fields
but may require relocating the dog park and/or realigning the road.

Design concepts and detailed analysis for all three of the above alternatives should
be a part ofarevised DEIR.
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B. The EIR's Alternatives Analysis Failed to Accurately Analyze the
Comparative Environmental Impacts of Alternative Sltes.

1. Aestheties

The DEIR correctly states that at both Crystal Springs locations, the
"Aesthetics impact after mitigation would be significant." The DEIR fails, however, to
analyze the full extent of the recreational activities these aesthetical changes will impact.
The character of Griffith Park as an urban wilderness is largely defined by its native
habitat. "Urban Wilderness Identity", per the Griffith Park Vision Plan, applies to all of
Griffith Park. Far more value should be placed on retaining native species trees, both
from a biological resource perspective and for aestbetical context. Large native
"protected" trees will need to be removed at both Crystal Springs sites. (Griffith Park
Vision Plan, Executive Summary:
http://Iaparks.orglplanninglpdflGPvisionplan.pdf; Protected Tree Ordinance (2006):
http://citvplanning.lacity.orgICode StudieslOther/ProtectedTreeOrd.pdf.)

The DEIR also fails to anticipate the much-increased future usage of the Crystal
Springs area's adjacent trails. Increase in usage will result from the recently approved La
Kretz Bridge over the Los Angeles River which will deliver new, higher levels of
equestrians, runners and hikers to the area. Future improvements to the Juan Bautista de
Anza National Historic Trail in Griffith Park (National Park Service), currently in
conceptual design and planning phase, will also produce increased numbers of users.
Higher usage, in tum, presents an even higher level of aesthetics impact which was not
considered by the DEIR.
(Attachment #3: Griffith Park Anza Trail brochure, and Attachment #4: National Park
Service support letter)

2. Biological Resources

The DEIR correctly states that at both Crystal Springs locations, the "Biological
Resources impact after mitigation would be significant." The DEIR fails, however, to
analyze the full extent of the impact and is therefore inadequate.

The Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan (LRRMP) is cited with a
reference to enhancing the biological resources lost when the river was re-engineeredin
the 1930s. (DEIR p, 3, 2-6.) However, the DEIR does not attempt to analyze the.
importance Crystal Springs area has to wildlife connectivity, via the adjacent tunnel to the
Los Angeles River or otherwise. The Griffith Park Wildlife Connectivity Survey has
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continued since summer 2011 and is neither referenced not consulted. The nearby tunnel
is one of only two viable park corridors to cross 1-5, allowing good connectivity to the
river for wildlife. Alternatives sites do not create this significant illlpact. Even so, the
DEm. finds, without support, "There are no migratory wildlife corridors for wildlife
within the projllct site .... (DEIRpp. 3, 4-19.) How is this claim substantiatfld? The
DElR's failure to discuss the potential loss of habitat connectivity and wildlife corridors,
an impact that· affects only the Crystal Springs locations, is a failure to disclose that
violates CEQA. The DEIR must be revised to analyze the Project's potential impacts on
wildlife corridors and habitat connectivity.

The loss of trees at Crystal Springs is discussed in the DEIR. However, there is
inadequate analysis of the wildlife supported by the trees. No nesting surveys were done
to identify nesting birds, migratory or otherwise. Only anecdotal observations were made
during a brief visit on one hot sunnner day, outside the main nesting season.
Additionally, some valuable bird species known to inhll.bit the Crystal Springs location
are not mentioned at all in the DEIR. Omitted species include redtail hawk, common
poorwill, great blue heron, and western bluebird,

Due to the inadequate disclosure and analysis of biological resources located
onsite, the DElR's mitigation measures for biological impacts are inadequate. Without an
adequate analysis, the likely adverse biological impacts on Griffith Park and the Santa
Monica Mountains cannot be mitigated.

Light spillagll from the Crystal Springs site also affects the Project's adverse
impacts on wildlifll. Decades of scientific research has established that artificial
nighttime Iightingintm!lres with wildlife and habitat value, The introduction of

. nighttime lighting can interfere with predator-prey relationships, affect bird nesting
behavior, as well as circadian and annual rhythms affecting wildlife behavior. The DEIR
also fails to adequately consider the disruption to wildlife that would result from lighting
two hall fields at Crystal Springs, in violation of CEQA. (See, The Ecological Consequences
of Artificial Night Lighting, Travis Longcore and Catherine Rich, 2006.)

Finally, FoGP notes that the DEIR confuses the City of Los Angeles Protected
Tree Ordinance (2006) and the Department of Recreation and Parks Tree Preservation
Policy.

1. Errata: The City ordinance is incorrectly called "Tree Preservation Ordinance"
multiple times in the DEIR. A suitable name for the ordinance is "Protected Tree
Ordinance." The City has. a list of special native species, called "protected trees,"



Ms. Maria Martin
City of Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering
December 17, 2013
Page 7

which need to be respected for fulfilling important native habitat functions. By
misnaming the ordinance, the DEIR misrepresents and obscures the purposes for
which these trees were protected.

2. Errata: The Department's policy statement on trees is incorrectJy called "Tree
Preservation Ordinance" on page 3 4-6, and should be "Tree Preservation Policy."

3. Noise

The noise-related "significant impact" noted for Alternative #2, North Atwater, is
highly subjective due to the operation of the often-criticized metrics associated with
noise. Ironically, the lower ambient noise level at Alternative #2 provides a more
acceptable noise level for the recreational activity of youth baseball, given that numerous
studies have shown that youth may be disproportionately impacted by high volumes and
hearing loss.

The DEIR analysis also fails to take into consideration future sound mitigation
programs which will likely be introduced at the Crystal Springs location. Sound
mitigation measures will ultimately be accomplished at Crystal Springs with freeway
barriers, berms, plantings, or combinations thereof. When this proposed sound mitigation
is implemented to reduce traffic noise levels from 1-5, the lower ambient level will then
put Crystal Springs ballgame noise impacts on par with that expected at the North
Atwater location. Thus, the basis for the City's conclusion that the Crystal Springs
location is superior - the lesser noise impact - will be eliminated. CEQA analysis must
include consideration of other relevant, probable future projects, such as the proposed
noise reductions for 1-5, the Anza Trail, and other Caltrans projects for the area. (Public
Resources Code § 21083(b)(2).)

4. Recreational Resources

Since the purpose of Objective #2 is to create high quality, affordable recreational
programming for at-risk youth, the DEIR should include a thorough analysis of the costs
of ball team play to ensure that the Project will meet the Objective. Little League and
similar league activities (with uniforms, equipment, coaching) may be out of reach for
many families with at-risk children. (Sec, Big Price Tags Attached Even to Littlest
Games, New York Times, ht!p://www.nvtimes.coml20l2l04/24/sportslbig-price-tags-
attached-to-even-the-littlest-leagues.html? r=Q; Youth Baseball Costs Soar on and off the
Field, http://www.huffingtonpost.coml20 12104/24/youth-sports-costs-
soar n 1448988.html.) The DEIR should also analyze whether alternative sports with
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lower costs, such as soccer, might better fit the City's Objectives. A convincing argument
must assert how the Project's ball fields will be available to at-risk youth.

Currently, at the Crystal Springs Picnic Facility, families with "at-risk" 6 tol2 year
olds targeted by the City can recreate Creatively at no cost. Many families have been
doing so at Crystal Springs for three or four generations. An analysis by professionals
with "environmental justice" expertise should also be performed to ascertain that policies
that protect people on environmental justice grounds, including state law, are upheld with
any project at this site. Finally, as previously refeJ"'l}nced,privatization, in any way, of
dedicated parkland at Griffith Park:would violate City Charter, Section 594 (c).

5. Transportation and Traffic

The DEm discusses traffic studies with meaningless results, while ignoring the
obvious parking problem at the Crystal Springs location. On many warm days, all 265 of
the site's parking spaces are taken. Cars must circle until another car leaves. This is the
current state of affairs, even without the new parking demands of two simultaneous Little
League games. Additionally, since teams must be prepared to take the field as soon asa
previous game ends, the parking lot will need to accommodate parking generated by a
minimum of four teams, in addition to the existing demand created by picnicking, Pete
Field, and adjacent facilities .: Thus, 120 additional spaces may be UIlderstating the ball
field needs.

A thorough analysis of baseline parking by season, by weekdays, by weekend, and
by time of day must be done. Only then can logical and informed decisions about the
impacts to the area can be formed. At present, anecdotal reports by park rangers support .
the conclusion that this area is already at maximum capacity on warm days. The existing
parking supply is insufficient to meet existing demands. The nearest alternative parking

, is at Merry-go-round Lot #1, a half-mile away, and is also often at capacity.

The DEIR also fails to include an analysis of the impacts and safety of the area for
bicycle users, particularly young bicyclists, with regard to the proposed reconfiguration of
the road to accommodate the Crystal Springs ball fields.

6. The Table Summarizing the Alternatives Analysis is Unsubstantiated and
Confusing.

The DEm attempts to tabulate its alternatives analysis into a single table, Table 4-
2, located at DEm page 4-39. This table presents a failed attempt to quantify relative
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impacts which are not quantifiable. Not all adverse impacts are of the same magnitude,
as illustrated by a reference to significant impacts as "1" and lesser ones as "II." A false
assumption is made giving equal weighting, plus or minus from the initial impact ranking,
for the various impacts and various alternatives, skewing the results in favor of
Alternative lb. This table is not credible and should not be the basis for the conclusion
which follows on the same page.

A more acceptable conclusion from this chart is that two significantly adverse
impacts which are unavoidilble ('T' level for both Biological and Aesthetics, per Table 4·
2) are present at both Crystal Springs locations. At least one of the analyzed alternatives
substantially lessens-or avoids both of these impacts, and it is likely that the other feasible
alternatives suggested by POOP would avoid or lessen these impacts, as well. Therefore,
other alternatives should be explored and analyzed in a revised DEIR.

n. The Project Fails to Satisfy Proposition I{Requirements for Public
Access.

It is our understanding that Proposition K funds are not available for projects
which are not accessible to the general public. Given that "youth fields" was later
substituted for the original application' s specification of fields for "Little League
regulation baseball," it is important that ball fields placed into service via Prop K funding
• regardless of location in Griffith Park - conform to Prop K guidelines. (Attachment #1,
pp, 11-12, Prop. K Application.) The DEIR fails to prove that the Project will be
accessible to the general public, either at the Project's opening or during the life of the
ball fields. Inpractice, many Little League fields are not available for public use, or are
available rarely due to their use by Little League participants. The Project must be
revised to include conditions honoring Proposition K prerequisites for general public
access.

The voter-supported intention of Prop K is to expand recreation in the City of Los
Angeles. Ball fields would only bring new recreation to Griffith Park if the ball fields
were located in a place where they truly brought new recreation, rather than "trading-off"
lost picnickers for new ball players, as it would be the situation at Crystal Springs Picnic
Facility. The DEIR fails to rationalize the purported increase in recreational opportunity
provided by this taxpayer-provided Proposition K funding, given the detrimental impact
the Project would have on recreational picnicking opportunities at Crystal Springs.
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m. Inadequate Public Notice Was Given to Affected Parties.

The normal course of public notification of this Project - via City Hall, the
internet, and of businesses and residences within the affected area's perimeter ~ do not
suffice as adequate notification for this Project. In this situation, where a treasured city-
wide resource is potentially impacted, the City should have notified the most affected
party - the picnickers - as a first priority. This was suggested in writing during the
scoping period, but not heeded. Specifically, in order to reach members of the public that
utilize the Project area, notices with a map depicting the proposed Project location should
have been posted lit the Crystal Springs Picnic. Area itself. Secondly, since a database
exists of all group picnic "use-fee" patrons (organizations, churches, families, and
corporations), many which are regular group picnickers, the Department of Recreation
and Parks should have been directed to send notifications to them, CEQA's vitality is
derived from public participation. (Ocean View Estates Homeowners Assn v. Montecito
Water District (2004) 116 Cal.App.4th 396, 400.) Going forward, FoGP requests that the
City post notices at Crystal Springs and mail notices to groups contained within the

. database.

IV. The Project Objectives are Flawed and May Not be Satisfied by the
Project.

A Project'R objectives are important because they shape the Project and are the
metric by which Project alternatives are measured. Thus, flaws in the Project Objectives
will extend to all parts of the environmental analysis.

Objective # 1, "Restore baseball/softball fields to Griffith Park Crystal Springs that
served the area prior to the construction of the 1-5 freeway," is flawed since there is no
evidence that any ball fields ever previously existed at the Crystal Springs location except
for the current Pote Field. (OEIR p. 2-17.) Two ball fields did exist at a different
location more than one mile away, and this was over 55 years ago. Thus, as written,
Objective #1 appears to be improperly biased toward the Crystal Springs location for the
fields. Previous efforts to dispel this misinformation went unacknowledged in the DEIR.
In addition, use ofunduJy narrow project objectives violates CEQA (In Re Bay Delta
Coordinated Environmental Impact Report Proceedings (2008) 43 Cal. 4th 1143, 1166
["a lead agency may not give a project's purpose an artificially narrow defmition"].)

DEIR Objective #2 is to "Increase access to high quality, affordable recreational
programs for youths in the area, especially at-risk boys and girls ranging from 6 to 12
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years of age." (OEIR p. 2-17.) Yet "At-risk" is never defined in the DEIR. Inmost
instances, the most at-risk youth include a bigher age group. Moreover, the DEIR
contalns little substantiationthat the Crystal Springs location is better SUitedto fulfill the
"at-risk" objeetive thlill other possible Project locations. Current demogrllPhics support
the conclusion that other locations may be more conducive to satisfying this Project
Objeetive. The FEIR must contain supportable Project Objeetives that are less narrowly-
tailored toward the Crystal Springs site.

V. The City Appears to Have Uniawfully Preeommitted to the Crystal
Springs Location.

The Proposition K process and especially the Local Volunteer Neighborhood
Committee (LVNOC) were predestined to name Crystal Springs Picnic Grounds as the
favored location. This was, in part, the result of committee appointments made without
regard for fair representation of the local community. FoOP requests a review of the
appointments in relationship to demographics, fair representation and any LVNOC
Committee member self-interests in the revised DElR. Despite the significant
environmental impacts that the Project would impose upon the Crystal Springs location,
the CEQA process has been predisposed to this site. For example, a Task Order
Solicitation (TOS) issued by City Bureau of Engineering Department on October 2, 2013,
requests designs for only the Crystal Springs Project location, even though the DEIR and
accompanying analysis determining the City's preferred alternative had not yet been
completed. (Attachment #4: Task Order Solicitation; dated October 2,2013.) This
demonstrates a precommittment to the proposed project in violation of ClIlifomia
Supreme Court decision in Save Tara v. City of West Hollywood (2007) 45 Cal.4th 116.
An agency "must not 'take anyaetion' that significantly furthers a project 'in a manner
that forecloses alternatives or mitigation measures that would ordinarily be part of CEQA
review of that public proiect." (Id. at 138, citations omitted.) As one court stated:

The CEQA process is intended to be a careful examination, fully open to
the public, of the environmental consequences of a given project, covering
the entire project, from start to finish. This examination is intended to
provide the fullest information reasonably available upon which the
decision makers and the public they serve can rely in determining whether
or not to start the project at all, not merely to decide whether to finish it.
The EIR is intended to furnish both the road map and the environmental
price tag for a project, so that the decision maker and the public both know.
before the journey begins, just where the journey will lead, and how much
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they-and the environment-will have to give up in order to take that journey.

(Natur(l/ Resoerces Defense Council v. City of Los Angeles (2002) 103 CaI.AppAth 268,
271.) By precommitting t(> the Crystal Springs location, the City appears to have
foreclosed true consideration of the alternative locations discussed in the DEIR., without
any public disclosure or participation.

VI. The :OEm Falls as an Infonnational Doemnent.

As an informational document, $is DEIR fails to provide sufficient detail to
enable adequate analysis of the Project's impacts and benefits. The following are
examples of information which is missing:

.. Who will use the fields?

.. What hours will the fields be available for free use on a "walk-up" basis?

.. Will they be available without reservations at specified times?

.. What geographic areas will they serve and how will this be ascertained?

.. How will the targeted "at-risk" boys and girls be accommodated?

.. Will there be equal access to girls who may want to play softball rather than
baseball?

.. How will the Department manage and maintain these fields?

.. What is the data on ball fields Within the local area and does the data support ball
fields Over soccer fields in relationship to the project objective #2, "at-risk" youth?

.. Will the ball fields be available to teen age group, which generally are considered
more "at-risk" than 6-12 age group?

It What are the statistics of "at-risk" youth on Los Feliz side of LA River vs, east
bank LA River areas?

.. How many residents will the ball fields serve and what is the per capita dollar
investment?

The responses to these questions are relevant to a thorough analysis of the Project's
potential environmental impacts as well as a reasoned assessment ofits community
benefits. Since the Project will have at least one significant and unavoidable
environmental impact, a Statement of Overriding Considerations will have to be prepared
before the City may approve the Baseball Fields 'Project. This information will be
required to provide substantial evidence in support of such a Statement of Overriding
Considerations.
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Friends of Griffith Park respectfully requests that the City revise the DEIR
prepared for this Project to include reasoned analysis of the additional, feasible
alternatives suggested in this letter aiId in FoOP's previous correspondence with the City.
A thorough analysis of alternative configurations and locations that will actually avoid or
substantially lessen the potential impacts of placing new ball fields in Griffith Park is
required - not only to comply with CEQA, but to protect the integrity of the City's largest
park. Thank you for your consideration of these comments. Friends of Griffith Park
looks forward to the City's release of a revised DEIR for this Project and to participating
in the FEIR process.

Sincerely,

Doug Carstens
Miche11eN. Black

ATTACHMENTS:
I, Prop K Application, pages 11-12
2. Griffith Park Anza Trail brochure
3. National Park Service Anza Trail support letter
4. Task Order Solicitation, BOE, of October 2,2013
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United States Department of tbe Interior

NA'fIONAL PARK SERVICE
I.... aaudsta do Am NaliomII flisioric ThIll

333 BU1Ib ~ Suite SOlI
San fnme....,. CalilOmia 94104

4" 623>2340

December 13, 2013

OenyHans
Pre8ident. Friends of Griffith Parle
2624 Green Oak Place
Los.Angdes, CA 90068

RB: EnhIlncement ofOriffith Parle's Certified Segment of Am:a National Historic Trail

Dear Mr. HIII\8:

The Juan Bautilltll de Am:a National Historic Trail commemomtes the 1775-76 Spliliish expedition of
the more then 240 men. WOlIlel1,Md children who journeyed across the frontier of New Spain to settle
A.IkJ CaljfomiQ. The Am:a Trail CODIIeCI$ histoI)r,l1IIture, cuhure, end outdoor recreation along II
t200-mile corridor <mteoding from Nogales, AZ to the San Fmnci8co Bay Area. This historic corridor
includes a3().mi!e ~ along the Los ~es River. spanning fiom it$ headwaIets in Canoga Parle
to its c::onfluem:e with the.Arro)oo Seco neardoW/ltoWll Los An,ge1es,endl'llllS directly adjacent
Griffith Parle.

TheNationai Parle SeMco illhonored to be IIpaI1nerinsbariDg the ~ muIIi-etlmic storyof
the Am:a expedition end balpingto steward the Anza Trail for genemtions to come. An integnII
component of our BUIXleSS is woddng with local partners to provide OJl-the..pnnd experiences which
help connect theAnza IIlmy to the communityMd raise~. ofilll place inshaping locel history.
Toward that goal, in 1996 tile National Parlc Servicep!!!1Dered with the City of Los An,ge1esto certify
a 4-mlle stretch of trail alongthe northern and eestem boWldary ofOriffith Parle lIS an offiCial
component of the Anza National Historic Tnu1's recreational retraoement route.

Inbigbly urbanized segmants of tile historic trail corridor, such lIS that fuund throughout the greater
Los Angales area, 0\11' ability to share effectively the story of Am:a isgreatly dependent upon
environmental conditions which provide the community IIvicarious experie4ce of the setting end
SUITOUIIIIingIlIep1 mntative ofwhat tile expedition would have encountered during its historic
journey. Griffith Parle'stich end diverselllltuml_ prove an ideal setting for SUM
1ransformative interpretive experiences.

Therefore, I wish to express my support for tile Friends of Griffith Parle's worit with the National Parle
Service's Rivers, Trails end Conservation Assislllllce (RTCA) program to assess CUI1'ent trail



conditions and develop a COllipTebensiveplan fur trail enbancement which &ciJitates access to, builds
aWllRlle&Sof, and improves tha environmental conditions SIIrI'OW1CIing Griffith Parle's Anza Trail
segment.

Inparticular,l enCOUlllSCyour efIbrts to seek ways to improve the trail \I8enI' cxperieaca by mitigating
soma of the negative impacf8llssociated with the trail's proximity to the I-S freeway oonidor. Specific
strategies to address noise pollution, viiluallview IIhcd impru:Is, and habitat and air quality haVe direct
and positive implications to our worlc in sharing Anza's story and reveslingthe nature of the
expedition'sjoumey in this area centuries ago.

While these IllesSIIIaI can somctimcs seem daunting in scale and scope, evety ef.Iint made to improve
habitat quality and environmental conditions In this area, t'efPUdIess ofslze, not only fltcIlitates the
COIIIIJIW'Iity'sconnection to its natural environment but to its cultural herilap lIS well. For this reason,
I applaud )'Our eftbrts to belp 'NPS stewanI this natural, cultural. and mnationaI n:IJOIIIW fur the
broader commWilty and BUpJlOIt your wodt in enhancing its overaU condition fur generations to come.

Thank you for)'OUr time, care, and consideration!
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Task Oreler $ollcltatlctl'l

Pre-QualifiH 01'1_1 Arch~ra1 DiYiaiol'l Coosultant Contract

CIty of I..oa Angeles
Departml9nt of Public Worka

BU,.1I1i of Engineering

October2,2013
1. Introduction

Tile City of Los AnIJeIes, aureau of Engineering (BOE) Is proposing to construc:.itwo (2)
youth baseball ftelds and additional amenities, Includil'lg. but not limited to blf!achers,
fencing, trash enclosure, ADA pat/! of travel, security Iightin9. parking and. modification
of the ~ting driv~ at the Griffit/l Pari<Crystal Spriil9S Ball Fields. The prqject site
is lOcated at 4730 Crystal Springs DriVe. Los AnIJeIes. CA 90027, in the GriffitII Pari<
area, bounded on the north by Los Feliz Boulevard and on the west by Intarstate
FreewayS.

The design of this projl'tCt is scheduled to start immi!diately upc)n Issuance of an NTP to
the selected finn, with anticipated construction to begin in summer 2014.

2.Background
This is iii competitive Proposition K project It was dl9Signed by land Imagl9S. a
prequallfied on'CaU landscape consultant for the Department of Recreation and Pari<
(RAP). This colltrac:.i rtte:enlly eXpired. The project I'Elceived a lot of illPIJt from the
community durll'lgihecommunity outreach phase. Land Images provided the schematic
d(iSigns and alternliltiVl93 during tfte public meatlng peIiods. The majority of local
Volunteer Neil1hborbOod Oversight Committee (LYNOC) members approved the
schel'lllltic layolJt at Crystal Springs. In the Griffith Pari<area. The proposed ~tion will
result In removal of existil'lg trees and di&placement of picnic tables. Construction plens
were prepared by Ui!nd Images and submitted to the Los Angeles Depal'tn'lent of
Building and Safety for plan check in September. However, other disciplines of design,
including. but not limited to civil, structural. and electrical still needs to be addressed in
order to have completa constructible plans.

3. Scope of Services

The Bureau is interested in obtaining the services of a consulting landscape finn to
continue the design of the project. To successfully deliver the project, it is important for
BOE and its Consultant to worle closely with the Department of Recreation and Paries
(RAP). who is the a~E's client. As such, RAP input and review wlll playa central role in
this project.
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The $COpe of seNIces is 0 follOWs:

2.1 Preparation of complete design and construction documents for the project
bllsed on your Design Services Agreement With the City of loS Angele$. Bureau
of Engineering. The design services shell include, but aR! not limited to,
landsc;ape, archltelmlral, electrical engineering, structural and <livil engineering
for the project. The City of los Angeles Willprovide the geotechnical in\l$Stigation
report, and a fi)pographlosl survey of the project site. The Cily is currantiy
praparing the Erlvironmentel Impact Report (EIR) f(ll'the project. Once the report
is finalized, additional design is needed to address the required mitiglltion
meuurn.

2.2 The Construction Budget for the proposed project is set at ,j,3oo.0oo.
2.3 The del'lign and construction documents, which include land~, structural,

civil, al'ld eleCtrical drawings, must be completed, and all applqble approvals
from agencies having jurisdiction over the project, such 0 Building and Sefety.
City Planning, and r:ire Department must be obtained Within 6 months follOWing
the Notice to Proceed date.

2.4 The project spec:iflOStionsfor this Project sllall be based on the Construction
Specification Institute (CSl) format. The specificatiOn shllll be doubls.spacad on
one side of ~112"x 11" bond paper. The City Will prepllre the General
Conditions and the Generel Requirements of the specifiosiloI'Is, the bid fotms,
instruclion to bidders, bond forms, advertisement for bids, construction
I19reements and other d~nts required by public auth~ having
jurisdiction and 0 neCU8Eltyfor securing the bids for construction of the project.

2.5 The iocatiOl'i of any eXisting utilities and controls, such as but not limited to, storm
drain lino, sewer Iino. irl'igation controls, lighting controls, water fines, etc., shall
be verified and relocated Within the affectecI area of reconstruction.

2.6 The selected consultant shall perform the following:

a. Attend meetings With City staff members and prepare meeting minutes
during tha design phase of the project.

b. Meet WIth the Department of Building and Safety. (LAOSS) and all
agencies having jurisdiction over the project for pR!liminary plan check
review and code requirement verifications.

c. Prior to the start of dOign, coordinate with the Department of Recreation
and Parks (RAP). the Department of Water and Power (OWF') Service
Planners and other pertinent utility compenies to confirm availability of
service connections and meter locations; perform design work for any
modification that may be required by OWF' and other utility companies.



and acquire an necessary/applicable permits for utility service
con~ions. The City will pay for all permits and fees In conjunction with
this paragraph.

d. Submit plans for review, comments. and approval at ~ completion of
schematic design, design development, 50% construction documents, and
90% cons1ruc:liondocumellts. WQrkill9 drawlllgs s~all be .ubmitted all six
sets of coptes(two full-slzed and fQur half-sizecl). SpeCificatiOrisand cost
estimates shall be submitted at the comPletion of 50% and. 9()%
construction documents. Cost estimates shall Indicate the quantity and
unit cost of each component based on the 16 dMsion$ of 1he CSt. The
City will do a fifl/ill coordi~on revj~ and comments on the 90%
construction documents. The Architect Will incorporate these final
comments along with 1he Architect's intemal review to arrive at the 100%
construc:liondocuments.

e. All construction documents must be provided in electronic format (pdf) for
the drawings and specIfiCatiOns(on CD). Upon request, AutoCAO file of
the drawings shall be provided to the City. Project drawlll9s shall be on
24-inch by 36-inch sized sheets with a modified City, Bureau of
Engineering (BOE) Title Block, which includes a space eat the lower right
hand oorner for tbe Department of Recreation of Parks Plan File Number.
The City Project Manager will provide an electronic copy of the modified
SOE Title Block.

f. Submit the 90% CD plans to the los Angeles Oeparlment of Building 8.
Safety (LADBS) for II courtesy review. The City Will pay the Plan Check
F88lI (i.Ii!. - fQr building. grading. electrical, etc.). This project is lo~ on
F~mlland and, as such, a BuUdingPermit is not required; however, the
City desires that the project conform substantially to current codes.
Obtein the LADBS comments and incorporate them into the plans, except
as directed by the Project Manager. in order to bring the documents up to
(or close to) the status of "Ready to Issue" (RTI).

g. Review and resporid to requests for Information (RFls), submittals, and
shop drawings prior to and during the construction of the project. Prepare
any required plan clerifications in conjunction with the response to RFls.

h. Attend weekly meetings and prepare meeting minutes during the
construction phase of the project. Construction meetings will be held at
the job site and will be approximately 1 hour in length. The construction
duration for this project will be approximately 12 months.

i. Provide availability to clarify issues during the construction phase
regarding changes in condition (i.e. when construction documents do not
match the existing conditions).



J. Participate In the BOE constnlcllon closeout Process and pmpare the final
"As-Built" drawings in AutoCAD and pdf format (on CD's).

3. PmieC! 'chedult!

The following is SInestimated Project ScI1edule:
• Pre-Desfgri.~ * ••••• ~ ·••••••••• " ••••••••••••• .2 week
• Design eo ••• '00 "~'" '.0 .0 , •• '" 61nOtJt1ls
.. aid and Award 3 months
• Constructiora ".; , t 12 fTIOIli:ta&
.. Project Close-Out 6 months

4. IR!!Ji;HJtIoll S!;hedylt!

" Issue Task Order SOlicltation October 2nd, 2013
.. Receive Solicitation Respooses Oetober 17"', 2013
.. Coosulktnt Selection Week of October 28"', 2013
., Negotiate Task Order Week of October 28"',2013

. . . ... . .... ~
.. Issue Task Ol'der \llfeek of October 28 ,2013

G. Mandatorypre.proga! SlIPVls~

6 manda~ p!'ei>1'OJlOMi1 iobs!te visit will be conducled at 10 AM O!'! Wednesdav.
October 9 . 2Q13at b W.

6. $olic!tltlon Rgoonse Regylremenll

SolicitatiOn RespO!'Ill8S shaH be bound and not exceed 45 pages, exclusive of cover,
dlvideF$ and resul11es. Three copies shall be submitted no IaI,er then 4 PM O!'! October
17"', 2013. Solicitation Responses shall be submitted to the 8th Floor receptionist,
Sandra Humphries, of the Recreational and Cultural F2IQII1ties Program, located at
Public Works Building, 1149 S. BroadWay Ste#860,los Angeles, CA 90015, Attention:
Mr. Neil Drucker. Bound Solicitation Responses sheD Include:

• Section 1 - project understanding: Explain your firm's overall approacl1 to .the work.
• SectIon 2 - Related Experience: Descl'lbe similar projects your firm has recently

completed.
.. SectiO!'! 3 - Project Team: Provide project teem organization chart and describe

background, roles and responsibilities of key team members. Provide
infOrmation on MBEMfBEIOBE Involvement. Ptovlde resumes of those
who wlH ectuelly work on the project In the Appandilc.

.. Section 4 - Datalled Scope of Work and Schedule: Expand and develop the City's
Scope of Work and Schedule contained herein.
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.. Section I) - Fee Estimate. Provide cost cak:ulations (firm) for the work described in
the Scope of Work. List assumptions IlIIl1lOci/.ltedwith all cost
calculations. Ust MBE, WBE. and OBE partiCipation as a % for elilell
ptJase.

co Appendix: InClude rewrnell

1. Selection Criteria

TIle seIec:tIon criteria and scoring "weight" will be ell follows:
• Capability alld qualifications of the firm to provide the Scope of Se!vices as

demonstrated by the solicitation re8POllIlIiI. - 20%
• Thill Project Team's and lor indMdual Team member'S experience as il relales to the

llCQpeof this project. - 40%
.. History of the firm in succ:essful budget and schedule compliance - .20%
• TIle value offered to the City considering the proposed Fee Estimate - 20%
• Any proposal submitted by a firm who has not attended the mandatory pre-proposal

job site vi!lit will be disqualified to provide bid

8. Susqe$dIlBElWBE participation leD!!

It is the long standing policy of the CitY th.at personal services contracts should, to the
maximum extent reasonably feasible, inClude the utilization of subconsuitents - Minority
OWned, Women Owned and other Buslnass Enlerprisas - MBElWBEIOBE. A Good
Faith Outre$ch is required of the prime COI'IS~nts dUling the procurement process on
all personal services contracts over $100,000. It shouid be noted that while this
Outtl.tach effort is not mandated on cpntracts below $100,000, the use of
MBElWBEIOBE on these contracts is encouraged where feasible.
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, InlUmnce RWuiremenl!l!

Insurance policies must be current and on file With the City Adminismmve Office (CAO)
- Risk Management when the Task Order is awarded to the selected Pre-Qualifled On
Cell Consultant Work cannot commance or continue if the proper proof of insuranCe
forms is not on file with the CAO. Also. Invoices will not be paid if the proper proof of
Insurance forms is not on file with the CAO.

10. SoIicit!l!tlon IJanaaer

The City's Solicitation Manager is Mr. Neil Ducker, Program Manager, Bureau of
Engineering, Recreational and Cultural FaCilities Program. Please direct all project
related questions to Sean H Phan at (213) 847-4706.

11. Ncm-Colluaion Affidavit



•

A non-collul!ion affidavit must be included and. signed by the oonsuliant, and returned
with the proposal.

12. DIsclaimer

The City mayor may not decide to award any or part of this Task Order based on Its
sole convenience and shall not be responsib~ for any solloitatlon

The landllcape Architect preq\lallfied on.call contracts are expired. No notice of
proceed will be issued until the contract amendment has been fully executed.

CONTACT INFORMATION
All questions and written notices shall be sent to the Project Manager:

~nPhan
Bureau of Engineering, Recreational and Cultural Facilities Division
1149 SOut" BrolldYl&Y1Suite 880 .
los Angeles, CA 90015
Sean Phsn -213-847-4706, or e-mail Sean.Phan@lac!ty.org

This task order solicltation Is not an authorization to start this work. An NTP will be
issued when your firm has been selected and your fee proposal has been accepted.

Proposal is to be delivered by 4:00 PM on October 17th, 2013,and addreseed to

Neil Orucker, Program Mal'\l!gef
Bureau of Engineering, Recrelltionlll and Cultural Facilltias Division
1149 South Broadway, Suite 880
los Angeles, CA 00016
Attention: ~n Phan

Sincerely,

/I.dJ..tLv
Nell Drucker
Program Manager
Recreational and Cultural Facilities Program

NOISP
Griffith Pari< Ctystal SprinjlS Ball FIelds

Altaehmenle: CIyaIa\SpIlngB __ LIIyoIll

co: Ca1hIe Santo Domingo. RAP P\onnIng 8. c:-truc\Ion
IllIILeoMark __

lieN Ilruc::ker
ShaahI_
Sean ""an
Fila
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I. , depose IIIld say thmIll!II1I

"''''

Who submIt8 this propolllli to the City of Los Anl!eles, City Attomey's Office, and hereby cfec/are thfllt
this propoIIIiIle genuine. end nO!sham or CORUM, nor made in the inleresl or In behelf of any person
not herein namacllllld the proposer had not directly Induceclor solICited any other pmpoIIIII' to put In
8 sham proI»bIIIIl. or lilly other peteon. firm. Or I:OIjXII'IlItio to refrain from submililng a fIropoIIIII. IIIld
thfllt the piOj)08er hills not inany manner sought by coIIU8ion to secure for hlmlherse/f an advenIage
over any other JI/OIlOSI!f.
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March 16,2014

Ms. Lynn Alvarez, President
Los Angeles City Recreation and Parks Department
Office of Board of Commissioners
221 N. Figueroa St. Suite 1510
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Opposition to Agenda Item 14-056 (March 19 Agenda)
Opposition to Agenda item 14-061 (April 2 Agenda)
Opposition to Agenda Item 14-062 (April 2 Agenda)

Dear President Alvarez:

The referenced agenda items continue and accelerate a policy of increased commercialization
in Griffith Park.

Item 14-056 concerns the Halloween Event. In you discussion on March 5, 2014 aboutthis
item, almost ALL of the discussion concerned how much the City wi/l receive from the
contractor. No one cfaimed to know how much revenue had been generated by last year's
Haunted Hayride event.

There was NO discussion about any of the fol/owing:
• The appropriateness of usiilg the park to promote adult themed events

• The displacement of myriad mostly low income passive users of the Old Zoo area

• The myriad wildlife which wiff be affected by noise, traffic, and lighting caused by the
event

Item 14-061 concerns the installation of baseball fields in the Crystal Springs picnic area. In
the Report of General Manager, it notes that "the project would result in significant
environmental impacts related to aesthetics, biological resources, cultural resources (incfudes
historic, archaeological and paleontological resourcesO, and noise." But then the report admits
that "no feasible mitigation measures were identified ... significant impacts ...would be adverse
and unavoidable." (emphasis added).

Later in the report, it states that "the statement of overriding considerations explains in detail
why the social, economic, legal, technical or other beneficial aspects of the project outweigh
unavoidable, adverse environmental impacts, and why the lead agency is willing to accept
such impacts."

In considering the "socia/" impacts, is the displacement of mostly low income and passive
users of the picnic area addressed? Here again, I note that "economic" considerations (I
assume Rec & Parks receives a little cash from the ballfields users) trump all else. Turning
Griffith Park into a cash register seems to be your overriding concern.



Item 14-062 concerns installation of a permanent Performing Arts Center in the Old Zoo picnic
area. It is not adjacent to the Old Zoo picnic area, as is stated in the general manager's
report. In the general manager's report there is not one word about the displacement of
mostly low income passive users of the Old Zoo picnic area. There is not one word about
year round increase in noise, traffic, lighting, and the impact on wildlife. Furthermore, the
construction of such permanent edifice is inconsistent with the urban wilderness character of
Griffith Park, and it ignores the cultural, historic status of Griffith Park.

There is no need to build a permanent stage. A temporary stage has worked well in recent
years.

Taken together, the three proposals continue the slicing and dicing of the relatively scarce, flat
or gently sloping areas within Griffith Park suitable for picnicking and other passive activities.
The proposed ballfields will carve out a significant section of the Crystal Springs picnic area,
the permanent stage carves out a section of the Old Zoo picnic area, and the Halloween event
(aka Haunted Hayride) takes the Old Zoo picnic area completely out of service as a picnic
area for over a month each year.

All three of these misguided proposals continue proceeding on the slippery slope of
commercialization of Griffith Park. This is not what parks are supposed to be about!

The Commission should reconsider all three of these proposals and address the cumulative,
adverse impact of these proposals on wildlife, passive users of picnic areas, and cultural,
historic aspects of Griffith Park.

Regards,

Joseph F. Young
C-chair, Griffith Park Task Force
Sierra Club - Angeles Chapter

Copies:

Vice President Iris Zuniga
Member Kafi D. Blumenfield
Member Sylvia Patsaouras
Member Misty M. Sanford
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Dear Mr. Lalsonge,

From: Van Griffith <gvg805@aol.com>
To: mgranne <mgranne@aOl.com>
Cc: rap.commissioners <rap.commlssloners@lacity.org>

Subject: Dear Mr. LaBonge,
Date: Sun, Mar 23, 2014 2:21 pm

Page 1 ofl

Dear Mr. LaBon~e,
I am wiiting on behalf of myself and.the Griffith charitable trust to express
Qur opposition to the ball fieids proposed in the Crystal Springs picnic area of
the park. This area is one of the most pristine picnic.places in the park and
the most heavily used. To remove 49 mature trees for the benefit of 50 to 100
little leaguers that would only use it on the ~eekends would be a shame.
Especially if these fields are'goi~g to be locked when,not in use and not
available to the public is somethi~g I feel my g~eat grandfather would strongly
oppose. I cannot help but think of the-tens of thousands' of families who live
in apartments with no backyards or lawns whatsoever who would be denied acee.';
to this beautiful spot. I feel a much.bett~r place. ,for the fields wou.Id.be-up
by the soccer fields, I think it should be called The Tom Labonge Sports
Complex at Ferraro fields. There is plenty of room up "there and no"need to
remove the beautiful "trees. I hope you wili:"consi"derth"is alternative location.
If you ha~e questions or comment.s pleas~" don't hesitate to call me."

Yours Truly,
Van Griffith

cc . Maria Martin

Sent from Van Griffith

I
J

http://mail.aol.oom/311442-1111aol-6/en-usinkullPrintMessage.aspx 3/23/2014
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I ,'" i . , '
The Griffith J. Griffith Charitable Trust.

I' I' ,
,

March 24, 2014

Ms. lynn Alvarez, President
Board of Commissioners
City of los Angeles Department of Re tlon and Parks
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 15101
Los Angeles, CA 90012 'I

j
Dear Ms. Alvarez and Commission' Members, '. ,

The Griffith J. Griffith Trust established' by Col. Griffith in 1924 st n~IY opposes the construction of liHle
league ball fields in the Crystal Springs picnic area for the follbWlng reasons:

1. The annihilation of the 40+ mature trees, some p+, which have shaded picnic tables '
and family gatherings there over centu!ies. To sacrifice them ~ariy reason is incomprehensible and on
that basis alone, should preclude the area from site consideratio . I would encourage you
Commissioners to walk the area tosee firsthand how majestiC ese trees are and which ones would be
bulldozed. Transplantation is not a viable option. For years ejrts have been unable to sustsin re-
growth. (When the LA Zoo Veterinarian Complex was constru ted, some transplanted mature trees
died). "

2. The EIR is sadly lacking ani:! often erroneous as the w firm of Chatten-Brown & Carstens so
meticulously pointed out in their 13 page leiter to the Bureau of Engineering. What corrections have been
made as a result? :, I

3. Should a majority of picnic users from allover the L.~.region be displaced by a minimum
number of sports participants? This b~colic most accessible and heavily used area has been enjoyed by
generations of families. Ball fields belqng in a sports-friendly site~'not an established picnic grove. '

4. Contrary to the SIR. the entire eastem portic," of the rk would be heavily impacted from the
approximate 2 year construction pericxj; especially the Ranger 0 rations, Visitor Center, historic Los
Feliz Adobe, equestrians and golfers o~ a nearby gr:een-"llot to ~ention a traffic nightmare with trucks
and equipment entering and exiting from Crystal Springs Drive. I ' '

5. Col. Griffith did not envisiot\ his parkland to be carvJ up ~y Speciallntarests groups,...his
in~nt was to establish an oasi$ for all il-hgelenOsto enjoy, a reSpite from the noiSe and distractic;ms of '
everyday IJfa outside its borders. ! " , .' ','.' , "

, , ,. . " '., , .\ .

Los Angeles has been involved ,n llie Million Tree Project, plahting trees throughout the City rather
than destroying them. Removing trees'would be hard to justify. Iwould hope this Commission would
agree that Crystal Springs should remain a picniC area not a sports venue. ' ,

, I
i
!

Van Griffith, Mike Eberts, Clare Darder[!
Griffith J. Griffith Charitable Trust niembers
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TELEPHONE:(31O) 798-2400
FACSIMILE: (310) 798-2402

CHATTEN-BROWN & CARSTENS LV
2200 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY

SUITE 318
HERMOSA BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90254

www.cbcearthlaw.com

E·MAIL:
MNB@CBCEARTHLAW,COM

March 31, 2014

Via U.S. Mail and email Maria.Martin@lacity.org

Ms. Maria Martin
City of Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering
Environmental Management Group
1149 S. Broadway, 6th Floor, Mail Stop 939
Los Angeles, CA 90015-2213

Re: SCH No. 2013011 012
Final EIR Comments on Griffith Park Crystal Springs New Baseball Fields
Proposition K

Dear Ms. Martin:

We submit these comments on behalf of Friends of Griffith Park (FoGP). Friends of
Griffith Park is a non-profit charitable group that promotes the enlightened stewardship of
Griffith Park so it can survive and thrive in the 21st Century. The Draft EIR (DEIR)
prepared for the Project finds that the proposed Crystal Springs ball fields site would have
significant and unavoidable adverse impacts on aesthetics and biological resources. Based on
these findings andon previous communications with the City, FoGP submitted comments on
the DEIR that included various alternatives to the proposed Project site, designed to lessen or
avoid the Project's significant impacts, particularly with regard to tree removal. These
alternatives included alternative configurations ofthe ball fields, and separation of the ball
fields into two separate sites. Unfortunately, the final EIR (FEIR) fails to provide the
adequate responses to these comments, or to supplement the DEIR's inadequate analysis of
the Project's impacts.

The EIR is a document of accountability. (Laurel Heights Improvement Assn. v.
Regents of Universityof California (1988) 47 Ca1.3d 376,392.) CEQA ensures
accountability through the requirement that the Lead Agency provide written "good faith,
reasoned analysis" in response to comments on an EIR by the public. (Guideline § 15088,
subd.( c).) When a comment raises a significant environmental issue, the lead agency must
address the comment "in detail giving reasons why" the comment was "not accepted." (Ibid.)
"Conclusory statements unsupported by factual information will not suffice." (Ibid; Laurel

Heights Improvement Assn. v. Regents of University a/California (1993) 6 Ca1.4th 1112,
1124.) The level of detail of responses to comments must be commensurate with the level of



Ms. Maria Martin
City of Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering
March 31, 2014
Page 2

detail of the conunents. (Friends of the Eel River v. Sonoma County Water Agency (2003)
108 Cal.App.4th 859, 878 ("the determination ofthe sufficiency of the agency's responses to
conunents on the draft EIR turns upon the detail required in the responses"].)

This requirement for good faith, reasoned analysis "ensures that stubborn problems or
serious criticism are not swept under the rug." (Santa Clarita Organization for Planning the
Environment v. County of Los Angeles (2003) 106 Cal. App. 4'h 715, 732.) The courts have
held that inadequate responses to conunents - alone - can be grounds for voiding a project's
approval. (See, Env. Protection Information Center. v. Johnson (1985) 170 Cal. App. 3d
604,627.) Failure to respond to a single conunent is sufficient to invalidate approval of a
FEIR. (Flanders Foundation v. City of Carmel by-the-Sea (2012) 202 Cal. App. 4th 603.)
The EIR fails to include good faith, specific responses to specific conunents. In fact, the
FEIR's responses to FoGP's conunents are so cursory, that they are quoted in their entirety
within this letter.

Friends of Griffith Park's December 17, 2013 draft EIR conunents raised issues with
the EIR's inadequate alternatives analysis, as well as its analysis of biological resources,
aesthetics, recreational resources, and traffic congestion. These conunents were detailed and
well-supported. Even so, the final EIR dismisses many of these conunents, particularly those
directed at the EIR's alternatives analysis.

For example, FoGP suggested several alternative sites for the Project, as well as
alternate configurations that would avoid the need to remove as many protected trees as
required by the Project. This would substantially lessen the significance of the Project's
impact on aesthetics and biological resources, as required by CEQA. Separating the two ball
fields would also reduce impacts to recreational picnickers (by leaving part of the large group
picnic area intact) as well as any traffic impacts (by diffusing project-generated traffic
between sites). The FEIR responded to only one ofFoGP's suggested configurations,
stating:

Placing one field at Crystal Springs and one at North Atwater Park would not
qualitatively change the overall effects of the projects. Instead, impacts would be
spread between two separate locations.

(FEIR p. 2-26.) While separating the ball fields would spread impacts between the two
locations, it does not mean that those impacts would not be substantially lessened or avoided.
The placement of only one new ball field in each location would provide greater flexibility

to avoid the removal of protected trees. Thus, the total number of protected trees would be
substantially reduced, with corresponding substantial reductions in aesthetic and biological
impacts. The failure to study this alternative, given the Project's significant and unavoidable
impacts renders the EIR inadequate. The FEIR wholly ignored FoGP's conunents about
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other alternatives and did not provide the requisite good faith analysis.

With regard to FoGP's concerns about nesting birds, the FElR responded only,
"Potential effects on nesting birds are discussed in the Draft EIR and addressed in mitigation
measure BIO-I." (FEIR p. 2-26.) No mention is made of species that were not analyzed in
the ElR, habitat connectivity, wildlife corridors, or the City's tree ordinance.

The EIR also ignores FoGP's concerns about the impacts of night lighting, stating
only, "The project does not include any night lighting, other than security lighting." (FElR p.
2-26.) But no mitigation measures are included that prohibit nighttime lighting from being
added to the Project later, and baseball is frequently a sport played at night, especially during
the summer when daytime temperatures may be uncomfortable or dangerous.

Instead of substantively addressing FoGP's legitimate concerns about the Project's
use of Proposition K funds and privatization of park resources, the FEIR's response to
comment states only, "The project does not propose any privatization of dedicated park
land." (FEIR p. 2-26.) No information is provided about how this will be accomplished, and
no additional conditions are placed on the Project to ensure that it remains available to the
public.

Finally, the FElR's sole response to FoGP's concerns about traffic and parking
congestion is, "Transportation and traffic impacts are discussed in the Draft ElR." (FElR p.
2-26.) No effort is made to address the specific concerns raised by FoGP's letter.

The draft Statement of Overriding Considerations (SOC) is similarly deficient, as the
findings required by Public Resources Code section 21081 are not supported by substantial
evidence. With regard to aesthetics, the SOC states "no feasible mitigation measures were
identified that would both address resulting impacts on aesthetics and meeting the project
objectives." (SOC p. 23, p. 6.) FoGP specifically proposed alternate configurations of the
ball fields and the idea of separating the ball fields in order to reduce their aesthetic impact
on the Crystal Springs picnic area. Locating one ball field at Crystal Springs and one in
another location satisfies all of the Project objectives. Additionally, mitigation measures
need not themselves satisfy project objectives; they exist to mitigate the project's impacts.
This finding is therefore unsupportable. With regard to impacts to protected trees, the SOC
fails to even discuss alternatives or mitigation measures related to the protection of the trees
themselves. (SOC pp. 7-8.) Instead, it skips straight to mitigation of impacts to nesting birds
and declares that "[sjpecific economic, legal, social, technological, or other
considerations ... make infeasible the mitigation measures or project alternatives identified in
the final ElR." Not one of these considerations is provided as rationale for the override,
however.
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The draft SOC proposes to override the Project's significant and unavoidable aesthetic
and biological impacts based on the alleged recreational opportunities the ball fields would
provide. (SOC p. 24.) Specifically, the SOC claims the Project will "[i]ncrease[e] access to
high quality, affordable recreational programs for youths in the area, especially at-risk boys
and girls ranging from 6 to 12 years of age," "[p]roved[e] area residents with team-sports
progranuning opportunities," and "[m]eet the requirements of available funding sources
(Proposition K and Quimby Act)." (SOC p. 24.) However, nothing in the Project or its EIR
actually requires the implementation of any type of recreational program for the community.
And there are certainly no restrictions on progranuning to ensure that it is high quality,

affordable, or directed toward at-risk 6 to 12-year-olds. There is also a significant likelihood
that the Project's fields will be used for significant amounts of time by private entities, which
would violate the requirements of Proposition K. Since the City has not responded to
FoGP's DEIR comment request for information about the specific programming that would
take place at the proposed ball fields, and since no further information is contained in the
other documents available to the public, nothing supports the City's claims that the Project
will actually provide the progranuning upon which the override of enviroumental harms is
based. The SOC is wholly lacking in substantial evidence and cannot be sustained.

Friends of Griffith Park respectfully requests that the City revise the EIR prepared for
this Project to include reasoned analysis ofthe additional, feasible alternatives suggested by
FoGP, especially alternative placements of the fields. A thorough analysis of alternative
configurations and locations that will actually avoid or substantially lessen the potential
impacts of placing new ball fields in Griffith Park is required to comply with CEQA and to
protect the integrity of Griffith Park. And as illustrated by the many letters, emails, and
petitions submitted to the City in connection with this Project, the public supports an
alternative that lessens impacts to the Crystal Springs picnic area.

Sincerely,

Doug Carstens
Michelle N. Black

cc: Commissioners
City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks
Via email RAP.Commissioners@lacity.org


