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Bruce Favish <favishlaw@gmail.com> Fri, Feb 24, 2017 at 9:05 AM
To: sharon.dickinson@lacity.org
Cc: alice.roth@iacity.org, Roma Fleisher <roma.fleisher@gmaii.com>, Robin Leabman <RobinLeabman@gmail.com>, Karen 
Ryan <karenanneryan@gmail.com>

Dear Councilman Ryu,

I am writing in support of your motion designating the Bob and Dolores Hope Estate a Historic- 
Cultural Monument.

My partner, Roma Fleisher, and I own a condominium and live at 4444 Moorpark Way, just around 
the corner from the Hope Estate. We were here through the years when the Estate was a special 
place open to neighbors on Halloween. We have enjoyed walking by the estate for years on our 
neighborhood walks and it is always a place of keen interest to out-of-town friends and family.

Over the years we have visited and enjoyed many estates which heirs and/or civic leaders had the 
foresight and generosity to preserve for the perpetual enjoyment and enrichment of the public.
Some places which quickly come to mind are the Huntington Library in Pasadena, Greystone 
Mansion in Beverly Hills, Will Rogers Park in Pacific Palisades, Descanso Gardens in La Canada 
Flintridge, Villa Aurora in Pacific Palisades, and the William S. Hart Museum & Park in Santa 
Clarita. It overstates the obvious that the contributions of these types of properties set aside for 
enduring public education, recreation and enrichment immeasurably outweigh the value of 
sacrificing the limited opportunities for such preservation in favor of private enrichment and 
housing density. Toluca Lake is a largely unknown jewel but other than neighboring Griffith Park 
and a few smaller parks nearby, boasts little open space or historical and cultural sites of its own 
(other than the other famous Bob with the checkered overalls and funny cowlick whose flagship 
restaurant was designated as a “STATE POINT OF HISTORICAL INTEREST” by the state of 
California). The home of Toluca Lake's other famous Bob is at least as deserving of preservation 
and public dedication.

Unfortunately, other property owned by the Hope family or trust across from the Estate was turned 
over for development and, sadly, has resulted in two of the most unattractive, out-sized and out-of­
place homes in all of Toluca Lake. This is exhibit A of what squandered opportunities for 
preservation look like. I would have rather seen a lovely pocket park across from the Hop Estate 
which would have enriched thousands of citizens in perpetuity. Acts which benefit the long-term 
public good over short-term private sector interests, are never a bad idea.

Thank you for your efforts to preserve the Hope Estate, at least in part. I will not be able to attend 
the hearing on February 28 but ask that my email be placed in the record supporting the motion.
Feel free to have it read into the record at the hearing as well. Also, I believe from speaking with 
other owners in our condominium complex (some of whom are particularly concerned with 
increased density and traffic in our neighborhood which would result from development of the 
Estate property), that there is broad support for your motion.

Sincerely,

jUS/ceecs
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support, Councilman, David Ryu’s motion to designate 2 acres of the Bob Hope 
Estate at 10350 West Moorpark St, Toluca Lake, CA 91602 as a City Historic-Cultural 
Monument under the procedures of Section 22.171.10 of the Administrative Code. 
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Cdbwrtxt P»» CrttOXtttl«> Plan A*«a lUfMtfc Rdr*m Sur-tv-ha
(^rttdiie^ dis J-tcjw E*u*t» m oit»*k cckbod)fe( Ibe ihcite «f a mltfcm M *f tftfvmr.i 
r«nA3u>Uw(tttrjilMcuJmlrtCD, )VC$>1*£A BobKefckatfapn|tru:c«m*»»co«i^acl»i. 
Ujiftt avd Iffwff. He VOtk Air Sitr-J}' A»wd» o*K hupli?uUnM **Ahi

h ii inapemive (Jut ik C*t>> loim'<dwJ *«««»«« fcUbfjt«dari to bUu».^t 
ovtMcci-^e pcaavnl Jet futile icaotftmtt- Tlx Ilupc £<uu. boMl «n T&tuo Lamy<wjutfc$i<a.innirduKrt«tuoeu«mdioicjJ*ttotrcD«^i?crnifitflfifvrTciijo I sti 
e*jhtyt1WrtL *f hfemUbd m Sun«yLA

t TMEXEFW UOn tbuikCnailtlMBW,
(4 ik Owaanm Cudc, and pkau lu tik 23 ofik Ktb Af (he City Cmal, ** ilwv »f» 
i*#i <,» ul« a*it*d4«tc mmb a« iW* main AM)iLmk>caUii fiioc ft>» kubabawtaft
i i'il- Cig Tiwiril Mtir)Hf>nfitrf(iTilin n#tr rfift/‘t‘^r'-f—

IFURTHEK MOVE b AcCbmdl fflfettcaMMdmtflAtf Jfc H** Leut. iww! * 
HOP Wnt MMiut Stmt. ToJuU tahfe CA f)HS.«n CWj M^ortc-Cuhirfil Mnwmrvr 

ike pw^ida pfSodin 22.PI. Mof (btA4«M"toi*tiv» Code, w! »ww: t* Ptejuunj 
LJctuiiRoki I0|*crwt ibt Hi*iM.-W*0Cw»*i Mmncal af»f4»cu«
bj cbe04wnJJI«aipCMy5Ujt«».

( FLUTlIEA MOVfS tut cfxa kvwm w# dir ffpeuioc. twCdhual tfmu^ 
CorurtiiMrn whmil if irprct <AMMicc^AiiPO *4 toe Cftiwwl wpt^wqt the c(
Hopt1 EiurbAe City* foie! Hiiitnl»‘CiJ,vjl iLuiirtitni

C\ C: t
.y

Ciukcihutfcbeir <p'Dk,ifiii

bit ijVUl'H M s^3

X.
signature

^-ax-Tzcc
Phone Number Email

Email to Councilman David Ryu's Toluca Lake Deputy,
Alice Roth: alice.roth@lacitv.org nr \ ; v . •• . . -
Or Mail to David Ryu:
10116 Riverside Drive, Room 200 Toluca Lake, CA 91602 Phone: f8l8) 755-7630

mailto:alice.roth@lacitv.org

