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At the Cultural Heritage Commission meeting of March 19, 2015, the Commission moved to include the 
above property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monument, subject to adoption by the City Council. 

As required under the provisions of Section 22.171.10 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the 
Commission has solicited opinions and information from the office of the Council District in which the site is 
located and from any Department or Bureau of the city whose operations may be affected by the designation 
of such site as a Historic-Cultural Monument. Such designation in and of itself has no fiscal impact. Future 
applications for permits may cause minimal administrative costs. 

The City Council, according to the guidelines set forth in Section 22.171 of the Los Angeles Administrative 
Code, shall act on the proposed inclusion to the list within 90 days of the Council or Commission action, 
whichever first occurs. By resolution, the Council may extend the period for good cause for an additional 15 
days. 

The Cultural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of the subject modification to the list of 
Historic-Cultural Monuments upon adoption by the City Council. 

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote: 

Moved: Commissioner Milofsky 
Commissioner Barron Seconded: 

Ayes: Commissioners Irvine, Kennard, and Scrafano 

Vote: 5-0 

Attachment: Application 

c: Councilmember Paul Koretz, Fifth Council District 
JDM Holdings, LP c/o Allen Dempster 
JDM Holdings, LP c/o John Neidlinger 
Los Angeles Conservancy, Modern Committee co Adrian Scott Fine 
GIS 
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RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

CASE NUMBER: CHC-2015-5-HCM 
NORM'S LA CIENEGA COFFEE SHOP 
470 N. LA CIENEGA BOULEVARD 

As you will note from the attached copy of our communication to the Los Angeles City Council, the 
Cultural Heritage Commission has moved to include the above-referenced property in the list of Historic­
Cultural monuments, subject to adoption by the City Council. 

In due course, our transmittal will be given a council file number and will be referred to the Council's 
Planning and Land Use Management Committee for review and recommendation. If you are interested in 
attending the Council Committee meeting, you should call Sharon Gin at (213) 978-1074 for information 
as to the time and place of the Committee and City Council meetings regarding this matter. Please give 
Ms. Gin at least one week from the date of this letter to schedule this item on the Committee Agenda 
before you call her. 

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote: 

Moved: 
Seconded: 
Ayes: 

Vote: 

Commissioner Milofsky 
Commissioner Barron 
Commissioners Irvine, Kennard, and Scrafano 

5-0 

FelyC. 

Attachment: Application 

c: Councilmember Paul Koretz, Fifth Council District 
Los Angeles Conservancy, Modern Committee c/o Adrian Scott Fine 
GIS 
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Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC·2015·5·HCM 
ENV·2015·6-CE 

HEARING DATE: 
TIME: 
PLACE: 

PROJECT: 

REQUEST: 

OWNER(S): 

APPLICANT: 

RECOMMENDAnON 

March 19, 2015 
10:00 AM 
City Hall, Room 1 010 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
90012 

Location: 470 N. La Cienega Blvd. 
Council District: 5 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Greater Mid City West 
Legal Description: TR 4353. Lot 2 

Historic-Cultural Monument Appllcatton for tne 
NORM'S LA CIENEGA COFFEE SHOP 

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 

JOM Holdings LP 
C/0 Allen Dempster 
500 Ygnacio Valley Rd, Ste 328 
Walnut Creek. CA 94596 

JOM Holdings LP 
C/0 John Neidlinger 
17570 Posetano Rd 
Pacific Palisades. CA 90272 

Los Angeles Conservancy, Modern Committee 
C/0 Adrian Scott Fine 
523 West a~n Street. Ste. 826 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 

That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 

1. Declare the subject property a Historlc~Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22. Article 1, Section 22.171.7. 

2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE 
Director of Planning 

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager 
Office of Historic Resources 

Lambert M. Gi:essinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources 

Attachments: Historic·Cultural Monument Appli.cation 
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FINDINGS 

• The property "reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State 
or community.~ as the long-term location .of Norm's, the locally-based coffee shop chain 
that contributed to the commercial and social identity of Los Angeles. 

• The property embodies "the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type 
specimen. inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction~ as 
an example of the Googie style. 

• The property is "a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age," due to its design by the architects Armet end 
Davis. 

CRITERIA 

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (Including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody t~ distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 

SUMMARY 

Built in 1956, Norm's La Cienega Coffee Shop is a Googie style structure designed that has 
remained in continuous operation since its opening. The structure has a rectangular plan, 
incorporating a kitchen on the northeast side and a dining area wrapped around the south and 
west sides. The l-shaped counter separates the exposed kitchen area from the customers. The 
interior floor is terrazzo with chips of color that match the architectural patette. 

The exterior of the building exhibits many character-defining features of the Googie style, 
including: 

• Cantilevered roofllne 
• Building forms display sharp angles and sweeping curves 
• Custom designed neon signage integrated within the architecture 
• Large glass window wills connect interior and exterior 
• Use of natural materials contrasting with modem technological materials 
• ~Garden-like~ landscaping surrounding brick walls connect modem structure to the earth. 
• An exhibition kitchen that makes the function of the kitchen on display as part of the 

architecture of the restaurant. 

The subject property was designed by architects Louis Armet and Eldon Davis, earty and 
significant practitioners of the Googie style. Other designs by these architects include: 

• Kerry's Coffee Shop (now Mel's) (1953), Sherman Oaks. CA. 
• Johnie's Coffee Shop (1956), Los Angeles, CA. HCM #1045 
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• Ship's Restaurant (1956), demolished 1996, Los Angeles, CA. 
• Holiday Bowl (1958). partially demolished 2007, Los Angeles. CA HCM #688 
• Pann's Coffee Shop (1958). Los Angeles, CA. 
• Penguin Coffee Shop (now Western Dental) (1959), Santa Monica, CA. 

DISCUSSION 

Norm's La Cienega Coffee Shop successfully meets three of the specified Historic-Cultural 
Monument criteria: 1) ~reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, 
State or community," 2} embodies "the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type 
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction,~ and 3) is 
"a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose individual genius influenced his 
age." As the longwtenn location of the Los Angeles-based coffee shop chain, Norm's, and as its 
oldest shop still in operation. the subject property reflects the region's cultural history by 
representing a significant commercial identity within Southern California. Also, the design of the 
property reflects the changing aesthetic qualities of popular art and architecture as preferences 
changed to demand more modern forms and materials in the Post-World War II era. The 
subject property is an architectural specimen of the Googie style due to its character defining 
features and period of significance. The original architectural firrn, Armet and Davis, is 
recognized as a master architectural firm in Los Angeles for its contribution of designs which 
are overwhelmingly identified as architectural type specimens in the Googie style. 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT {"CEQA") FINDINGS 

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 •consists of actions 
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the 
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory 
process involves procedures for protection of the environment." 

State of California CEOA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 "consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitaUon, restoration, preservation, 
conservation or reconstruction of hlstoricsf resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, RehabiNtating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic bufldings." 

The designation of Norm's La Cienega Coffee Shop as a Historic..Cultural Monument in 
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (~LAAC") 
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated ln 
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent 
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set 
forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the 
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible 
alterations and new construction and the demolition of irrepla.oeable historic structures. The 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards of Rehabifitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC 
and provide standards conceming the historically appropriate construction activities Which will 
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property. 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
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through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments. 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and 
reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings. 

BACKGROUND 

On January 15ru, 2015 the Cultural Heritage Commission took the property under consideration 
with a Commission-initiated Motion. On January 29th, a subcommittee of the Commission 
consisting of Commissioners Barron and Irvine toured the property accompanied by a staff 
person from the Office of Historic Resources. 
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NOMINATION FORM 

1. PROPERTY IDENTifiCATION 

P10posed Mcmunwnt N;uue Norm 's La Cienega Coffee 5hop 

Strt'et Addre~~ 470 La Cienega 

llotnge of Aderessu on Property 

ldenttllcitlon cont'd: 

Proposed Monument 
Property Type : 

e Buii!Mg 

Tract · TR 4353 

SlluCt\irt 

011gtnal h•stort~: name 

l 'P 90048 Councol Orstltct . 5 

Cornf!'lunily Name Mid City West 

1.\loc~ . 1 Lot 2 

Sit£/Open Space 

Dcstfibe cln\' additional resources located on the property to be tncluded rn the nomtnanoo. here · 

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS 

Vear built 1956 e ractual lhreaumed? Pmoate De>'elopment 

Archltectf:Oe~i&~r · A.rmet and Davis (Helen Fonsl; Stan Abrams Contractor : 

Ol't&mal Use: Coffee shop Present Use: toffee shop 

b the Propost!d Monument on lts Ori&m•l Site? e Ves No (expliin In section 7) Unknowr• (e•plam m sec11on 7) 

3. STYlE & MATERIALS 

ArcJuttct u• al St~e · Googlc i Stories: 1 , f'lin Shape ; Recungular 

FEATURE PRIMARY SECONDARY 

I 
CONSTRUCTION , 1ype: Wood 

ClADDING Materiill : Glass ~"in 

lypc! : Combmation 
ROOF 

Material · llo!led il~phalt 

Type: . noor·to-<:eiling 
WINDOWS 

Matenal: Aluminum 

ENTRY Style : Corner 

DOOR 

Type : Selett 

; Materral. Mtk 

. Type : f lillt 

Matertal: St>ltrt 

Style · Select 

Jvpe: Select 
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NOMINATION FORM 

4. ALTERATION HISTORY 

lrst dale ill1d wJIIt> a btiel oe~et!pt>on o! .anv fl"tiiJOI altt!'lilt'IOI'I$ or i1dd1'hon~ . Th1~ ~ectlon mar all>!) bl' complt>led on a sepatat~ document 
Include cop,es of permits m the n()mmat'lon packet Ma~e 5-ure to hst any ma1or <~lterallons fo1 whrch thttf' are no permrt~. ~swell 

See "Proposed Monument Description" and "Statement of Significance" pages 

S. EKISTING HISlORIC RESOURCE tOENTiflCATION (if known) 

tostetl in the California Register o1 Historical Resources 

FormaUy determrned ehgible lor the National and/ot (.ablornaa Reti~ter$ 

Detl!rmlned elogibte for naticmat, !.late, or loc.ll landmark 
status by an histone resources survevlsl 

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CUlTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA 

Contriblltin& ft'Jture 

l'oon-co'1tnbutlog feature 

Tllp proposed monumt>ot exempltfieJ dlf:' followln£ Cultural Hetit.lte Ordtnance (ritena (Sectlo~ 22.171.7) : 

.,/ Rf!Oects ttw broad cultutal. econz>mit, or sotial his tor\' of tht nation, st.atl! . or (OrTill'lunrtv 

Is •clentifled with h1,1oric penonilges or wilh importarll events In the main currentfi o! naru>nal, state. O! local hrstorv 

Embl>Ciies the distinguis ing chilfactellst1cs ol an arctutecturaHype specimen. inherentlv valuablE! tor study of 
a fJttiOd, style, or method of tOn$tructlon 
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NOMINATION FORM 

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS 

Thts section allows you to discuss at length the significance of the proposed monument and why it shollld be 
dt>signored em Historic·Cultural Monument. Type your response on separate documents ond ottech them to this 
jorm. 

A. Proposed Monument Description · Oesmbr thf' proposed monument's physical characteristic~ and 
rl'latiomhip to its surrounding environment hpand on sec:tlons 2 and 3 w1th a more det;uled de!>crtP· 
llon of the Sill<'. hpand on section 4 and d•sc.u~s the construction/alteration history m e1eta1l 1f that •s 
nE-cessary to explain the proposed monumpnt'~ nurent form Identify aod dcscribf! any character · 
defmmg elements, structures. mteriof spares. or landstapf' featurf', 

8. Statement of Significance • Addrf's~ the propost>d monument's historic, cultural, and/or architec­
tural srgn1f1cance by d1scussmg how rt satisfies the HCM crrtena you selectee! in Semon 6 You must 
support your art;ument with substantial evidence and analysis . The Statement of Signihcance 1s ~·our 
main argument lor desrcnation so it ·~ important to sub~tantiate anv claim~ you makt> with supporting 
documentation and u~~earch 

8. CONTACT INFORMATION 

Applkonr 

Name: Adrian Stott fine Compar\y · tos Arlceles conseNanc~·. Moelem Committee (Meg 

Street Addre~i : 523 West 6th Street, Suite 826 State: 01 

Z1p: 90014 Emarl: afone@laconservancy.org 

PIOperty Owner Is the owner rn 5uppor1 ol tt.e nomlnii'tlott? No e Unknown 

Name · BPiteved robe Jason lUoulian Company: 

Stteet Addre)s . Ctty: St.te : 

Zip: Phon~ Number : 

Nominlltlon Prepottr/Applicant's AepresentatiW! 

Name Alan Hess Company : 

Street Address· Citv Irvine State CA 

lip : Phone Nurnbe1· £matl alhess@aol.wr:J 
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NOMINATION FORM 

9.SUBMtnAL 

When yCIU hav~ completed prepar.ng \'Our nomination, tomp1le <311 mateoah In t~ urd~r ~P!:'t•fied below Althougt'l the enbre 
packet must not e.11ceed 100 page!>, \'OU may send addttional matenal on a CD or fla~h dove. 

APPlICATION CHfCKUST 

J .; Wntte'l Statements A aod S 

3 .; Brbhography 

4 .; Tll'lo Prrmarv Photos of bterror/Mam Facade 

10. RElEASE 

(8Jl0. the m;~m photo of the ptopo~ed monument. Also 
ematl a dt&ltlal copy of the ma•n photo to · 
plannlng.ohr@laci\y.orc) 

!> 

6 

1 

8 

9 

.; Copies of Pnmi~ry/Seconl1ary Oorurnt'nt.altO!J 

.; Coptes ot Build toe Permtts for MilJOr Alter anon~ 
(mtliJc:ll' fu s1 conMructJon permrl~l 

.; Addtnonal, Contemporary Pt.oto~ 

.; Htstontal Photos 

·../ Ztmas Parce:l Report for all Norrunated Parcel$ 
(mrl~o~drng mip) 

Pleale reid nch stitement and ctled. thf correspond in£ belle\ to mdttate that you ii&I'Ee with the statement, theli 51gn beiO'w 1n the 
prov1deU spact . llthct the Otppbcant or preparer ma~· ~tgn 

1 acknuwledgl! that all doc.um~nts sul>matted will b~cortte public retords under the Cahfotnta l'ubltt Records At\, al"ld understand 
that the document~ Will be made iiVilililble upon request to members o' the publiC for ansperoon and copymg. 

I acknov.·k!dge that all photocraphs and imilges submitted as part of lhls .apph~tlon w•ll b!'come the properl\1 of the City of tos 
An&eles, and underst1nd that permtuion lS granted for use of tilf: photograph5 and emages by the C•tv without anv expectallon 
of cornpe nsatlon. 

/ 1 arkn:~wledge that I hl!ve the r~ght to 5\lbmit of have obtained the appropriate perm•ss•on to wbmi! atr lnformatitm ronl;tint'd 
V 1n this appltciltion. 

;. · / . /t JN!J!f ;;-:0, · !411 <-p. · 7Jv{JL 
dt 1tt~1 Sw{+ Plr1t 

Mall vout Historic-Cultural Monument Submittal to the Office of t·h$to•ic Reosources 

Office of Historic Resources 
0('partment of City Planning 

200 N Spring Street, Room 620 

los Angt>le-s, CA 9001:i! 

Phone. 213 ·978· l200 
Web~fle preserv;a.tion.lac•tv.org 
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Bellflower, Ca 90706 

GIS/Fae Tsukamoto 
City Hall, Room 825 
Mail Stop 395 

JDM Holdings, LP 
c/o John Neidlinger 
17570 Posetano Road 
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Mail Stop 208 
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523 West 6th Street, Ste 826 
Los Angeles, Ca 90014 
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