
| Los Angeles 
* Department 

of Gity Planning
PLANNING DEPARTMENT TRANSMITTAL

TO THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE
1

ENVIRONMENTAL
DOCUMENT:CITY PLANNING CASE: COUNCIL DISTRICT:

CPC-2015-2328-CA-GPA ENV-2015-2329-CE ALL

PROJECT ADDRESS:
Citywide

ENTATIVE: TELEPHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:
City of Los Angeles

r New/Changed

APPELLANT/REPRESENTATIVE: TELEPHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

PLANNER CONTACT INFORMATION: TELEPHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS:

Nicholas Maricich (213) 978-1240 Nicholas.Maricich@lacitv.org

APPROVED PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

A proposed ordinance amending Sections 12.21,12.33,17.03,17.07,17.12,17.58, and 19.17 of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code and a resolution amending the Public Recreation Plan of the Service Systems Element of the 
Los Angeles City General Plan to modernize the City’s Park Fee (currently the Quimby and Finn fees) to 
mitigate park and open space impacts from residents of new residential projects.

1C:\Users\74948\Desktop\CPC-2015-2328-CA-GPA N. MARICICH\Transmittal Form for City Clerk.docx

mailto:Nicholas.Maricich@lacitv.org


COMMISSION ACTION(S) / ZONING ADMINISTRATOR ACTION(S): (CEA’s PLEASE CONFIRM)
On March 24, 2016, the City Planning Commission:
1. Adopted the staff report as its report on the subject.
2. Adopted the attached findings in Attachment 1.
3. Adopted the Categorical Exemption (ENV-2015-2329-CE) as the CEQA clearance on the subject.
4. Approved the proposed ordinance (Appendix A), as amended, and recommend its adoption by the City 

Council.
5. Approved the proposed resolution (Appendix B) to amend the Public Recreation Plan, a portion of the Service 

Systems Element of the General Plan, and recommend its adoption by the City Council.

ENTITLEMENTS FOR CITY COUNCIL CONSIDERATION:

1. Approval of the Proposed Ordinance to amend the Municipal Code.
2. Approval of the Proposed Resolution to amend the Public Recreation Plan, a portion of the Service 

Systems Element of the General Plan.

FINAL ENTITLEMENTS NOT ADVANCING:

N/A

ITEMS APPEALED:

N/A
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ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE:ATTACHMENTS: REVISED: REVISED:

F Letter of Determination 

F Findings of Fact 

F Staff Recommendation Report 

P Conditions of Approval 

F Ordinance 

F Zone Change Map 

F GPA Resolution 

F Land Use Map 

F Exhibit A - Site Plan 

F Mailing List 

r Land Use 

F Other

F Categorical Exemption 

F Negative Declaration 

F Mitigated Negative Declaration 

r Environmental Impact Report 

F Mitigation Monitoring Program 

r Other
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NOTES / INSTRUCTION(S):

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT:

ryes F No

*lf determination states administrative costs are recovered through fees, indicate “Yes”.
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PLANNING COMMISSION:

F City Planning Commission (CPC) 

r Cultural Heritage Commission (CHC) 

F Central Area Planning Commission 

r East LA Area Planning Commission 

r Harbor Area Planning Commission

F North Valley Area Planning Commission 

F South LA Area Planning Commission 

F South Valley Area Planning Commission 

F West LA Area Planning Commission

PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING DATE: COMMISSION VOTE;

March 24, 2016 7-0
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TO!

Los Angeles City Planning Commission
200 N. Spring Street, Room 532, Los Angeles, California, 90012-4801 

(213) 978-1300; www.planning.lacity.org

LETTER OF DETERMINATION

Mailing Date: i a

CASE NO.: CPC-2015-2328-CA-GPA 
CEQA: ENV-2015-2329-CE

Location: Citywide 
Council Districts: All 
Plan Areas: All
Request: Code Amendment, General Plan 
Amendment

Applicant: City of Los Angeles

At its meeting of March 24, 2016, the Los Angeles City Planning Commission took the following
action:
1. Approved the proposed ordinance amending Sections 12.21, 12.33, 17.03, 17.07, 17.12, 17.58, 

and 19.17 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code (attached).
2. Approved the proposed Resolution to amend the Public Recreation Plan, a portion of the Service 

Systems Element of the General Plan to modernize the City’s Park Fee (currently the Quimby and 
Finn fees) to mitigate park and open space impacts from residents of new residential projects 
(attached).

3. Adopted the attached Findings.
4. Approved the staff report as the Los Angeles City Planning Commission’s report on the subject.
5. Found that the project is Categorically Exempt (No. ENV-2015-2329-CE) from the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Recommendation to City Council:
1. Recommend the City Council adopt the proposed ordinance amending Sections 12.21, 12.33, 

17.03, 17.07, 17.12, 17.58, and 19.17 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code.
2. Recommend the City Council adopt the proposed Resolution to amend the Public Recreation 

Plan, a portion of the Service Systems Element of the General Plan to modernize the City’s Park 
Fee (currently the Quimby and Finn fees) to mitigate park and open space impacts from residents 
of new residential projects.

3. Recommend the City Council Find that the project is Categorically Exempt (No. ENV-2015-2329- 
CE) from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

This action was taken by the following vote:

Moved:
Seconded:
Ayes:
Recused:
Absent:

Choe
Ambroz
Ahn, Katz, Mack, Millman, Perlman
Padilla
Dake-Wilson

Vote: 7-0

James K. Williams, Commission Executive Assistant II 
Los Angeles City Planning Commission

http://www.planning.lacity.org
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Effective Date/Appeals: The Los Angeles City Planning Commission’s determination is final and not
appealable.

If you seek judicial review of any decision of the City pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure 
Section 1094.5, the petition for writ of mandate pursuant to that section must be filed no later than the 
90th day following the date on which the City's decision became final pursuant to California Code of Civil 
Procedure Section 1094.6. There may be other time limits which also affect your ability to seek judicial 
review.

Attachment: Findings, Ordinance, Resolution 
Senior City Planner: Nick Maricich 
City Planning Assistant: Kinikia Gardner



LAND USE FINDINGS

General Plan/Charter Findings

1. In accordance with Charter Section 556, that the proposed ordinance 
(Appendix A) is in substantial conformance with the purposes, intent, and 
provisions of the General Plan.

Code Amendment
Specifically, the proposed ordinance implements the following goals and objectives of the 
General Plan:

• Health and Wellness Element goal 3.2 to improve “Angelenos’ mental and physical 
health by striving to equitably increase their access to parks, increasing both their 
number and type throughout the city; prioritizing implementation in most park-poor 
areas of the city.

• Health and Wellness Element goal 3.4 to promote opportunities for physical activity 
for users of all ages and abilities by continuing to improve the quality of existing 
park and open space facilities and creating recreation programs that reflect the 
city’s rich diversity and local community needs.

• Health and Wellness Element goal 3.6 to engage communities and public, private, 
and nonprofit partners in park stewardship by working collectively to develop, 
program, and maintain parks and open spaces: target communities with the lowest 
combination of park access and park standard criteria.

• Housing Element Policy 2.4.3 to develop and implement sustainable design 
standards in public and private open space and street rights-of-way. Increase 
access to open space, parks and green spaces.

• Open Space and Conservation Policy 6.5.2 to establish programs for financing 
open space acquisition, development and maintenance.

• Open Space and Conservation Policy 6.5.5 to establish incentives for the provision 
of publicly accessible open space in conjunction with private development projects.

The proposed Park Fee Ordinance will continue in carrying out the intent of the original 
Quimby Fee and Finn Fee programs which were initiated in response to the City’s 
increased rate of urbanization and the need to preserve open space and provide parks 
and recreation facilities for growing communities. The proposed new ordinance will 
improve upon the current fee program in the following manner: update the fee structure, 
expand the fee expenditure radius and encourage land dedication.

Update Fee Structure - In order to address the outdated fee structure, the 
proposed Park Fee Ordinance will consist of a new park impact fee for non
subdivision projects to help the City meet the park needs of new residents. There 
will also be an update to the subdivision project in-lieu fee to better match the cost 
of land and park build out.
Expand Fee Expenditure Radius - The proposed Park Fee Ordinance proposes to 
expand the radius around a project site within which the collected fees can be

a.

b.
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spent. Also, revise outdated definitions of recreation site and facilities which 
impede expenditure and expand definitions to include regional parks.
Encourage Land Dedication - The proposed Park Fee Ordinance suggests the 
expansion of credit options for private or public parks provided beyond Zoning 
Code requirements. In addition, the ordinance would require a predevelopment 
meeting for large projects to review land dedication options at the early stages of 
project approval.

c.

General Plan Amendment
The General Plan Amendment (GPA) amends the Public Recreation Plan of the Service 
Systems Element of the Los Angeles City General Plan to revise the outdated definitions 
of recreation site and facilities to reflect the current conditions and needs for park and 
recreational space.

Chapter 6 of Framework Element of the General Plan states:
• Park standards do not reflect current conditions and needs.
• Standards for various categories of parks, which were created when the availability 

of open space was not as limited, should be re-examined in view of changing 
population and urban form dynamics. If the population continues to grow and the 
amount of open space available remains more or less the same, the discrepancy 
between what is and what should be will continue to widen.

Chapter 9 of Framework Element of the General Plan policies:
• 9.23.5 Re-evaluate the current park standards and develop modified standards 

which recognize urban parks, including multi-level facilities, smaller sites, more 
intense use of land, public/private partnerships and so on. (P14)

• 9.23.7 Establish guidelines for developing non-traditional public park spaces like 
community gardens, farmer's markets, and public plazas. (P14)

The General Plan Amendment implements the Framework Element’s calls for action to 
re-evaluate and revise the current Park Standard set by the Public Recreation Plan, a 
portion of the Service Systems Element of the City’s General Plan. The Plan provides 
recreational definitions, standards, and policies, emphasizing neighborhood and 
community recreational sites for the City. It also identifies the types of facilities typically 
provided at these facilities. However, the highly restrictive service radius for different park 
types has resulted in the city’s limited ability to create new parks in certain neighborhoods. 
The list of allowable park facility type is outdated and out of context for an urbanized City. 
In addition, the list of facilities do not provide the City with the needed flexibility to respond 
to community-driven and place-appropriate facilities such as community gardens and 
trails. This amendment is a direct response to those issues. It revises the definition of 
parks of different levels and increases flexibility in how parks can be built, which conforms 
to the purposes, intents and provisions outlined in the Framework Element of the General 
Plan.

2. In accordance with Charter Section 558 (b) (2), the proposed ordinance 
(Exhibit A) is in substantial conformance with public necessity, convenience, 
general welfare and good zoning practice.
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Code Amendment
The proposed Park Fee Ordinance does not alter the overall intent of the current Quimby 
Program or the Finn Fee Program. The goal of the proposed Park Fee Ordinance is to 
ensure that all residential project applicants share in the cost of acquiring, developing, 
and improving park and recreation facilities.

It is necessary to acquire and develop new park and recreational facilities to serve the 
new residential population and to maintain the existing service level and parks. Also, open 
space provides people with access to nature which can improve physical, social and 
mental health.

General Plan Amendment
Abundant and accessible parks and open space are essential components of healthy and 
sustainable neighborhoods. Park and recreational facilities offer opportunities for physical 
activity, safe places for families and children, and spaces for social interaction. The 
Southern California Association of Governments Regional Growth Forecast estimates 
that the City will add significantly more people during the coming decades. Therefore, it 
is necessary to acquire and develop new park and recreational facilities to serve the new 
residential population and to maintain service levels.

The plan amendment which revises the definition of parks at different levels will help 
remove the existing constraints for park development, and allow more parks to be 
established through land dedication or collection of park fees; therefore it supports the 
growing public need for park and recreational space, as well as the general welfare of the 
community.

CEQA Findings

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), this proposed 
project is exempt pursuant to General Exemption Article 19, Sections: 15273, Rates, 
Tolls, Fares, and Charges, a(4); 15378, Project, b(4); and Categorical Exemption 
sections: 15301, Existing Facilities (Class 1); 15302, Replacement or Reconstruction 
(Class 2); 15303, New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures (Class 3); 15304, 
Minor Alterations to Land (Class 4); 15316, Transfer of Ownership of Land in Order to 
Create Parks (Class 16);
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RESOLUTION

This resolution amends the definitions of park sites and recreational amenities and 
facilities within the Public Recreation Plan of the Service Systems Element of the City of Los 
Angeles General Plan

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles provides public recreation, parks, beaches, multiuse 
trails, and open space facilities and sites within the City of Los Angeles;

WHEREAS, abundant and accessible parks and open space are essential components 
of healthy and sustainable neighborhoods and park and recreational facilities offer opportunities 
for physical activity, safe places for families and children, spaces for social interaction, access to 
nature, and places for mental respite;

WHEREAS, people who live within walking distance of a park or recreational facility are 
more likely to engage in physical activity;

WHEREAS, parks and open space provide people with access to nature which can 
improve psychological, social, and medical health;

WHEREAS, parks and open space provide aesthetic and environmental benefits such 
as urban cooling, stormwater management, and carbon and pollution sequestration, which can 
mitigate the impacts of pollution;

WHEREAS, parks and open space enhance property values, increase municipal 
revenues, and attract home buyers, workers, and tourists;

WHEREAS, the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) Regional 
Growth Forecast estimates that the City will add significantly more people during the coming 
decades. New residential construction in Los Angeles is necessary to accommodate the 
additional population;

WHEREAS, new residential construction should not diminish the City’s park and 
recreational facilities or reduce the service level currently provided by the City;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to acquire and develop new park and recreational facilities to 
serve the new residential population and to maintain the existing service level;

WHEREAS, residential development projects that do not subdivide the land upon which 
units are constructed add population to the City and increase the demand for park and 
recreational facilities to the same extent as residential development projects which require land 
subdivision;

WHEREAS, the City’s General Plan includes a number of policies to maintain and 
increase both the number and type of park and recreational facilities in the City, including 
identifying potential funding opportunities for new recreation and park facilities;
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WHEREAS, the City’s Health and Wellness Element of the General Plan strives for the 
equitable distribution of park and space in every Los Angeles neighborhood;

WHEREAS, three City Council motions called for a reexamination of the Park Fee 
policies, including adjusting park fee credits to reflect current costs of construction (Council File 
07-3619), developing a proposed fee charged to developers of new market rate apartments to 
be used to purchase open space (Council File 07-3387-S2), and reviewing the requirements 
regarding the service radius for park acquisition and to recommend how the General Plan and 
the Municipal Code should be amended to the City’s goals (Council File 05-1562);

WHEREAS, a combined Recreation and Parks Department and Department of City 
Planning working group and a Park Advisory Committee researched and discussed the primary 
issues associated with the City’s park and recreation and regulations, including service radius, 
park level of service, qualifying parks, credits for on-site recreational amenities, deferrals for 
low-income housing, land dedication, residential fee schedule, and expanding park fees to other 
residential uses;

WHEREAS, the City has completed a nexus study of recreation and park impact fees 
and a review of reference city policies and impact fees;

WHEREAS, establishing a park and recreational impact fee for all residential 
development will require all project applicants to pay a fair share of the cost of acquiring, 
developing, and improving park and recreational facilities in the City;

WHEREAS, the fees established by this ordinance are based upon and do not exceed 
the cost of providing capital recreation and park facilities and sites necessitated by new 
residential development for which the fees are imposed.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LOS ANGELES AS FOLLOWS:

The Public Recreation Plan of the Service Systems Element of the Los Angeles City General 
Plan is amended to read as follows:

The Public Recreation Plan-Section 1 consists of this text and the map on the other side of this 
sheet.

The Public Recreation Plan-Section 1 is a portion of the Service Systems Element of the Los 
Angeles City General Plan. This section of the Plan emphasizes addresses neiahborhood.-anel 
community, and regional recreation sites and facilities.. community buildings gymnasiums, 
swimming-peels-and tennis courts. Subsequent sections will address other facilities.
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PURPOSES

Use of the Plan

The Public Recreation Plan —Section.1 consists of this text and the map on the other side of
this sheet. The plan map shows, in an illustrative manner, the general location of recreational 
sites on a citywide basis. More specific locations are shown on the adopted community plan 
maps.

This seotionof theplan The Public Recreation Plan (Plan) sets forth recreation standards 
guidelines intended to provide a basis for satisfying the needs for neighborhood and community 
city recreational sites. The standards guidelines are not intended to set an upper limit for the 
areas of parks, recreational sites or other types of open space. Instead, they are intended to 
provide the City with a flexible and broad range of options on how park expenditures can be 
spent across the city.

The Public Recreation Plan 
regional recreational sites and parks because of their immediate importance to the daily lives of 
the City's people, especially its children. In addition, this Plan elevates the importance of 
regional parks as community resources for active and passive recreational activity. It includes 
policies and programs to meet the needs for community-buildings, swimming pools and tennis
courts a broad range of recreational facilities. Other types of facilities will.be added after
additional.studies.have.been made. This section of the Plan is to be continually revised to meet
expanding needs for neighborhood and community recreational sites.

In view of the limited availability of funds for acquisition and development of recreational sites, 
the Plan suggests that priority be given to those presently underserved areas of the City which 
have the greatest need for recreational sites and facilities.

Programs are intended to carry out the policies and accomplish the objectives of the Public 
Recreation Plan- Section 1. This section of the Plan does not mandate the City to commence 
any new programs which may require the expenditure of work-hours or funds.

neighborhood, -end-community, and

Objectives of the Plan

The objectives for the Public Recreation Plan - Section 1 are based on recognized planning 
principles City's recreational sites and facilities and are as follows:

• To provide a guide for the orderly development of publiclv-accessible recreational sites 
and facilities in the City the Citv!s public-recreational facilities.

• To provide long-range standards guidelines for use in connection with new subdivisions, 
intensification of existing residential development, or redevelopment of blighted 
residential areas as described under general local recreation standards.

• To develop and locate publiclv-accessible recreational sites and public facilities to 
provide the greatest benefit to the greatest number of people at the least cost and with 
the least environmental impact.

• To provide a guide of priorities for the acquisition and development of public recreational 
facilities.

• To further refine and carry out the goals and objectives set forth in the Concept and 
Citywide Plan for recreation.
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DEFINITIONS

A-Neighborhood Recreational Sites and Facilities- should provide space and faoitities 
amenities for outdoor and indoor recreational activities. It is intended to serve residents of all 
ages and abilities in its their immediate neighborhood. Neighborhood recreation sites and 
facilities should be based on local community preferences, allow for both active and passive 
recreation for users of all ages and abilities, and be site-appropriate and suitable for the 
intended recreational activity. Facilities are typically.provided.for the following activities;

handicraftssoftball soccer

basketball------ football lawn games 

shuffleboard—small children’svolleyball 

handball. table games

Facilities.to meet the special needs of particular neighborhood should also be provided: When
available, A community building they should be transit accessible and available with facilities for 
meetings, dances, dramatic productionSi and arts and crafts, and other communitv-desired 
activities. Off-street parking should be provided whenever possible.

A-Community Recreational Sites and Facilities - should be designed to serve residents of all 
ages and abilities in several surrounding neighborhoods. Its facilities amenities serve a much 
wider interest range than do those of a neighborhood site. The typical community recreational 
site or facility may offers recreational facilities for organized activities baseball diamonds; 
combined football and soccer fields, tennis-and-handball courts, and a swimming pool, in 
addition to the facilities amenities provided for neighborhood sites and facilities and specialized 
facilities as may be needed to meet the needs of the community.

A-Regional Park-Recreational Sites and FacilitiestGenerally over 50 Acres) - provides
specialized recreational facilities that have a regional draw such as lakes,.golf courses;
campgrounds, wilderness areas and museums, which normally serve persons living throughout 
the Los Angeles basin. A regional park recreational site or facility may include, or emphasize, 
exceptional scenic attractions. A regional park recreational site or facility may also contain the 
types of facilities amenities provided in neighborhood and community recreational sites.

School Playgrounds of the Los Angeles Gfty Unified School District may supplement local 
recreational sites. They are open for a limited number of after school hours each day during the 
school year and on a full day schedule during the summer.
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STANDARDS GUIDELINES

A satisfactory recreation system must measure up to accepted standards guidelines in three 
several respects: ftrstr there must be sufficient land area set aside for recreation; second,- the 
recreation area must be properly equitably distributed in-residential areas throughout the City; 
third, there must be facilities to meet different recreational needs- including both active and 
passive recreation- and provision for residents of all ages and abilities: and the Department of 
Recreation and Parks should have the ability to develop and use flexible criteria to adapt and 
respond to the urgent need for parks, open spaces, and recreational facilities and the allocation 
of resources, -groups. Recreational sites and fRacilities should be provided at the neighborhood, 
community-and-regional levels a broad range of levels that collectively help communities reach 
the recommended park acreage. An overall provision of 10 acres of land per 1,000 persons for 
total recreational sites and facilities is recommended. A minimum of 10% of the total land area 
should be in public recreation or open space.

The location and allocation of acreage for neighborhood, and community, and recreational sites, 
regional recreational sites and facilities should be determined by the Department of Recreation 
and Parks on the basis of the service radius within residential areas throughout the City. No 
park site should be diminished in size or removed from any service area unless the required 
acreage is replaced within that district or unless the need is diminished due to population 
changes.

Local Recreational Standards- Long range

• Neighborhood Recreational Sites and Facilities. The following guidelines may apply 
to neighborhood recreational sites: should be provided at a minimum of 2 acres per 
1,000 persons:-The following standards should apply:lf coordinated and used with a 
school playground, up to one-half the acreage of the playground may be counted toward 
the total acreage required, but a school playground alone is not likely to suffice to 
properly serve a neighborhood.

• The service radius of a neighborhood recreational site or facility should generally be 
within walking distance of the site, is approximately one-half mile.

• The site or facility park space should be located within a neighborhood so that users are 
not required to cross a major arterial street or highway when walking to the site.

• The type of activities and programs conducted at each neighborhood site or facility 
should be determined by measuring the desires of the clientele in the area served. Care 
must be taken to provide activities for residents’ of all ages and abilities groups within 
the neighborhood.

• The population characteristics of each area served should be used in determining the 
general facilities required.

• The recommended service levels for neighborhood sites and facilities is 2 acres per 
1,000 residents.

Community Recreational Sites and Facilities. The following guidelines may apply to
community recreational sites: should.be.provided.at a.minimum of 2.acres per-4.-0QQ
persons; The following standards.should apply:.The.minimum-desirable acreageper
recreation and park site.is 15 acres, ideal is 20 acres. Community recreational sites and
facilities can be of any size, but are generally larger than neighborhood parks. 
Community-serving recreational amenities may be included on smaller sites that have a 
larger geographic draw, e.q. a swimming pool on a smaller parcel.
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If coordinated with high school or junior high school site, up to one-half the required 
acreage may be fulfilled by the school play area.
The service radius of a community site is approximately 2 miles should generally be 
accessible within a relatively short bike, bus, or car trip.
The community pafk site or facility should be easily accessible to the area served.
The community park site or facility may serve several neighborhoods.
The types of activities available at the community park site or facility should be 
determined by measuring the desires of the population served.
The recommended service levels for community sites and facilities are 2 acres per 1,000 
residents.

Regional Recreational Sites and Facilities. The following guidelines may apply to regional
recreational sites:

Regional recreational sites and facilities can be large urban recreational sites or can be 
smaller sites or facilities that draw visitors from across the City.
The service radius of a regional recreational site should generally be within a reasonable
drive.
Regional sites or facilities should serve the entire City
Regional sites or facilities typically include a broad range of facilities that are appropriate 
for large parks of that size and have a large regional draw.
The population characteristics of each area served should be used in determining the 
general facilities reouired.
The recommended service levels for regional recreational sites and facilities are 6 acres
per 1,000 residents.

Community Plan Standards-^hort and Intermediate Range

The Local Recreation Standards are long range and may-not be reached during the life of this
Plan. The-feHowing standards have been used for most of the adopted.community plans and are
inoluded-in this Plan as short and intermediate standards-fer park acreage:

A. For Neighborhood Parks-1 acre per 1,000 persons; service radius 1 mile.
B. For Community Parks-1 acre per 1,000 persons; service radius 2 miles.

POLICIES

Recreational facilities and services should be provided for all segments of the population on 
the basis of present and future projected needs, the local recreational standards, and the 
City's ability to finance.

• Park and recreation sites shall be acquired and developed first in those areas of the City 
found to be most deficient in terms of the recreation standards.

• Recreational use should be considered for available open space and unused or underused 
land, particularly publicly owned lands having potential for multiple uses.

• High priority will be given to areas of the City which have the fewest recreational services 
and the greatest numbers of potential users.

6



PROGRAMS

• Continue to include land acquisition for park and recreational purposes as a regular item in 
the City's Five Year Capital Improvement Program.

• Prepare a priority schedule based on greatest need for acquiring and developing park and 
recreational sites.

• Seek federal, state and private fundsvjo implement acquisition and development of parks 
and recreational facilities.

• Establish policies to facilitate donation of parks to the City.

• Lease or acquire unused or abandoned properties suitable for recreational activities.

• Encourage multiple use of public properties such as power line or flood control rights of way, 
debris basins, reservoir sites, etc., for recreation.

POLICIES - Community Buildings/Gymnasiums

• Park community buildings should be designated as large and flexible structures to permit a 
wide variety of recreation activities, meeting the needs of all groups and special interests, to 
adequately serve the current and future community.

• The availability of community buildings/gymnasiums will be based on the needs of the local 
population between the ages of 7 to 34. It is this age range which most uses gymnasiums.

PROGRAMS - Community Buildings/ Gymnasiums

• Use the areas of Public Community Building Deficiency identified in the Public Recreation 
Plan -Section 1, Background Report as guides for locating new community buildings as 
funds become available. A program for updating the Table and Public Community Building 
Maps by the Department of Recreation and Parks and the Planning Department should be 
initiated as important changes in population, land use and facilities occur.

• Encourage the Los Angeles City School District to remove the emergency energy 
curtailment program which results in the closure of two-thirds of its public gymnasium 
facilities one night a week on rotation, and to reactivate the closing only in times of 
demonstrated emergency.

• The Department of Recreation and Parks should develop standard sets of criteria and 
designs for local recreation center buildings.

• Design of new community buildings should, include a gymnasium with a minimum size 
which would permit basketball play. It is desirable that the gymnasium be large enough to 
permit a regulation size high school basketball court.
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POLICIES - Swimming Pools

• Swimming pool service levels will be based on the needs of the local population between 
the ages of 6 to 20. It is this age range which most use public pools.

• New pools should be located to maximize use in various swimming programs. Where 
possible, new pools should be located on or near junior high school or high school sites.

PROGRAMS - Swimming Pools

• Use the areas of Public Swimming Pool Deficiency identified in the Public Recreation Plan - 
Section 1 Background Report as guides for locating new swimming pools as funds become 
available. A program for updating the Table and Public Swimming Pool Maps by the 
Department of Recreation and Parks and the Planning Department should be initiated as 
important changes in population, land use and facilities occur.

• The Department of Recreation and Parks and the Los Angeles City School District should 
continue and expand the cooperative efforts regarding joint use of swimming pools.

• The City of Los Angeles should continue to locate new swimming pools at junior high school 
and high school sites where appropriate.

POLICIES - Tennis Courts

• Tennis service levels will be based on the needs of the local population between the ages of 
10 to 61. It is this age range which most use tennis courts.

• Use of existing and future tennis courts should be maximized through design, lighting and 
operation.

PROGRAMS - Tennis Courts

• Use the areas of Public Tennis Court Deficiency Identified in the Public Recreation Plan - 
Section 1 Background Report as guides for locating new tennis facilities as funds become 
available. A program for updating the Table and the Public Tennis Court Maps by the 
Department of Recreation and Parks and the Planning Department should be initiated as 
important changes in population, land use and facilities occur.

• Continue the program of designing new facilities with night lighting adequately shielded to 
assure the privacy of adjacent residential uses.

• Continue the program of illuminating unlighted public park tennis courts and encourage 
lighting of school tennis faculties facilities in tennis court deficient areas when funds become 
available.

• Continue the program of building tennis courts in groups rather than one at a time.
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