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FOOTHILL TRAILS DISTRICT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
Community Impact Statement

At the Foothill Trails District Neighborhood Council Gejieral Board meeting held on January
18, 2018, the Board voted if For. Against, -P*"~ No Position, -hb" Neutral Position
regarding Council File # 14-0730-S1.

Recent brush fires have again shown how critical it is to have Safety Workers from all local
government agencies work together with the Equestrian Community to create plans to
smoothly and quickly evacuate horses and other large animals during emergencies. Every
brush fire, over many decades, has shown this process to be inadequate, particularly on the
part of governmental agencies who don't understand the logistics involved, nor the places
where animals may go. There is a strong community element which has been carrying out
these evacuations themselves, but are frustrated by safety workers who don't have ari
understanding of what is involved nor a cooperative plan to facilitate this activity. This lack of
understanding and cooperation continues to result in deaths, injuries and misinformation. We
feel this is solvable but requires communication and cooperation among the participants.
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MOTION

On December 5, 2017 the Creek Fire broke out near Sylmai. Due to dry conditions and
the Santa Anawinds, the fire quickly grew to over 15,000 acres and burned a number of buildings
down. This area is one of the most prone to wildfire in the City, as it abuts the Angeles National
Forest and is covered in brush. This area is also home to a significant number of horses or other
large animals. Tragically, nearly 30 horses were killed during the Creek Fire, as they were stuck
in corrals or on ranches in the fire’s path while their owners were unable to retrieve them

Wildfires are a constant threat to communities in the foothills, and pose a significant threat
to not only people, but the animals they care for Historically, the City has had a very cooperative
relationship with horse owners in the area, and has taken the safety of these animals into account
during emergencies. However, more should be done to ensure that owners or horses or other large

animals can be evacuated during an emergency in the future.

| THEREFORE MOVE that the Department of Animal Services, with ihe assistance ofthe
Fire Department and Pobce Department, report on strategies to increase cooperation and
parmership between the City and the equestrian community on the evacuation ofhorses and other
large animals during emergencies. This report should look at the feasibility of partnering with
private haulers or enabling individuals to cross into evacuation zones when it is safe to do so to
evacuate animats stuck behind fire lines.
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