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August 8, 2017  

 

Chair Jose Huizar and 

Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) 

City of Los Angeles 

200 N. Spring Street, Room 360 

Los Angeles, CA  90012 

c/o City Clerk 

 

RE: C.F. 16-0503 – Lorena Plaza project  

 

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee: 

 

The Southern California Association of Nonprofit Housing (SCANPH) and its 1500 organizational 

members are committed partners with public officials in our long-standing fight to end our 

region’s homelessness crisis through the development of Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH). As 

nonprofit developers, our members know first-hand the challenges associated with siting these 

projects and misguided opposition to PSH. As such, we must express our concerns about the 

usage of CEQA to block the proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project, which would help Los Angeles 

address the homeless crisis the city is experiencing.  

 

As you know, voters made a firm commitment to solving homelessness through the passage of 

Proposition HHH and Measure H. As the association that represents nonprofit developers, 

SCANPH is dedicated to ensuring that new funding commitments associated with PSH are not met 

with siting issues that block much-needed projects. Undoubtedly, the siting of PSH in the next 10 

years will be an ongoing challenge for both public officials and SCANPH members. Consequently, 

the Lorena Plaza project is symptomatic of a larger issue that concerns all of our members in their 

efforts to be responsible developers. The project in question ticks all the right boxes and it would 

be a troubling development for the success of HHH/H if Lorena Plaza is not approved, as it is an 

appropriately sized and designed project for Boyle Heights that deserves swift approval. 

 

SCANPH would add that A Community of Friends, the developer behind the Lorena Plaza project, 

is an exemplary member of SCANPH and a committed advocate whose high quality housing and 

responsive management leads to developments that will add value to our neighborhoods. We 

urge the Planning and Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal filed 

by the Rosados. The issues identified in the CEQA appeal are not significant enough to require 

more than this determination.  The appellant has also consistent raised issues related to the 

mental health status of the proposed tenants, belying their true opposition.  SCANPH urges you to 

deny the appeal and allow the project to proceed.  

  

Sincerely, 

 
Alan Greenlee 

    Executive Director 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  

Julie Mungai 

Board President  

National CORE 

 

Alex Russell 

Board-Vice President  

Many Mansions 

 

Dana Trujillo 

Board Treasurer 

Skid Row Housing Trust 

 

Rachel Rosner 

Board Secretary  

Bocarsly Emden Cowan  

Esmail & Arndt LLP 

 

Ed Holder 

At Large 

Mercy Housing California 

 

Holly Benson 

Abode Communities 

 

Tara Barauskas 

Community Corporation of Santa 

Monica  

 

Cecile Chalifour  

Low Income Investment Fund 

  

Nancy Conk 

 

Diep Do 

California Housing Partnership 

Corporation 

 

Nina Dooley 

LINC Housing 

 

Anne Friedrich 

Menorah Housing Foundation  

 

Dora Leong Gallo 

A Community of Friends 

 

Dawn Lee 

Neighborhood Housing Services of 

the Inland Empire 

 

Sarah Letts 

Hollywood Community Housing 

Corporation 

 

Nora Mendez 

Orange County Community Housing 

Corporation 

 

Anita Nelson 

SRO Housing Corporation 

 

Bill Pavao 

 

Welton Smith  

Jamboree Housing  

 

Takao Suzuki 

Little Tokyo Service Center 

 

Jacqueline Waggoner 

Enterprise Community Partners 

 


