
ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance amending Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 85.02 to prohibit
the use of vehicles for lodging on City public streets.

The City finds and declares the following:

WHEREAS, substantial public health, safety and quality-of-life concerns are
posed by persons who use their vehicles for lodging on public streets located in the City
of Los Angeles;

WHEREAS, there have been numerous complaints by residents of litter and
unsanitary conditions related to persons who lodge in vehicles, sometimes resulting in
altercations;

WHEREAS, the conditions described above have resulted in and will likely
continue to result in blight, excessive noise and crime, not only to residents' property
through acts of vandalism, but also against the persons who are lodging in the vehicles
who are at a heightened risk of assault, robbery and other criminal activity; and

WHEREAS, lodging in vehicles on public streets diminishes the economic
viability of the City and its many tourist attractions.

NOW, THEREFORE,

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 85.02 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is amended in its
entirety to read as follows:

SEC. 85.02. REGULATING THE USE OF VEHICLES FOR LODGING.

(a) Use of Vehicles for Lodging Prohibited on City Streets. Between the
hours of 9:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., no person shall use a vehicle for lodging on any
public street in the City of Los Angeles. Vehicle lodging means the combination of one
or more activities in Subdivision (1) with one or more activities in Subdivision (2) where
it reasonably appears, in light of all the circumstances, that a person is using a vehicle
for lodging.

(1) storing of contents inside a vehicle that are not associated with
ordinary vehicle use, such as a sleeping bag, bedroll, blanket, sheet, pillow,
kitchen utensils, cookware, cooking equipment, bodily fluids, or the storing of
personal possessions or belongings that obscure some or all of the vehicle's
windows; and



(2) engaging or engaged in one or more of the following inside a
vehicle: preparing or cooking meals or sleeping.

As used in this section, vehicle shall mean any motor vehicle, trailer, house car
and trailer coach as defined by the California Vehicle Code.

(b) Penalty. A first violation of this section shall be an infraction punishable
by a fine not to exceed $100. A second and all subsequent violations of this section
shall be subject to the provisions of Section 11.00 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code,
including, but not limited to, prosecution as an infraction punishable by a fine of $250, cr
prosecution as a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000 or by
imprisonment in the County Jail for a period not to exceed six months, or by both such
fine and imprisonment. The following constitutes a violation for purposes of this section:
(i) a conviction for violations of this section; (ii) a conviction under California Penal Code
Section 853.7 for failure to appear in court to contest a citation for violation of this
section; or (iii) a forfeiture of bail.

(c) Severability. If any portion, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of
this section is for any reason held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such
a decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this section. The City
Council hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance and each portion flr
subsection, sentence, clause and phrase herein, irrespective of the fact that any one or
more portions, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases be declared invalid.
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Sec. 2. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance and have it
published in accordance with Council policy, either in a daily newspaper circulated
in the City of Los Angeles or by posting for ten days in three public places in the City of
Los Angeles: one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street entrance to the
Los Angeles City Hall; one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street
entrance to the Los Angeles City Hall East; and one copy on the bulletin board located
at the Temple Street entrance to the Los Angeles County Hall of Records.

hereby certify that this ordinance was passed by the Council of the City of
Los Angeles, at its meeting of

HOLLY L. WOLCOTT, City Clerk

Approved as to Form and Legality

MICHAEL N. FEUER, City Attorney

By
DAVID MICHAELSON

Chief Assistant City Attorney
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