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Council File: 14-1635-S2- Short Term Rentals/Home-Sharing 
Ordinance Vote on Tuesday 4/10/18 
 
April	9,	2018	
	
Dear	Elected	Officials,	
	
People	who	own	property	have	alternative	ways	to	make	money	besides	short	term	rentals.	
They	can	have	roommates	or	tenants	in	accessory	units.	Renters	do	not	have	these	options.	
	
In	a	city	with	65%	renters	it	is	the	responsibility	of	our	city	leadership	to	protect	the	rental	
housing	stock	of	our	city.	
	
In	2016	the	leadership	of	the	City	of	Los	Angeles	decided	to	take	Transient	Occupancy	Tax	from	
Airbnb	while	short	term	rentals	in	residential	neighborhoods	were	illegal.	
	
That	is	money	laundering.		
	
Why	did	our	mayor	&	city	council	sign	on?	
	
Taking	this	money	has	created	an	unfair	advantage	in	negotiations	with	a	company	&	industry	
that	is	aggressive	and	disruptive	everywhere	they	operate.		
	
The	City	must	protect	renters.		
	
There	was	a	23%	increase	in	homelessness	across	LA	County	from	2016	to	2017,	and	a	
staggering	75%	surge	in	the	last	6yrs.	The	correlation	is	obvious.	
	
Southern	California	has	always	been	a	desired	travel	destination.		That	is	a	given.		
It	is	the	responsibility	of	our	city	leadership	to	put	a	higher	priority	on	the	protection	of	
residents,	the	protection	of	our	limited	rental	housing	stock,	and	the	integrity	of	our	
communities	over	“short-term”	profits	for	a	few.	
	
Invariably	lower-earning	residents	are	displaced	first.	These	are	our	service	providers	at	all	
levels.	The	feasibility	of	working	&	living	within	a	reasonable	commuting	distance	effects	the	
quality	of	life	of	all	workers	&	renters.	It	also	has	an	environmental	impact.	
	
The	earth	is	melting.	We	know	this.	Displacement	of	workers	&	service	communities	has	a	
negative	accumulative	environmental	impact	on	our	city.		
	
It	is	obvious	that	we	should	implement	the	strictest	possible	ordinance	to	start.	It	is	easier	to	
expand	privileges	&	legislation	later	than	contract	them.	
	



Protecting	resources	is	a	primary	responsibility	of	government.		
	
Political	ambition	&	expediency	must	be	tempered	with	a	big	picture	vision	for	our	children	&	
their	wellbeing.	
	
The	gig	economy	promises	immediate	relief	to	many.	Politically	it	makes	unemployment	
numbers	look	good.	On	the	downside	it	provides	no	infrastructure	planning	for	the	future-	no	
dependable	employment,	no	sick	days,	vacation	days,	unemployment	benefits,	or	pension	plans	
etc..	That	translates	to	no	funding	for	infrastructure.	
	
Los	Angeles	has	a	Democratic	Party	hierarchy	&	yet	increasingly	we	have	a	trickle-down	
economy.	This	is	unacceptable.	
	
We	don’t	need	the	Olympics.	We	need	a	comprehensive	plan	that	embraces	ALL	constituents	of	
our	city,	with	compassion.	
	
Strictest	possible	regulations	please	with	maximum	clarification	of	details.	
	
Sincerely,	
	
Margaret	Molloy	
	
3841	Beethoven	Street,	
Los	Angeles,	CA	90066	
		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



   
L.A.	County	homelessness	jumps	a	'staggering'	23%	as	
need	far	outpaces	housing,	new	count	shows	
By	DOUG	SMITH	and	GALE	HOLLAND 
 
MAY	31,	2017	
	
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-homeless-count-20170530-story.html	
	
	

	
	
	

L.A.'s	homelessness	surged	75%	in	six	years.	Here's	why	
the	crisis	has	been	decades	in	the	making	
By	GALE	HOLLAND 
 
FEB	01,	2018	
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-homeless-how-we-got-here-20180201-story.html	
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HOME PROPERTY OWNERS OWNING A RENT-STABILIZED PROPERTY

RSO OVERVIEW

PhotoPhoto by Aydin Palabiyikoglu under CC BY 2.0CC BY 2.0

If you own rental property in the City of Los Angeles, it may be subject to the city’s Rentcity’s Rent

Stabilization Ordinance (RSO)Stabilization Ordinance (RSO). Find out if your property falls under this ordinance and what you

need to know to be in compliance. 

Generally, the RSO applies to rental properties that were first built on or before October 1, 1978 as

well as replacement units under LAMC Section 151.28LAMC Section 151.28 and is any of the following:

Apartment

Condominium

Townhome

Duplex

Two or more single family dwelling units on the same parcel

Rooms in a hotel, motel, rooming house or boarding house occupied by the same tenant for 30 or

more consecutive days

Residential unit(s) attached to a commercial building

MobilehomesMobilehomes and recreational vehicles in mobilehome parks are also covered under the RSO.   

WHAT THE RSO COVERS

RELATED PAGES

Owning or managing rentalOwning or managing rental
housinghousing

Owning a rent-stabilized propertyOwning a rent-stabilized property

Billing InformationBilling Information

Resources for all rental propertiesResources for all rental properties

Keeping your property safe fromKeeping your property safe from
lead-based paintlead-based paint

Subscribe to HCIDLA E-Updates

for the latest news and

announcements.

LEARN MORE

WHAT'S NEW

Skid Row Southeast 1Skid Row Southeast 1
Replacement HousingReplacement Housing
PlanPlan
MARCH 14TH, 2018

How Will Federal FundsHow Will Federal Funds
Help YOUR Community?Help YOUR Community?
FEBRUARY 20TH, 2018

2017-18 HHH CALL FOR PROJECTS2017-18 HHH CALL FOR PROJECTS

Printer-friendly version

EnglishSUPPORTIVESUPPORTIVE
HOUSINGHOUSING
(PROPOSITION(PROPOSITION
HHH)HHH)

ACCESSIBLE HOUSINGACCESSIBLE HOUSING RESIDENTSRESIDENTS PROPERTY OWNERSPROPERTY OWNERS BUSINESS PARTNERSBUSINESS PARTNERS ABOUT USABOUT US



	
	



	
	
	
	



Coastal	ZONE:	Venice,	Pacific	Palisades,	San	Pedro	
	
The	California	Coastal	Act:	mandate	to	protect	“unique	coastal	
communities,”	protect	diversity	&	housing	opportunities	in	the	
coastal	zone.	
	
Mello	Act:	
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From: Christopher Farah <cjfarah@gmail.com> 
Date: Sun, Apr 8, 2018 at 5:56 PM 
Subject: Re: Council File: 14-1635-S2 Short Term Rental Staff Report 
To: CityClerk@lacity.org 
 

 
Dear Councilmembers, 
 
I'm an Airbnb host in Silver Lake, and I'm writing regarding the Short Term Rental Staff Report that was 
suggested to the Planning Department at the last hearing. 
 
While I appreciate the efforts, I'm very worried about - and would like to register my opposition to - some of the 
Report's recommendations. Specifically: 
 
- I'm opposed to the requirement that my neighbors must approve my Airbnb past the cap of 160 days. (My 
suggestion: only require approval if there's an actual history of complaints or nuisance reports.) 
 
- I'm opposed to the additional fees, potentially totally $6000, that I could need to pay to share my space 
beyond the 160 day cap. 
 
- I'm opposed to the potential reduction of the cap to 120 days. 
 
- I'm opposed to any ban on Airbnbs of "second homes," given that the "mother-in-law" unit I rent could by 
some be considered a second home - even though it's far too small to rent long-term, and I'd need to keep it 
open for visiting family members anyway. 
 
Let me explain to you why those provisions would be so harmful to me.  
 
I've emailed you once before (my message is posted below), but as a quick reminder: I'm not some kind of 
bigwig manager getting rich off a hundred properties. I'm a writer with a growing family in Silver Lake just trying 
to make ends meet by renting a "mother-in-law" unit that's attached to our house which we can only rent short-
term, as we need it available for visiting family members a few times a year.  
 
My wife and I are expecting our first child - a girl we'll name Cecilia - in July. We're incredibly excited to 
welcome her into our lives, and also really nervous about being new parents - and trying to raise her in a city 
we love, but which is also incredibly expensive.  
 
In fact, as soon as we read the Short Term Rental Staff Report, our first response was: Do we need to sell our 
house and move back to Michigan, where we came from over ten years ago? With a new mouth to feed 
and the huge cost of living in Los Angeles, how can we possibly make this work? 
 
Here's what hurts so much about your proposal: 
 
- Approval by Neighbors: We have great relations with our next door neighbors, who are completely 
supportive of our Airbnb. But to ask everyone within 100 feet of us? That's a huge burden on us.  
 
We're separated by a retaining wall from the people living in an apartment complex behind us. These are 
people we've never met, and who have no idea we run an Airbnb. Same with some of our across the street 
neighbors. No one has ever filed a complaint about us with the city, expressed any reservations, nothing - nor 
should they. Our guests park in our own garage and barely leave any footprint. When they're staying with us, 
they're always respectful - as well they should be, because we're living right above them.  
 
Why should people who aren't impacted by me or my Airbnb, who don't even *know* I run an Airbnb, have the 
right to determine whether or not I can earn enough money to provide for my family? What if they simply don't 
like the idea of an Airbnb on principle, and decide to oppose something that's never even impacted them - that 
they probably didn't even know existed? Then I'm forced to sell my house and leave the city I love? It makes no 
sense. 
 

mailto:cjfarah@gmail.com
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There should not be an assumption that we're bad neighbors unless the people who live 
next to us say otherwise. 
 
My suggestion: Only ask neighbors for approval if an Airbnb has any history of complaints or nuisance 
citations. If an Airbnb doesn't have any record of complaints, they should be assumed to be responsible, 
considerate members of a neighborhood. 
 
- Additional Fees: It's amazing to me that as we Airbnb hosts rent our own houses to try to make ends meet 
that this proposal would then try to levy additional fees of $1,000 to a total of $6,000 on us and our guests. I 
guarantee you that we are not getting rich off this. We're just trying to live.  
 
Our Airbnb already contributes thousands in transient taxes to the city every year. We employ a maintenance 
man and an entire cleaning crew to keep our Airbnb running, and we direct all our guests to the local 
restaurants. We're contributing to the economy tremendously - and this proposal would like to charge us more? 
To pay for the city to ask the permission of neighbors who've never complained about us in the first place? 
 
It fundamentally makes no sense. We're being penalized merely for trying to live normal lives in an incredibly 
expensive city, and for already contributing a ton to both the city and the local economy. 
 
- Reducing the Cap: This seems to be based on some kind of assumption that if you reduced the number of 
days we could rent to Airbnb, we'd then be incentivized to rent on the long-term market. This doesn't make 
sense for us, because we need our space for our visiting family members. If you restrict the number of days we 
can rent, the only thing you do is decrease our ability to pay our taxes and our utilities. Again, I don't 
understand why we're being penalized merely for trying to live normal lives and contribute the economy, 
especially given that we've been very good neighbors.  
 
- Second Homes: I rent a small "mother-in-law" unit that's attached to my house. It's a tiny studio apartment, 
which we would never rent out long-term because we need it for visiting family members, especially now that 
we'll have a new daughter they'll want to come see. No utility is served by banning us from renting this out. The 
only thing that happens is we can't make ends meet, our cleaning lady has less work, and the city makes less 
in taxes. 
 
 
Thank you to you and your staff for taking the time to hear me out. Again, I respect the fact that the council is 
trying to do its job, but the current report does nothing but place an onerous burden on me and my family - and 
literally right as we're trying to welcome a new person into our lives.  
 
Please don't take away our ability to live in and contribute to Los Angeles. We're good people, we're good 
neighbors, and we vote. 
 
Chris 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
-- 
Christopher Farah 
646-483-7453 
 
On Wed, Oct 18, 2017 at 1:14 PM, Christopher Farah <cjfarah@gmail.com> wrote: 
Dear Councilmembers, 
 

mailto:cjfarah@gmail.com


As you consider restrictions to place on home-sharing in LA, I wanted to let you know a little about the amazing 
experience I've had as a short-term renter, so you can understand the kinds of people these rules will be 
impacting. 
 
I'm a resident of Silver Lake, and have been a homeowner here for four years. My wife and I first started 
renting out a small section of our home two years ago, when we started thinking about having children. We're 
both from Michigan originally, and raising kids there is pretty inexpensive.  
 
But as we started doing research about Los Angeles, we realized having kids here wasn't just going to be a 
fantastic new chapter of our lives -- it was also going to be a very expensive investment. We knew we had to 
start earning and saving money, fast. And as two people who already have full-time jobs, we realized Airbnb 
was the best way for us to do it. 
 
See, the section of our house isn't something we could ever rent long-term. It's not big enough to be practical 
for someone full-time, and we use it a few weeks a year to host our parents when they come to visit us from the 
Midwest. So short-term is the only thing that makes sense for us, and because we both work, it also gives us 
the flexibility to manage our schedules.  
 
We've been very fortunate in our short-term rental experience so far. We're saving enough money to raise kids 
our here, in the home we love, and we're going to start trying to have them this summer. We also really love 
sharing Los Angeles with visitors -- because we were once visitors ourselves -- and we knew we'd enjoy the 
chance to open people's eyes to everything the city has to offer.  
 
At the same time, we're not the only ones experiencing the financial benefits. Of course we pay taxes -- 
including the transient fee -- to the city, which generates literally thousands of dollars a year for LA. And to 
handle all our guests, we've also hired a cleaning lady and a handyman -- both LA residents -- to help us 
maintain everything, and we've been fortunate enough to be able to pay them well for their services. And don't 
forget all the restaurants and markets we direct our guests to. 
 
So as you can tell, the onerous restrictions being considered wouldn't just have a negative impact on our 
business -- they would have a negative impact on our lives and our neighborhood. We'd have to fire the people 
we employ, and ultimately move someplace else more affordable to raise our family.  
 
We're not asking for much here. Just the ability to rent out our space -- space that we'd never be able to rent 
long-term -- as much as we'd like, without time-restrictions. Most of all, we're asking for the ability to live very 
modest lives raising our family in our neighborhood.  
 
As I mentioned, we already pay transient taxes, and we've registered our business with the city. We follow all 
the laws. We also vote. In addition, I work and develop content for a website, Funny Or Die, that has a very 
politically active voice, including working on a video for Mayor Garcetti.  
 
My wife and I would love to be able to continue to support leaders who make smart choices for the people of 
our city -- and not just for the hotel lobby. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Christopher Farah 
646-483-7453 
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