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At the Cultural Heritage Commission meeting of March 19, 2015, the Commission moved to include the 
above property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monument, subject to adoption by the City Council. 

As required under the provisions of Section 22.171.10 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the 
Commission has solicited opinions and information from the office of the Council District in which the site is 
located and from any Department or Bureau of the city whose operations may be affected by the designation 
of such site as a Historic-Cultural Monument. Such designation in and of itself has no fiscal impact. Future 
applications for permits may cause minimal administrative costs. 

The City Council, according to the guidelines set forth in Section 22.171 of the Los Angeles Administrative 
Code, shall act on the proposed inclusion to the list within 90 days of the Council or Commission action, 
whichever first occurs. By resolution, the Council may extend the period for good cause for an additional 15 
days. 

The Cultural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of the subject modification to the list of 
Historic-Cultural Monuments upon adoption by the City Council. 

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote: 

Moved: 
Seconded: 

Commissioner Kennard 
Commissioner Scrafano 

Ayes: Commissioners Irvine, Milfrsky, and Barron 

Vote: 5-0 

Attachment: Application 

Fely C. ingol Commission Executive Assistant 
Cultural Heritage Commission 

c: Councilmember Jose Huizar, Fourteenth Council District 
Bartlett Loft, Inc. 
Bartlett Homeowner's Association 
GPA Consulting 
GIS 
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RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

CASE NUMBER: CHC-2015-354-HCM 
BARTLETT BUILDING 
215 W. 71

h STREET 

As you will note from the attached copy of our communication to the Los Angeles City Council, the 
Cultural Heritage Commission has moved to include the above-referenced property in the list of Historic
Cultural monuments, subject to adoption by the City Council. 

In due course, our transmittal will be given a council file number and will be referred to the Council 's 
Planning and Land Use Management Committee for review and recommendation. If you are interested in 
attending the Council Committee meeting, you should call Sharon Gin at (213) 978-1074 for information 
as to the time and place of the Committee and City Council meetings regarding this matter. Please give 
Ms. Gin at least one week from the date of this letter to schedule this item on the Committee Agenda 
before you call her. 

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote: 

Moved: 
Seconded: 
Ayes: 

Vote: 

Commissioner Kennard 
Commissioner Scrafano 
Commissioners Irvine, Milofsky, and Barron 

5-0 

FelyC. 

Attachment: Application 

c: Councilmember Jose Huizar, Fourteenth Council District 
Bartlett Homeowner's Association 
GPA Consulting 
GIS 



Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2015-354-HCM 
ENV-2015-355-CE 

HEARING DATE: 
TIME: 
PLACE: 

PROJECT: 

REQUEST: 

OWNER(S): 

APPLICANT: 

REPRESENTATIVE: 

RECOMMENDAnON 

March 19, 2015 
10:00AM 
City Hall, Room 1010 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
90012 

Location: 215 W. Jl" Street 
Council District: 14 
Community Plan Area: Central City 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Downtown Los Angeles 
Legal Description: Lot 1 of TR 54121-C 

Historic·Cultural Monument Appncatlon tor tne 
BARTLETT BUILDING 

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 

Bartlett Loft. Inc. 
C/0 Partner's Community Managers 
1107 S. Fair Oaks Ave .• #1 07 
Pasadena, CA 91030 

Bartlett Homeowner's Association 
C/0 Neva Chevalier, President 
215 W. ]'h Street 
Los Angeles. CA 90014 

GPA Consulting 
617 S. Olive Street, Ste. 910 
Los Angeles. CA 90014 

That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 

1. Declare the subject property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171. 7. 

2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 

MICHAEL J. LOGRANOE 
Director of Planning 

Ken Bernstein, AICP. Manager 
Office of Historic Resources 

lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources 

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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FINDINGS 

• The property "reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State 
or community," for Us association with Union Oil Company as its headquarters during its 
period of significance. · 

• The property embodies "the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type 
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction" as 
an example of the Beaux Arts Revival style. 

• The property is ~a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced hls age,~ due to its design by the architectural firm of 
Parkinson & Bergstrom. 

CRITERIA 

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identitred with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 

SUMMARY 

Built in 1911, the Bartlett Building is a Beaux Arts style commercial building that stands at the 
south end of the Spring Street Financial National Register District. The building has a u-shaped 
plan and is a reinforced concrete structure that is clad in glazed brick. It is fourteen stories tall, 
with a two story penthouse set back from the cornice line. The two street facing elevations are 
symmetrically organized and identical in design. The north elevation faces a parking Jot. 

The Beaux Arts style originated from the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris. France. The school 
operated from 1819 to 1968, and trained many artists and architects based on the design 
principals of orderliness, symmetry and the use of significant architectural styles. This style was 
embraced by Los Angeles in the turn of the century as an appropriate style for civic and 
commercial buildings, and offered an alternative and less chaotic architectural style compared 
to the Victorian era styles of the 1880s and 1890s. 

The exterior of the building exhibits many character-defining features of the Beaux-Arts style, 
including: 

• Use of the classical orders in the design of columns and pilasters 
• Monumental scaled architectural elements 

Highly ornamental and grandiose deslgn 
• Symmetrical design elements from one side of the building 
• Elaborately detailed entablatures 
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The Bartlett Buifding was designed by the architectural firm of Parkinson & Bergstrom, made up 
of John Parkinson and G. Edward Bergstrom.. Parkinson is lauded as one of the most 
distinguished architects in the history of Los Angeles. He designed, as a partner or as the 
primary architect, many of the city's most cherished landmarks. The following buildings 
represent a small list of the buildings designed by Parkinson & Bergstrom: 

• Continental Buifding {1903), Los Angeles. CA. HCM #730 
• Security Building (1906), los Angeles, CA. HCM #741 
• Los Angeles Athletic Club (1912). Los Angeles. CA. HCM #69 
• The Metropolitan Building (1913}, Los Angeles, CA. HCM #1019 
• Citizens Bank Building (1914), Pasadena, CA NRHP #19821029 

The subject property was constructed for the Union Oil Company. founded in 1890. When the 
company occupied the Bartlett Building in 1911, this building was its first permanent 
headquarters in Los Angeles. The next decade was a period of rapid growth and development 
for the company, as it was for the rest of the petroleum industry. During this time, Union Oil was 
producing millions of barrels of oil as they expanded their land holdings by thousands of aces, 
introduced their first gasoline service stations in Los Angeles, and constructed refineries in the 
Los Angeles area. 

The Bartlett Building is a contributor to the Spring Street Financial National Register Historic 
District (NHRP #1979081 0). This district was nominated due to the significance of the financial 
institutions that operated within the district boundary and as a collection of financial edifices 
which document the economic activity of Los Angeles in the early 20t~~ century. The period of 
significance of the district is from 1903~ 1931. 

The ground and mezzanine exterior levels were altered on two occasions, first in 1937 and 
second in 1982. The alterations in 1937 were designed by noted architectural firm Walker and 
Eisen, and added new cast stone cladding in a Modeme style. 

DISCUSSION 

The Bartlett Building successfully meets three of the specified Historic-Cultural Monument 
criteria: 1) "reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or 
community," 2) embodies "the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen, 
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction," and 3) is ~a notable 
work of a master builder, designer or architect whose individual genius influenced his age." The 
subject property was the headquarters for Union Oil Company, a significant oil and gas 
company that was a major institution within the nation's resource extraction and automobile~ 
service industry. The building is an excellent example of the Beaux Arts style due to its 
construction chronology, symmetrical fayade, classically sectioned design, and architectural 
details. It is also a notable work of Parkinson & Bergstrom. lauded as master architects due to 
their influential designs, prominent commissions and lasting structures. 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUAUTY ACT (nCEQA") FINDINGS 

State of Catifomia CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 pconsists of actions 
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the 
ma;ntenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory 
process involves procedures for protection of the environment." 
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State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 "consists of projects 
lim1~ed to maintenance. repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, 
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings." 

The deslgnation of the Bartlett Building as a Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with 
Chapter 9, Article 1 , of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code ("LAAC") will ensure that 
future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with 
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts 
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC. 
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and 
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new 
construction and the demolition ·of irreplaceable historic structures. The Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly inco.rporated into the LAAC and provide 
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the 
continued preservation of the subject property. 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining. restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments. 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation. restoration and 
reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating, 
Restoring. and Reconstructing Historic Buildings. 

BACKGROUND 

On February 5111
, 2015 the Cultural Heritage Commission took the property under consideration 

with a Commission-Initiated Motion. On February 19m. the Commission consisting of all five 
members toured the property accompanied by a staff person from the Office of Historic 
Resources. 
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NOMINATION FORM 

1. PROPERTY IDENnfiCATION 

f>roposed Monument Name; Bartlett Building Current name of property 

Other Associated Names: Union Oil Company Building 

Srreet Address: 215 W. 7th Street Zrp; 90014 Council District : 14 

Range of Addresses nn Property: 209 W. 7th Street, 651 S. Spring Stretl Community Name: Central City 

Assessor Parcel Number: 5144-026-023 

Identification cont'd: 

Proposed Monument 
Prope rty Type: e Building 

Tract: TR 54121-C Block: None 

Structure Site/Opera Space 

Describe any additional resources located oo the property to be lracluded in the nominiltion. here: None 

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS 

Year built: 1911 e Factual Estimated Threatened? None 

Architect/Designer: George E. Sergstom and John Parkinson Contractor: Paul Haupt 

Original Us.e: Offices/Commercial Present U~e: Condominiums/Commercial 

Lot : 1 

Natural 
Feature 

rs the Proposed Monumen.t on Its Original Sfte? e V'es No (explain in section 1) Unknown (explam in ~ect1on 71 

3. STYLE & MATERIALS 

Archtlectu ral Style: Beaux Ans Stories: 14 Plan Shape: Rectangular 

FEATURE PRIMARY SECONDARY 

CONSTRUCtiON Typt!: Concrete poured/precast Type : Select 

CLADDING Material: Brick Material: Terra cotta 

Type: Flat Type: Select 
ROOF 

Material: Rolled asphalt Material : Select 

fype: Double-hung Type: fixed 
WINDOWS 

Material: Wood Material: Aluminum 

ENTRY St\'le: Off~center Style: Recessed 

DOOR Type: Glass Type: Glass 
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NOMINATION FORM 

4. ALTERATION HISTORY 

List date and write a br,ef descnption of anv I'NJOr altt>r;Jttcm!> or .additions. Th•s s-ection may <~ll>O ba completed on a separate doc.ument. 
Include cop1e~ of perm1ts. m the nomanilt1on packet Make $ure to list any m01jor alterations for whldt there are no perm1ts, a~ wl!ll. 

1937 

1982 

2002 

Ground level and mezzanine remodeled by Walker and Eisen 

Ground level remodeled, likely by Charles luckman Architects 

Building adaptively reused as residential condominiums 

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION (if known) 

.,/ Listed In the National Register of Historic Places 

..I' Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources 

formally determined ehg•ble for the National and/ot tahforma Register.~ 

tocillted In"" Historic Pre$erviltion Overlay Zone (1-!POZ) 

Determined el1gible for national, state, or local landmark 
status by an historic resources survey(s) 

Oti'jer hi~toricill or (Uiturilll resource 4~sl~;;stions: 

Ei. APPLICABLE HISTORtC<ULTURAl MONUMENT CRITERIA 

Contributing feature 

Non-contributing feature 

Survey· N.ame(sl: 

1 he proposed monument exemplifies the following Cultural Hetitage Ordinance Criteria (Section 22.171. 7): 

.,/ Reflects the broad cultural, economic, or soc~al history of the nation, state, or community 

/ 

Is Identified with historiC pet$onages or with 1mportant events in the main currents of national, state, or local history 

fmbodie!> the dis.tmgui~ing characten~tits of an atct'ntecturaHype specimen. lntummtlv Viiluable tor .study of 
" period, $lyle, or method of construction 

A notable worl< of a master builder, designer, or architect whose mdividual senius influenced his or her age 
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NOMINATION FORM 

7. WRmtN STATEMENTS 

This section allows you to discuss ot length the significance of the proposed monument and why it should be 
designated on H.istoric-Culturol Monument. Type your response on separate documents and ottech them to this 
form. 

A. Propos~d Monument Description . Describe the proposed monument'~ physical characteristics and 
relanon.ship to its surroundi.ng environment. Expand on sections 2 and 3 with a more detailed descrip· 
tion of the site. Expand on section 4 and discuss the construction/alteration history in detail ff that is 
necessary to explain the proposed monument's current form. Identify and describe any character
defining elements, structures, interior spaces, or landscape features. 

B. Statement of Significance- Address the proposed monument's historic, cultural, and/or archi.tec· 
tu ral significance by discussing how it satisfies the HCM criteria you selected in Section 6. You must 

support your argument with substantial evidence and analysis. The Statement of Significance ts your 
main argument for designation so it is important to substantiate any claims you make with supporting 
documentation and research. 

8. CONTACT INFORMATION 

Appllwnt 

Name: Neva Chevallpr, Presid~nt Company: Bartlett Homeowner's A$~odation 

StreetAddre$s: 215 W. 7th Street City; los Angeles State: CA 

Zip: 90014 Phone Number: 213·891-0J 27 Email: President@TheBartlettBullding.com 

Properf-1 Owner Is the ownet in support or the nomination? e Ye~ No Unknown 

Name: Company: BartleU Loft. Inc. (/O Partner$ Community Managra 

street Address: 1107 S. Fair Oaks Ave #107 CUy: Pasadena State: CA 

lip: 91030 Phone Numbet: Emaif· peteo@partnerscommunitymgmt.com 

Nomination Prrpt~rer/Applictmt's R~presentr1tlv~ 

Name: Teresa Grimes, Amanda Yodf!r Company: GPA Consulting 

Street Addres): 617 S. Olive St.reet Suite 910 City; los Angeles State: Cl\ 

Phone Number: 310 792 2590 Email; teresa@gpaconsulting-us.com 



.,, ()Dfr ( 

NOMINATION FORM 

9. SUBMITTAL 

[ 11 

When you have completed preparing your nomination, compile all materials in the order specified below. Although the entlre 
packet must not exceed 100 pages, you may send additional material on a CD or flash drive. 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST 

1. ./ Nominal!On Form 5. ./ Copies ot Primary/Secondary Documentation 

1. .,I' Written Statements A and B 6 . ./ Copies of Building Permits for Major Alterations 
(include first construction permits I 

3. .,I' Bibliograptw 
7. ../ Addibonal, Contemporary Photos 

4. .,I' lwo Primary Photos of Elcten.or/Main Facade 
(SdO, the mam photo of the proposed monument. Also 
email a dig~llal copv of the main photo to; 
plannmg.ohr@lac•tv.org) 

8 . 

9 . 

./ 

./ 

Histoncal Photos 

Zimas Parcel Report for all Nominated Parcels 
(including map) 

10. RELEASE 

Please read each statement and check the corresponding boxes to indlCiltt> thiU vou acwe wlth the statement, then sign below In the 
prov•ded space. Either the applicant or preparer m.11y si,n. 

Name: 

1 acknowledge that all documents submitted will become public records under tile California Public Records Act, and understand 
that the documents will be made available upon request to members of the public for mspection and copyi11g. 

I acknowledge that all photographs a11d images submitted as part of this application will become the property of the City of Los 
Angeles, and understand that permtssion Is granted for use of the pllotographs antlrmages by the City w~thout any eKpectation 
of compensation. 

l acknowledge that I have the right to submit or have obtamed the appropriate permission to :submit all information contained 
1n th1s a ppllcanon. 

Oate: Signaturt>: 

Mall your Histone-Cultural Monument Submittal to the Office of Historic Resoutces. 

Office of Historic Resour.c;es 

Department of City Planning 

200 N. Spring Street, Room 620 

l.os Angele.s, CA 90012 

Phone: 213·978·1200 
Website; preservation.lacity.org 
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Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2015-354-HCM 
ENV-2015-355-CE 

HEARING DATE: 
TIME: 
PLACE: 

PROJECT: 

REQUEST: 

OWNER(S): 

APPLICANT: 

REPRESENTATIVE: 

RECOMMENDATION 

March 19, 2015 
10:00AM 
City Hall, Room 1010 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
90012 

Location: 215 W. 7lh Street 
Council District: 14 
Community Plan Area: Central City 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Downtown Los Angeles 
Legal Description: Lot 1 ofTR 54121-C 

Historic-Cultural Monument Appucat1on ror tne 
BARTLETT BUILDING 

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 

Bartlett Loft. Inc. 
C/0 Partner's Community Managers 
1107 S. Fair Oaks Ave., #107 
Pasadena, CA 91030 

Bartlett Homeowner's Association 
C/0 Neva Chevalier, President 
215 W. 't11 Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 

GPA Consulting 
617 S. Olive Street, Ste. 910 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 

That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 

1. Declare the subject property a Historic-Cultural Monument per los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Articte 1, Section 22.171 .7. 

2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE 
Director of Planning 

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager 
Office of HiStoric Resources 

lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources 

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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FINDINGS 

• The property "reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State 
or community,'' for its association with Union Oi~ Company as its headquarters during its 
period of significance. 

• The property embodies "the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type 
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction~ as 
an example or the Beaux Arts Revival style. 

• The property is "a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age,~ due to lts design by the architectural firm of 
Parkinson & Bergstrom. 

CRITERIA 

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, ·or which are identffied with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 

SUMMARY 

Built in 1911,, the Bartlett Building is a Beaux Arts style commercial building ~hat stands at the 
south end of the Spring Street Financial National Register District. The building has a u-shaped 
plan and is a reinforced concrete structure that is clad in glazed brick. It is fourteen stories tall, 
with a two sto.ry penthouse set back from the cornice line. The two street facing elevations are 
symmetrically organized and identical in design. The north elevation faces a parking lot. 

The Beaux Arts style originated from the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris, France. The school 
operated from 1819 to 1968, and trained many artists and architects based on the design 
principals of orderliness, symmetry and the use of significant architectural styles. This style was 
embraced by Los Angeles in the turn of the century as an appropriate style for ciVIc and 
commercial buildings, and offered an alternative and less chaotic architectural style compared 
to the Victorian era styles of the 1880s and 1890s. 

The exterior of the building exhibits many character..<fefining features of the Beaux-Arts style, 
including: 

• Use of the classical orders in the design of columns and pilasters 
• Monumental scaled architectural elements 
• Highly ornamental and grandiose design 
• Symmetrical design elements from one side of the building 
• Elaborately detailed entablatures 
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The Bartlett Building was designed by the architectural firm of Parkinson & Bergstrom, made up 
of John Parkinson and G. Edward Bergstrom. Parkinson is lauded as one of the most 
distinguished architects in the history of Los Angeles. He designed, as a partner or as the 
primary architect, many of the city's most cherished landmarks. The following buildings 
represent a small list of the buildings designed by Parkinson & Bergstrom: 

• Continental Building (1903). los Angeles. CA. HCM #730 
Security Building (1906), los Angeles, CA. HCM #741 

• Los Angeles Athletic Club (1912), Los Angeles. CA. HCM #69 
The Metropolitan Building (1913), Los Angeles, CA. HCM #1019 
Citizens Bank Building (1914), Pasadena, CA. NRHP #19821029 

The subject property was constructed for the Union OH Company. founded in 1890. When the 
company occup.ied the Bartlett Building in 1911, this building was its first permanent 
headquarters in Los Angeles. The next decade was a period of rapid growth and development 
for the company, as it was for the rest of the petroleum industry. During this time, Union Oil was 
producing millions of barrels of oil as they expanded their land holdings by thousands of aces, 
introduced their first gasol.ine service stations in Los Angeles. and constructed refineries in the 
Los Angeles area. 

The Bartlett Building is a contributor to the Spring Street Financial National Register Historic 
District (NHRP #19790810). This district was nominated due to the significance of the financial 
institutions that operated within the district boundary and as a collection of financial edifices 
which document the economic activity of Los Angeles in the early 20,. century. The period of 
significance of the district is from 1903-1931. 

The ground and mezzanine exterior levels were altered on two occasions, first in 1937 and 
second In 1982. The alterations in 1937 were designed by noted architectural firm Walker and 
Eisen. and added new cast stone cladding in a Modeme style. 

DISCUSSION 

The Bartlett Building successfully meets three of the specified Historic·Cultural Monument 
criteria: 1) "reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or 
community.~ 2) embodies "the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen, 
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction,· and 3) is qa notable 
work of a master builder, designer or architect whose individual genius influenced his age.~ The 
subject property was the headquarters for Union Oil Company, a significant oil and gas 
company that was a major institution within the nation's resource extraction and automobile
service industry. The building is an excellent example of the Beaux Arts style due to its 
construction chronology, symmetrical fayade. classically sectioned design, and architectural 
details. It is also a notable work of Parkinson & Bergstrom, lauded as master architects due to 
their influential designs, prominent commissions and lasting structures. 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (uCEQA"l FINDrNGS 

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 "consists of actions 
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the 
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory 
process involves procedures for protection of the environment. n 
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State of California CEQA Gu1idelines Article 19, Section 15331 , Class 31 uconsists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, 
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, RehabilitaUng, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.·• 

The designation of the Bartlett Building as a Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with 
Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (~LAAC") will ensure that 
future construction actlvWes involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with 
Section 22.171 .14 of the LAAC, The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts 
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC. 
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and 
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new 
construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic structures. The Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide 
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the 
continued preservation of the subject property. 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Hlstoric~Cultural 
Monuments. 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and 
reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with t:he Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guide tines for Preserving Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings. 

BACKGROUND 

On February 5th, 2015 the Cultural Heritage Commission took the property under consideration 
with a Commission-Initiated Motion. On February 19th, the Commission consisting of all five 
members toured the property accompanied by a staff person from the Office or Historic 
Resources. 
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