
ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance amending Section 91.8605 of Division 86 of Article 1 of Chapter IX 
of the Los Angeles Municipal Code to allow City-owned or leased buildings in 
compliance with the City’s mandatory earthquake hazard reduction requirements to be 
used as temporary emergency homeless shelters established in response to the City’s 
declaration of a shelter crisis.

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Paragraph 4 of Section 91.8605.2 of Division 86 of Article 1 of 
Chapter XV of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is amended to read as follows:

4. Structural Requirements.

The structural design for the shelter shall comply with the 
provisions of this Code unless determined otherwise by the Superintendent of 
Building pursuant to Section 91.8605.3 of this Code. All structural design 
documents, where deemed necessary, shall be prepared and stamped by a 
licensed engineer or architect registered in the State of California.

A.

Shelters shall not be located in existing substandard buildings that 
are not in compliance with mandatory earthquake hazard reduction requirements 
and deadlines set forth in the following Divisions of Article 1 of Chapter IX of the 
LAMC:

B.

Division 88 - Unreinforced masonry (URM) buildings 
Division 93 - Wood-frame with soft, weak or open- 
front walls
Division 95 - Non-ductile concrete buildings

Sec. 2. SEVERABILITY. If any portion, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, 
such a decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 
The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance and each 
portion or subsection, sentence, clause and phrase herein, irrespective of the fact that 
any one or more portions, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases be declared 
invalid.

Sec. 3. URGENCY CLAUSE. The City finds and declares that this ordinance is 
required for the immediate protection of the public peace, health, and safety for the 
following reasons: The measures contained in the ordinance are designed to protect 
those without shelter from the life-threatening impacts related to homelessness, 
including, but not limited to, exposure to extreme temperatures, weather conditions, and 
communicable diseases. The City of Los Angeles is already in the midst of a shelter
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crisis, with the City council having formally declared a shelter crisis under California 
Government Code Section 8698, based on a finding that a significant number of 
homeless people in Los Angeles are without the ability to obtain shelter, resulting in a 
threat to their health and safety. In order to address the threat to the health and safety 
of the homeless there must be an increase in the number of shelters available to the 
homeless to find refuge. For all of these reasons, this ordinance shall become effective 
upon publication pursuant to Section 253 of the Los Angeles City Charter.
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Sec. 4. The City CierK snaii certify to the passage of this ordinance and have it 
published in accordance with Council policy, either in a daily newspaper circulated in 
the City of Los Angeles or by posting for ten days in three public places in the City of 
Los Angeles: one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street entrance to the 
Los Angeles City Hall; one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street 
entrance to the Los Angeles City Hall East; and one copy on the bulletin board located 
at the Temple Street entrance to the Los Angeles County Hall of Records.

Approved as to Form and Legality

MICHAEL N, FEUER, City Attorney

ADRIENNE KH0RASANEE 
Deputy City Attorney
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The Clerk of the City of Los Angeles 
hereby certifies that the foregoing 
ordinance was passed by the Council of 
the City of Los Angeles, by a vote of not 
less than three-fourths of all its 
members.

CITY CLERK MAYOR
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