




 

 
 

March 25, 2016 
  
City Clerk, Room 395 
City Hall 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Attn: Sharon Dickinson, Legislative Assistant 
 
Re: 805-833 South Catalina Street Development 
  
Dear Ms. Dickinson, 
  
I am writing to express my grave concerns about the proposed project at 805-833 
South Catalina Street. This project exemplifies exactly the type of “spot zoning” 
that subverts productive planning solutions to urban problems. There are 
appropriate planning processes through which we can increase density, and a 
mayoral override of a City Planning Commission decision is not one of them. 
  
The proposed project at 805-833 Catalina Street is an inappropriate development 
for the area given the neighborhood’s current residential character. Also, the lack 
of substantial public benefits concurrent with the proposed increase in density 
amount to a City give away of property to wealthy investors (density increases 
are like “land in the sky” because of the increase in building space they provide) 
with no return to the taxpayers and community members who will shoulder the 
burden of funding the infrastructure necessary for the developers to proceed. 
  
Los Angeles now faces a serious lack of affordable housing that has driven 
overcrowding and homelessness to crisis levels. Zip codes in Los Angeles are 
the most overcrowded in the entire nation, and Los Angeles leads the country in 
chronic homelessness. Building more market rate housing will not solve these 
problems. Development such as this actually drives increases in rents in the 
surrounding area and is far more likely to lead to increased displacement and 
rising rents than to lower housing costs.  
  
I support a community-driven development that includes clear community 
benefits. The community group that I am a member of, Protect Koreatown, has 
conducted community meetings and extensive outreach to businesses along 8th 
street and hundreds of community members, including teachers, students and 
parents attending RFK schools. We have identified clear community needs in 
place of a 27-story luxury tower, including more affordable housing, more parks, 



 

recreation and green space, and skills and job training for youth. We strongly 
encourage ongoing community dialogue to ensure that the needs of the existing 
community are being met.  
  
Thank you for your attention to this matter.   
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
  

 
 
Lisa Fu 
Concerned Resident 
 
 



Chinatown Community for Equitable Development (CCED) builds grassroots power with low-income and immigrant communities through 
organizing, education and mutual help. We are a multiethnic, intergenerational organization based in Los Angeles Chinatown. 
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February 17, 2016 
  
City Clerk, Room 395 
City Hall 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Attn: Sharon Dickinson, Legislative Assistant 
 
Re: 805-833 South Catalina Street General Plan Amendment and Zone 
Change 
  
Dear Ms. Dickinson, 
  
I am writing to express the grave concerns Chinatown Community for Equitable 
Development (CCED) has about the proposed project at 805-833 South Catalina 
Street. This project exemplifies exactly the type of “spot zoning” that subverts 
productive planning solutions to urban problems. There are appropriate planning 
processes through which we can increase density, and a mayoral override of a 
City Planning Commission decision is not one of them. 
  
CCED was founded in March 2012 and is an organization of community activists, 
residents, business owners, workers, and youth in Chinatown. CCED works with 
residents to build a Los Angeles with good jobs, a green environment, open 
recreational spaces, affordable housing and quality education for all. We are 
currently focused on tenants’ rights and development issues in Los Angeles.  
 
The proposed project at 805-833 Catalina Street is an inappropriate development 
for the area given the neighborhood’s current residential character. Also, the lack 
of substantial public benefits concurrent with the proposed increase in density 
amount to a City give away of property to wealthy investors (density increases 
are like “land in the sky” because of the increase in building space they provide) 
with no return to the taxpayers and community members who will shoulder the 
burden of funding the infrastructure necessary for the developers to proceed. 
  
Los Angeles now faces a serious lack of affordable housing that has driven 



Chinatown Community for Equitable Development (CCED) builds grassroots power with low-income and immigrant communities through 
organizing, education and mutual help. We are a multiethnic, intergenerational organization based in Los Angeles Chinatown. 
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overcrowding and homelessness to crisis levels. Zip codes in Los Angeles are 
the most overcrowded in the entire nation, and Los Angeles leads the country in 
chronic homelessness. Building more market rate housing will not solve these 
problems. Development such as this actually drives increases in rents in the 
surrounding area and is far more likely to lead to increased displacement and 
rising rents than to lower housing costs.  
  
CCED supports community-driven development, from which perspective this 
project is a failure in substantial and multiple ways given the lack of community 
input and the flagrant disregard on the part of investors for the needs or 
sentiments of current residents. 
  
Thank you for your attention to this matter.   
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
  
Chinatown Community for Equitable Development 

華埠公平發展會 
 
Cc: Michael Bai, Office of Council President Herb Wesson 
          Sara Hernandez, Office of Councilmember Jose Huizar 
          Shawn Kuk, Office of Councilmember Jose Huizar 

Clare Eberle, Office of Councilmember Jose Huizar 
 


