
 
April 17, 2019 
 
The Honorable Bob Blumenfield 
Chair, Public Works and Gang Reduction Committee 
City Hall, Room 415 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
 
Re: Council File No. 16-0395-S1  
 Status of City’s Network of Concrete Streets 
 
Dear Councilmember Blumenfield: 
 
The California Nevada Cement Association (CNCA) is committed to developing sustainable and economical 
construction solutions for California and Nevada. We serve as a non-profit association that provides expert technical 
leadership, research, and educational opportunities designed to responsibly transform our built environment and 
improve the lives of the people throughout the region.  
 
Concrete pavements consistently perform well and often have the lowest life cycle cost because they are more durable 
than other pavement materials, thus requiring less maintenance during their lifetime. In addition, concrete streets and 
roads have a long history of exceptional environmental performance. They serve as natural “cool pavements” to reduce 
urban heat island effects, and offer lower rolling resistance for vehicles which results in better fuel mileage for all 
vehicles traveling on them.  
 
The CNCA is a valuable resource, which supports and can further assist the city’s effort to address its network of 
poorly performing concrete streets. We have been closely monitoring Council File No. 16-0395-S1 since 2017 when 
the City Council directed the City Administrative Officer (CAO) and Chief Legislative Office (CLA) along with the Bureau 
of Engineering (BOE), the Bureau of Street Services (BSS), and the Bureau of Contract Administration (BCA) to report 
back on this vexing issue. Over the past few years we have met with staff from these respective departments, along 
with City Council and Mayor’s staff and Public Works Commissioners.  
 
The CNCA salutes the comprehensive February 15, 2019 CAO/CLA report on the “Status of the City’s Network of 
Concrete Streets.” This report is filled with contextual data, history, facts and observations pertinent to reaching 
sound policy decisions which can improve the quality of life for LA’s residents, businesses and visitors. We note the 
following excerpts:   
 

• Current PCI data indicates that 965 (82%) of the City’s 1,184 concrete lane miles are in poor 
condition—rated “D” or “F” (p.3). 

• Concrete streets have a useful life of 30-50 years. An asphalt street’s life span ranges from 15-25 
years. Factors such as climate, types of traffic, volume of traffic, and the performance of routine 
maintenance affect the lifespan of individual streets. Generally, asphalt streets must be reconstructed 
one or more times during the lifespan of a concrete street. Concrete streets, by comparison, do not 
require regular maintenance as asphalt streets (p.7). 

• In addition to cosmetic appeal streets are concrete for logistical reasons such as high bus traffic areas 
and drainage related issues. Concrete streets are light and naturally reflective and can lower street 
temperatures, reducing urban heat island effects (p.7). 

• Historically the City has not funded reconstruction programs for either concrete or asphalt streets. The 
Street Reconstruction Program was established in FY 2017-18. The 2018-19 FY Budget includes $54 
M in funding for asphalt construction (p. 9-10). 

• The City has not yet funded dedicated programs for concrete street repairs and reconstruction.   
Concrete repair and reconstruction work has been budgeted on an ad hoc basis and the work has 
been performed by contractors managed by BOE. There are no dedicated concrete street repair 
and/or construction crews within BSS (p.10). Notable ad hoc projects include: 
1. Wilshire Bus Rapid Transit Project: $14 M project completed by BOE contractor in 2015 which 

primarily consisted of concrete reconstruction of curb lanes and gutter and resurfacing of middle 
asphalt lanes 

2. Hancock Park Concrete Intersections: $400,000 repair of 5 intersections in Hancock Park 
performed by BOE contractor 
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