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6. RESPONSE TO FUTURE INCIDENTS OF THIS NATURE 

 

7. CONCLUSION 

   

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

2 



 

• Hyperion is designed to treat a maximum of 850 million 

gallons per day of wastewater during wet weather, and this 

flow is in the range of flows received at the plant during 

previous El Nino Storms 

• Excess storm water from the plant, by design and permit from 

the Regional Water Quality Control Board, is discharged 

through the One Mile Outfall 

• The treatment process is designed to remove materials of 

sewage origin (MOSO) 
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• Failure of 5-Mile Outfall will result in an environmental catastrophe 

• Installation of a new outfall will be very expensive for rate payers 

• This project will extend the life of the 5-Mile Outfall by over 50 years 
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I. Intense rain on September 15, 2015 (1.8”@LAX) 

II. EPP Pumps No. 3, 4 & 5 online  

III.  Malfunctioned discharge valve on EPP Pump No.2 

 

 Tuesday, September 15, 2015: Unplanned Diversion to 1-Mile Outfall 
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Monday, September 21, 2015 

• Planned Diversion to 1-Mile Outfall (six weeks) 

 Tuesday, September 22, 2015 

• LASAN received notification of MOSO washing ashore on Dockweiler Beach 

Wednesday, September 23, 2015 

• Dockweiler and El Segundo Beaches were closed 

• LA Sanitation and LA County Dept. of Beaches and Harbor began cleaning the 

beach 

 Friday, September 25, 2015  
     El Segundo Beach reopened 

 Saturday, September 26, 2015  
     Dockweiler State Beach reopened 

 Sunday, November 1, 2015 

 Completed major aspects of the project and resumed flow to 5-Mile Outfall  
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LA Sanitation and LA County Department of Beaches and Harbor Joint Effort 

• MOSO On the beach has subsided and is nonexistent on some days 

• Cleaned 4 miles of shoreline daily since September 23, 2015 

• Cleaned beaches one to two times a day after high tide 

• Collected 35.7 lbs. of casings, syringes & lancets  

• Collected 7,007 lbs. of trash 
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MATERIALS TOTAL 
LOWEST DAILY 

COUNT/WEIGHT 

HIGHEST  DAILY 

COUNT/WEIGHT  

CASINGS 5059 0 1960 

SYRINGES 238 0 32 

LANCETS 121 0 20 

TRASH 7007 LBS 20 LBS 475 LBS 

Casings (counts) Syringes (counts) Trash (LBS) Lancets (counts) 
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1) Installed screens in the effluent channels to capture debris before flow is 

discharged from the plant into Santa Monica Bay (Figure 1) 

2) Installed net at terminus of 1-Mile Outfall to capture debris (Figure 2) 

3) Secured maintenance holes from which sewage spilled into storm drain in 

2015 (Figure 3) 

4) Inspected and cleaned storm drain overflow lines to remove MOSO (Figure 4) 

5) Dedicated extra resources to perform manual skimming of plant clarifiers 
(Figure 5) 
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MEASURES TO PREVENT THE FUTURE RELEASE OF 
MOSO FROM HYPERION: 
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Figure 1 

Figure 2 Figure 3 Figure 4 

Figure 5 



• Ways MOSO can exit the plant : Wastewater Treatment 

System or Storm Drain System 

• Examined plant wastewater treatment processes and 

operations (No Breakdown in Our MOSO Line of Defense) 

• Contacted West Basin Municipal Water District that receives 

Hyperion treated water for advanced treatment (No MOSO) 

• Examined all connections to the One Mile Outfall including 

storm drains 
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OVERVIEW OF STORM DRAIN OVERFLOW TO 1-MILE OUTFALL 
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• Reached the following conclusions: 

 The Secondary Treatment Process is not the source of 

MOSO (No Breakdown In Our MOSO Line of Defense) 

 The North In-Plant Storm Drain System tributary to the 

One Mile Outfall is the source of the MOSO because 

inspections found debris in the North In-Plant Storm 

Drain System tributary to the One Mile Outfall that are 

consistent with those found on the beach 
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160,000 GALLONS OF RAW SEWAGE OVERFLOWED IN JAN 2005 

FROM THE NORTH OUTFALL SEWER (NOS) BYPASS PUMP STATION 

INTO THE NORTH IN-PLANT STORM DRAIN SYSTEM  

 North In-Plant Storm Drain System Is The Source of Casings 

Found On The Beach 
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Measures Completed 

 Completed the major aspects of the Effluent Pumping Plant Discharge System 

Replacement Project (replaced valves that malfunctioned on September 15, 2015) to 

enhance operational reliability of  the 5-Mile Outfall 

 Installed 3/8-inch screen on the stormwater overflow outlet from the North In-Plant 

Storm Drain System tributary to the One Mile Outfall  

 Inspected and cleaned storm drain pipe tributary to the One Mile Outfall 

 Installed level transmitters, and audible alarms that will notify plant staff that water is 

overflowing from the North In-Plant Storm Drain System to the 1-Mile Outfall  

17 



Measures Completed 

 Conduct test on a weekly basis to verify that the pumps that redirect 

stormwater to the headworks for treatment are working (Ongoing) 

 Procured skid mounted pumps to utilize in emergencies to ensure all 

stormwater from the north section of the plant is collected and 

redirected to the headworks for treatment 

 Installed net at the terminus of the 1-Mile Outfall at a depth of 50 feet 

below the ocean surface  

 Tested visibility to determine if a Remote Operated Vehicle (ROV) can 

be sent to inspect the inside of the 1-Mile Outfall 

 Sent diver to inspect and clean accumulated debris in the 1-Mile inlet 

Structure  
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 “What Not To Flush” campaign to 

educate the public on proper disposal of 

personal hygiene and medical products.  

 Flyers at open house events, neighborhood 

councils meetings, Council field offices. 

Provide the information on LASAN 

website and to non-governmental 

organizations. 

 SAFE Centers that accept sharps from the 

public for proper disposal. Information is 

available on the LASAN website and will 

be distributed at LASAN Open House 

Events, and at meetings with 

neighborhood councils. 
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JOINT TASK FORCE 

• LASAN, LA County Department of Beaches and 

Harbor, and LA County Department of Public Health 

are part of the current Joint Task Force that worked to 

reopen the beaches 

• This task force would be activated in the event of a 

future spill affecting the Santa Monica Bay 
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CURRENT SPILL NOTIFICATION PROCESS 

• Currently, in the event of a spill from HWRP affecting Santa Monica Bay, 

LASAN notifies Council District 11, the Regional Water Quality Control 

Board, US Environmental Protection Agency Region 9, Los Angeles 

County Department of Public Health, State Department of Fish and 

Wildlife, State Office of Emergency Services, Los Angeles County 

Lifeguard, State Department of Health Services, Heal the Bay, and 

American Oceans Campaign 

FUTURE SPILL NOTIFICATION PROCESS 

• LASAN will expand its notification to include delegates of elected 

officials representing coastal areas in City and County government, 

community stakeholders, conservation organizations, and other 

relevant groups 
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• LASAN’s conclusion is that the overflow of raw 
sewage from a collapsed sewer in 2005 that flowed 
via the plant storm drain system into the One Mile 
Outfall is the source of the debris that washed 
ashore on the beach 

• LASAN believes that the 6-week flow of effluent 
through the One Mile Outfall flushed out the 
residual material from the 2005 sewage spill 

•  LASAN is investigating a way to perform a remote 
video inspection of the inside of the One Mile 
Outfall, and remove any residual material that may 
be found 
 

• LASAN has implemented preventive measures 
including multiple layers of redundancy 
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City of Los Angeles
Department of Public Works
Bureau of Sanitation
Solid Resources Citywide 
Recycling Division

1-800-98-TOXIC
(1-800-988-6942)

www.lacity.org/san

A Home Guide to

Syringe
Disposal
(SHARPS)

City of Los Angeles
Department of Public Works • Bureau of Sanitation

A Home Guide to

Syringe
Disposal
(SHARPS)

“Don’t just
stand there;
recycle 
something”

-Recycle Robot



SHARPS
“SHARPS” is a term that describes an
item that can puncture skin.

Examples of sharps are:
carpules, needles, lancets,
suture needles, endo
files, etc.

Containers that are
filled with sharps should be

taped shut, marked “contains
sharps” and taken to an appropriate

collection site for safe disposal.

Dangers of
Improper Disposal

You can injure sanitation workers
when you toss sharps into the
regular trash, recycling container
or green waste container.
Leftover liquid in syringes can
seep into and contaminate the
groundwater from which we drink

and/or the ocean from which we
derive our fish and other seafood.

Beginning September 1, 2008 home-generated 
sharps can no longer be thrown in the trash.



How To Safely Manage SHARPS
• NEVER DISPOSE OF SHARPS IN THE TRASH – IT IS ILLEGAL

EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008.
• Use only an approved Sharps container or a rigid, puncture resistant

container, secured with a screw top such as: a bleach bottle or
laundry detergent bottle. Please put tape over the cap and write
“contains Sharps”

• Do not use empty water bottles as these are made of flimsy plastic
that SHARPS can puncture through!

• Keep your SHARPS container out of reach of children 
and pets.

• Do not 
fill your
container to
the top! Allow two to three inches of space in-between the
syringes or lancets and the top of the container.

• Put a lid on it! After you use a syringe or lancet, put it directly
into your Sharps container.  Use a tight cap or lid for your 
sharps container.

Once your sharps container is about 3/4 full, secure the cap or lid,
put tape over the cap and write on the container “CONTAINS
SHARPS.” Safely dispose of it by doing any of the following:

Return the sealed container to your physician

Return the sealed container to your participating
pharmacy

Bring your sealed container to a Household Hazardous
Waste Mobile event or to a S.A.F.E. center.
Call 800-988-6942 for more information regarding
Mobile events and/or S.A.F.E. Centers near you.

DO NOT toss your sealed sharps
containers into your black trash bin,
blue recycling bin or green waste bin!

SAFETY
ALERT!
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NEVER flush your syringes or
medications down the toilet!



For More Information
To learn more about how to safely manage and dispose 

of lancets, syringes, needles and other Sharps: 

Call the Bureau of Sanitation Hotline at
(800) 98-TOXIC
( 8 0 0 ) 9 8 8 - 6 9 4 2

or
Call the City of Los Angeles Information Line at

3-1-1
or 

Go online to:
www.lacity.org/SAN/index.htm

www.earth911.org or www.cleanla.com

As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act,
the city of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability
and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure
equal access to its programs, services and activities.



COLLECTION
CENTERS(Solvents/Automotive/Flammables/Electronics)

For Residents of the City of Los Angeles and the County of Los Angeles

As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities.

For Information, Please Call:
1-800-773-CITY

(2489)
www.lacitysan.org

     
 IMPORTANT

•	It	is	against	the	law	to	transport		 	
 more than 15 gallons or 125
 pounds of hazardous wastes to
 collection sites.
•	Pack	your	wastes	properly	to	prevent
 tipping or spilling of wastes during
 transportation. Remove all other   
	 items		from	your	trunk.
•	Wastes	will	be	collected	with
 its containers. 
•For	data	containing	devices,	remove			
 data before disposal.
•	Smoking	is	prohibited	at	all
	 S.A.F.E	Centers.
•Remain	in	your	vehicle	while	trained			
 personnel remove the hazardous   
	 wastes	from	your	trunk.
•	Waste	collection	is	suspended
 during rain.

WE DO NOT ACCEPT
•	Business/Commercial	wastes	 	
•	Bulky	Items	such	as	furniture	and		 	
 large appliances
•	Ammunition
•	Explosives
•	Radioactive	materials
•	Medical/Biological	wastes
•	Tires
•	Marine	flares/firecrackers

WE ACCEPT
•	Used	motor	oil	and	filters	 	
•	Paint	and	Solvents
•E-waste	such	as	computers,	cell		 	
 phones and televisions
•	Household	cleaning	products
•	Car	and	household	batteries
•	Fluorescent	tubes	and	bulbs
•	Home	generated	Sharps	such	as		 	
 needles and lancets
•	Unused	medicine	(except	controlled
 substances)

CENTRAL LOS ANGELES
LA-GLENDALE SAFE CENTER

4600 Colorado Blvd. Los Angeles CA 90039
Sat & Sun 9a.m - 3p.m.

EAST LOS ANGELES
WASHINGTON BLVD. SAFE CENTER

2649 E. Washington Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90021
Sat & Sun 9a.m - 3p.m.

HARBOR AREA
GAFFEY ST. SAFE CENTER

1400 N. Gaffey St. San Pedro, CA 90731
Sat & Sun 9a.m - 3p.m.

PLAYA DEL REY
HYPERION SAFE CENTER

7660 West Imperial Highway. Gate B
Playa Del Rey CA 90293 / Sat & Sun 9a.m - 3p.m.

NORTH VALLEY 
NICOLE BERNSON SAFE CENTER

10241 N. Balboa Blvd. Northridge CA 91325
Sat & Sun 9a.m - 3p.m.

EAST VALLEY
RANDALL ST. SAFE CENTER

11025 Randall St. Sun Valley CA 91352
Sat & Sun 9a.m - 3p.m.

WEST LOS ANGELES
U.C.L.A. SAFE CENTER

550 Charles E. Young Dr. West  Los Angeles CA 90095
Thur, Fri & Sat 8a.m - 2p.m.

E-waste is only collected Sat. at this location

S.A.F.E.

ON THE ROAD TO



CENTROS DE 
COLECCIÓN (Solvents/Automotive/Flammables/Electronics)

Para Residentes de la Ciudad de Los Ángeles y el Condado de Los Ángeles

En	relación	con	el	Articulo	II	del	Acto	de	Americano	con	Incapacidades,	la	Ciudad	de	Los	Angeles	no	discrimina	en	base	de	incapacidad	fisica,	y	si	usted	lo	pide,	la	Ciudad	proveera	en	un	nivel	razonable	igual	acceso	a	sus	programas.	

Para más información, llame al:
1-800-773-CITY

(2489)
www.lacitysan.org

IMPORTANTE
•	Es	contra	la	ley	transportar	más	de	15			
	 galones	ó	125	libras	de	desperdicios		 	
	 tóxicos	a	centros	de	collection.
•	Favor	de	empacar	sus	desechos
	 tóxicos	apropiadamente	para	evitar		 	
 que caigan o se derramen durante su
  transporte al centro. Remuva todo otro  
 articulo de la cajuela de su auto.
•	Los	desechos	peligosos	se	recogerán			
 junto con su contenedor o envase.
•Elimine	los	datos	que	estan	alma-	 	
 cenades en los dispositivos electronicos  
 antes de deshacerse de ellos.
•	Prohibido	fumar	en	el	Centro
	 de	SAFE.
•Quédese	en	su	vehículo	mientras	que
 el personal capacitado baja los   
 desechos peligrosos de la cajuela.
•	La	colección	se	suspenderá	si	llueve.

NO ACEPTAMOS
•	Desechos	de	negocio	 	
•	Muebles,	refrigeradores,	lavadoras
	 y	secadoras	de	ropa,	artículos
 voluminosos
•	Municiones
•	Explosivos
•	Materiales	radioactivos
•	Desperdicios	medicos/biologicos
•	Llantas
•	Luces	de	bengala	-	marina	cohetes

ACEPTAMOS
•	Aceite	usado	y	filtros	usados	 	
•	Pinturas	y	solventes	
•Desechos	Electrónicos	como
 computadoras, celulares y televisores
•	Químicos	para	limpieza	de	casa
•	Baterias	de	auto	y	de	uso
	 residencial	(alcalina)
•	Bombillos	y	tubos	fluorescents
•	“SHARPS”	de	uso	domestico
	 (objectos	capaz	de	causar	lesiones	en			
 la piel como agujas, jeringuillas y otros  
	 objetos	afilados)
•	Medicinas	(excepto	sustancias
 controladas)

CENTRAL LOS ANGELES
LA-GLENDALE SAFE CENTER

4600 Colorado Blvd. Los Angeles CA 90039
Sábado y Domingo  9a.m - 3p.m.

EAST LOS ANGELES
WASHINGTON BLVD. SAFE CENTER

2649 E. Washington Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90021
Sábado y Domingo  9a.m - 3p.m.

HARBOR AREA
GAFFEY ST. SAFE CENTER

1400 N. Gaffey St. San Pedro, CA 90731
Sábado y Domingo  9a.m - 3p.m.

PLAYA DEL REY
HYPERION SAFE CENTER

7660 West Imperial Highway. Gate B
Playa Del Rey CA 90293

Sábado y Domingo 9a.m - 3p.m.

NORTH VALLEY 
NICOLE BERNSON SAFE CENTER

10241 N. Balboa Blvd. Northridge CA 91325
Sábado y Domingo  9a.m - 3p.m.

EAST VALLEY
RANDALL ST. SAFE CENTER

11025 Randall St. Sun Valley CA 91352
Sábado y Domingo  9a.m - 3p.m.

WEST LOS ANGELES
U.C.L.A. SAFE CENTER

550 Charles E. Young Dr. West  Los Angeles CA 90095
Jueves, Viernes y Sábado  8a.m - 2p.m.

Desperdicios electrónicos se colectarán solo los Sábados 

S.A.F.E.

ON THE ROAD TO




