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At its meeting on January 26, 2017, the Homeless Strategy Committee heard a presentation from 
the Downtown Women’s Action Coalition on the results of the Downtown Women’s Needs 
Assessment. The presentation materials are attached for the record. No action was taken by the 
Homeless Strategy Committee on this item.
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Interim City Administrative Officer
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INTRODUCTION
THE 2016 DOWNTOWN WOMEN’S NEEDS ASSESSMENT IS A COMMUNITY-BASED 
RESEARCH PROJECT, AMD 
ON THE NEEDS, CHARACTERISTICS, AND CONDITIONS FACING HOMELESS AND 
EXTREMELY LOW-INCOME WOMEN LIVING IN DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES.

HE SIXTH IN A SERIF OF COMPREHENSIVE SURVEYS

1687 surveys since 2001

371 women surveyed In 20! 6

volunteers In 2016

KEVERY THREE YEARS SINCE 2001, DWAC HAS CONDUCTED THIS SORVEY 
WITH THE GOAL OF BETTER INFORMING ALL THOSE WORKING TO IMPROVE
THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF WOMEN LIVING DOWNTOWN.
DOWNTOWN WOMENS ACTION COALITION | DOWNTOWNWOMENSCENTER.ORG/NEgDSASSESSMENT



AGE
DEMOGRAPHIC DATA SHOWS WOMEN IN SKID ROW ARE 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN THAN WOMEN IN LA COUNTY, SUGGESTINtS Ti 
HOMELESSNESS AND EXTREME PC V

8 MORE LIKELY TO BE OLDER AND 
ESE GROUPS EXPERIENCE 

I V AT DISPROPORTIONATELY HIGH LEVELS.

12.2* ages
62 and older

19.6*r ages 
41 to 5048* ages 

51 to 61 12.5*eg&
31 to 40

11%ages 
30 and under

SOLUTIONS: for culturally competent services that target older 
aijzed racism as a factor causing homelessness.

Demographics data shows the nee 
women, and the imr: ■i

DOWNTOWN WOMEN'S ACTION COALITION DOWNTOWNWOMENSCENTER OftG/NEEDSASSESSMENTI



RACE & ETHNICITY
DEMOGRAPHIC DATA SHOWS WOMEN IN SKID ROW ARE FAR MORE LIKELY TO BE OLDER AND

OUNTY, SUGGESTING THESE GROUPS EXPERIENCE
il¥ HIGH LEVELS.

WWK Si?„ A S,# & l A ?«,?, si »HeTt IX.! --til 2 \ THAN WOMEN IN LA C
HOMELESSNESS AND EXTREME POVERTY AT DISPROPORTION &

2%

LA County 
women 9* 48* 28* ; mm

Needs
Assessment
respondents

II! I IFi JJ M

3*
African-

American/
Black

Hispanic/
latino

White Asian/
Pacific Islander

Mixed Race OtherNative
American

SOLUTIONS: We need for culturally competent services that target okiec women and 
the impact of institutionalized racism Motor causing homelessn

DOWNTOWN WOMEN S ACTION COALITION DOWNTOWNWOMENSCENTER.ORG/NEF.DSASSESSMENT



A LACK OF AFFORDABLE, ACCESSIllfe HOUSING FOR WOMEN IS ONE OF THE MAJOR 
CAUSES OF THE 55% INCREASE IN LA COUNTY WOMEN EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS; 
73% OF SURVEY RESPONDENTS LISTED 
IMPROVE THE DOWNTOWN COMMUNITY.

iTi U' v IMG AS THE MOST-NEEDED RESOURCE TO

apartment, home 
or single room 
occupancy hotel

WHERE WOMEN ARE SLEEPINGj

shelter

32.3* car van, 
recreational
vehicle

ouch

1.1* subway/bus

A
A fA"--- :\jsj

w29* 2.8*

More affordable and supportive housing units must be
arid extreme

rd specified for very-low income 
?mate one of the major causes of homelessness.

rl’3’ e-
■low income women in order to

DOWNTOWN WOMEN’S ACTION COALITION | DOWNTOWNWOMENSCENTER.ORGr'NEEDSASSESSMENT



HEALTHCARE
MORE WOMEN THAN EVER HAVE MEDICAL COVERAGE OR HEALTH INSURANCE 
(86.2%); HOWEVER, DESPITE IMPROVED ACCESS TO TREATMENT, SURVEY 
RESPONDENTS' PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH HAS WORSENED.

55.6* of women reported their 
physical health as being 
“fair” or "'poo?'' in 2016.

of women reported their 
physical health
“fair” or “poor” In 2013

jfj
being

a

SOLUTIONS: The survey data de 
to a need for healthcare that tr

that women age, thek health worsens, and points 
whole person, not just specific ailments.

:>r<svi&\ as
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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
THE PERSISTENTLY HIGH RATE OF 
OF THE MOST DISTINGUISHING DIFFERENCES BETWEEN WOMEN AND MEN 
EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS.

;TiMAT PARTNER VIOLENCE IS ONE

have experienced PHYSICAL
OR SEXUAL VIOLENCE 
in their lifetime.

ni -survivors of

90.8%39.4*

SOLUTIONS: Prioritizing Trauma-Informed Care training so-;- service providers, implementing 
'Safety Zones,' and advocating for more single-gender housing and shelters are 
all part of DWAC's commitment to women's safety in Skid Row.

DOWNTOWN WOMEN S ACTION COALITION | DOWNTOWNWOMENSCENTER.ORG/NEEDSASSESSMENT



COMMUNITY RESOURCES
WOMEN IDENTIFIED THE TOP FIVE RESOURCES THEY THINK ARE 
MOST NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE DOWNTOWN COMMUNITY.

Mental and 
physical 
heal

Shelter beds or 
emergency beds

ithcare

Housing

Employment 
end training
opportunities

Education*!
programs

SOLUTIONS: You can support agencies in 
goods. Learn more ex:. DowntownWomensCen1er.org/NeedsAssessment.

Sk donating money, time, or in-kindid Ror y
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