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neighborhood council

December 17, 2013 
 
 
Hon. Mike Bonin, 
Councilman CD11 
200 N. Main Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
 
Dear Mike  
 
The Venice Neighborhood Council (VNC) held a Special meeting on December 2, 2013 
to discuss City recommendations to enhance public safety on Ocean Front Walk.    The 
results and vote counts are included below: 
 
Motions:   
 
A  AUTOMATED RETRACTABLE BOLLARD SYSTEM  
  
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA should 
not install automated bollards due to the cost of installation and maintenance, and 
potential for failure.  
ACTION: Motion passed TE/CR 12-1-1  
  
B GATE AND BOLLARD SYSTEM  
  
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA should not 
install a lockable gate system because it will obstruct delivery, restrict handicap access, 
and is potentially dangerous in crowded panic situation.   
ACTION: Motion passed TE/CR 12-0-2  
  
C HARD STREET CLOSURES  
  
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA should 
not install steel and concrete bollards at OFW, but does support the use of functional 
and artistic obstructions that may include welcome arches, bike racks, statues, art, 
monuments, and concrete seating areas that do not obstruct ocean views and beach 
access.  These items should be placed close enough together to block vehicles, but far 
enough apart to allow pedestrian, wheelchair and hand-delivery access to the 
boardwalk. Navy, Brooks, Market, 17th, and 18th shall remain open for emergency 
access. Venice Bl, Washington, and Rose shall remain open for emergency access and 
public parking.  
 
Further, the Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA consult the 
community of Venice and the VNC regarding the use of local art and artists in the 
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design and construction of these Hard Street Closures.  
ACTION:   
Motion made TE/CR  
Substitute motion made SG/TE  
Substitute motion amended HH/CR 13-1-1  
Substitute motion approved as amended SG/TE 13-1-1  
  
D TEMPORARY BOLLARDS  
  
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA removes 
the temporary bollards on OFW because they are unsightly, ineffective, broken, and are 
a pedestrian safety hazard.  
ACTION:   
Motion to postpone and refer back to committee failed SK/SA 1-13-1  
MK/CR amended motion: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City 
of LA repairs the ineffective and temporary bollards and makes them more attractive. 
Failed 2-12-2  
Motion approved TE/CR 13-2-1  
  
E SIGNAGE   
  
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA removes 
the “Dead End”, “Road Closed” and “Do Not Enter” signs, and replace them with 
“Welcome to Venice Beach”, “Pedestrians Only” and directional signs for parking where 
appropriate, ie Speedway, because the existing signs are unsightly, unwelcoming, and 
obstruct the view of the beach.  
ACTION:   
Motion made TE/SA   
Motion to postpone failed MS/ESW 3-9-2  
MK/CR amended motion: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City 
of LA in addition to, “Dead End”, “Road Closed” and “Do Not Enter” signs, add 
“Pedestrians Only” and directional signs for parking where appropriate. Failed 3-6-7  
Motion failed TE/SA 1-7-8  
   
F SECURITY CAMERAS  
  
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA should not 
install security cameras on OFW, because they are an invasion of privacy, as they have 
historically been poorly maintained, and they would be technologically unfeasible.   
Public Comment: Ron Kramer, Gary Harris  
ACTION: Motion failed TE/SA 0-9-7  
  
NEW SECURITY CAMERAS MOTION  
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA should  
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install security cameras on OFW, and ensure they are properly maintained.  
ACTION: Motion failed SK/MK 4-5-7  
  
G LIGHTING  
  
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council supports lighting upgrades as the number 
one priority of the RAP Assessment, and recommends vast expansion of lighting on 
OFW, the bike path and Speedway, using green, LED and solar technology as a crime 
deterrent, safety measure, and to support commerce on the boardwalk.  
Public Comment: Colleen Saro  
ACTION: MS calls question 14-0-1  
Motion approved TE/SA 14-0-1  
  
H INCREASED LAPD FOOT PATROL  
  
MOTION: Whereas, at the OFW Public Safety Town Hall held in October 2013, the 
people of Venice overwhelmingly agreed that the number one issue surrounding safety 
on OFW is a marked decrease in Police Presence on the boardwalk in recent years.  
  
Therefore, be it resolved that:  
1. The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends demands that LAPD must increase 
the number of officers on the boardwalk beat, specifically on foot patrol, as there is a 
dramatic difference in interaction with citizens when officers are on foot, versus in a 
vehicle of any sort.     
   
2. Police presence should be 24/7, as nighttime patrol is paramount to safety.    
  
3. “Education”, “Community-Style Policing”, “Training Specific to the Boardwalk”, and 
“Even- Enforcement” of all ordinances, including 42.15, should be the standard.   
  
4. The Police Substation at Windward should be “open and staffed” 24/7.  
Public Comment: Colleen Saro, Gonzo Rock  
ACTION: Motion amended MS/CR 13-2-1  
Motion as amended approved TE/CR 15-0-1  
   
I OPEN AND CLEAN ALL PUBLIC RESTROOMS  
  
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA 
MAINTAIN, CLEAN DAILY, and KEEP OPEN ALL public restrooms in the Park 
DURING PARK HOURS.  
ACTION: Motion approved TE/SK 15-0-1  
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J MAINTAIN BIKE PATH  
  
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA, in 
conjunction with the County of LA, maintain the bike path by sweeping sand from the 
path DAILY, and mitigating sand build-up on the grassy knolls between the path and the 
boardwalk, as sand on the bike path is major safety concern.  
ACTION: Motion approved TE/SK 15-0-1  
  
K WARN, BAG AND TAG PROGRAM  
  
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of Los Angeles  
implement a Warn, Bag & Tag program similar to the program currently in use in 
Downtown Los Angeles for reasons of public safety. The VNC should be consulted as to 
the storage location.  
Public Comment: Daryl Barnet,   
In Favor: Ron Kramer, Gary Harris, Carl Lambert, Vlad Popescu,  
Against: Mike Chambness  
ACTION: Amended to motion: “The VNC should be consulted as to the storage 
location.”  
(language added) approved MK/CR 13-0-3  
Motion as amended approved TE/CR 14-0-1  
   
L VOLUNTARY STORAGE PROGRAM  
  
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City initiate a 
voluntary storage program to move unsightly piles of property out of the public view and 
to reduce blight and enhance public cleanliness, public safety and greatly improve the 
visitor experience on Ocean Front Walk and surrounding areas. It shall be located at a 
site to be determined, with input from the community and LAPD, to provide safe storage 
for the personal property of un- housed local residents. The site should not be on Ocean 
Front Walk.  
Public Comment: Daryl Barnett, Gonzo Rock  
In Favor: Fernando Garces, Steve Clare, Xaime Casillas, Eleu Navarro, Mike 
Chambness, Stephanie Tatro, Jessica Lin, Clark Davis, Roberto Santana  
Against: Ron Kramer, Gary Harris  
ACTION: Motion made SG/CR, LL recuses herself  
TE/CR amendment to motion: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the 
City initiate a voluntary storage program to move unsightly piles of property out of the 
public view and to reduce blight and enhance public cleanliness, public safety and 
greatly improve the visitor experience on Ocean Front Walk and surrounding areas and 
to provide safe storage for the personal property of un-housed local residents. It shall be 
located at a site to be determined by the community and LAPD, but not on Ocean Front 
Walk. Approved 12-2-1.  
Amended motion defeated SG/CR 5-7-3  
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Sincerely, 
 

 
Linda Lucks,  
President,  
Venice Neighborhood Council 
 
 
Cc: 
 
City Attorney  
Mike Feuer  lacityatty@lacity.org  
 
LA City Planning and Zoning 
Michael LoGrande, Director of Planning  Michael.logrande@lacity.org 
 
Zoning Administrator:  
Linn Wyatt, Chief Zoning Administator   linn.wyatt@lacity.org 
Greg Shoop, Zoning Administrator   <greg.shoop@lacity.org> 
 
Police Department: 
Charlie Beck, Chief of Police, Charlie.beck@lapd.lacity.org 
Captain Brian Johnson, brian.johnson@lapd.lacity.org 
 
Fire Department: 
James Featherstone, Fire Chief, james.featherstone@lacity.org 
 
Recreation and Parks Department: 
Michael Shull, General Manager, Michael.a.shull@lacity.org 
 
Council District 11 
Councilmember Mike Bonin: mike.bonin@lacity.org 
Tricia.Keane, Senior Planner to Councilmember Bonin  Tricia.Keane@lacity.org 
Mark Grant, Special Assistant to Councilmember Bonin  mark.grant@lacity.org 
Cecilia Castillo, Field Deputy to Councilmember Bonin  cecilia.castillo@lacity.org 
 
Venice Neighborhood Council 
Venice Neighborhood Council, board@venicenc.org 
Jake Kaufman, Chair of Land Use and Planning Committee, Jake@Jake90291.com 
Secretary of Venice Neighborhood Council, secretary@venicenc.org 
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Special Board of Officers Meeting Agenda 
Westminster Elementary School (Auditorium) 

1010 Abbot Kinney Blvd, Venice, 90291 
Monday, December 2, 2013 at 7:00 PM 

BOARD MEETINGS: The Venice Neighborhood Council holds its regular meetings on the third Tuesday of the month and may also call any 
additional required special meetings in accordance with its Bylaws and the Brown Act.  All are welcome to attend. 
TRANSLATION Services: Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de notificar a la oficina 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. Si 
necesita asistencia con esta notificación, por favor llame a nuestra oficina 213.473.5391. 
POSTING: In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5 the agenda and non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all 
of the board members in advance of regular and special meetings may be viewed at Groundworks Coffee (671 Rose Ave.), Penmar Park 
(1341 Lake St), Beyond Baroque (681 Venice Blvd), the Venice Library (501 S. Venice Blvd), Oakwood Recreation Center (767 California 
St.), The Venice Ale House (425 Ocean Front Walk), and the VNC website (http://www.venicenc.org), or at the scheduled meeting. For a 
copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact the VNC secretary at secretary@venicenc.org. 
PUBLIC COMMENT: The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” to address the Board on any Old or New Business item on the 
agenda and the Treasurer’s Report. Comments from the public on these agenda items will be heard only when that item is being considered. 
Comments from the public on other agenda matters or on matters not appearing on the agenda but within the Board's subject matter 
jurisdiction will be heard during the Public Comment period. Public comment is limited to two (2) minutes per speaker, unless modified by the 
presiding officer of the Board. No new speaker cards will be accepted once Public Comment has begun. 
DISABILITY POLICY: The Venice Neighborhood Council complies with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act and does not 
discriminate on the basis of any disability.  Upon request, the Venice Neighborhood Council will provide reasonable accommodations to 
ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities.  Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids 
and/or services may be provided upon request. 

**ALL ITEMS ON THE AGENDA VOTED UNANIMOUSLY UNLESS NOTED** 
 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call (7:00PM – 5 minutes) 

Meeting called to order in memory of Guillermo Carmona-Perez, a young man murdered in his    
prime; and Ita Bayer, 92 year old lifetime resident of  Venice.   May they rest in peace.  
PRESENT: LL IK, ESW HH, TE, SK, HS TW, SG, AM MSo, SA, MK, CR, MS, KV, 
ABSENT:  EM, BJ, JK, MSlo, OK,  

 
2. Pledge Of Allegiance (7:05PM -- 5 minutes) 
 
3. Approval of the Agenda (7:10PM – 5 minutes) 

ACTION: Agenda approved CR/ESW 
 
4. Announcements & Public Comment on items not on the Agenda (7:15PM -- 10 minutes) 
 [no more than 1 minute per person – no Board member announcements permitted] 

 
5. Ocean Front Walk Safety (7:25PM -- 120 minutes)  (Tom Elliott – Chair, OFW Comm) 

[For discussion and possible action] 
The Ocean Front Walk, and Public Safety Committees met and deliberated on recommendations 
and suggestions heard at The VNC Public Safety Town Hall on October 29, 2013 and responded 
with the following proposed motions to the Needs Assessment on Public Safety for Venice Beach 
as submitted by the City Recreation and Parks Department:  VNC-OFW-Safety-Report_8-14-
13.pdf)  

 
A    AUTOMATED RETRACTABLE BOLLARD SYSTEM 

 
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA should not install 
automated bollards due to the cost of installation and maintenance, and potential for failure. 
ACTION: Motion passed TE/CR 12-1-1 
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B GATE AND BOLLARD SYSTEM 

 
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA should not install a 
lockable gate system because it will obstruct delivery, restrict handicap access, and is potentially 
dangerous in crowded panic situation.  
ACTION: Motion passed TE/CR 12-0-2 

 
C HARD STREET CLOSURES 

 
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA should not install 
steel and concrete bollards at OFW, but does support the use of functional and artistic 
obstructions that may include welcome arches, bike racks, statues, art, monuments, and 
concrete seating areas that do not obstruct ocean views and beach access.  These items should 
be placed close enough together to block vehicles, but far enough apart to allow pedestrian, 
wheelchair and hand-delivery access to the boardwalk. Navy, Brooks, Market, 17th, and 18th shall 
remain open for emergency access. Venice Bl, Washington, and Rose shall remain open for 
emergency access and public parking. Further, the The Venice Neighborhood Council 
recommends that the City of LA consult the community of Venice and the VNC regarding the use 
of local art and artists in the design and construction of these Hard Street Closures. 
ACTION:  
Motion made TE/CR 
Substitute motion made SG/TE 
Substitute motion amended HH/CR 13-1-1 
Substitute motion approved as amended SG/TE 13-1-1 

 
D TEMPORARY BOLLARDS 

 
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA removes the 
temporary bollards on OFW because they are unsightly, ineffective, broken, and are a pedestrian 
safety hazard. 
ACTION:  
Motion to postpone and refer back to committee failed SK/SA 1-13-1 
MK/CR amended motion: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA 
repairs the ineffective and temporary bollards and makes them more attractive. Failed 2-12-2 
Motion approved TE/CR 13-2-1 
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E SIGNAGE  
 
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA removes the “Dead 
End”, “Road Closed” and “Do Not Enter” signs, and replace them with “Welcome to Venice 
Beach”, “Pedestrians Only” and directional signs for parking where appropriate, ie Speedway, 
because the existing signs are unsightly, unwelcoming, and obstruct the view of the beach. 
ACTION:  
Motion made TE/SA  
Motion to postpone failed MS/ESW 3-9-2 
MK/CR amended motion: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA in 
addition to, “Dead End”, “Road Closed” and “Do Not Enter” signs, add “Pedestrians Only” and 
directional signs for parking where appropriate. Failed 3-6-7 
Motion failed TE/SA 1-7-8 
  

F SECURITY CAMERAS 
 
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA should not install 
security cameras on OFW, because they are an invasion of privacy, as they have historically 
been poorly maintained, and they would be technologically unfeasible.  
Public Comment: Ron Kramer, Gary Harris 
ACTION: Motion failed TE/SA 0-9-7 
 
NEW SECURITY CAMERAS MOTION 
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA should 
install security cameras on OFW, and ensure they are properly maintained. 
ACTION: Motion failed SK/MK 4-5-7 

 
G LIGHTING 

 
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council supports lighting upgrades as the number one 
priority of the RAP Assessment, and recommends vast expansion of lighting on OFW, the bike 
path and Speedway, using green, LED and solar technology as a crime deterrent, safety 
measure, and to support commerce on the boardwalk. 
Public Comment: Colleen Saro 
ACTION: MS calls question 14-0-1 
Motion approved TE/SA 14-0-1 

 
H INCREASED LAPD FOOT PATROL 

 
MOTION: Whereas, at the OFW Public Safety Town Hall held in October 2013, the people of 
Venice overwhelmingly agreed that the number one issue surrounding safety on OFW is a 
marked decrease in Police Presence on the boardwalk in recent years. 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that: 
1. The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends demands that LAPD must increase the 

number of officers on the boardwalk beat, specifically on foot patrol, as there is a dramatic 
difference in interaction with citizens when officers are on foot, versus in a vehicle of any sort.    
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2. Police presence should be 24/7, as nighttime patrol is paramount to safety.   
 
3. “Education”, “Community-Style Policing”, “Training Specific to the Boardwalk”, and “Even-

handed Enforcement” of all ordinances, including 42.15, should be the standard.  
 
4. The Police Substation at Windward should be “open and staffed” 24/7. 
Public Comment: Colleen Saro, Gonzo Rock 
ACTION: Motion amended MS/CR 13-2-1 
Motion as amended approved TE/CR 15-0-1 

  
I OPEN AND CLEAN ALL PUBLIC RESTROOMS 

 
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA MAINTAIN, 
CLEAN DAILY, and KEEP OPEN ALL public restrooms in the Park DURING PARK HOURS. 
ACTION: Motion approved TE/SK 15-0-1 
  

J MAINTAIN BIKE PATH 
 
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA, in conjunction with 
the County of LA, maintain the bike path by sweeping sand from the path DAILY, and mitigating 
sand build-up on the grassy knolls between the path and the boardwalk, as sand on the bike 
path is major safety concern. 
ACTION: Motion approved TE/SK 15-0-1 

 
K WARN, BAG AND TAG PROGRAM 

 
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of Los Angeles 
implement a Warn, Bag & Tag program similar to the program currently in use in Downtown Los 
Angeles for reasons of public safety. The VNC should be consulted as to the storage location. 
Public Comment: Daryl Barnet,  
In Favor: Ron Kramer, Gary Harris, Carl Lambert, Vlad Popescu, 
Against: Mike Chambness 
ACTION: Amended to motion: “The VNC should be consulted as to the storage location.” 
(language added) approved MK/CR 13-0-3 
Motion as amended approved TE/CR 14-0-1 
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L VOLUNTARY STORAGE PROGRAM 
 
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City initiate a voluntary 
storage program to move unsightly piles of property out of the public view and to reduce blight 
and enhance public cleanliness, public safety and greatly improve the visitor experience on 
Ocean Front Walk and surrounding areas. It shall be located at a site to be determined, with 
input from the community and LAPD, to provide safe storage for the personal property of un-
housed local residents. The site should not be on Ocean Front Walk. 
Public Comment: Daryl Barnett, Gonzo Rock 
In Favor: Fernando Garces, Steve Clare, Xaime Casillas, Eleu Navarro, Mike Chambness, 
Stephanie Tatro, Jessica Lin, Clark Davis, Roberto Santana 
Against: Ron Kramer, Gary Harris 
ACTION: Motion made SG/CR, LL recuses herself 
TE/CR amendment to motion: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City 
initiate a voluntary storage program to move unsightly piles of property out of the public view and 
to reduce blight and enhance public cleanliness, public safety and greatly improve the visitor 
experience on Ocean Front Walk and surrounding areas and to provide safe storage for the 
personal property of un-housed local residents. It shall be located at a site to be determined by 
the community and LAPD, but not on Ocean Front Walk. Approved 12-2-1. 
Amended motion defeated SG/CR 5-7-3 

 
6. New Business 
 [For discussion and possible action] 

 NOTE: The OFW Committee did not take a position on the following item so it is being agendized 
separately. 

 
PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM 
 
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA install a Public 
Address System on OFW for use in emergency and evacuation purposes only. 
ACTION: Motion approved TE/IK 11-1-2 

 
7. Announcements & Public Comment on items not on the Agenda (9:25PM -- 10 minutes) 
 [no more than 1 minute per person – no Board member announcements permitted] 
 
8. Adjourn 

ACTION: Meeting adjourned KV/IK (10:30PM) 



Margaret Molloy
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BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

NO. 15-068 

C.D. 11 

SUBJECT: VENICE BEACH - PUBLIC SAFETY CAMERA PROJECT (PRJ20875)­
AUTHORIZE USE OF THE CITY OF CORONA'S SELECTION PROCESS 
FOR THE DESIGN, LABOR, MATERIAL AND SERVICES OF SECUIRTY A 
CAMERA SYSTEM WITH LEVERAGE INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC. 

R. Adams *V. Israel 

R. Barajas 

H. Fujita 

K Regan 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

That the Board: 

General Manager 

Disapproved ______ _ Withdrawn ----

1 Find that the Department of Recreation and Parks (Department) desires to secure a 
onetime contract to provide the design, labor, material and a two (2) year maintenance 
plan to install twenty (20) surveillance cameras and seven (7) audio speakers as specified 
by the Los Angeles Police Department and as detailed on Attachment "B" Statement of 
Work (SOW), along the Ocean Front Walk at Venice, to deter crime and increase public 
safety and pursuant to Charter Section 1022, the Department does not have available in 
its employed personnel with the necessary expertise to undertake and accomplish the 
aforementioned specialized supplies and professional services in a timely manner; 
Leverage Information Systerrs, Inc., is experienced in providing municipalities with 
commercial grade surveillance systems and has historically installed similar camera 
systems for the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD), is willing to perform such 
services, and can provide such services more economically to the Department and it is in 
the Department's best interest to secure these services with Leverage Information 
Systems, Inc.; 

2. Find pursuant to Charter Section 371(e)(8) that the City may piggyback on The City of 
Corona's contract with Leverage Information Systems, Inc., because contracts for 
cooperative arrangements with other governmental agencies for the utilization of the 
purchasing contracts and professional, scientific, expert or technical services contracts of 
those agencies and any implementing agreements, even though the contracts and 
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implementing agreements were not entered into through a competitive bid process are an 
exception to the City's competitive bidding requirements; 

3. Authorize the Department to enter into the proposed onetime agreement, substantially in 
the form on file in the Board Office, specifying the terms and conditions for a piggyback 
contract between the City of Los Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks acting by 
and through its Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners (Board) and Leverage 
Information Systems, Inc., with a term expiring on April 30, 2019, subject to approval of 
the Mayor, and the City Attorney as to form;· 

4. Direct the Board Secretary to transmit forth with the proposed onetime Contract to the 
City Attorney for review and approval as to form; and, 

5. Authorize the Board President and Secretary to execute the proposed Contract upon 
receipt of the necessary approvals. 

SUMMARY: 

Venice Beach and the Venice Beach Recreation Center (collectively, the Beach) are located at 
1800 Ocean Front Walk in the Community Venice. The proposed Project to install surveillance 
cameras and audio speakers to be monitored and operated by the Los Angeles Police Department 
is essential to the City's efforts to deter crime and increase public safety, and if such acts are 
committed, to respond in an efficient and effective manner. The Beach is a 178.0 acre 
recreational facility operated and maintained primarily by The Department of Recreation and 
Parks (RAP). However, lifeguard services on the sand and in the ocean are provided by the Los 
Angeles County Department of Beaches and Harbors through a joint powers agreement with the 
City. Additionally, the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) operates a substation at the 
Beach, adjacent to the RAP recreation center. 

The Beach provides a variety of amenities, services, and programs to the surrounding 
community, including basketball, handball, and paddle tennis and volleyball courts. The Beach 
is also home to the World famous, Muscle Beach Venice weightlifting and exercise area. There 
is also a skate plaza, graffiti wall, and bike path that runs parallel to Ocean Front Walk (OFW), 
which is located along the entire stretch of Beach from Santa Monica to Marina Del Rey. OFW, 
from Rose A venue to Venice Boulevard, includes many restaurants, retail stores, public speech 
vendors, service providers and entertainment performers that will benefit from the proposed 
Project. The facilities, features, programs, and services that the Beach provides, meet the 
standards for a community park, as defined in the City's Public Recreation Plan. 
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LAPD, in coordination with RAP, has determined that public safety awareness requires a 
delicate balance of tactics, technology, and process that when done properly improve citizen 
quality of life and safety. It is the objective of the proposed projects design to provide a 
technological solution that is tailored to the community of Venice Beach to accomplish this 
objective. 

LAPD and RAP agree that intervention is fundamental to prevent and suppress criminal and 
nuisance activity. From a technical perspective, intervention requires minimal system latency 
and acceptable levels of video quality, and the ability to interact with live audio. It is the 
LAPD's experience with local communities, when intervention is properly implemented, that the 
community not only accepts this capability, but will wholeheartedly embrace it. 

The proposed Project wilJ be highly scalable, beginning with wireless network connectivity 
designed in a peer-to-peer fashion. Video traffic will flow through this network in a prescribed 
predictable manner to ensure a high level of uptime and availability. The Venice Beach LAPD 
substation will have both viewing and proactive response capabilities. Video will be recorded at 
both the Venice Beach Police substation and the LAPD 2 Breezeway LAPD location. 

The preliminary design will be presented in three sections: 
• Interaction and Intervention locations; 
• Monitoring and Response; and, 
• Networking Infrastructure 

The locations along OFW identified in the preliminary design provide situational awareness 
through fixed and pan-tilt-zoom cameras. An audio loudspeaker is included in many of the 
locations and audio intervention is possible from any monitoring station within this system. It is 
proposed that the 2 Breeze A venue location will serve as the main wireless network 
infrastructure aggregation location for most of the Venice Beach surveillance assets. It will be 
the responsibility of RAP to provide a dedicated 120V AC circuit to the roof of the 2 Breeze 
A venue Building. 

Project deployment will be comprised of: 

Pole mounted intersection camera locations 

• Pacific and Brooks Ct. 
• Pacific and Westminster A venue 
• Pacific and Windward 

Building mounted camera locations 

• VBS near Westminster and Ocean Front Walk 
• 2 Breezeway Building 
• LAPD Pacific Police Sub Station 
• 1100 Ocean Front Walk 
• VBN near Brooks Avenue and Ocean Front Walk 

Margaret Molloy
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• Good See Optical Lab 
• 615 Speedway 
• 1211 Ocean Front Walk 
• Danny's restaurant roofPTZ 

The 58 page camera description report will be filed with the Board's Commission Office as 
"Attachment "B". 

The Board has approved the allocation of a total of $627,496.00 for this project (Board Report 
No. 15-036). Funding is available from the following funding accounts: 

FUNDING SOURCE 
LAPD 
Quimby 
RAP General Fund 

TOTAL: 

Total Project Cost Summary 

Mobilization -

FUND/DEPT./ACCT. NO. 
302/89/89704H-SC 
302/89/89460K-VE 
302/88/003040 

Surveillance Network Infrastructure -
Cameras (Samsung Approximate Value Donation- $50,000) ­
View Station, Incident Library, Storage System -
Software (VMS Suite, Google Maps License Year One) 
Freight 
Sales Tax 
Labor, Engineering, Project Management-

AMOUNT 
$200,000.00 
$298,288.00 
($129,208.00) 

$627,496.00 

Camera maintenance, aligrunent & cleaning -1st year (Once per quarter)­
On-Site Support- Year 1 (Leverage Donation) -
Camera maintenance, aligrunent & cleaning -2nd year (Once per quarter) ­
On-Site maintenance/Support and Google licensing- 2nd year -

Total: 

Out Years Options: 

On-Site Support and Google Licensing for Years 3 thru 5 -
Camera maintenance, aligrunent & cleaning Years 3 thru 5 (Once Quarterly) -
Total: 

Project Total 

$12,755.00 
$220,297.00 
$0 
$57,982.00 
$28,638.00 
$6,638.00 
$28,770.00 
$113,616.00 
$10,465.00 
$0 
$10,465.00 
$28,200.00 

$517,826.00 

$82,370.00 
$27,300.00 
$109,670.00 

$627.496.00 
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Upon execution of this contract, Leverage is prepared to install five (5) surveillance cameras and 
the base viewing station at the Venice Beach LAPD substation. They anticipate three (3) to four 
(4) weeks. The remaining cameras would take an additional two (2) to three (3) weeks. 

The LAPD and Council 11 staff has finalized all of the hold-harmless agreements from all 
private property owner locations proposed in the camera budgetary estimate report (Attachment 
"C") 

Staff has determined that the subject project will consist of installation of new equipment 
involving negligible or no expansion of use if required for safety, health, the public convenience, 
or environmental control, and additions to underground electric utility distribution system 
facilities such as cables, conduits, pipelines, manholes, vaults and appurtenances, including 
connections to existing overhead electrical utility distribution lines. Therefore, the project is 
exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to 
Article III, Section 1, Class 3 ( 4, 8) of the City CEQA Guidelines 

FISCAL IMP ACT STATEMENT: 

Funding in the amount of$129,308 will be from RAP General Fund budgetary account, Account 
3040 - contractual services. Funds are available for this project. 



15-068 

EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

April1, 2015 

VENICE BEACH - PUBLIC SAFETY CAMERA PROJECT 
(PRJ20875) - AUTHORIZE USE OF THE CITY OF CORONA'S 
SELECTION PROCESS FOR THE DESIGN, LABOR, MATERIAL 
AND SERVICES OF SECURITY A CAMERA SYSTEM WITH 
LEVERAGE INFORMATION SYSTEMS. INC. 

Jimmy Newsom, Management Analyst II, amended the report as follows: 

Subject: 

The word "SECUIRTY" was corrected to "SECURITY". 

Recommendations: 

Recommendation No. 1 was amended to change the (2) year agreement, to a (4) year personal 
service agreement with a one (1) year extension, assuming the City of Corona extends their 
current contract for an additional year, to request the Board approve a preliminary finding for the 
1022 determination report, subject to the Personnel Department verifying the finding, and to 
replace the term "Statement of Work" (SOW) with "Surveillance Proposal". 

Recommendation No.3 was replaced with the following recommendation: 

"Request the Board to authorize the General Manager or his designee, in consultation 
with the City Attorney's Office, to make appropriate revisions to this agreement on file 
with the Board Office. Such revisions may include the authority to clarify the term of the 
agreement, statement of work and compensation, which will not exceed $627,496.00, 
and to make any necessary technical changes. " 
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DATE: october 07, 2015 C.D. __ 1=-=1=-----

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

SUBJECT: VENICE BEACH RECREATION CENTER- DONATION FROM THE LOS 
ANGELES POLICE FOUNDATION THROUGH A CHARITABLE 
CONTRIBUTION FROM SAMSUNG TECHWIN AMERICA, INC., 
CONSISTING OF TWENTY (20) VIDEO SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS; 
EXEMPTION FROM THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
ACT 

R. Barajas 

H. Fujita 

*V. Israel 

K. Regan 

N. Williams 

Approved --~/ __ . __ _ 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

General Manager 

Disapproved _____ _ Withdrawn ----

1) That the Board accept as a gift to the City of Los Angeles from the Los Angeles Police 
Foundation (Foundation), through a charitable contribution from Samsung Techwin 
America, Inc. (Donor) to the Foundation, consisting of twenty (20) fixed, 360-degree and 
pan-tilt-zoom cameras and associated hardware, valued at $50,000.00, installed at various 
locations near and along Ocean Front Walk at Venice Beach, and that appropriate 
recognition be given to the Donor; and, 

2) Find that the project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act. 

SUMMARY: 

Through a donation by Samsung Techwin America, Inc. to the Los Angeles Police Foundation, 
in support of the Department of Recreation and Parks' (RAP) video camera installation efforts at 
Venice Beach, RAP has been provided a gift consisting of twenty (20) fixed, 360-degree and 
pan-tilt-zoom cameras and associated hardware for a video surveillance and recording system to 
monitor and record video of various public areas and locations near Ocean Front Walk at Venice 
Beach, located at 1800 Ocean Front Walk, Venice, California 90291, in Council District Eleven 
(CD-11). 

For some time, the community of Venice and the Venice Beach Recreation Center have had 
concerns regarding their personal security while visiting and working at Venice Beach, 
respectively, due to crime and unwanted activity perpetrated by unlawful individuals and groups. 
In an effort to address these concerns and attempt to deter crime, and assist the Los Angeles 
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Police Department (LAPD) in their response to crime incidents, RAP implemented a video 
surveillance system installation project along Ocean Front Walk at Venice Beach (Public Safety 
Camera Project PRJ20875). In support of the RAP project, the Los Angeles Police Foundation 
(Foundation) received a donation of video cameras from Samsung Techwin America, Inc. 
(Donor), which reduces costs associated with the surveillance system project, including the 
related installation of video cameras in and around areas of Ocean Front Walk at Venice Beach. 

The Donor's contribution to the surveillance system project consists of twenty (20) fixed, 360-
degree and pan-tilt-zoom video cameras and associated hardware, valued at $50,000.00, which 
were installed by Leverage Information Systems, Inc. (Leverage), a private licensed contractor 
chosen by RAP, as approved by the Board, through RAP's use of a City of Corona contract with 
Leverage (Report No. 15-068, approved April 1, 2015). Leverage performed the project and 
installed the donated cameras in coordination with the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD), 
the Office of CD-11, and the RAP Planning, Construction, and Maintenance Branch (PCM). The 
cameras were installed near and along Ocean Front Walk at the following locations: 

Two (2) pole mounted intersection camera locations: 
• Pacific and Brooks Ct. 
• Pacific and Westminster A venue 

Building mounted equipment locations, most of which are privately owned: 
• VBS near Westminster and Ocean Front Walk (3 cameras) 
• 2 Breezeway A venue Building (2 cameras) 
• Venice Beach Police Sub Station (2 cameras) 
• 1101 Ocean Front Walk Building 
• VBN near Brooks A venue and Ocean Front Walk (3 cameras) 
• Good See Optical Lab Building 
• 615 Speedway Building (2 cameras) 
• 1211 Ocean Front Walk Building (2 cameras) 
• Danny's Restaurant Building (2 cameras) 

The Venice Beach Police substation and the Pacific Division Police Station will now be able to 
view and respond to incidents along Ocean Front Walk more effectively than they could before 
the cameras were installed, with video recording equipment housed at both LAPD stations. The 
Venice video surveillance system installation project was implemented by RAP in coordination 
with the LAPD, CD-11, and various community stakeholders. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 
Staff has determined that the Project consists of installation of new equipment for security and 
public safety involving negligible or no expansion of use, which is supported by the donation of 
the cameras. Therefore, the Project is exempt from the provisions of the California 
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Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article III, Section 1, Class 3( 4) of the City 
CEQA Guidelines. 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 

Acceptance of this gift has no fiscal impact on Ri\P's General Fund, as the twenty (20) video 
cameras were provided by the Donor through the donation to the Foundation. Report No. 15-
068, approved by the Board on April 1, 2015, provides detail of the Venice video surveillance 
system project (PRJ20875) costs and funding sources which reflect the project savings provided 
through the subject donation from Samsung to the Foundation. 

This report was prepared by Joel Alvarez, Senior Management Analyst II, and 
Raymond Chang, Management Analyst II, Partnership Division. 

Margaret Molloy




October 30, 2015 

California	Coastal	Commission	
South	Coast	Area	Office	
200	Ocean	Gate,	Suite	2000	
Long	Beach,	CA	90802-4302	

Via email to: Zach.Rehm@coastal.co.gov 

Re: Opposition to CDP Application #5-14-1932. 2 E. Breeze Avenue, Venice 

Dear Coastal Commissioners, 

I respectfully ask that you consider the cumulative impact and precedent setting consequences of your 
decision beyond, this isolated application.  

Venice, CA 90291, though world famous is only a 2.4 square mile area.  
 
The applicant, Carl Lambert has applied for an after the fact change-of-use approval to change 2 
Breeze, a 31-unit RSO apartment building into a hotel. He has operated an unpermitted de facto hotel 
at 2 Breeze for 8 yrs. In his application he says that it was already functioning as such when he bought 
it in 2007 so he is not responsible for the change-of-use. Buying an illegal taxi business wouldn’t 
legitimize that business. It would be a bad investment by most standards.  
 
It is also a logic that is not supported by Mr. Lambert’s 5 other RSO buildings at the beach that he has 
also operated as de facto hotels (2 have recently been sold) for several years. None are permitted. 
These businesses are advertised on hotel listings throughout the Internet and even in an article in 
Sunset Magazine.  
 
There are approximately 250 units of permanent housing in RSO multi-unit apartment buildings on 
just the Ocean Front Walk and within a block of the beach in Venice that have been converted into 
unpermitted de facto hotels. That is a significant number. Mr. Lambert is leading the charge. 
 
The Mello Act and the Rent Stabilization Ordinance are laws put in place to protect affordable 
housing. Long-term tenants benefit from RSO protections. Their rents are by default affordable 
compared to current market rates. That is the very intention of the law. It protects and promotes a full 
spectrum population of economic diversity and promotes a multi-cultural and multi-generational 
creative community that is the essence of Venice, giving it unique character along the entire California 
coast. In fact, visitors insist there is no place like it in the world. 
 
But, our neighbors in Venice are disappearing and our community is being adversely affected. 
Homeowners and long-term residents keep any neighborhood safe, friendly and healthy. It is our 
community. We care and look after each other. The boardwalk in Venice has always benefitted from 
this balance of local residential community in multi-unit apartments while being the second most 
popular tourist destination in Los Angeles.  
 
I believe Venice is a pressure valve for Los Angeles, the most racially diverse city in the US. It is a 
place to visit for free with family and friends that welcomes all without demands. There is a beach, 
sidewalk entertainment and the most multi-cultural shoulder-to shoulder mingling anywhere in the 
city. There is remarkably little violence given the extraordinary numbers. That is an amazing 



achievement and has always made me proud to be a “Venetian.” Changing that remarkable balance 
that is supported by the stability of the long-term residents along the boardwalk could be a very 
shortsighted goal in one of the most populous and popular visitor destinations in Los Angeles. 
 
 
2 Breeze and other RSO buildings should be returned to their intended use as RSO residential 
apartments benefitting the community and restoring neighborhood stability in all areas of Venice. 2 
Breeze was never a hotel. Original documents show it was always intended as a residential apartment 
building. Mr. Lambert’s claim that because of “vacancy decontrol” these units would not be affordable 
is not relevant in this determination.  
 
Tenants have a right to protections of the law under the Mello Act and Rent Stabilization Ordinances.  
The Coastal Commission has a mandate to protect the character of unique coastal communities and 
accessibility of all people to these amenities. 
 
2 Breeze and the other apartment buildings listed below are permanent homes and many of my friends 
and neighbors have lived in them. We would like them restored to their original permitted intent. 
 
 
Approval of this application would have a drastic negative cumulative effect on our community. We 
do not know how these building were emptied of so many residents and that deserves a review. 
Rewarding continuous and blatant commercial operation of an “unpermitted business” would set a 
troubling precedent. It will put even more pressure on long-term tenants in the community and open 
the floodgates for similar applications. 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Margaret Molloy 
 
 
Venice Breeze Suites - 2 Breeze 
     31 RSO units- 1 long-term tenant only. 
Venice Admiral Suites - 29 Navy Street 
     25 RSO units- 1 long-term tenant only. 
Venice Beach Waldorf -1217 S Ocean Front Walk 
     32 RSO Units- about half are Short Term Rentals with pressure on remaining tenants. 
Paloma Suites- 52 Paloma (now Venice Beach Vacation Condos) 
     8 RSO units- no tenants 
Venice Suites - 417 Ocean Front Walk 
     32 RSO units- unknown if there are any remaining tenants. 
 
Air Venice - 5 Rose- formerly senior & section 8.  
      59 RSO Units- less than10 long-term tenants. 
The Ellison- 15 Paloma Ave 
     58 RSO units- many are Short Term Rentals with pressure on remaining tenants. 
The Rose Hotel- 12 Rose 
       20 RSO units- no tenants 
Venice Beach Suites - 1305 Ocean Front Walk 
      20 RSO units- 2 long-term tenants. 
Su Casa Oceanfront Suites - 431 Ocean Front Walk 
      13 RSO units- no tenants 
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 Special Joint Committee meeting 
Ocean Front Walk, Public Safety, and Visitor Impact Committees 

Oakwood Recreation Center Meeting Room 
767 California Ave, Venice, CA 90291 
Thursday, November 7, 2013, 6-9pm 

 
MINUTES 

 
 

1.)  Approval of Agenda  
Melissa Diner motion to approve, second by Sevan Gerard.  

  
2.) Public Comment for items not on the Agenda  
First Friday of December, Lighting of the Venice Sign 
December 7, 2013 Venice Toy Drive 
 
3.) Discussion and Possible Action:  
 
Draft a Motion(s) in response to the City of Los Angeles Ocean Front 
Walk Public Safety Assessment, 
ttp://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2013/13-0981_rpt_drp_8-14-13.pdf   
The Committees will also consider recommendations and suggestions 
from the public and those presented at The VNC Public Safety Town 
Hall on October 29, 2013. 
 
Motion to adapt motion as written with adaption. Tom motion, Gail 
second.  
 
 
AUTOMATED RETRACTABLE BOLLARD SYSTEM-Public Comment 
 
Debra Leshever-Tragic but do we really need this?  
 
People of Venice- Agrees with Debra, hurt when you run/walk into them. Waste of 
money. 
 
Board Comment--- 
 
Gail Rogers--- Not in favor, random act, cost ridiculous 
Shelly Rogers----Not in favor, temporary bollard broken 
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Melissa Diner---Not in favor of automated bollards 
Therese Dietlin-Not in favor of automated bollards 
Laura Orrico- Not in Favor, do they make a warning sound when the go up and 
down?  
Sevan Gerard- Not in Favor with break function at the wrong time, etc. 
Joseph Shield-Not in Favor  
Daniel Samakow  Is this the best use of the money, come up with the best use of 
the money 
Carl Lambert- in certain locations is a good idea/ok. 
Thomas Elliott- Not in favor, come up with other ideas. 
Linda Lucks-Not in favor  
 
 
MOTION: 
The Ocean Front Walk Committee, Public Safety Committee and Visitor Impact 
Committee recommends that the VNC Board not support automated bollards.   
 
Melissa Motion, Sevan Second 
 
9 in favor 
0 opposed 
1 abstain 
 
The Ocean Front Walk Committee, Public Safety Committee and Visitor Impact 
Committee recommends that the VNC Board not support automated bollards. 
Recommend further study.   
 
Melissa Motion, Sevan Second 
 
As amended 
9 in favor 
0 opposed 
1 abstain 
 
 
GATE AND BOLLARD SYSTEM 
 
Gail Rogers--- oppose 
Shelly Rogers----oppose 
Melissa Diner---have particular streets closed and bollard put in place where the guy 
drove onto boardwalk 
Therese Dietlin----oppose 
Laura Orrico- Not in Favor, do they make a warning sound when the go up and 
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down?  
Sevan Gerard- Not in favor 
Joseph Shield-More cost effective 
Daniel Samakow  More cost effective 
Carl Lambert- not in favor 
Thomas Elliott- Not in favor, come up with other ideas. 
Linda Lucks-Not in favor, bike racks/planters etc. Public Private partnership.  
 
MOTION: 
The Ocean Front Walk Committee, Public Safety Committee and Visitor Impact 
Committee recommend that the VNC Board not support a lockable gate system.  
 
Carl motion, Gail second.  
 
9 in favor 
0 opposed 
1 abstain 
 
Public Comment:  
Nic Antinello Take into consideration what Sevan says 
Abraham-we need the money for the poor its safe here 
 
HARD STREET CLOSURES 
 
Public Comment 
Where were the Police 
Do we need this 
 
Gail Rogers--- oppose 
Shelly Rogers----not opposed to street closures 
Melissa Diner---in favor taking into consideration what local businesses need 
Therese Dietlin----oppose 
Laura Orrico- Interested in exploring, not for greenery that will not be maintained. Be 
specific.   
Sevan Gerard- Hard closures, native plants require, bike racks, against steel 
bollards. Delivery access only. Signs on Ocean Front Walk and signs on speedway. All 
for bike racks.  
Joseph Shield- in favor 
Daniel Samakow  –ok thing we need to vote in favor of something 
Carl Lambert- ok to do take businesses into consideration, concrete furniture 
in areas where it improves business. Take into consideration what would be best 
for each street.  
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Thomas Elliott- In favor 
Linda Lucks- In favor with more community input 
 
The Ocean Front Walk Committee, Public Safety Committee and Visitor Impact 
Committee recommends to support hard street closures on the streets recommended 
and additional streets like Westminster that would include existing bollards and other 
options to enhance beauty and safety of the street. Joseph second.  Linda withdrew 
motion, Melissa Second withdrawal 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
People of Venice Plants making neighborhood or parks and rec maintain them.  
Nick Signage key Welcome to Ocean Front Walk, pedestrians only.  
Debra---Is this necessary.  
Linda—nicer signage 
 
HARD STREET CLOSURES 
 
MOTION: 
The Ocean Front Walk Committee, Public Safety Committee and Visitor Impact 
Committee recommends that the VNC not support the use of steel and concrete 
bollards on OFW and support the use of functional and artistic obstructions that may 
include welcome arches, bike racks, statues, art, monuments and concrete seating 
areas etc. These items should be placed close enough to block vehicles but far enough 
apart to allow pedestrian, wheelchair access and delivery access on all streets with 
access to OFW except Navy, Rose, Brooks, Market, 18th ave, Venice blvd and 
Washington blvd.   
 
Sevan Motion, Melissa Second 
 
8 In Favor 
0 Opposed 
2 Abstain 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: People of Venice signs are enough 
Debra-not in favor 
We need more bike racks 
 
Gail Rogers---disagree  
Shelly Rogers----who will maintain plants?  
Melissa Diner---in favor taking into consideration what local businesses need 
Therese Dietlin----oppose 
Laura Orrico- support 
Sevan Gerard- Hard closures, native plants require, bike racks, against steel 
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bollards. Delivery access only. Signs on Ocean Front Walk and 
signs on speedway. All for bike racks.  
Joseph Shield- in favor 
Daniel Samakow  –support 
Carl Lambert- bollards on OFW  
Thomas Elliott- In favor 
Linda Lucks- In favor with more community input 
 
 
 
 
TEMPORARY TRAFFIC CONTROL AND SAFETY MEASURES 
 
MOTION: 
The Ocean Front Walk Committee, Public Safety Committee and Visitor Impact 
Committee recommends that the VNC support removing the temporary bollards on 
Ocean Front Walk.  
 
Melissa Motion, Gail second 
 
8 in favor 
2 opposed 
0 Abstain 
 
MOTION: 
The Ocean Front Walk Committee, Public Safety Committee and Visitor Impact 
Committee recommends to the VNC that the removal of the Dead End, Road Closed, 
Do Not Enter signs and replace them with Welcome to Venice Beach, Pedestrians Only 
and Directional signs regarding parking where appropriate, i.e. Speedway.  
 
Carl Motion, Joseph second 
 
10 Favors 
0 oppose 
0 Abstain 
 
Public Comment 
 
People of Venice--- 
 
 
Board Comment: 
Come to Venice and Slow down street traffic, pedestrian and welcoming signs. 
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SECURITY CAMERAS AND PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM 
 
The Ocean Front Walk Committee, Public Safety Committee and Visitor Impact 
Committee recommend the VNC not support security cameras.  
 
Sevan Motion, second Laura. 
 
7 in favor 
3 oppose 
0 abstain 
 
The Ocean Front Walk Committee, Public Safety Committee and Visitor Impact 
Committee recommend the VNC to support the use of public address system for use in 
emergency and evacuation purposes only.  
 
Sevan Motion, second Laura.  
 
7 in favor 
3 oppose 
0 abstain 
 
LIGHTING UPGRADES 
The Ocean Front Walk Committee, Public Safety Committee and Visitor Impact 
Committee recommend the VNC support Lighting Upgrades as the number one priority 
of the Safety Assessment and support vastly expanding lighting on Ocean Front Walk, 
the bike path and Speedway using green technology, LED and solar.  
 
Danny Motion, Shelly second 
 
9 favor 
0 oppose 
1 abstain 
 
Debra: Most positive of all should rank all points in order of importance. 
 
Gail Rogers--- 
Shelly Rogers---- 
Melissa Diner-- 
Therese Dietlin---- 
Laura Orrico-  
Sevan Gerard-  
Joseph Shield-  
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Daniel Samakow  –number one issue 
Carl Lambert- 
Thomas Elliott- additional lighting 
Linda Lucks-  
 
Support the expansion of lighting on ocean front walk, bike path and 
speedway. 
 
 
OTHER 
 
Clean Bathrooms 
24-hour bathrooms 
Bike Path Safety 
Moving and storing unattained packages 
No bikes on OFW  
More Police On Boardwalk 
Parks and Rec Overall Maintenance Steam Cleaning Restrooms 
Improve recycling program, motorized vehicles. 
Visitor survey 
If plants are implements make sure community does.  
 
 
 
4.) Meeting Adjourned  
 

 
Ocean Front Walk Committee 
Roll Call  P   NP    P NP 

Thomas Elliott, 
Chair 

 P   Gail Rogers  P  

Ron Kramer   NP  Therese Dietlin  P  

Matt Moore   NP  Shelly Gomez  P  

Melissa Diner  P       
         
         
 
Visitor Impact Committee Quorum 
 
Joseph Shields P 
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Catherine Chevalier NP 
 
Gail Rogers P 
Daniel Samakow P 
Gogi Overhoff NP 
Clabe Hartley NP 
Carl Lambert P 
Nancy Feinberg NP 
Therse Dietlin P 
 
Public Safety Committee Quorum 
 
PHS Committee Members Position 
Sevan Gerard P Chair 
 Co-Chair 
 Secretary 
 Member 
Theresa Haley NP Member 
Laura Orrico P Member 
Member 
Member 
 
 
 
 
In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are 
distributed to a majority or all of the board members in advance of a meeting may be 
viewed at Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice Blvd; Groundworks Coffee, 671 Rose Ave.; 
Oakwood Community Center, 767 California St.; Penmar Park & Rec Center, 1341 Lake 
St.; The Venice Ale House, 2 Rose Avenue; Venice Public Library, 501 S. Venice Blvd; 
and at our website by clicking on the following link: www.venicenc.org, or at the 
scheduled meeting.  In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an 
item on the agenda, please contact Hugh Harrison at treasurer@venicenc.org.   
 
 
 

It’s YOUR Venice – get involved! 
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BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

SUBJECT: VENICE BEACH - PUBLIC SAFETY CAMERA (PRJ20875) PROJECT -
ALLOCATION OF QUIMBY FEES AND EXEMPTION FROM THE 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 



a prescribed predictable manner to ensure a high level of uptime and availability. The Venice 
Beach LAPD substation will have both viewing and proactive response capabilities. Video will 
be recorded at both the Venice Beach Police substation and the 2 Breeze A venue LAPD 
location. The locations along Ocean Front Walk identified in the preliminary design provide 
situational awareness through fixed and pan-tilt-zoom cameras. An audio loudspeaker is 
included in many of the locations and audio intervention is possible from any monitoring 
station within this system. It is proposed that the 2 Breeze Avenue location will serve as the 
main wireless network infrastructure aggregation location for most of the Venice Beach 
surveillance equipment. 

Upon approval of this Report, $298.288.00 in Quimby Fees can be transferred from the 
Quimby Fees Account No. 89460K-OO to the Venice Beach Account No. 89460K-VE and 
allocated to the Venice Beach- Public Safety Camera (PRJ20875) project. The total Quimby 
Fees allocation for the Venice Beach- Public Safety Camera Project (PRJ20875) project is 
$298.288.00. These Quimby Fees were collected within two (2) miles of Venice Beach, which 
is the standard distance for the allocation of the Quimby Fees for community recreational 
facilities. 
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the Office of CD-11, and the RAP Planning, Construction, and Maintenance Branch (PCM). The 
cameras were installed near and along Ocean Front Walk at the following locations: 

Two (2) pole mounted intersection camera locations: 
• Pacific and Brooks Ct. 
• Pacific and Westminster A venue 

Building mounted equipment locations, most of which are privately owned: 
• VBS near Westminster and Ocean Front Walk (3 cameras) 
• 2 Breezeway Avenue Building (2 cameras) 
• Venice Beach Police Sub Station (2 cameras) 
• 1101 Ocean Front Walk Building 
• VBN near Brooks Avenue and Ocean Front Walk (3 cameras) 
• Good See Optical Lab Building 
• 615 Speedway Building (2 cameras) 
• 1211 Ocean Front Walk Building (2 cameras) 
• Danny's Restaurant Building (2 cameras) 
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REPORT OF GENERAL MANAGER ~ . l!::V 

. ·eJ·· APR 0 1 2015 
DATE: Apr1l 01,2015 ,_.t: ~REOEAltoN 

~A\Rit~ 
BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

NO. 15-068 

C.D. 11 

SUBJECT: VENICE BEACH - PUBLIC SAFETY CAMERA PROJECT (PRJ20875)­
AUTHORIZE USE OF THE CITY OF CORONA'S SELECTION PROCESS 
FOR THE DESIGN, LABOR, MATERIAL AND SERVICES OF SECUIRTY A 
CAMERA SYSTEM WITH LEVERAGE INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC. 



LAPD, in coordination with RAP, has determined that public safety awareness requires a 
delicate balance of tactics, technology, and process that when done properly improve citizen 
quality of life and safety. It is the objective of the proposed projects design to provide a 
technological solution that is tailored to the community of Venice Beach to accomplish this 
objective. 

LAPD and RAP agree that intervention is fundamental to prevent and suppress criminal and 
nuisance activity. From a technical perspective, intervention requires minimal system latency 
and acceptable levels of video quality, and the ability to interact with live audio. It is the 
LAPD 's experience with local communities, when intervention is properly implemented, that the 
community not only accepts this capability, but will wholeheartedly embrace it. 

The proposed Project will be highly scalable, beginning with wireless network connectivity 
designed in a peer-to .. peer fashion. Video traffic will flow through this network in a prescribed 
predictable manner to ensure a high level of uptime and availability. The Venice Beach LAPD 
substation will have both viewing and proactive response capabilities. Video will be recorded at 
both the Venice Beach Police substation and the LAPD 2 Breezeway LAPD location. 

The preliminary design will be presented in three sections: 
• Interaction and Intervention locations; 
• Monitoring and Response; and, 
• Networking Infrastructure 



5. Ocean Front Walk Safety (7:25PM --120 minutes) (Tom Elliott- Chair, OFW Comm) 
[For discussion and possible action] 
The Ocean Front Walk, and Public Safety Committees met and deliberated on recommendations 
and suggestions heard at The VNC Public Safety Town Hall on October 29, 2013 and responded 
with the following proposed motions to the Needs Assessment on Public Safety for Venice Beach 
as submitted by the City Recreation and Parks Department: VNC-OFW-Safety-Report_8-14-
13.pdf) 



Venice Neighborhood Council 
PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294 I www.VeniceNC.org 
Email: info@VeniceNC.org Phone: 310-421-8627 

Special Board of Officers Meeting Agenda 
Westminster Elementary School (Auditorium) 

1010 Abbot Kinney Blvd, Venice, 90291 
Monda December 2 2013 at 7:00 PM 



F SECURITY CAMERAS 

MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA should not install 
security cameras on OFW, because they are an invasion of privacy, as they have historically 
been poorly maintained, and they would be technologically unfeasible. 
Public Comment: Ron Kramer, Gary Harris 
ACTION: Motion failed TE/SA 0-9-7 

NEW SECURITY CAMERAS MOTION 
MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA should 
install security cameras on OFW, and ensure they are properly maintained. 
ACTION: Motion failed SKIMK 4-5-7 

G LIGHTING 

MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council supports lighting upgrades as the number one 
priority of the RAP Assessment, and recommends vast expansion of lighting on OFW, the bike 
path and Speedway, using green, LED and solar technology as a crime deterrent, safety 
measure, and to support commerce on the boardwalk. 
Public Comment: Colleen Sara 
ACTION: MS calls question 14-0-1 
Motion approved TE/SA 14-0-1 



5. Ocean Front Walk Safety (7:25PM-- 120 minutes} (Tom Elliott- Chair, OFW Comm) 
[For discussion and possible action] 
The Ocean Front Walk, and Public Safety Committees met and deliberated on recommendations 
and suggestions heard at The VNC Public Safety Town Hall on October 29, 2013 and responded 
with the following proposed motions to the Needs Assessment on Public Safety for Venice Beach 
as submitted by the City Recreation and Parks Department: VNC-OFW-Safety-Report_8-14-
13.pdf) 



H INCREASED LAPD FOOT PATROL 

MOTION: Whereas, at the OFW Public Safety Town Hall held in October 2013, the people of 
Venice overwhelmingly agreed that the num1ber one issue surrounding safety on OFW is a 
marked decrease in Police Presence on the boardwalk in recent years. 

Therefore, be it resolved that: 
1. The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends demands that LAPD must increase the 

number of officers on the boardwalk beat, specifically on foot patrol, as there is a dramatic 
difference in interaction with citizens when officers are on foot, versus in a vehicle of any sort. 

Page 3 of 5 

Venice Neighborhood Council 
PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294 I www.VeniceNC.org 
Email: info@VeniceNC.org Phone: 310-421-8627 

2. Police presence should be 24/7, as nighttime patrol is paramount to safety. 

neighborhood council 

3. "Education", "Community-Style Policing", "Training Specific to the Boardwalk", and "Even­
handed Enforcement" of all ordinances, including 42.15, should be the standard. 

4. The Police Substation at Windward should be "open and staffed" 24/7. 
Public Comment: Colleen Sara, Gonzo Rock 
ACTION: Motion amended MS/CR 13-2-1 
Motion as amended approved TE/CR 15-0-1 



6. New Business 
[For discussion and possible action] 
NOTE: The OFW Committee did not take a position on the following item so it is being agendized 
separately. 

PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM 

MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA install a Public 
Address System on OFW for use in emergency and evacuation purposes only. 
ACTION: Motion approved TE/IK 11-1-2 



. - - - - . 

PRESENT: LL IK, ESW HH, TE, SK, HS TW, SG, AM MSo, SA, MK, CR, MS, KV, 
ABSENT: EM, BJ, JK, MSio, OK, 



MICHAEL R. NEWHOUSE, ESQ. 
Partner 

Mike Newhouse is an experienced anomey voted 

a Super Lawyer "Rising Star" by his peers and 

Los Angeles Magazine for the past five years. 

Mike's broad based practice ineludes counseling 

and representing large businesses, small 

businesses, and individuals. Such clients include 

members of the apparel induslty, technology 

companies, insurers, licensors, financial 

institutions, accnedited investors, multi-media and 

post production companies, interior designers, and jewelry industry clients. 

Additionally, a significant part of Mike's practice is real estate related, and 

focuses on representing developers, landlords, tenants, property managers 

and financial institutions in all aspects of commercial and residential real 

estate litigation and transactions. Recent transactions and litigation involve 

shopping centers, office and industrial buildings, residential subdivisions, 

residential and commercial condominiums, hotels, and golf courses. 

Representing this d iverse group of clients includes extensive experience 

with partnership disputes, breaches of contract and related litigation, 

licensing agreements, intellectual property d isputes, entity formation, 

contract formation and negotiation, loan structuring, commercial and 

residential loan default workouts, construction defect litigation, 

receiverships, and negotiating and structuring real property leases, 

acquisitions, sales, financing, and development. Mike also has extensive 

appellate advocacy experience, including a published decision in the case 

of Watts v. Farmers Ins. Exchange (2002) 98 Cai.App.4th 1246. 

Mike is a magna cum laude graduate of the University of Southern 

California (B.A. 1996) and the Northwestern School of Law of Lewis 

and Clark College (J.D. 2000). In add~ion to his legal experience, he is 

the author of Recognizing and Preserving Native American Treaty 

Usufructs In The Supreme Court: The Mille Lacs Case. Public Lands 

& Resources Law Review, Westlaw Citation 21 PUBLRLR 169; and co­

author of Slamming the Door on Legal Malpractice In Criminal 

Matters, Los Angeles Lawyer, with Jonathan B. Cole and David B. Owen, 

Vol. 24, No. 11 , February 2002. 

In addition to C31~ornia state courts, Mike is admitted to practice before 

the United States District Court for the Central District of California and 

the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, is a member of the Stat e Bar of 

California. He is also a licensed real estate broker in the State of 

C31~ornia, and is President Emeritus of the Venice Neighborhood 

Council, and Chair of the Westside Regional Alliance of Councils 

(WRAC), a coal~ion of all 13 Los Angeles Neighborhood and Community 

Councils on the Westside of Los Angeles. 

Mike lives in Venice with his w~e Ruth, sons Holden and Dylan, and dogs 

Bianca, Jed and Cashew. He is an active traveler, athlete, and outdoor 

enthusiast. 
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THE 

thenewhousegroup.com 

EWHOUSE GROUP, INC. 
REAL fSTATf 8ROKfRS • AHORHIEYS • PROGRfSSlVf DfYflOPfAS 

2315 OCEAN FRONT VENICE 90291 $10,000,000 
4 bedrooms • 4.00 bathrooms Active 
"The Venice House", the architectural vision of Antoine Predock, 
FAIA. His ocean front masterpiece which examines the 
relationship between land and water. Local... 

1430 ABBOT KINNEY BLVD VENICE 90291 $9,995,000 
3 bedrooms • 4.00 bathrooms Active 
Located on the best street in the city, this urban oasis combines 
a masterful use of space, abundance of natural light and 
attention to detail throughout. Three ... 

1234 MORNINGSIDE WAY VENICE 90291 $6,498,000 
5 bedrooms • 4.00 bathrooms Active 
An architectural paragon of artistry and building science, The 
Wave House, designed and built by Mario Romano, presents a 
new way of living the Venice, Califor ... 

1102 GARFIELD AVE VENICE 90291 $5,950,000 
3 bedrooms • 2.00 bathrooms Active 
First time on market, your opportunity to own two separate and 
RARE Comer to comer lots in Silicon Beach. Sale includes 1101 
Van Buren (APN 4237·024·035). Bot... 

1051 Harrison Avenue, Venice, CA 90291 I Office: 310.663.2510 I Fax: 310.496.0551 I www.theNewhousegroup.com 



THE 

thenewhousegroup.com 

EWHOUSE GROUP, INC. 
RCAl fnAn 8ROKfR5 • AnORNEYS • PROGRfSSlVf DfYflOPfRS 

Featured Listings 

Your search returned 1 record(s). 
Results 1- 1 
Page 1 

18 N VENICE VENICE 90291 $1,749,000 
2 bedrooms • 2.00 bathrooms Active 
UNIQUE LIVE/WORK SPACE OPPORTUNITY. 360 sf of ground floor 
commercial space wilh patio and street access, in addition to the spacious 

456 2 2 ... More information 

The Information Is copyr1g.hted In 2016 by the Combined LA./Westsi:de Multiple 
Ustlng Service, Inc. L.A., CA. Any dissemination of th.ls lnformatton In violation 
of copyright laws Is s trictly ptohlbited. Information last updated 10/04/2016 
12:10:30 AM www.TheMLS.comt DMCA 

1051 Harrison Avenue, Vemce, CA 90291 I Office: 310.663.2510 I Fax: 310.496.0551 I www.theNewhousegroup.com 
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THE EWHOUSE GROUP, INC. 
REAL fSl'ATf 8ROt<IEA.S • ATTORNEYS • PROGRfSSlVf DfYELOPfAS 

Home 

About Us 

Featured Listings 

Property Search 

Testimonials 

Community Info 

Real Estate News 

Contact Us 

1051 Harrison Avenue, Venice, CA 90291 I Office: 310.663.2510 I Fax: 310.496.0551 I www.theNewhousegroup.com 

@2008 t'ewhouse Group, Inc. 1 AJI Rights Reserved sde de~gned .and cte.ated by The MLS6tCLAW 
togo de-signed by ..... tonyfun.astudios.com 

The tlewhouse Group, Inc. is not .a f.aw fum; it does not, .and will not • .ad .as your .aHotney. for .assist.ance with legal m.aHers, consult independent teg.al counsel 



Mike Newhouse, Principal, Broker & Attorney 

Mike is an experienced real estate and business attomey, and has been voted 
a Super Lawyer "Rising Star" by his peers and Los Angeles Magazine for the 
past three years. His practice focuses on counseling and representing 
developers, landlords, tenants, property managers and financial institutions in 
all aspects of commercial and residential real estate litigation and transactions. 
This includes negotiating and structuring real property leases, acquisitions, 
sales, financing, and development. Recent transactions and litigation involve 
shopping centers, office and industrial buildings, residential subdivisions, 
residential and commercial condominiums, hotels, and golf courses. 

Laude from the University of Southem Califomia in 1996 w~h majors in 
environmental and political science. He is also a 2000 graduate of the Northwestem School of 
Law of Lewis and Clark College where he eamed a specialty degree in Environmental Law. 

Mike is a member of the Califomia Bar and a licensed real estate broker. He is currenUy in the process of 
becoming a LEED Accredited Professional. 

Over the years, Mike has worked or served as a volunteer for a number of non·profit and govemmental 
environmental organizations. These include Environmental Defense, The Wildemess Society, The 
Natural Resources Defense Counsel, The Fund for Public Interest Research, and the City of Los Angeles' 
Department of Environmental Affairs. Mike is presenUy the President of the Venice Neighborhood 
Council, Vice-President of the Sierra Club's Airport-Marina Chapter and a member of Heal the Bay's 
Science and Policy Advisory Committee. He also serves on the Board of Directors of Venice Arts, the 
Venice Canals Foundation and the Pacific Resident Theater. 

Mike lives in Venice with his wife, Ruthie, their son, Holden, and their dogs Bianca, Jed and Cashew. He 
is an active traveler, outdoor enthusiast and runner. 





Board of Directors 

Venice Chamber Board of Directors 

Officers: 
President: George Francisco, Compound Entertainment 
Vice President: Mike Newhouse, Newhouse Law Group PC 
Executive Director: Donna Lasman 
Treasurer: Carol Tantau, Just Tantau 
Secretary: Nancy Singular, Engel & Volkers 
Past President: Carl Lambert, Venice Breeze Suites 



Dear Venice Neighborhood Council,  

 
 
IS ADVERTISED AS A HOTEL ON MANY WEBSITES INCLUDING VENICE SUITES……. 

 



 Re: 417 Ocean Front Walk   
 
Carl Lambert is a lawyer, broker and developer.  

He is also a serial operator of unpermitted businesses. He has a pattern of 
buying buildings, emptying them of tenants, turning them into de facto 
hotels, advertising them for years as hotels, and then applying for an after-
the-fact change-of-use permit to turn a Rent Stabilized apartment building 
into a legitimate hotel.  

He sold 2 such apartment buildings in 2015, 52 Paloma Avenue and 29 
Navy Street, after operating them for years in this way. 29 Navy was 
advertised for sale on his website as “currently operating 24 units as 
monthly/weekly rentals.” (photo: http://www.lambertinc.com/ Oct 1, 2015)  

  



Each of Mr. Lambert’s 5 buildings have had change-of-use complaints filed 
with Los Angeles Housing + Community Investment Department’s Code 
Enforcement Division. Tenants do not appear to have left happily. 
Complaints were filed on 417 Ocean Front Walk. Many complaints were 
filed on Mr. Lambert’s four other properties. The tenants are gone.  

How do these complaints go unanswered?  

 

PROPERTY ACnvllY REPORT 

Assessor Parcel Humbef: 42116029004 
Council District Counell District 11 
Census Tract: 273402 
Rent Registration: 0322172 
Historical Preservation OV'eflay Zone: 
Total Units: 32 
Regional Office: WMt Regional Office 
Regional OfOCe CMtac1; (31 0)·996·1723 

Nature of Complaint: Change of uso/oocupancy without Building permit and 
Certificate of Occupancy 

~ .t. Status 

S/7/2009 11:31:00AM 

S/7/2009 12:00:00 AM 

PROPERlY ACnvllY REPORT 

As.:sessOI Parcel Number: 
Council District 
Census Tract: 
Rent Registra1ion: 

Compl411nt R.ec::elved 

4286029004 
Counell Distrltt 1 1 
273402 
0322172 

Historical Preservation Overlay Zone: 
Total units: 
R~ional Offlot: 
Regional Ottioe Cootad: 

32 
West Regionll Office 
(310)·996·1723 

Nature of CompJaint ; Folowing properties are being demoliShed without 

permits. Tenants being asked to leave. They are being tvmed inlo Hotets. 417 S. 
Ooean Front Wa.fk 29 N3VY Street • Building a garden apertmnent on top <lone 
withOut ponnits. 15 Hort2:on Avenue .Seing turned into Hotels tentants asked to 

leave. 

l!.ltll • SUIItus 

S/18/2009 12:12:00 PM COtnp&aint CIO~ 

8/25/2006 6 :2.3:00 PM No ViOlations 

8/24/2006 6:03:00 PM Site ViSiVlniti&IInspeaion 

8/9/200612:00:00AM complaint Reoetved 

Offlc:ial Address: 
Case Number: 
Case Type 
Inspector: 
Case Manager: 
Total Exemption Units: 

Offic;ial Address: 
Case Numbef: 
ca .. rype 
Inspector. 
Ca$e Manager. 
Total Extmptioo units: 

417 S OCEAN FIIONT WALK, VENICE 90291 
247830 

Complaints 

0 

417 S OCEAN FIIONT WALK, VENIC£90291 
94697 
Cotnplalntt 
Thomas Reichmann 

0 



  

 

 

PROPCRTY ACTIVITY REPORT 

Assesw Paretl Number: 
Council District 
Census Tr&el: 

Rent Registration: 
Hl$10fkal Preservation Overlay Zone: 
Total Units: 
Regional Oftice: 
Regional Office ContBCt: 

4216029004 

Council Dlst.riet 11 
271402 
032:2172 

32 
Wat Atgionll Office 
(310)·996-1723 

Ofr.tlal Addtess: 
Case Number: 
C.seT)1le 
Inspector. 
case Manager: 
Total Exemption Units: 

Nature of Complaint: Change of usefooc:upancy without Building permit and 
Cortffica~o of Occupancy 

8/9/2011 1:27:00 PH 

S/29/200911:20:00AM 

S/29/2009 tt:OS:OOAM 

S/29/2009 11:05:00 AM 

5/lS/2009 12:00:00 AM 

PAOPERTY ACTMTY REPORT 

ASSU$01 Patctl Numb«:. 
council Oi$1riCt 
Census Tract 
Rent Registration: 

Pflotos 

Site vtsil/IM iat 1JtS9t'(tlon 

AU VIolatiOns Resolved Dat~ 

Complaint R~ived 

4216029004 
Council 01.-ri« 11 
2'1)402 

0322112 
Hr$torical PteSetVation OW!rtay Zone: 
Total units: 
R~onal Office 
RegiOtlal Orftee COMaet 

., 
Wetl Rtglonel Offtce 
(310)·996·1123 

Natu.r• of Complaint Ct\ang>e of useloocupancy wilhout Building permit and 
Cef1ificate of ~ncy 

Dab' _. I Statui 

SlltV2009 9 ::J8:00 AJt4 

S/l5/200912:00:00AM 

PROPERTY ACriVrN REPORT 

AU6:SOf Pa«:tl Number: 
COI.In(ll DiStrict: 
Census Trace: 
Rent RegiSiratlo«: 
Historical Prnecvation Overlay Zone: 
Total Units: 
Regional Oft.ce: 
RegiOnal Office COnlacc: 

on.,. I Status 

6121/2010 11:23:00 AM 

4'21/2010 ll:lS:OOAM 

411602901U 
Council District 11 
273402 

Ol22172 

32 
Wat Rif9lonel Office 
(310)·996·1713 

6/18/2010 12:00:00 AM Compliance O.te 

5/ 12/2010 1:01:00 PM 

5/12/2010 9 :C&:OOAM Site Vlsit/lnttial Lnspcctk:ln 

Official Mdreu:: 
case Number. 
Case Type 

lnsPttiOr. 
Case Manager; 
Total E~tlotl Unrts: 

Of'leial Adcttt$s: 
case Number. 
CastTYJ~e 
lnspecl(lr: 
Caw Managrr: 
Total E.J:tmp.tion Units: 

417 S OCEAN FRONT WA.LJt. VENia: 90291 

249'260 
ComplallrtS 
Richard Brinsot1 

0 

417 S OCEAN FROifT WAI.X. VENICE 90291 
249259 
Comptehrtt 

0 

417 SOCEAN FltONT WALK. vt" ICE 90291 
290163 
Syttefftttk C06e &fOICIII'Itftt Progrt• 

Zubed Smftb 

0 



  

 

 

PROPERTY ACnvrrY REPORT 

AssessOf P~IM Number. 
Ccuncil DiSIIite: 
census Tr.c:~: 
Rent Rtgi$lr1(ioft; 

4216029004 

Countil Oil1ritt 1 1 
2134(12 
0322172 

HG1oricll Pres.eMtion Owetlay lone: 
Total\kliiJ:: " R~aiOffice: West RetiOMI Off'lct 
Regional Dfl\ce Codi8CI: (110)·996·1723 

N•turw of Complllint: Olange of usefoooupatley wilhOut Building petmil al'ld 
c.rtific:ate ol ~ncy 

311012015 9:30:00 AM 

314/1015 U :OO:OO AH 

1/ 26/2015 10:42:00 AM 

l/13{2015 10:42:00 AM 

lit/lOIS 10:)1;00Att 

PROPERTY ACTlVrTY REPORT 

AJ$enor Parcel Nurnbtr: 
Cwncil Oislrict: 
Ctnsus:T~: 

Rent ltttgiWation; 

Site Vlsltllnltlal lnsl)«llon 

42160H004 
Council Dlslrict 1 1 

"""' OJ22tn 
HG10ficOI Prntrtation Overlay Zone: 
Totalt.llil;s; 
Regional Office: 
Regional Offioe O:mlfet 

Natt,~re of Complaint: UnapptOYed, de~ Of lnoperaUve receptades at 
kachenl'batht'OotrVexteriot. Windows. doors. cabinet&. and rrames not operable, 
clefecllve, ml$$11"9- and/or oowNl<wy. Pla<&1wl<frywal waii/Qelling C~CM~ring 
Clele<::tiYe. ~teet. or paint i& peeing 

10/20/2009 12:45:00 PM 

1012012009 12 :25 ~00 PM 

1012012009 22:18:00 PM 

10/16/2009 12:00.00 "" 

919/2009 2:26:00 PM 

919/2009 9:44:00 Att 

81l2n009 u :oo:OOAM 

PROPERTY ACTMT'Y REPORT 

As:s:es:sot Paroel Number. 
Courd~rict 

Cen$11$ Tract: 

R:MI Rt\Ji$1ration: 

sutu• 

SlteYhl~ tn~lon 

COmplalnc OOHd 

All Vlol8doM Resolved D;Jte 

Coml!lla~ o.te 

Order Issued to f'foperty OWnott 

Site VGII/tnltW tn~ 

COml!lalnc fi~IYed 

4116029004 

Ce-cil District 1 t 

'"''" 0322172 
Hi$torical P.eservation OYtnay Zonr. 
Total Units: ., 
""l'""' Offoct: 
Regional Ofke ContaCt 

wm Reglou~ Office 
{31:0)·996·1723 

Nacu,.. of Complaint Change of use/OCQJpancy wilhoot ~ pennlt and 
C«tiica\e 01 Occupancy 

l/10/201$ 9:30:00AM 

31"'12015 12:00:00AM 

1126/201$ 10:42:00Att 

1/l)/201$ 10:42:00AH Srte VGII/Inltlllllnsp«Uon 

1/612015 t 0:31:00AM 

Official Address: 
Cast Kumber: 
case Typt 

lnspeti.Or. 

Cne Manager: 
T01al £xtmptionlhiS: 

Olicill Mdlns: 
~Hu~ 

eos.r,.. 
tnspector: 
c.st Manager: 
Total ~ption Uni'ls; 

Official Addrns:: 

CawHufl'lber. 
Case Type 
lnspec~r. 

Cese Managtt: 
fOlal Exftnptlotllklits: 

417 S OCEAN fRONT WALK. VEH1Cl902t1 
502119 
Comphiflts 
Or.-ld tnndo!ll 

0 

417 S OCEAN fROHT WALK, VDtiCl 90291 
264135 
Compbillls 
ltldllrd Brinson 

0 

417 S OCEAN fRONT WALK, YENICl 90291 ...... 
Property Mana9flllt'd Traii!Mg Progra• 
h¥1d lrwldon 

0 



 

 
 

2 complaints were filed in 2013 for unpermitted construction at 811 Ocean 
Front Walk. This is Mr. Lambert’s Venice Breeze Suites parking. A garage 
was demolished, 2 trees removed, concrete poured, and a chain link fence, 
security lighting and an electric gate were installed. According to Los 
Angeles Building & Safety Department website no permits were issued on 
this property since 2004. 

  



  

  
 

  



 
 

 

In November 2015 Mr. Lambert applied to the California Coastal 
Commission for an after-the-fact change-of-use permit to convert 2 Breeze, 
a 32-unit Rent Stabilized apartment that he has owned since 2007 into a 
legitimate hotel. He said that the building was already operating as an 
unpermitted hotel when he bought it in 2008. He presented Los Angeles 
City’s SurveyLA report that it was previously a hotel.  

November 2, 2015   

TO: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Parties  

FROM: South Coast District Staff SUBJECT: ADDENDUM TO ITEM W17a, 
COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION NO. 5-14-1932 FOR 
THE COMMISSION MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2015.  



  
 

 
 
 
LADBS records show that the original construction permit for 2 Breeze was 
for an apartment building and all subsequent Certificates of Occupancy 
were also apartment.  
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'thlt cenltlu tllat.. a:o In u uent&lfttd ,,. or ••ct• koovm. c.o thfli _ Un.derliPI~d. tllo d.tldeodet bl thls bDU• · 
1n.1 b:t.-.e be.ca t:erncCe!l uct tiWI bolldJ:nr compUtt 111UI tho appllcablo 7tJIJ.Ulrtm.tota or DIYIJ.bon et. ArUcJo 1., 
Cha)IC.er I ot tho Municipal Codo for tho touowtac oecupa.nclu: 

Four-story, type III A, 36 1X108• Thirty-one unit 
apartment hou:;e_,.T rot o!\'tATK>NS A"lavtri., . 
H-2 Occupancy -ot-umrrco"""•-w X21401 

Own..- J.!r. RUI'lin Farber 
owner~ 929 Hauser Boulevard 
Addreu Loo An:;eles, Cali fornia 



 
 
The comment section of the 2015 LADBS application for a change-of-use 
illustrates the reality.  

 

  
 

It is apparent that other elements were also in play at 2 Breeze.  

 



 

  

 

a prescribed predictable manner to ensure a high level of uptime and availability. The Venice 
Beach LAPD substation will have both viewing and proactive response capabilities. Video will 
be recorded at both the Venice Beach Police substation and the 2 Breeze Avenue LAPD 
location. The locations along Ocean Front Walk identified in the preliminary design provide 
situational awareness through fixed and pan-tilt-zoom cameras. An audio loudspeaker is 
included in many of the locations and audio intervention is possible from any monitoring 
station within this system. It is proposed that the 2 Breeze Avenue location will serve as the 
main wireless network infrastructure aggregation location for most of the Venice Beach 
surveiUance equipment. 

Upon approval of this Repo11, $298.288.00 in Quimby Fees can be tnuJsfeued froru the 
Quimby Fees Account No. 89460K-OO to the Venice Beach Account No. 89460K-VE and 
allocated to the Venice Beach- Public Safety Camera (PRJ20875) project. The total Quimby 
Fees allocation for the Venice Beach - Public Safety Camera Project (PRJ20875) project is 
$298.288.00. These Quimby Fees were collected within two (2) miles of Venice Beach, which 
is the standard distance for the allocation of the Quimby Fees for community recreational 
facilities. 
III.H(Ut'-'U Ul'"' UVJit.lt\,;U '"'GLJIIVI(I.') HI '"'VVIUIII4UVII \"\'lUI Ul'-' J.,.V ;) r\.II!:)~IQ .1 VIJ\,A; _v.;lJCUUU.;;Ul \.J...r'U Ll)t 

the Office of CD-11 , and the RAP Planning, Construction, and Maintenance Branch (PCM). The 
cameras were installed near and along Ocean Front Walk at the following locations: 

Two (2) pole mounted intersection camera locations; 
• Pacific and Brooks Ct. 
• Pacific and Westminster Avenue 

Building mounted equipment locations, most of which are privately owned: 
• VBS near Westminster and e>ceao FronrWalk-(3 cameras) 
• 2 Breezeway Avenue Building (2 cameras) 
• Venice Beach Police Sub Station (2 cameras) 
• 1101 Ocean Front Walk Building 
• VBN near Brooks Avenue and Ocean Front Walk 3 cameras) 
• Good See Optical Lab Building 
• 615 Speedway Building (2 cameras) 
• 1211 Ocean Front Walk Building (2 cameras) 
• Danny's Restaurant Building (2 cameras) 

'A ~~~~W~f[j\ 
REPORT OF GENERAL MANAGER ~ l.!:V 

APR 0 1 2015 
DATE: April 01,2015 {J>~~ 

NO. 15- 068 

c.o. --'-'--
,_~ 

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

SUBJECT: VENTCE BEACH - PUBLIC SAFETY CAMERA PROJECT (PRJ20875)· 
AUTHORIZE USE OF THE CITY OF CORONA'S SELECTION PROCESS 
FOR THE DESIGN, LABOR, MATERIAL AND SERVICES OF SECUIRTY A 
CAMERA SYSTEM WITH LEVERAGE INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC. 

•v. ooe1 
K, Rttlll 

-;

""'h 

.. o: 
Approved _,._-f.::_ __ 

M,~ 
Genera) Manager 

Disapproved ----- Withdrawn __ _ 



 
 
ON 11/7/13, OFW, along with other committees in a special meeting, recommended against 
cameras.  From the 11/7/13 minutes: 
 
SECURITY CAMERAS AND PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM 
 
The Ocean Front Walk Committee, Public Safety Committee and Visitor Impact Committee 
recommend the VNC not support security cameras.  
 
Sevan Motion, second Laura. 
 
7 in favor 
3 oppose 
0 abstain 
  
The Ocean Front Walk Committee, Public Safety Committee and Visitor Impact Committee 
recommend the VNC to support the use of public address system for use in emergency and 



evacuation purposes only.  
 Sevan Motion, second Laura.  
 
7 in favor 
3 oppose 
0 abstain 
 
However, they did support increased lighting at the meeting.  On Nov. 25 was another joint 
meeting, this time including the Board.  However, only OFW appears to have voted: 
 
6) SECURITY CAMERAS 
 
The OFW Committee recommends that the City of LA does not install security cameras on 
OFW, because they are an invasion of privacy, they have historically been poorly 
maintained,and they would be technologically unfeasible. 
Shelley Motion,Therese Second 
 
4 in Favor 
2 Oppose 
0 Abstain 
 
The Board declined to take a position in its 12/2/13 meeting: 
:  
F          SECURITY CAMERAS 
 
MOTION: 
 
The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA should not install security 
cameras on OFW, because they are an invasion of privacy, as they have historically been 
poorly maintained, and they would be technologically unfeasible. 
 
Public Comment: Ron Kramer, Gary Harris 
 
ACTION: Motion failed TE/SA 0-9-7 
 
NEW SECURITY CAMERAS MOTION 
 
MOTION:  
 
The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City of LA should install security 
cameras on OFW, and ensure they are properly maintained. 
 
ACTION: Motion failed SK/MK 4-5-7 
 
 
Quimby funds were used to pay for 50% of the LAPD Public Safety Camera 
Project.  



 

In regard to 417 Ocean Front Walk, the first document on file at LADBS is a 
building/ alteration permit issued in 1926 for an apartment building.  

1926: Apartment 

  

23820 

. ' •. 



1953: Apartment  

  
 

3 • APPLICATION TO • 
ALTER, REPAIR, or DEMOLISH 

ANb f'OR ;\ 

Certificate of Occupancy 

l'MP'ID4 
CITY OF LOS ANOELJ:.S 

DEPAk'n~'l' 

•• 
8UJ1...01NO AND SAFETY 

BUILDIN'G Dl"ISION' 

Lot No ..... . 

Tr.'l.ct. . , ... ·-·····" --···-··...................... ... ... . . ........... . .......... ···-···· ··-- ····- ······--·-···-.. ---····· 
Loc:.tion o{ Building .. ~7 9.~Mn--~-;ront, .. ~.,1c .. ~. c~~C?.~~ .... 

~~~- N'\llln~r 111141 'i~r .. u 

Between wh:tt cross st.tects?.. ............. -····· .. 
USE INK OR INDELIBLE PENCIL 

1. Present usc of building ...•. - ..... A1>1'.Ji.Milt-.. .&W&..... .. . _ .•.. ... . 
oStor•, OW•U:I""' ApUI.IIl41U HOUM, Hotel or eUler PllfjiONl 

2. State how Ions building has b«n U.$ed lor prtse-nt oceup:mey " 

3. U~ ot building AFTER :~Iteration or moving • 3¥~ . 

.C. Owner ... • .. lla:. Be.ck•r~...... ... . 
• ···~ h .- ... ....... ~-· . s. Owner's Addr('SS ,..,..., .M\0._~ .t:m :t. 

6'.' Certil\ciated Ar<:hiteet ~ .•.. 

7. Lic:.tn.sed Ene!neer 

P. 0 . 
State 
Lkc-nwHo . ..... 

··-· Lke~ No. 

FamlUe.s 

Families 

.... Phon~ 

.. Venic;t 

St~U 
8. Cont~ctor. . . .l'enaito ln:sul&Ua,g .. Co. Uc.f¥H No. 118624 
9. Contractor's Add..... ... . .. ~629 - ~ Str .. t. ~· tlo~~94 . . . . .. 

( 

Approv(d by 
Cl\¥ Ectgi~r 

......... ·-·· ...... 
~t)'. 

Rooms 

Rooms 

Elt-9ZJOS .. .. 

.... ... 
,..,..,. .Ex· 44l.40 

10 VALUATION OF PROPOSED WORK hAIIIlt, n .. tlr.a, ""'"ta'l"'«· -tn '""f)IJ• ~-~~oo $.4~.00 l 
tnC1u411'l& all a.aa.r •114 -'l• t•rtal lliJICl ell ~MM I 

· :=,·.,!.~:...-..=~· :..liM~~~~rlfl& e11 • ,.,.._ 

11, Stalt- how many bulkHnct NOWj .......... ODa.,.,,Apar:t&.en.t..Bld.g .................................... .............. _ .............. . 
Oft lot :and CiVC' \dot' Of C:.Ch. ISWor~ OwtUI~ AIJINtlll•ftl tl.o...-., •tokl ... OIJIIT ,...,...._I 

J2. Sl:r.c of existing buildint; x...... Numbtr of $tOriC$ high .. ReiChl to highest polnt. 

J3. M.:~~rlol Exterior Walls Extt-rior rromework 

Desc:ri~ briefly on proposed con~truction an-1 work: 
-F-i""i .... c.t. qft Jllll1-1on wall.J in O..• out in ......, 11l41~tocl._ r.OI.•• tQ\Illll4lUQ111 

.... MoY.e top ot. c:oocr...t..e. alab, .replaci.D& .at..w:.co .vna-e r •IIOY..edo .............. . 
... . c..lo. ott .. A-at .J.o ~·to in l!M ..... t, ot P, W Wtll.l .. QD COOQI'<I~· ~"'•· 

.... ~~in& ~ove top o! c;oncret • noor. . . ..... . ... 
Drill and. eheme&ll7 treat clrywood t•r=it• int61t&t1ons 1D t:a window t'rlaN, 

· and in tower or· olo .. to·r •\lfiW .. ~~· ~<Wfotor 'otbero n•eoselt? ; -· ........ .. 

15. S iz.e of Addition .. x... _ Sizl! or Lot x... Number of StoriH when c:ompJet•~--· 
16. Footing: Wid\h. . . ... Depth in G;ound ... Width of \Vall Site of Floor Joists. x_ .. _ 
17. Size or Stud,s, __ 'X Ma.ttrial o! l"toor ... Site of Raft~... x _ ... T)·pe or Rooting ... _.-· 

1 hueb)' cc·rtUy that to the- best of my knowledce a.nd belief the abon application It correct 
and that this building or comtruttion work will comply with all laws, and that in ihoe doinc of 
the work authorized thereby I wUI not employ a ny person In violation of the Labor Code of the 
State of California re:latlng to Workmu's Con1pe..asatio:a Insurance. 

Sl<nk.,.~;s~~~ 



1954: Apartment  

  
 

3 • APPLICATION TO. 
ALTER, REPAIR, OR DEMOLISH 

ANI>li'OR A 
Certificate of Occupancy 

1 

-· . .. 
r-•1 W' tM 

(11ft or LOS M'"GG.a 
DU'AltDIZN'r .,. 

B'UILI)JNG AND SAFETY 

BUILDING DIVJSJON 

Lot No ...... ----................... - ................... .......... _ ....................................... - .......... - ....................... - ............. - ........ -

Tr•ot ---·-------·-·---·--------------------- ---- ----·-- -----·----

Locallml of Building :?;L.Z-=M'.iZ.C~~.,:;:;.z=-~---~ ~i.;'..~ 
a.._,wMt.._~~~---7- LO .. t:c4/ ~ -
OS'S INK OR n."OI!LIBLB PENaL 7 • 
L Proletlt. u• of 

~~--·--·-------------------~~ N ~·~------
1. COI'ltrac:tor N· Pbooo.. ____ _ 

t. Contnotor's Add-. ""' 
~~~---~. _,-vv 10. VALUATION OF P&OPOSBD WORK ;:::r:;,;; -;;;;;;:r,.. ""=' ':, ......-·.=::; [>-/2 :J -

IL S"'t. bow D'IMJ' bulldb:!p N2 ~'"-=:.. - " ~~ 
.., Jot ID't4 C[ve use of net.. 1 <seor.. ~- • • -:.-1 J.tr 

12. Slzo of •ldstlni bulldloe-::ot .. t'-..Nwnber of storiesh!'b...~---Hel&hl to bl tpoml£~' 
13. Matedal Exterioc Walls --~ . , __ . --··----··· ··--"' .. Exterior framework~:ilt ~ ·-·· .. p 

(W0005, 8 I' liiUOIII'Y) 11t 

~~:~d;:~~~~~~--L.X-3..~~-""'-· .... ~. 
=-7~----· _ .. .-~-. -.. ·------· ·- -·-.. --.. --.. == 

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
14. Slllt ol Addfti...... x ~.,. ol ~ Numbft of Stories wheD COI'I:Ip1et• 
lt.. Jl'ootinl: Width Depth m'1f'Z 0t_ Wall -c==:She of F\oor Joista_x_ 

n. Sin ol Sb!ds X M•l<rial of r . Ot Ro!ten --"---Tn>e of BoofiD&---
1 hereb7 c:t'rlif7 that to the belt of •~1 knowleda:e ud belief the obovo tppUc:ttion is c:orftCt aad. that th!. 

bu.U41l'IJ' or c:onsttuc:tion work wlll oomr,ly wUh all laws, aa.d that Ia tbo doln1 of tbe work autborlwd tben\7 
I will not emfloy any penon 1a "1oltt on of the Labo .. Code of the St1to ot Ct Uforuia relating to Wolk· 
men't Compco11ation Inauraace. " .A~"L' r.· .l':l L!'!' .// ~b iSTRlCT •••• ..... ""'"'·"'· '-'·----.. -~,:a..a .. .c.11_ .... _ 
g=~- .. ... _'\l.ENlC~ .. £! .. _.. ·-·- . BY .. .H....&'-.. ... ~&.~"':';:-2: ' .. _,_ 

R AR'l't\IEN.-r US ' ON ~ 
r'""' ' 

FEES 
BJ4 ,,,.. __ '"2=,_/o-a ___ -j 

.,..._ at -------1 



1976: Apartment  

  
 

"'' .............. ... 

Golden Bay 

~---.., ; HOMH6 Z 0., l II 08019 • t3.00 
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1966 Certificate of Occupancy- Apartment 

 
 

Mr. Lambert is a powerful player in Venice real estate. Venice Waldorf LLC 
et Al bought 1207 Ocean Front Walk (5 Westminster) for $18, 238,682 
million in July 2015, a building he has managed for several years.  

We should not take any action by Mr. Lambert lightly. Many people are 
affected by Mr. Lambert’s ambitions and have lost their homes. We are 
losing significant aspects of our community through his actions. The Ocean 
Front Walk has always been a mixed-use residential and commercial area 
and this balance has kept the community cohesive. Residents are the eyes, 
ears and hearts of community. We are invested in the welfare of all 
members, old, young, rich or poor, housed and unhoused. Displacing 
residents along the Ocean Front Walk has a negative effect on the visitor/ 
residential balance that is part of our unique coastal community. 

One tenant at the December hearing on 417 OFW told the audience that Mr. 
Lambert had offered her $50K to move out of her apartment at 52 Paloma 
but she had told him that she preferred to stay. That is an indication of the 
treasury involved in privatizing the revenue of these properties in perpetuity.  



All housing laws are designed to protect tenants.  

Please support our laws. No hotels in our homes.   

 

 
 

Mr. Lambert has 
converted 5 RSO 
apartment buildings 
in Venice into illegal 
hotels 

417 Ocean Front Walk· 32 unh RSO apar1ments 

lHe W.-1· 32 ...,~ RSO apatt,_s 

25 un1t RSO apartments--~ .............. _... ... .....,..,_... • ._ ......... 

2 - .. 31 UM RSO aparlmOntS 

S2 Paloma· 8 units RSO apartment·..,..,_~.,.._.....,.""'...., ---



 

Please Deny this application on the basis of the documented research. 

1. Mr. Lambert is a serial operator of illegal conversion of RSO apartment 
buildings to hotels in Venice- 5 buildings. 
 
 

2. Mr. Lambert is the President of the Venice Chamber of Commerce and 
sets a precedent for business practices in our community. 

 

3. Mr. Lambert is a lawyer, broker and developer and should be a 
responsible business operator. 

 

4. The Mello Act, Rent Stabilization Ordinance and zoning laws are laws, 
not open to interpretation. 

 

5. We ask the Venice Neighborhood Council to uphold the law. We ask 
the Housing Department, Planning Department, Los Angeles City 
Council, CD 11 Councilmember Mike Bonin, and the City Attorney’s 
Office to enforce the existing housing laws. 

 

    6. If this is all legal as Mr. Lambert asserts we would not be here. 

 

Thank you for your consideration.  

Rita Raskin 
Laddie Williams 
Pam Anderson 
Ivonne Guzman 
Lydia Ponce 
Margaret Molloy 
Cat Hernandez, Tongva 	
  
Gabriel Ruspini	
  



 
 
Left: Mr. Lambert submitted this photo in his history of 417 Ocean Front Walk.  
Right: Black people in Venice were restricted to the segregated area of the beach in 
Santa Monica known as Inkwell during this era.  
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Special Joint Committee/Board meeting 
Ocean Front Walk Committee, Public Safety Committee, and VNC Board 

Oakwood Recreation Center Meeting Room 
767 California Ave, Venice, CA 90291 

Monday, November 25, 2013, 6:30-9:30pm 
 

MINUTES 
 

1.)  Call To Order 
 
2.)  Approval of Agenda Ron approve, Shelly second.  
 
3.) Public Comment for items not on the Agenda and within 

the Committee’s jurisdiction 
 

Stuart Oscars---10 year old boy trying to break in and is scared and the 
neighborhood near Cotz de Lane elementary. 
 
Gary Harris---Storage locker coming back to the boardwalk? Will VNC vote on it?  
 
Carl Lambert---makes rec on whether or not city should implement Warn Bag 
and Tag storage program. Health, Safety, Violation and program.  

 
4.)  For Discussion and Possible Action:  
 

A)  Review motions from November 7, 2013 Special Joint 
Committee meeting in response to the City of Los Angeles Ocean 
Front Walk Public Safety Assessment, 
ttp://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2013/13-0981_rpt_drp_8-14-
13.pdf and possibility amend the committee motions to include 
the following: 

1. Reasons for the committee’s actions 
2. Suggestions on what the committees might propose 

as an alternative. 
 

B) Draft additional motions about Ocean Front Walk Public 
Safety considering recommendations and suggestions from 
Venice stakeholders presented at the VNC Public Safety Town 
Hall on October 29, 2013. 
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1) AUTOMATED RETRACTABLE BOLLARD SYSTEM 
 
The Ocean Front Walk Committee recommends that the City of Los Angeles not 
support the installation of automated bollards because of cost of installation, 
maintenance and potential for failure.  
 
Gail Motion, Ron Second 
 
6 in favor 
0 opposed 
0 abstain 
 
 
Public Comments: Gonzo, do not install, take out recommend further study, Carl 
 
Board comments: because of cost of installation, maintenance and potential failure.  
The cost can be utilized in more beneficial ways.  
 
 
2) GATE AND BOLLARD SYSTEM 
 
The OFW Committee recommends that the City of LA does not install a lockable gate system 
because it will obstruct delivery, restrict handicap access and is potentially dangerous in a 
crowded panic situation. 
 
Ron Motion, Shelly Second 
 
6 in favor 
0 opposed 
0 abstain 
 
Public Comments:  
Carl-looking to put gates mid street not taking into account deliveries. 
Gonzo---crazy to have gates.  
 
Board Comments: 
 
Linda---maintenance issue 
Shelly—handicap issue.  
 
 
 
3) HARD STREET CLOSURES 
 
The OFW Committee recommends that the City of LA does not install steel and concrete 
bollards at OFW, but rather supports the use of functional and artistic obstructions that may 
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include welcome arches, bike racks, statues, art, monuments, and 
concrete seating areas that do not obstruct ocean views and beach access.  These items should be 
placed close enough together to block vehicles, but far enough apart to allow pedestrian, 
wheelchair and hand-delivery access to the boardwalk on all streets except Navy, Rose, Brooks, 
Market, 18th, Venice Bl, and Washington.  Further, the OFW Committee recommends that the 
City of LA consult the community of Venice and the VNC regarding the use of local art and 
artists in the design and construction of these Hard Street Closures. 
 
Ron Motion, Gail Second.  
 
 
 
3 In Favor 
2 Opposed 
1 Abstain 
 
Public Comments: Stewart Ocsars ---how it is written doesn’t make sense.  
Colleen –what streets will be closed? 
 
Board comments: 
Gail-Will there be a statue on my street?  
 
 
 
4) TEMPORARY BOLLARDS 
 
The OFW Committee recommends that the City of LA removes the temporary bollards on OFW 
because they are unsightly, ineffective, broken, and is a pedestrian safety hazard. 
 
Melissa Motion, Ron Second 
6-Favor 
0-Oppose 
0-Abstain 
 
Public Comments: 
Colleen yahoo.  
Gonzo very greasy 
 
Board Comments: unsightly, ineffective, broken and a pedestrian safety hazard.  
 
 
 
5) SIGNAGE 
 
The OFW Committee recommends that the City of LA removes the “Dead End”, “Road Closed” 
and “Do Not Enter” signs, and replace them with “Welcome to Venice Beach”, “Pedestrians 
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Only” and directional signs for parking where appropriate, i.e. 
Speedway, because the existing signs are unsightly, unwelcoming, and obstruct the view of the 
beach. 
 
Ron Motion, Therese Second 
6 in Favor 
0 Oppose 
0 Abstain 
 
Public Comments: 
Nic-Point of Procedure comments 
 
Board Comments: eyesores, obstruction of views of the beach and they are unwelcoming. 
Positive reinforcement.  
 
 
6) SECURITY CAMERAS 
 
The OFW Committee recommends that the City of LA does not install security cameras on 
OFW, because they are an invasion of privacy, they have historically been poorly maintained, 
and they would be technologically unfeasible. 
 
Shelley Motion, Therese Second 
4 in Favor 
2 Oppose 
0 Abstain 
 
Public Comments:  
Colleen: What is a public address system? 
Gonzo: Support security cameras. 
Stewart: Why would you not support cameras?  
 
Board Comments:  
Ron-This is the best use of money. 
 
 
7) LIGHTING 
 
The OFW Committee supports lighting upgrades as the number one priority of the RAP 
Assessment, and recommends vast expansion of lighting on OFW, the bike path and Speedway, 
using green, LED and solar technology as a crime deterrent, safety measure, and to support 
commerce on the boardwalk. 
 
Gail Motion, Therese Second 
 
6 in Favor 
0 Oppose 
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0 Abstain 
 
Public Comments:  
Colleen-Yes! 
 
Board Comments:  
Shelly-lights on all the time, 24/7 day and night on the boardwalk already why is that? Can we 
change?  
Linda-Police Substation has cameras and they have never been maintained.  
 
 
8) INCREASED LAPD FOOT PATROL 
 
As a result of the OFW Public Safety Town Hall held in October 2013, the people of Venice 
overwhelmingly agree that the number one issue surrounding safety on OFW is a marked 
decrease in Police Presence on the boardwalk in recent years, and that LAPD must increase the 
number of officers on the boardwalk beat, specifically on foot patrol, as there is a dramatic 
difference in interaction with citizens when officers are on foot, versus in a vehicle of any sort.  
Further, Police Presence should be 24/7, as nighttime patrol is paramount to safety.  Further, 
“Education”, “Community-Style Policing”, “Training Specific to the Boardwalk”, and “Even-
handed Enforcement” of all ordinances, including 42.15, should be the standard. Further, the 
Police Substation at Windward should be “open and staffed” 24/7. 
 
Gail Motion, Ron Second 
 
6 in Favor 
0 Oppose 
0 Abstain 
 
Public Comments:  
Board Comments:  
 
 
 
9) OPEN AND CLEAN ALL PUBLIC RESTROOMS 
 
The OFW Committee recommends that the City of LA MAINTAIN, CLEAN DAILY and KEEP 
OPEN ALL public restrooms in the Park DURING PARK HOURS. 
 
Shelly Motion, Ron Second 
 
6 in Favor 
0 Oppose 
0 Abstain 
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Public Comments:  
 
Colleen: suggested # of Police officers?  
 
Board Comments:  
Shelly how they are enforcing and training about the Boardwalk?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10) MAINTAIN BIKE PATH 
 
The OFW Committee recommends that the City of LA, in conjunction with the County of LA, 
maintain the bike path by sweeping sand from the path DAILY, and mitigating sand build-up on 
the grassy knolls between the path and the boardwalk, as sand on the bike path is a major safety 
concern. 
 
Melissa Motion, Shelly Second 
6 in Favor 
0 Oppose 
0 Abstain 
 
Public Comments:  
Nic add language on grassy knoll areas.  
Board Comments:  
 
 
 
11) WARN, BAG AND TAG PROGRAM 
 
The Ocean Front Walk Committee recommends that the city of Los Angeles implement a Warn, 
Bag & Tag program similar to the program currently in use in Downtown Los Angeles for 
reasons of public safety.  
 
Melissa Motion, Ron Second 
6 in Favor 
0 Oppose 
0 Abstain 
 
Public Comments:  
Gary-Great idea 
Carl-private money has been raised and Chrysalis is ready to start 
Sylvia-Volunteer Storage Program tied into this motion?  
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Board Comment: Back and forth on whether to include location and joint motion with Storage 
program. , ultimately decided not to include either in this motion.  
 
 
12) VOLUNTARY STORAGE PROGRAM 
 
The Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the City initiate a voluntary storage 
program at a site to be determined, but not on Ocean Front Walk, with input from the community 
and LAPD, to provide safe storage for the personal property of un-housed local residents.  
 
Once a storage program is enacted, it will greatly enhance the beauty of OFW and increase the 
safety for all visitors and will allow the authorities to more accurately decide if unattended 
property has been abandoned and subject to removal.  
 
The Venice Neighborhood Council supports the creation of a voluntary storage program to move 
unsightly piles of property out of the public view and to reduce blight and enhance public 
cleanliness, public safety and greatly improve the visitor experience on Ocean Front Walk and 
surrounding areas.  
 
Linda Motion , Ron Second  
 
5 in Favor 
0 Oppose 
1 Abstain 
 
Public Comment:  
Gary-I do not want this on Ocean Front Walk for reasons of safety 
 
Board Comment:  
Ron- not on Ocean Front Walk 
Tom-I won’t vote for unless it contains language that the storage container will not be on Ocean 
Front Walk.  
Melissa-Not safe to have storage container with miscellaneous items on Ocean Front Walk.  

 
5.) Meeting Adjourned  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ocean Front Walk Committee 
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Roll Call  P   NP    P NP 

Thomas Elliott, 
Chair 

 P   Gail Rogers  P  

Ron Kramer  P   Therese Dietlin  P  

Matt Moore   NP  Shelly Gomez  P  

Melissa Diner  P       
         
         
 
 

Public Safety Committee 
PHS Committee Members Position 
Sevan Gerard       NP Chair 
Theresa Haley       NP Member 
Laura Orrico         NP Member 
 
 
 
 
In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are 
distributed to a majority or all of the board members in advance of a meeting may be 
viewed at Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice Blvd; Groundworks Coffee, 671 Rose Ave.; 
Oakwood Community Center, 767 California St.; Penmar Park & Rec Center, 1341 Lake 
St.; The Venice Ale House, 2 Rose Avenue; Venice Public Library, 501 S. Venice Blvd; 
and at our website by clicking on the following link: www.venicenc.org, or at the 
scheduled meeting.  In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an 
item on the agenda, please contact Hugh Harrison at treasurer@venicenc.org.   
 
 
 

It’s YOUR Venice – get involved! 



3/2/2016 

  DEAR WEST LOS ANGELES PLANNING COMMISSIONERS:  

320 SUNSET AVENUE, VENICE, CA 90291 came into the 
neighborhood as a bakery & take-out with limited impact 
on a primarily residential neighborhood.  

 

 

  



This PERMITTED BAKERY & TAKE OUT:  

 
has an UNPERMITTED AND FULLY OPERATIONAL RESTAURANT:  

  



in spite of MULTIPLE COMPLAINTS WITH LADBS:  
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320 E SUNSET AVE 

a Parcel Profile Report: 

a Permit Information found: 

II Code Enforcement Information: 

Date 
Received 

1/31/2003 

11/10/2014 

11/17/2014 

11/21/2014 

Problem Description 

PRO-ACTIVE CODE ENFORCEMENT 

CONSTRUCTION DONE WITHOUT PERMITS OR INSPECTIONS 

MISCELLANEOUS COMPLAINTS 

MISCELLANEOUS COMPLAINTS 

7/10/2015 ANY PROBLEMS THAT ONLY OCCUR FROM 5:00PM TO 7:00AM (AT NIGHT) OR ON 
WEEKENDS 

7/30/2015 BUILDING OR PROPERTY CONVERTED TO ANOTHER USE 

10/17/2015 MISCELLANEOUS COMPLAINTS 

320 E SUNSET AVE 

Date Received: 11/10/2014 

Description: 

Inspector: 

CONSTRUCTION DONE WITHOUT PERMITS OR INSPECTIONS 

ROBERT GARTH 

Phone: (310)417 -8640 

Status: CLOSED 

Order Information 

Order Number Order Type Effective Date 

3668248 ORDER TO COMPLY 1118/2015 

3705484 ORDER TO COMPLY 2/24/2015 

3715716 ORDER TO COMPLY 3/8/2015 

Code Violation Information 

Violation 

Issued By 

ROBERT GARTH 

ROBERT GARTH 

ROBERT GARTH 

7 

Status 

CLOSED 

CLOSED 

CLOSED 

CLOSED 

CLOSED 

UNDER 
INVESTIGATION 

CLOSED 

Phone 

(310)417-8640 

(310)417 -8640 

(310)417-8640 

Date in 
Compliance 

Failure to provide means of egress from required exit door for kitchen area. Also, discontinue use of required exit for on-site delivers from front of 
premises. 

5126/2015 

A 4'x6' structure for water filtration added to the roof of 320 E Sunset Ave. 

320 E SUNSET AVE 

Date Received: 11/17/2014 
Description: 
Inspector: 
Phone: 

Status: 

MISCELLANEOUS COMPLAINTS 

ROBERT GARTH 

(310)417-8640 
DUPLICATE SERVICE REQUEST 

5126/2015 



AFTER MULTIPLE COMPLAINTS ON THIS PROPERTY WITH LADBS, 2 
CLOSE-DOOR MEETINGS WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE, THE 
UNPERMITTED RESTAURANT IS STILL FULLY OPERATIONAL & 
SEEKING A PERMIT TO BECOME A LARGER “LEGAL” RESTAURANT 
WITH A FULL CUB IN A PRIMARILY RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD :  

 
AND TODAY......  

 
 

OWNER FRAN CAMAJ IS A SERIAL OFFENDER IN VENICE....  



1305 S ABBOT KINNEY BLVD 90291 (CAMAJ): this restaurant has 
remained closed with unresolved parking issues. AKB is a commercial 
street. The impact of the overflow-parking burden falls on the 
surrounding residential neighborhood.  
Work Description NEW RESTAURANT W/ROOF DECK PARKING.  

Permit Issued  

Issued on 5/7/2012  

Work Description  

Supplemental to permit 11010-10000-00590. Revise Arch & Struct plan to reflect correct layout. 
Remove automobile lift and replace with bicycle parkings. Permit Issued Issued on 12/1/2014  

  
 

  



 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

  



GJELINA, 1429 ABBOT KINNEY BLVD 90291 (CAMAJ):  
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1429 5 ABBOT KINNEY BLVD 

a Parcel Profile Report: 

a Permit Information found: 

• Code Enforcement l nform~tion: 

Date Received Problem Description 

Pt3ot201~ MISCELLANEOUS COMPLAINTS 

7/12/2012 MISCELLANEOUS COMPLAINTS 

4/16/2015 MISCELLANEOUS COMPLAINTS 

1/5/2016 CUB OR CUX VIOLATIONS 

4 

Status 

CLOSED 

UNDER INVESTIGATION 

UNDER INVESTIGATION 

CLOSED 



   

 

 

  
 
 

Putting a full CUB into this primarily residential 
neighborhood at 3rd Street & Sunset Avenue is detrimental 
to the safety of our communities. Recent reports from 
LAPD’s traffic analysis division show a significant increase 
in alcohol related accidents in the Pacific Division.  



 
 
RESIDENTS HAVE INVESTED IN THEIR HOMES, THEIR FAMILIES 
AND THEIR COMMUNITY.  

WHY HAS THIS UNPERMITTED RESTAURANT BEEN ALLOWED TO 
OPERATE ILLEGALY FOR MORE THAN A YEAR IN SPITE OF LADBS 
COMPLAINTS, VOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD OPPOSITION, PETITIONS 
AGAINGST THE OPERATION, AND 2 CITY ATTORNEY MEETINGS?  



REWARDING THIS ILLEGAL OPERATION BY VALIDATING THEIR 
ACTIVITY, ALLOWING THEM TO EXPAND, AND GRANTING A CUB IN 
A PRIMARILY RESIDENTAIL NEIGHBORHOOD WOULD SEND A 
CHILLING MESSAGE TO OUR RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY AND OUR 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY.  

IT IS UNCONSCIOUNSABLE. PLEASE DENY THIS APPLICATION.  

SINCERELY,  

Rita Raskin  

Oscar Galan  

Issac Galan  

Margaret Molloy  

Lydia Ponce  
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