
ORDINANCE NO. 183892-

An ordinance adding Section 91.106.5 to the Los Angeles Municipal Code to 
provide a streamlined permitting process for small residential rooftop solar energy 
systems.

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 91.106.5 is added to the Los Angeles Municipal Code to read 
as follows:

91.106.5. Solar Permitting.

91.106.5.1. Streamlined Permitting Process for Small Residential Rooftop Solar 
Energy Systems. A solar energy system, as defined in California Civil Code 
Section 801.5(a), that satisfies all of the following requirements shall be eligible for 
streamlined permitting process:

1. It is no larger than 10 kilowatts alternating current nameplate rating 
or 30 kilowatts thermal;

2. It conforms to all applicable state and local fire, structural, electrical 
and other building codes;

3. It meets all applicable safety and performance standards 
established by the California Electrical Code, the Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers and accredited testing laboratories such as Underwriters 
Laboratories and, where applicable, rules of the Public Utilities Commission 
regarding safety and reliability;

4. It is installed on a single or duplex family dwelling; and

5. Its solar panels or module arrays do not exceed the maximum legal 
building height, which includes the height allowances provided by
Section 12.21.1 B.3(c) of the Los Angeles Municipal Code.

The Department shall publish on a publicly accessible internet site all required 
permitting documentation and a checklist of all requirements with which such solar 
energy systems must comply to be eligible for streamlined review. The Department 
shall use the checklist and standard plans contained in the most current version of the 
California Solar Permitting Guidebook and adopted by the Governor’s Office of Planning 
and Research. The Department shall allow online submittal of permit applications and 
associated documentation, and shall authorize the electronic signature of all forms, 
applications and other documentation in lieu of a wet signature.

1



A permit application that the Department determines satisfies the information 
requirements in the checklist shall be deemed complete. Upon confirmation that an 
application is complete and that the proposed solar energy system complies with all 
requirements of the Los Angeles Municipal Code, the Department shall approve the 
application and issue all required permits in a timely manner in substantial conformance 
with the recommendations of the California Solar Permitting Guidebook. Upon receipt 
of an incomplete application, the Department shall issue a written correction notice 
detailing all deficiencies in the application and any additional information required to be 
eligible for streamlined permit issuance.

Except as provided herein, a solar energy system eligible for streamlined review 
shall be subject to no more than one inspection, which shall be done in a timely manner 
in substantial conformance with the recommendations of the California Solar Permitting 
Guidebook and may involve multiple agencies. If the eligible solar energy system fails 
the inspection, a subsequent inspection may be required. This section does not 
preclude the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power from conducting separate 
inspections for the interconnection of a solar energy system to the electricity grid.

The Department need not approve an application or issue permits under this 
section if the Department makes a finding, based on substantial evidence, that the solar 
energy system could have a specific, adverse impact upon the public health or safety. 
“Specific, adverse impact” means a significant, quantifiable, direct and unavoidable 
impact, based on objective, identified and written public health or safety standards, 
policies or conditions as they existed on the date the application was deemed complete.



Section 2. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance and have 
it published in accordance with Council policy, either in a daily newspaper circulated in 
the City of Los Angeles or by posting for ten days in three public places in the City of 
Los Angeles: one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street entrance to the 
Los Angeles City Hall; one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street 
entrance to the Los Angeles City Hall East; and one copy on the bulletin board located 
at the Temple Street entrance to the Los Angeles County Hall of Records.

I hereby certify that this ordinance was parsed by the Council of the City of 
Los Angeles, at its meeting of_____ SEP 1 8 4UU)____________

HOLLY L. WOLCOTT, City Clerk

By
Deputy

Approved

Approved as to Form and Legality

MICHAEL N. FEUER, City Attorney

File No

M:\Real Prop_Env_Land Use\Land Use\Saro Balian\Ordinance\Solar Streamlined Permitting\Solar Streamlined Permitting.doc
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DECLARATION OF POSTING ORDINANCE

I, VERONICA COLEMAN-WARNER, state as follows: I am, and was at all times hereinafter 

mentioned, a resident of the State of California, over the age of eighteen years, and a Deputy City 

Clerk of the City of Los Angeles, California.

Ordinance No,183892 - Adding Section 91.106.5 to the Los Angeles Municipal Code to provide 

a streamlined permitting process for small residential rooftop solar energy systems - a copy 

of which is hereto attached, was finally adopted by the Los Angeles City Council on September 18. 

2015, and under the direction of said City Council and the City Clerk, pursuant to Section 251 of the 

Charter of the City of Los Angeles and Ordinance No. 172959, on September 29. 2015 I posted a 

true copy of said ordinance at each of the three public places located in the City of Los Angeles, 

California, as follows: 1) one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street entrance to the 

Los Angeles City Hall; 2) one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street entrance to the 

Los Angeles City Hall East; 3) one copy on the bulletin board located at the Temple Street entrance 

to the Los Angeles County Hall of Records.

Copies of said ordinance were posted conspicuously beginning on September 29, 2015 and 

will be continuously posted for ten or more days.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Signed this 29th day of September, 2015 at Los Angeles, California.

Veronica Coleman-Warner, Deputy City Clerk

Ordinance Effective Date: November 8, 2015 Council File No. 15-0951


